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2. Regional economic integration organizations, in matters within their competence, shall exercise their
right to vote with a number of votes equal to the number of their member States that are Parties to the
Convention. Such an organization shall not exercise its right to vote if any of its member States exercises
its right, and vice versa.

PART VI: FINAL PROVISIONS
Article 33. Signature

This Convention shall be opened for signature at Paris, on 14-15 October 1994, by States Members
of the United Nations or any of its specialized agencies or that are Parties to the Statute of the
International Court of Justice and by regional economic integration organizations. It shall remain open for
signature, thereafter, at the United Nations Headquarters in New York until 13 October 1995.

Article 34. Ratification, acceptance, approval and accession

1. The Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance, approval or accession by States and by
regional economic integration organizations. It shall be open for accession from the day after the date on
which the Convention is closed for signature. Instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession
shall be deposited with the Depositary.

2. Any regional economic integration organization which becomes a Party to the Convention without any
of its member States being a Party to the Convention shall be bound by all the obligations under the

- Convention. Where one or more member States of such an organization are also Party to the Convention,
the organization and its member States shall decide on their respective responsibilities for the performance
of their obligations under the Convention. In such cases, the organization and the member States shall not
be entitled to exercise rights under the Convention concurrently. :

3. In their instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, regional economic integration
organizations shall declare the extent of their competence with respect to the matters governed by the
Convention. They shall also promptly inform the Depositary, who shall in turn inform the Parties, of any
substantial modification in the extent of their competence,

4. Inits instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, any Party may declare that, with
respect to it, any additional regional implementation annex or any amendment to any regional
implementation annex shall enter into force only upon the deposit of its instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession with respect thereto.

Article 35. Interim arrangements
The secretariat functions referred to in article 23 will be carried out on an interim basis by the
secretariat established by the General Assembly of the United Nations in its resolution 47/188 of 22
December 1992, until the completion of the first session of the Conference of the Parties.

Article 36. Entry into force

1. The Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the date of deposit of the fiftieth
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.



