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(b) giving preference to the utilization of competent national experts or, where necessary, competent
experts from within the subregion and/or region, in project design, preparation and implementation, and
to the building of local expertise where it does not exist; and

(c) effectively managing and coordinating, as well as efficiently utilizing, technical assistance to be
provided. »

Article 17. Transfer, acquisition, adaptation and access to
environmentally sound technology

In implementing article 18 of the Convention relating to transfer, acquisition, adaptation and
development of technology, the Parties undertake to give priority to African country Parties and, as
necessary, to develop with them new models of partnership and cooperation with a view to strengthening
capacity building in the fields of scientific research and development and information collection and
dissemination to enable them to implement their strategies to combat desertification and mitigate the

effects of drought.
Article 18. Coordination and partnership agreements

1. African country Parties shall coordinate the preparation, negotiation and implementation of national,
subregional and regional action programmes. They may involve, as appropriate, other Parties and relevant
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations in this process.

2. The objectives of such coordination shall be to ensure that financial and technical cooperation is
consistent with the Convention and to provide the necessary continuity in the use and administration of
resources.

3. African country Parties shall organize consultative processes at the national, subregional and regional
levels. These consultative processes may:

(a) serveas aforum to negotiate and conclude partnership agreements based on national, subregional
and regional action programmes; and

(b) specify the contribution of African coimtiy Parties and other members of the consultative groups
to the programmes and identify priorities and agreements on implementation and evaluation indicators,
as well as funding arrangements for implementation.

4. The Permanent Secretariat may, at the request of African country Parties, pursuant to article 23 of the
Convention, facilitate the convocation of such consultative processes by:

(a) providing advice on the organization of effective consultative arrangements, drawing on
experiences from other such arrangements;

(b) providing information to relevant bilateral and multilateral agencies concerning consultative
meetings or processes, and encouraging their active involvement; and

(c) providing other information that may be relevant in establishing ‘or improving consultative
arrangements. ‘



