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~ (g) exploration of ways of sharing experiences. particularly regarding participation of local
populations and communities, and creation of an enabling environment for improved land use management
and for use of appropriate technologies:

(h) strengthening of the capacity of subregional organizations t0 coordinate and provide technical
services, as well as establishment, reorientation and strengthening of subregional centres and institutions:
and

(D development of policies in fields, such as trade, which have impact upon affected areas and
populations, including policies for the coordination of regional marketing regimes and for common
infrastructure.

Article 12. Organizational framework of the regional action programme

1. Pursuant to article 11 of the Convention, African country Parties shall jointly determine the procedures
for preparing and implementing the regional action programme.

2. The Parties may provide appropriate support to relevant African regional institutions and organizations
to enable them to assist African country Parties to fulfil their responsibilities under the Convention.

Article 13. Content of the regional action programme

The regional action programme includes measures relating to combating desertification and/or
mitigating the effects of drought in the following priority areas, as appropriate:

(a) development of regional cooperation and coordination of sub-regional action programmes for
building regional consensus on key policy areas, including through regular consultations of sub-regional
organizations;

(b) promotion of capacity building in activities which are better implemented at the regional level;

(c) the seeking of solutions with the international community to global economic and social issues
that have an impact on affected areas taking into account article 4, paragraph 2 (b) of the Convention;

(d) promotion among the affected country Parties of Africa and its subregions, as well as with other
affected regions, of exchange of information and appropriate techniques, technical know-how and relevant
experience; promotion of scientific and technological cooperation particularly in the fields of climatology,
meteorology, hydrology, water resource development and alternative energy sources: coordination of
sub-regional and regional research activities; and identification of regional priorities for research and
development;

(e) coordination of networks for systematic observation and assessment and information exchange,
as well as their integration into world wide networks; and

(f) coordination of and reinforcement of sub-regional and regional early warning systems and drou ght
contingency plans. .



