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BOYAH TN EAAHNON
ANEZ-APTHTOlI AHMOKPATIKO!I BOYAEYTEZ

ANAODOOPA
NPOZ TON YNOYPro NAIAEIAZ KAl ©PHZKEYMATON
TON YNOYPIO ANANTY=HZ KAI ANTATQNIZTIKOTHTAL

ZXETIKA HE NAEKTPOVIKN ETIIOTOAN Ttou éAafa and tnv Evwon EAAnviko BiBAiou

(info@enelvi.org) pe Bpa TNV eniotoAn nou éAaBe o ZUAAoyo¢ Meppavwv EkSotwy yia tnv
eviaia Twun BBAlov.

O Avadepwv BouAeuTiic,

NikoAaog |. NikoAomouAoc
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Frankfurt am Main, 21 March 2014

Dear Prime Minister,

The Association of Greek Publishers and Booksellers (ENELVI) has informed us that it is extremely
worried about the current proposals for changes to the Greek fixed book price law of 1997. In my
capacity as President of Borsenverein des Deutschen Buchhandels e.V., the German Publishers and
Booksellers Association, | share this concern. | would therefore like to describe to you our experiences

with the fixed book price system.

In Germany, the fixed book price has been in place for almost 150 years. This successful practice of
decades is today governed by a law which entered into force in 2002. In Germany, policymakers and
soclety as a whole agree that books are not merely a commaodity, but that they have a special cultural
value. For this reason, books are not subjected to the forces of the market in the same way as other

goods.

Itis this concept of the book as a cultural good which, as the foundation of the fixed book price system,
has ensured that Germany is one of the most diverse and stable book markets in the world. Around
4,900 book shops in even the remotest regions of Germany are bringing books, and often cultural
events, to readers every day. This broad network of retailers, offering a wide range of i.a. fiction, poetry,
childrens’ and young adult books, school books, guides and self-help books, as well as academic and
scholarly titles relies on the fixed book price system in order to sustain diversity and choice all over the
country.

Just like in Greece, a book is available at the same price everywhere in Germany, no matter whether it
Is sold via Internet, in a book shop, in a department store, or directly by the publisher. To give up this
principle would mean endangering the wide network of booksellers as well as the broad variety of
books our societies benefit from. We believe that this could have serious negative effects on society as a
whole, particularly on cultural diversity, reading skills, and education.

In countries where fixed book price systems have been given up, we have seen average book prices
rise. Only the few best-selling titles tend to be dumped into the market in bulk at bottom prices by
supermarkets or other major retailers. As a result, choice becomes more limited, fewer titles are
available to readers at attractive prices, and the network of book shops declines. This development
cannot be easily reversed.
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Culture is the foundation of Europe as well as its driving force. The proposed changes to the Greek fixed
book price law which have no economic benefit and which would lead to a cultural decline would
contrast starkly with the programme of the Greek Presidency which states:

turope’s cultural heritage and diversity are among its greatest strengths. Indeed, the importance of
culture has become even more pronounced over the past few years, as a consequence of the economic
crisis. In the general setting of adverse financial conditions and rising social inequalities, culture can

contribute significantly to economic recovery and social cohesion, functioning as both a driving force for
development and a crucial factor of identity shaping.

For these reasons, | would hereby like to kindly ask you to consider carefully the risks involved with the
proposed legislative change and to uphold the Greek fixed book price in its current form.

Yours faithfully,

k- bt wi A0

Heinrich Riethmuller
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®pavkepovptn, 21 Maptiov 2014

Atotipe k. ITpwBuvmovpye,

H 'Evwon EAMnvikov BipAiov (ENEABI) pag €ékave yvowoto 0Tt avnovyel
oofapa OYETKA HE TIG TIPOTACELS YA AAAQYT) TOV VOLOV TTov opilel Tnv Eviaia
Twun BifAiov amo to 1997 ot Ywpa cag. ¢ mpoedpog Tov Borsenverein des
Deutschen Buchhandels e.V., 6nAadn ¢ 'Evwong I'epuavov ExSoteov kat
BipAonwAwv, cvppepifopan v avnovyia avt. Emrpewte pov Aowtdv va oag
MEPLYPAYPY® TN O1KT) pag epmelpia oxenika pe mv Eviaia Twur BiAiov.

Zm l'eppavia, n Eviaia Tiun BipAtiov epappoletar edw kat 150 mepimov
xpovia. H emtuynuevn avmn npaktikn dekaeniwv, Siemetal mAEov amod VOO O
omolog TeBnke og 1oL 0 2002. TN 'eppavia, T0co o1 apuodiol yia m xapaEn
TTOAITIKT|G OG0 KAl T) KOIV@VIA GTO OUVOAO NG cuppwvoly ot Ta BiAia dev
elval aTAwg Eva aKopa epmopevua, ara exovv ibaitepn toAtnotikn agia. Ia
TOV AOYO avTo, Ta PifAla dev vIoKeIvVTAl GTOVE VOUOUE TNE AYopac, 0w Td
vrtoAouta ayada.

H avtiAinyn ot to BiPAio etvan moArmiotiko ayaBo amoteAel tn faon tov
cvotnuatog g Eviaiag Tyung BifAlov kar Sraogpaiiler 6T n Fepupavia
owafeter peyain mowAia TitTAwv kau eivan pia anmd otaBepotepeg ayopeg
BiBAtov otov koopo. ITeptov 4.900 BifAiontwAsia, axkopa kal oTiC mo
aropakpuoueveg yovieg g I'eppaviag, @épvouv BiffAia, kan toAd cuyva
TTOMTIOTIKEG EKONAWOELG, OTOVG avayvwaTeg ae kabnuepwvr faon. Avto to
€VUPL OIKTLO TWV OTNUEIDV AAVIKTIG TWANOTG IOV TPOOPEPEL LA EVPEIA VKA
BipAiwv Aoyoteyviag, moinomng, tadikav kat epnfikav ipAinv, oxoAikov
PiBAlwv, 0dnywv kan BiBAev avtofeltinong, Omwe kot akadnuaikove kat
(PLAOAOYIKOUG TITAOVG, edpadetal oto ovotnua ¢ Eviaiag Tiung BifAiov
TIPOKELLEVOL Va OTNpigel kat va Sratmpnoet v towiAia kot T Suvatdta
eMAOYwV o€ kKafe yovid g xwpac.

Onwg akpifwg kar otnv EAGda, £tot ka ot Feppavia éva ipiio SiatiBetar
oV 101a TIUT TAVTOV, ACKETWS AV TTWAEITAL HEG® ToL AladikTUov, atd
BipArontwAeio, and moAvkataomua 1} asmevdeiag amod tov ek8otn. Av
EYKATAAELYOLUE TNV apyT) avth), B€tovue e kivEuvo to evpv Siktuo
PipAonwAcv, kaBmg kar v gvpeia mowiia Twv BLBAiwv and ta omoia
ENWPEAOLVTAL O1 KOwVwVieg pag. [Tiotebovpe 6T avtd Ba pnopolioe va £xel
00PapOTATEG APVNTIKEG EMITTWOELG GTO GUVOAO TN KOvmviag kat, e181kdtepa,
OTNV TTOAITIOTIKT) TOAVHOPPIA, OTIG AVAYVOOTIKEG SeE10TNTES KAl 0TV
madela.

20g xwpeg omov 1o ovampua g Eviaiag Tiurg BifAiov eykataieipOnke,
eldape ™ peomn T tov BifAiov va avEavetal. Movov o1 Ayot evimAnTol
TITAOL PIYVOVTAL OTNV AYOPA O€ LEYAAEG TOCOTNTEG KAl O€ YAUNAEC TILES QUTO
TA COVTIEP PAPKET T) AMEG pEYAAeg aAvoibeg AMlavikig. ATOTEAEGUA AUTOV
€lval 0 MEPIOPICHOG TWV EMAOY®V, AlyOTEPOL TITAOL SiatiBevtal oToug
AVAYVWOTEG O EAKVOTIKEG TILEG Kal TO SikTvo Twv PifAionwAeinv @Bivel. H
e€eMén avtn Oev eival ekoAa avaoTpéyiun.



O moArtiopog givat to Bepeho g Evponng, kabag ka n kivntpra Svvapr
mg. Ot mpotewvopeveg alayeg otov vopo mepi eviaiag tiung otnv EAAGSa Sev
TIPOCPEPOLV KAVEVA OIKOVOUIKO OpeAog evm avtiBeta Ba oSnynoouv oe
TTOAMTIOTIKT) TAPAKUT, TTPAYUA TO OO0 £PXETAL O KATAPWPN avTiOeoT) pe To
npoypappa g EAAnvikng INpoedpiag tov avagépet:

H moAtiotixn xAnpovouia xat Stapopetikotta e Evpwnmc eivat éva ano ta
o wxvpa xapaxmptotxa me. Ilpayuatt, n onuacia Tov ToMTIOHoV Exel
TOVIOTEL AKOUQA TIEPIOCOTEPO TA TEAEVTALA XPOVIQ, WS CUVETELA TIC
OLKOVOULIKT)G KPLOTIG. ZTO YEVIKO OKTJVIKO TV aVTIEOmV 0tkovouIkwv ouvinkov
KAl TWV AQUEAVOUEVOV KOLVWVIK®V AVICOTITWYV, 0 TTOAITIOUOC UTOPEL va
OUVELOPEPEL OVGLATTIKA OTI]V OIKOVOLUIKT) AVAKAUWT) KAl OTIV KOIVWVIKT]
OUVOXT], AEITOUPY@VTAS TOOO WS KivnTnpta Suvaun yia mv avantvén éoo xat
WG Evag Iapayovtag kpioog yia m Stauopewon tTavtomrac.

[a toug Aoyovg avtovg, Ba 118sAa va oag mapakaréon va eEetdoets
TIPOTEKTIKA TOVG KIVOUVOUG TTOV EYKVUOVEL 1} TTPOTEIVOEVT VOHOBETIKT
petaPoAn kat va Siatnprioete mv Eviaia Tiur Biiiov oy EAAaSa pe v

TAPOVCA NG HOPPN.
Me extiunon,

Heinrich Riethmiiller




