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(2) identify, in cooperation with national institutions, priorities relating to combating desertification
and mitigating the effects of drought which can better be met by such programmes, as well as relevant
actvities which could be effectively carried out through them;

(b) evaluate the operational capacities and activities of relevant regional, subregional and national
institutions;

(c) assess existing programmes relating to desertification and drought among all or some parties of
the region or subregion and their relationship with national action programmes; and

(d) formulate in a spirit of partnership, where intemational cooperation, including financial and
technical resources, is involved, appropriate bilateral and/or muitilateral arrangements supporting the

programmes.

3. Subregional or joint acton programmes may include agreed joint programmes for the sustainable
management of transboundary natural resources relating to desertification, priorities for coordination and
other activities in the fields of capacity building, scientific and technical cooperation, particularly drought
early warning systems and information sharing, and means of strengthening the relevant subregional and
other organizations or institutions.

Article 6. Regional activities

Regional activities for the enhancement of subregional or joint action programmes may include, inzer
alia, measures to strengthea institutions and mechanisms for coordination and cooperation at the national,
subregional and regional levels, and to promote the implementation of articles 16 to 19 of the Convention.
These activities may also include:

(a) promoting and strengthening technical cooperation networks;

(b) preparing inveniories of technologies, knowledge, know-how and practices, as well as traditional
and local technologies and know-how, and promoting their dissemination and use;

{c) evaluating the requirements for technology transfer and promoting the adaptation and use of such
technologies; and

(d) encouraging public awareness programmes and promoting capacity building at all levels,
strengthening training, research and development and building systems for human resource development.

Article 7. Financial resources and mechanisms

1. The Parties shall, in view of the importance of combating desertification and mitigating the effects of
drought in the Asian region, promote the mobilization of substantial financial resources and the availability
of financial mechanisms, pursuant to articles 20 and 21 of the Convention.

2. In conformity with the Convention and on the basis of the coordinating mechanism provided for in
article 8 and in accordance with their national development policies, affected country Parties of the region
shall, indivxdually or jointly:



