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(d) establish pertinent, quantifiable and readily verifiable indicators to ensure the assessment and
evaluation of national action programmes, which encompass actions in the short, medium and long terms,
and of the implementation of such programmes; and

(e) prepare progress reports on the implementation of the national action programmes.
Article 10. Organizational framework of subregional action programmes

1. Pursuant to article 4 of the Convention, African country Parties shall cooperate in the preparation and
implementation of subregional action programmes for central, eastern, northern, southern and westemn
Africa and, in that regard, may delegate the following responsibilities to relevant subregional
intergovernmental organizations:

(a) acting as focal points for preparatory activities and coordinating the implementation of the
subregional action programmes;

(b) assisting in the preparation and implementation of national action programmes;

(¢) facilitating the exchange of information, experience and know-how as well as providing advice
on the review of national legislation; and

(d) any other responsibilities relating to the implementation of subregional action programmes.

2. Specialized subregional institutions may provide support, upon request, and/or be entrusted with the
responsibility to coordinate activities in their respective fields of competence.

Article 11. Content and preparation of subregional action programmes

Subregional action programmes shall focus on issues that are better addressed at the subregional level.
They shall establish, where necessary, mechanisms for the management of shared natural resources. Such
mechanisms shall effectively handle transboundary problems associated with desertification and/or drought
and shall provide support for the harmonious implementation of national action programmes. Priority areas
for subregional action programmes shall, as appropriate, focus on:

(a) joint programmes for the sustainable management of transboundary natural resources through
bilateral and multilateral mechanisms, as appropriate;

(b) coordination of programmes to develop alternative energy sources;
(c) cooperation in the management and control of pests as well as of plant and animal diseases;

(d) capacity building, education and public awareness activities that are better carried out or
supported at the subregional level;

(¢) scientific and technical cooperation, particularly in the climatolbgicnl. meteorological and
hydrological fields, including networking for data collection and assessment, information sharing and
project monitoring, and coordination and prioritization of research and development activities;

(f) early warning systems and joint planning for mitigating the effects of drought. including measures
to address the problems resulting from environmentally induced migrations;



