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Breaking the heart of Thessaloniki through time? Save
the city’s byzantine center, the city’s memory and
identity!
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8.642

8.642 signers. Let's reach 9,000

Why this is important

Saving a unique monument of world's herttage.
SIGN THIS PETITION
Posted February 13, 2013
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To be delvered to:
The President of the Hellenic Republic, The Prime Minister of Greece, The Greek Parliament, The Greek Mistry of Cuiture,
The EU Parliament, UNESCO

Enter the code from the image

In order 1o confirm that you are a hurman please enter the code from the image

Submit

SIGN THIS PETITION

Recent rescue excavations conducting by the Greek Archaeological Service at the histonical center of Thessaloniki. Greece., due
to the construction of Metro, revealed significant evidence of the city’s urban life at 6th — 9th century: the monumental Gate
placed at the crossroad of the marble paved avenue (ca. 76 m in length), framed by public buildings, with the road leadmg to the
harbor. These extraordinary finds constitute a unique evidence of the social, commercial, and everyday life m early byzantme
Thessaloniki. The decision by the State of removing this rare piece of world heritage at an cx-army camp undermmes the essence
of the unmovable archacological monument according to the Greek and International Law. Consider what will be the Eifel Tower
or the Big Ben removed from their original place? Please sign up and vote m order to save this replaceable monument. There are
technical solutions to preserve and place it straight to heart of Thessalonki’s modem lre.
Already an Avaaz member?
Enter your ermail address and hit "Sign™.
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Egnatia and Venizelos streets, the Metro station: On the central crossroad of Thessaloniki
through time.

A street that crosses the city from East to West, ending at the main city gates -Chryse in the west
and Kassandreotike to the east- is the main road axis of Thessaloniki from Roman times and up today.
Along this road were built important public and private buildings, fountains, the triumphal arch of
Emperor Galerius which was connecting his palace with the Rotunda and the Hippodrome. The Metro
excavations are now revealing a monumental tetrapylon which was marking/defining the middle of the
street and the very center of the city; there where it was intersected by a vertical street, nowadays known
as Venizelos Street. The excavation for the Metro station revealed at the same spot a series of shops and
workshops which were lining this street in Byzantine era. The commercial character of the road was
constant through time until the 21t century, having been renamed in the meanwhile to Egnatia Street.

[oannis Caminiates, in his work on the Sack of Thessaloniki by the Saracens in the August of 904
AD clearly refers to the central role of the city’s main street the Mese hodos, or leophoros (avenue). He
mentions that big crowds were thronging, both locals and visitors seeking merchandise and commodities.
The crowds were so big that counting the grains of the sand would be easier than counting the people
who were crossing the market. Thessalonians were profiting from all these people and they were
accumulating big treasures of gold, silver and precious stones; they had silk as in other cities had woolen
fabrics, while other materials like bronze, iron, tin, lead products and glassware existed in such
abundance that they were enough to build a new city. The real size of the commercial activity of this
street becomes more evident through the description of the 12t-century satire Timarion, where it is
noted that merchants from all over the world, namely Greeks, Bulgarians, Russians, Hungarians,
Italians, Spaniards, Portuguese, Gauls, Syrians and Egyptians, were streaming into the city especially
for the fair of Saint Demetrios.

Furthermore, the Metro station excavation confirms what was known only from written sources:
that the roofed sidewalks of these two streets, stoas, or emvoloi, were functional part of the market and
that a considerable part of the commercial activity was taking place between and under the columns that
were supporting them. Parts of these stoas were property of ecclesiastical institutions and noblemen who
rented them either as independent shops, in fact venting benches, or as showcases of the actual shops
behind them (provolai). Venizelos street retained this picture of these roofed-albeit now by timber or tents-
sidewalks with open-air shops and benches until the early 20t century, thus illustrating the uninterrupted
continuum in the use and function of space in the millennia of the city’s life.

Association of Greek Archaeologists
Local Committee of Central and Western Macedonia



XraOuoc tov Meto Eyvartiag kat BevileAov: 1o kevToko otavpodout trne Oecoaiovikng
UETA OTO XQOVO.

O Baowog afovag ™g OecoaAovikng amo T QWHALKT] TEQLODO KAL UEXQL OTJHEQX ELVALT) 000G
nov T duamegva pe agova AvatoAn] - AVoT kKataAyoviag ota dUo aKQa TG OTiG dUO PACIKES TTUAEG
Twv TEXWV, T Xpuon dutika kat tnv Kacoavdgewtikr) ota avatoAwa. Kata unkog mg noav
KTIOUEVA ONUAVTIKA dNUOoIx Kal Wtk KTNow, kenveg, 1o OouapPiko toéo tov I'aAgpiov, mov
ovvédee to0 maAatt tov pe T Potovia, kaBwg kat o Immodgopoc. Ot avaokadr tov MetQo
ATOKAAVTITEL TWEA OTL VA UVIUELAKO TETQATIVAO OQLLE TO HECOV TNG 000V KaL KEVTQO TNG TTOANG, EKEL
omov Teuvotav pe pio kaBetn 006, T onuegvr) 000 BeviCéAov. Lto B0 onuEio 1) avaokadn Tov
Metpd anokaAve mEOThaTA TERA KATATTNUATWY KAL EQYATTNQRIWY, TIOU EKTEIVOVIAV KATA UIKOG
m¢ 0dov ota Pulaviva kat OBwpavika xeovia. O eUTOQIKOS XAQAKTIQAG TOU DQOUOU TAQEUELVE
OUVEXTG HéOoA OTOUG AUDVEG MEXOL Kat ToV 21° awwva, adol EVIWUETALD ELXE HETOVOUAOTTEL OE 000
Eyvatia.

Tnv o EexaBagn avadogd 010 TOCO ONUAVTIKOG TAQEHUELVE OTa PuiavTiva XQOVIA 0 ALOVAS
avtds, YVWwoTds we péon 0d6o¢ 1 Aewdopoc, magovolalel o Iwavvne Kapviatng ato Xeoviko Tov yia
v AAwon ¢ Oecsoadovikne and tovg Lagaknvois tov Avyovoto tov 904, 0tov avadeQeL 0Tt TAN 0T
Eévwv aAAa kal viomuwyv ovvégpeav ekel kat epodialoviav pe OAa ta anagaitnta. Htav tooo
UEYAAOS 0 aQLOUOG TOUG TOU EVKOAOGTEQA METQLOUVIAL OL KOKKOL TG GUUOU TIXQA 00O0L dLETXILav
avtiv TV ayoed. Ot @eooatovikeic enwdeAovviav ano Tovg avhRWToOUs AVTOUS KAl CUYKEVTRWVAV
UEYAAOUS BnoavEovs amod xeuood, aotul kat ToAUTIMoVS AlBoug: eixav Ta HETAEWTA OTIWS AAAOL T
UdAAVa, evw oL GAAES VAeg, XaAkog, oidnog, kaooitepog, HOAUPL kat YLaAL vTEXAV JE TETOWX
EMAQKELX TIOU AEKOVOAV Yix va XTLOTEL P katvovplx 1oAn. To moaypatikd peéyeog e EUTIOQIKNG
K(vNoMG auTov Tov dEOMOV YiveTal akoun mio Gpavego otav AngBei vrtoyn 1 regryEadr) 0To £QYO0 TOU
1200 awova Tipapiowv, 6tL otV TOAT cuvEQReav EUTIOQOL amt’ OA0 TOV YVWOTO TOTE KOOMO: EAANve,
BovAyagot, Pwaoor, OUyyeol, ItaAot, Ionavol, ITogroyaAol, F'aAateg, ool kat AryvnTiol

Axoun, n avackadn} tov Metgo emiBePatvel 1o YvwoTtd and TIG YOATITES TYEG OTOLXELO OTL
Ta oteyaouéva melodQoux Twv d0o avTwv 0dwv, oL aToég 1 £uPoAot, oAV AELITOVQYIKO TUNHA NG
AYOQAS KAl ONUHAVTIKO HUEQOS TNG EMTIOQKNG dQAOTNEIOTNTAS TEAYMATOTOLOUVIAV AVAUECA OTIS
KoAwveg mov Tig omowlav. Tuuata TWV OTOWV AVTWV AVIIKAV Of EKKATOAOTIKOUS QOQELS 1)
AOXOVTEG KAl eVOIKIALOVTAV E€ITE WG aveEAQTNTA KATACTIIMATA, OTIV TIQAYMATIKOTIITA TIAYKOL
MWATNONG €ite ws mpofoAai, xwoL €kBEONS TWV KATACTNUATWV Ttiow Tovs. Tnv &wova avt) Twv
oteyaouévwy, GAAote pe EVAwves otéyeg kar dAAote pe Tévteg, meCodQoMiwy pE vTtalbowx
KATAOTHUATA KAl TTayKovg duatrionoe 1 BeviCéAov péxol kat g agxés tov 200 awwva, delxvoviag
DAXOOVIKOTNTA TWV AELTOUQYLWV TWV XWEWYV 0TI pakeaiwvr) Cwr) ¢ MOANG.

LUAA0Y0s EAANVwV AgXatoAGYwV
Tomukn Enttgonn Kevroikng kat Avtikne Makedoviag
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