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Article 17. Research and development

1. The Parties undertake, according to their respective capabilities, to promote technical and scientific
cooperation in the fields of combating desertification and mitigating the effects of drought through
appropriate national, subregional, regional and international institutions. To this end, they shall support
research activities that:

(a) contribute to increased knowledge of the processes leading to desertification and drought and the
impact of, and distinction between, causal factors, both natural and human, with 3 view t¢ combating
desertification and mitigating the effects of drought, and achieving improved productivity as well as
sustainable use and management of resources;

(b) respond w0 well defined objectives, address the specific needs of local populations and lead to .
the identification and implementation of solutions that improve the living standards af people in affected
areas;

(c) protect, integrate, enhance and validate traditional and local knowledge, know-how and practices,
ensuring, subject to their respective pational legislation and/or policies, that the owners of that knowledge
will directly bepafit on an equitable basis and on mutually agreed terms from any cemmercial utilization
of it or from any technelogical development derived from that knowledge;

(d) develop and strengthen pational, subra2gional and regional research capubilides in affected
developing country Parties. particularly in Africa, including the development of jocal skills and the
strengthening of appropriate capacities, especiaily in countries with a weak research base, giving particular
attention to multidisciplinary and participative socio-economic research;

(e) take into account, where relevant, the relationship between poverty, migration caused by
environmental factors, and desertification;

(f) promote the conduct of joint research programmes between national, subregional. regional and
international research organizations, in both the public and private sectors, for the development of
jmproved, affordable and accessible technologies for sustainable development through effective
participation of local populations and communities; and

(g) enhance the availability of water resources in affected areas, by means of, inter alia, cloud-
seeding.

2. Research priorities for particular regions and subregions, reflecting different local conditions, should
be included in acton programmes. The Conference of the Parties shall review research priorities
periodically on the advice of the Committee on Science and Technology.

Article 18. Transfer, acquisition, adaptation and development of technology

1. The Parties undertake, as mutually agreed and in accordance with their respective national legislation
and/or policies, to promote, finance and/or facilitate the financing of the wransfer, acquisition, adaptation
and development of environmentally sound, economically viable and socially acceptable technologies
relevant to combating desertification and/or mitigating the effects of drought, with a view to contributing
to the achievement of sustainable development in affected areas. Such cooperation shall be conducted
bilaterally or muitilaterally, as appropriate, making full use of the expertise of intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations. The Parties shall, in particular:



