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ANNEX 11t

REGIONAL IMPLEMENTATION ANNEX
FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

Article 1. Purpose

The purpose of this Annex is to provide general guidelines for the implementation of the Conveation
in the Latin American and Caribbean region, in light of its particular conditions.

Article 2. Particular conditions of the Latin American and Caribbean region

The Parties shall, in accordance with the provisions of the Convention, take into consideration the
following particular conditions of the region:

(a) the existence of broad expanses which are vulnerable and have been severely affected by
desertification and/or drought and in which diverse characteristics may be observed, depending on.the area
in which they occur; this cumulative and intensifying process has negative social, cuitural, economic and
environmental effects which are all the more serious in that the region contains one of the largest resources
of biological diversity in the world;

(b) the frequent use of unsustainable development practices in affected areas as a result of complex
interactions among physical, biological, political, social, cultural and economic factors, including
international economic factors such as external indebtedness, deterforating terms of trade -and trade
practices which affect markets for agricultural, fishery and forestry products; and

(c) asharp drop in the productivity of ecosystems being the main consequence of desertification and
drought, taking the form of a decline in agricultural, livestock and forestry yields and a loss of biological
diversity; from the social point of view, the results are impoverishment, migration, internal population
movements, and the deterioration of the quality of life; the region will therefore have to adopt an
integrated approach to problems of desertification and drought by promoting sustainable development
models that are in keeping with the environmental, economic and social situation in each country.

Article 3. Action programmes

1. In conformity with the Convention, in particular its articles 9 to 11, and in accordance with their
national development policies, affected country Parties of the region shall, as appropriate, prepare and
implement national action programmes to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought as an:
integral part of their national policies for sustainable development. Subregional and regional programmes
may be prepared and implemented in accordance with the requirements of the region.

2. Inthe preparation of their national action programmes, affected country Parties of the region shall pay
particular attention to article 10, paragraph 2 (f) of the Convention.

Article 4. Content of nationa! action programmes
In the light of their respective situations, the affected country Parties of the region may take account,

inter alia, of the following thematic issues in developing their national strategies for action to combat
desertification and/or mitigate the effects of drought, pursuant to article 5 of the Convention:



