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(c) provide on a regular basis, to interested Parties and relevant intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations, information on available sources of funds and on funding patterns in order
to facilitate coordination among them;

(d) facilitate the establishment, as appropriate, of mechanisms, such as national desertification funds,
including those involving the participation of non-governmental organizations, to channe! financial
resources rapidly and efficiently to the local level in affected developing country Parties; and

(e) strengthen existing funds and financial mechanisms at the subregional and regional levels,
particularly in Africa, to support more effectively the implementation of the Convention.

2. The Conference of the Parties shall also encourage the provision, through various mechanisms within
the United Nations system and through multilateral financial institutions, of support at the national,
subregional and regional levels to activities that enable developing country Parties to meet their obligations
under the Convention. _

3. Affected developing country Parties shall utilize, and where necessary, establish and/or strengthen,
national coordinating mechanisms, integrated in national development programmes, that would ensure the
efficient use of all available financial resources. They shall also utilize participatory processes involving
non-governmental organizations, local groups and the private sector, in raising funds, in elaborating as well
as implementing programmes and in assuring access to funding by groups at the local level. These actions
can be enhanced by improved coordination and flexible programming on the part of those providing
assistance.

4. In order to increase the effectiveness and efficiency of existing financial mechanisms, a Global
Mechanism to promote actions leading to the mobilization and channelling of substantial financial
resources, including for the transfer of technology, on a grant basis, and/or on concessional or other terms,
to affected developing country Parties, is hereby established. This Global Mechanism shall function under
the authority and guidance of the Conference of the Parties and be accountable to it.

5. The Conference of the Parties shall identify, at its first ordinary session, an organization to house the
Global Mechanism. The Conference of the Parties and the organization it has identified shall agree upon
modalities for this Global Mechanism to  ensure inter alia that such Mechanism:

(a) - identifies and draws up an inventory of relevant bilateral and multilateral cooperation programmes
that are available to implement the Convention;

(b) provides advice, on request, to Parties on innovative methods of financing and sources of
financial assistance and on improving the coordination of cooperation activities at the national level;

(c) provides interested Parties and relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations
with information on available sources of funds and on funding patterns in order to facilitate coordination
among them; and

(d) reports to the Conference of the Parties, beginning at its second ordinary session, on its activities.
6. The Conference of the Parties shall, at its first session. make appropriate arrangements with the

organization it has identified to house the Global Mechanism for the administrative operations of such
Mechanism. drawing to the extent possible on existing budgetary and human resources.



