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(h) *“affected areas” means arid, semi-arid and/or dry sub-humid areas affected or threatened by
desertification;

(i) “affected countries” means countries whose lands include, in whole or in part, affected areas;

(j) ‘“regional economic integration organization” means an organization constituted by sovereign
States of a given region which has competence in respect of matters governed by this Convention and has
been duly authorized, in accordance with its internal procedures, to sign. ratify, accept, approve or accede
to this Convention;

(k) “developed country Parties” means developed country Parties and regional economic integration
organizations constituted by developed countries.

Article 2. Objective
1. The objective of this Convention is to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought in
countries experieacing serious drought and/or desertification, particularly in Africa, through effective
action at all levels, supported by international cooperation and partnership arrangements, in the framework
of an integrated approach which is consistent with Agenda 21, with a view to contributing to the
achievement of sustainable development in affected areas.

2. Achieving this objective will involve long-term integrated strategies that focus simultaneously, in
affected areas, on improved productivity of land, and the rehabilitation, conservation and sustainable
management of land and water resources, leading to improved living conditions, in particular at the
community level.

Article 3. Principles

In order to achieve the objective of this Convention and to implement its provisions, the Parties shall
be guided, inter alia, by the following:

(a) the Parties should ensure that decisions on the design and implementation of programmes to
combat desertification and/or mitigate the effects of drought are taken with the participation of populations
and local communities and that an enabling environment is created at higher {evels to facilitate action at
national and local levels;

" (b) the Parties should, in a spirit of international solidarity and partnership, improve cooperation and
coordination at subregional, regional and intemnational levels, and better focus financial, human,
organizational and technical resources where they are needed;

(c) the Parties should develop, in a spirit of partnership, cooperation among all levels of government,
communities, non-governmental organizations and landholders to establish a better understanding of the
pature and value of land and scarce water resources in affected areas and to wock towards their sustainable
use; and

(d) the Parties should take into full consideration the special needs and circumstances of affected
developing country Parties, particularly the least developed among them.



