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ANTI TIPOAOTOY

Nikfitag M. Kakhapdvng
Mpdebpoc ¢ BouAric twv EAAVwv

Eic véuo¢ anaiteital €i¢c autnv mn xadpav,
0 onoio¢ va eMtdooel TNV EQapuoynv
6Awv TwV unoAoinwv vOUwv...

Me autég TIC Aiveg povo Aéeig, o é€oxog EppavounA Poidng
oKIaypa@noe tuxaia Kal npo@nTkd v KABoAIKN, KATAAUTIKN
aia Tou eAN\nviKoU Xuvtdypatog, Mou QETOC HETPA aloing
50 xpovia {wng.

To &1k pag Xuviaypa, yevvnpévo 10 1975 kar peyahwpévo
éw¢ 10 2025, anotéheoe tov Nopo twv Nopwv, alhd Kar
paxokokaNid ¢ EAAnvikng Anpokpatiag, 6@ kar piod aidva.

"Hrav 11 louviou tou 1975 o6tav o natépag g Tpitng EANAnvI-
KNG Anpokpatiag pe pia opdda Kopupaimy ENOTNUOVKV Katd
v E' AvaBewpntiki Bouhn, £pepe 010 QWG T0 avOEKTIKOTEPO
Kal pakpoPidtepo Xuvtaypa g vedtepng EAAGSag. O Kwv-
otavtivog¢ KapapavAng éxoviag agiepwaoel T {wn Kail 1o €pyo
TOU 0Tn Bwpdkion evog oUyXpovou KPATOUG HE oapn npooad-
VATONIOpO TPOC TA KOIVWVIKG Kal eupwnaikd 16ewdn, Katop-
Bwoe va npoikioel Tnv EANada pe pia ondvia kAnpovopid.

Mia kAnpovouid e€ehioodpevn kar {wvtavn. Nat n kapdid
10U O1KoU pag Xuvtdypatog e€akolouBei va xtund duvatd
Kal va tpogodoteital, 6w Kal névie 6ekaetieg, and th copn
anotunwon TV ATOHIKWOV Kal KOIVWVIK®OV SIKAaIwPdTwy, agie-
PWHEVWV OTOV NMOAITN KAl 0TnV Kabnuepivi tou {wn.

Eival, motelw, nepittn n dianiotwon 0T T0 LUvIaypa Ael-
TOUPYEI WG KATONTPO TWV EKAOTOTE 10TOPIKWYV, KOIVWVIKOV
Kal MONITIKQOV ouyKUpI®V. Autd ndn 10 €XOUPE MAPAKOAOU-
Onoer péoa ota xpovia, xdpn o€ pia oeIPd AvayKainv JeETa-
OXNUATIOUWV, TIOU €V NMOAN0IG e€aopdAioav TIC KATAANAESG
anavinoei§ ot MPOKANCEIC TWV KAIPWV.

IN LIEU OF A FOREWORD

Nikitas M. Kaklamanis
President of the Hellenic Parliament

One law alone is required in this land:
a law commanding that all the other laws
be enforced...

With these few words, the brilliant Emmanuel Rhoides hap-
pened -quite by chance and yet prophetically- to capture
the universal and decisive significance of the Greek Consti-
tution, which this year proudly marks 50 years of life.

Our Constitution, born in 1975 and maturing through 2025,
has served as the Law of Laws and the backbone of the
Hellenic Republic for half a century.

It was on June 11, 1975, when the father of the Third Hel-
lenic Republic, together with a group of leading experts in
the Fifth Revisionary Parliament, brought to light the most
resilient and long-lasting Constitution of modern Greece.
Konstantinos Karamanlis, having dedicated his life and
work to fortifying a modern state with a clear orientation
toward social and European ideals, succeeded in endowing
Greece with a rare legacy.

Alegacy dynamic and alive. For the heart of our Constitution
continues, five decades on, to beat strongly, nourished by
the wise articulation of individual and social rights, dedi-
cated to the citizen and to everyday life.

| believe it is almost unnecessary to state that the Consti-
tution functions as a mirror of the historical, social, and
political conditions of each era. We have already witnessed
this over the years, through a series of necessary transfor-
mations, that largely addressed the challenges of their
time.
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Eivar kdu nou anodeikvietal kai 10Topikd, 6tav yia napdderypa
10 Npwtapxikd péAnpa ¢ KuBépvnong EBvikng Evédtntag
-nou avé\aPe va enava@épel NPoowpPIva UEPOC TOU XUvtd-
ypato¢ tou '52, petd mv ntwon ¢ Aiktatopiag- ntav n
NpPOOTacia TWV ATOHUIK®V EAEUBEPIOV Kal TwV avBpwniviv
OIKAIWPATWY, PETA and pia pakpd nepiodo Piag kar avereu-
Bepiag. Tnv idia ouyun, Ye v anokatdotaon TG Anpokpa-
Tiag, To XUvtaypa KaBpépTioe Tnv enefyouca avdykn anoka-
TAotaong g Asitoupyiag Tou Kpdtoug Kal Twv MOMTIKOV
ENEUDEPINDV.

Tagidevovtag péoa otov xpOvo, npaypatonomdnkav avaloya
Bnuata npooappoyng o€ véeg ouvonkeg. Auth akpiBwe n du-
VAPIKA €UENISia MIOTOMOIET Kal TNV «gu@uia» Tou, Nou eudu-
ypappidetal JE T0 avtavakAaoTKO ToU OUVTIAYHATIKOU EKOUY -
XPOVIOPOU, Ndvta o€ aneuBeiag S1aAoyo e TNV KOIVwVid Twv
NMONITWV Kal TI§ aVAYKES TNG.

Avdapeoa ota 120 apBpa tou, pnopei Kaveic va evionioel éva
Baoiko npwtaywvioth. Autdg dev eivar dAMo¢ and v av-
Bpwnivn aia, 6nwg auth anotunwvetal kabapd and tov No-
HoBETN otnv Np®TN KIGAAg napdypapo tou dpbpou 2, 0To
Mpwto Mépog tou Xuvtayparog. Kar pdhiota 1diaitepa eupa-
TIKA ka1 oUPBONIKA.

Ye avtiBeon pe v €vvola TG «aglonpénelag» nou uiobeteita
ota S1ebvn ouvtaypatika Keipeva kar éxel Ti¢ pideg g ano
TOUG XTWIKOUG Hag, péxpl Tov Kiképwva kar tov Kavt, n EA-
Adda aykahiaoe pia noAU uynhotepn 16éa, S1aknpUooovTag
TNV unéptatn, tv andiutn kar adianpaypdteutn acia tou Av-
Bpwnou yia v Evvoun Taén.

Me kévipo tov AvBpwno hondv, 10 1975 oikodoundnke éva
Babid Kovwvika @IAEAEUBEPO LUvTaypa nou nepIAapBavel
O\a Ta anapaitnta SiKka®paAta, TS YYUNOEIG, KaBwg Kal Tig

History testifies to that fact: for example, when the primary
concern of the Government of National Unity, tasked with
temporarily reinstating part of the 1952 Constitution after
the fall of the Dictatorship, was the protection of individual
freedoms and human rights after a long period of violence
and oppression. At the same time, with the restoration of
Democracy, the Constitution reflected the urgent need to
re-establish the functioning of the State and political liber-
ties.

As time went on, similar steps were taken to adapt to new
conditions. This dynamic flexibility demonstrates the Con-
stitution’s “intelligence’, its ability to remain aligned with
the reflexes of constitutional modernization, always in di-

rect dialogue with civil society and its needs.

Among its 120 articles, one can identify a central protago-
nist: human value. This is clearly expressed by the Legislator
in the very first paragraph of Article 2, in Part One of the
Constitution — emphatically and symbolically.

In contrast to the roman notion of “dignitas” adopted in in-
ternational constitutional texts, which traces its roots from
the Stoics to Cicero and Kant, Greece embraced a far
higher concept, proclaiming the supreme, absolute, and
non-negotiable value of the Human Being as the foundation
of the Legal Order.

With the Human Being at its center, the 1975 Constitution
was built as a deeply socially liberal charter, incorporating
all the necessary rights, guarantees, and fundamental prin-
ciples and declarations, that safeguard equality and free-
dom.



Bepehindelg apxég kar SiaknpUgeIC Mou NePIPPOUPOUV TNV
100TNTA Kai Ty eAeubepia.

Kdau nou eivar epgavég and ta npwta KiIdGAag apbpa Tou, nou
HaptupoUv T0 oAokABapo avBpwnokevipikd NAaiclo OTo
onoio TonoBeteital. H 100tnta kar n eAelBepn avdantuén g
NPOCWMIKATNTAG, N EUPACN OTIG ATOUIKEG KAl MONTIKEG EAEU-
Bepieg, otnv eleubepia €kppaong, evNUEPWONG Kal MANPO-
(OPNONG, 0NV 100TNTA TWV QUAWYV, 0TA KOIVWVIKA Kal pya-
olakd Sikaiwpata, oy naideia kar otnv npootacia tou
(PUOIKOU Kal noANIoTikoU nepIBAAAOVIOG oToxeUouv en bloc
otn Bwpdkion ¢ avBpwmivng agiag kar alonpéneiag.

Tnv iG1a ouypn, 10 8ikd pag XUviaypa npooavatoAioTnke
EYKAipWG otov eupwndikd Kai Siebvn opiovta, péoa and
pnth enidiwén g e1privng, g SikaiooUvng Kai TG 01KodOHN-
ONG OUVEKTIK®OV OEOU®V PETACl TwV AWV Kal TV KPAT®V,
aM\d kar péoa anod v euBUYPAPPION TOU UE TIC EUPWNATKES
OUVTAYHATIKEG YPAPUEG, MOU TENIKA Katdgepav va pag odnyn-
OOUV JE ao@dlela otoug KOANoug g Eupwnaikng Evwong.

Kabe pia anoé ug 120 diatdgeic 100 Xuvtdypatog GUUNANP®-
VOUV ToV VONnTo Xdptn ¢ ouyxpovng eMnviknG Tlohiteiag,
{wypapiopévo pe yvnola, S1axpovikd SIKai®pata Kal Je npw-
TaywvioTh v avlpomivn {wn kar dpaoctnpidtnta. Kar 6Aa
autd, NAvia pe v anapéyk\itn Tpnon, EpUnveia Kal epap-
Hoyn toug and to tpintuxo twv E€ouoiov 6nwg tg yvwpi-
(oupe: ™ NopoBetikn, Tnv EkteAeotikn kar tn AIKaoTikn.

Yno auth v évvoia, 10 d1kd pag Xuvtaypa Sev gival pia
agnpnuévn, vopikioukn oUANNnyn. Aev eival évag oteyvog
KapBAg nou xpnoiponolgital oav @évIo niow and 6Aa 60a
ouppaivouv otnv npaypatkn {wn, 0tnv NONTIKN KAl TNV KO1-
vwvia.
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This is evident from its very first articles, which reveal the
Constitution’s unmistakably human-centered framework.
Equality and the free development of personality; the em-
phasis on individual and political liberties; freedom of ex-
pression, information, and the press; gender equality; social
and labor rights; education; and the protection of the natu-
ral and cultural environment - all these aim en bloc to for-
tify human value and dignity.

At the same time, our Constitution oriented itself early to-
ward the European and international horizon - through its
explicit pursuit of peace, justice, and the creation of cohe-
sive bonds among peoples and states, and through its
alignment with European constitutional principles, which
ultimately helped guide us safely into the European Union.

Each of the Constitution's 120 provisions contributes to
the conceptual map of the modern Greek State, drawn
with genuine, timeless rights and centered on human life
and activity - always governed by the strict observance,
interpretation, and application of these provisions by the
three Powers as we know them: the Legislative, the Exe-
cutive, and the Judicial.

In this sense, our Constitution is not an abstract legalistic
concept. It is not a dry canvas serving as a backdrop to
everything that happens in real life, in politics, and in so-
ciety.
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Eivar évag {wvtavég opyaviopog, e€eloodpevog péoa otn
pon tou xpovou. ToAutpog kal (WTkOG 600 Kal n AéEn-
KAe10i ToU akpoteleUTtiou dpBpou TOU: 0 NATPIWTIOUOS TWV
EAMAvVwv, nou eni tng ouoiag neprdappdver Kai, Kuping, de-
OpEVE! TOV KaBéva anod €UAg Pe T pNTN UNoxXpEWon TG MPo-
otaoiag twv dikaiwv pag.

YALEPQ, MEPIOOOTEPO aNO MOTE, &ival KAIPOC VA KATAVONOOUHE
0T Ta SIKaIWPATa Nou EKNopevovTdl and 1o ZUvVIaypd YEVVOUV
Kar m &ikn pag avaloyn, av 6xi noAAanAdoia, unoxpéwon
npodomong Twv adlov ¢ avBpwmdg Kar Tng eAeubepiag:
NG OIKNG Pag Kai Tou auvorou... Nati eivar autd nou kdnote
0 O€0TOKAG €U0TOXA EYPAPE:

XowotoUue va eiuaote eAstBepol. Aev eival dikaiwpa,

aAAd pia vnoxpéwon. Eivar ditnua aonpénsiacg yia to

&Bvog. Kat yia tov kabe noAitn, gjtnua autooefaoyiou.

It is a living organism, evolving through the flow of time -
precious and vital, much like the keyword of its final Article:
the patriotism of the Greeks, which in essence includes,
and above all binds, each one of us with the explicit obliga-
tion to safeguard our rights.

Today, more than ever, it is time to understand that the
rights flowing from the Constitution generate a correspon-
ding -if not greater- obligation on our part to defend the
values of humanity and freedom: our own, and those of all
others... For, as our novelist Georgios Theotokas once
aptly wrote:

We owe it to ourselves to be free. It is not a right,

but a duty. It is a matter of dignity for the nation -

and for every citizen, a matter of self-respect.



XAIPETIXMOZ

Baoileio¢ Mnayiokog
levikoc [pappatéac e BouAnc twv EAAfvwv

Mevnvta xpdvia PETd TNV Yneion Tou Xuvtdypatog tou 1975,
n Bouln twv EAMAVV, pe T d10pydvmwon tng ENETEIAKNG K-
Beong To 6o pag Zuvrayua, 1975-2025, upd 10 Kopu@aio
BeoukO YeEYOVOC TNG PETAMONTEUTIKNG TMOPEIAg ¢ Xxwpdag,
TN CUVTAYPATIKN ouykpOtnon ¢ I EAAnvikng Anpokpartiag.

To Zovtaypa tou 1975, wg kataotatikdS xapng nou opidel
TN 0X€0N TOU MOMTN HE TO KPATOG KAl XapAdoaoel ta 6pid g
e€ouoiag pe yvopova v aia tou avBpwnou, NPoEKUYE
and tnv upeia Adikn anaitnon yia dSnpoKPATIKA anokatd-
otaon. H ‘EkBeon, aflonoikviag nANB0G apXeIaK®V TEKUN-
PiV Kal UI0O€TMVTAG Pia NOAUTPONIKN NPOCEYYION, EMIXEIPEI
Va pwTioer 0x1 Hévo Ta 10TopIKd yeyovota NG ENOXNG - TV
ntwon g Aiktatopiag, tov oxnpatopé g KuBépvnong
E6vikng Evotntag und tov Kwvotavtivo Kapapavin, tnv
anokatdotaon twv Beop®v, Tig ekhoyéG tng 17ng NogpBpiou
1974 ka1 1o Snpoyngiopa g 8ng Aekepppiou yia T0 TONI-
Te1aKG QhTnpa - aAAd Kal TO EUPUTEPO NMAQIOI0 PIAC KOTVWVIAG
nou ava{ntouoe €va vEo KOIVWVIKO OUPBOAAIO, 0TO ornoio
anotun®Onke n ano@acioTKOINTA va Unv enavaingdei n
OUNOYIKN euneipia tng aveheuBepiag: éva Bepélio ndvw oTo
onoio oikodopnbnke n otabepdtepn kar pakpoPidtepn 6n-
Hokpatikn nepiodog g ouyxpovng EANGSaG.

H onukn ¢ ékBeong To 610 pag Zuviayua €ival NONTOKE-
VIPIKN, und v évvola 6T anookonef oto va avadeilel to
YUvVTaypa OX1 w¢ €va KEIPEVO via Toug €161KOUG Kal HOVO,
aMd ¢ {wvtavo nhaiolo diaBinong pe enikevipo tov ToAitn.
Apxikd, tovidovtal Kpiolueg OWEIG TOU YUVTAYHATOG, ONwS n
€10aywyn ToU NMONTEUNATOC TNG NPOEOPEUOLEVNS KOIVOBOU-
AEUTIKNG Snpokpatiag Kat o1 OePeNIOOEIC apxEC Kal EYYUNOEIG
autoU. To ekBeoiakd apnynpa dev nepiopidetal OPwS oTnv
10TOPIKA N VOUIKN avAyvwon Tou LUvtdypatog, avtifeta eni-
Xepei va avadeitel n oxéon Tou peE TNV KaBnpepvotnta:
and v eheubepia Tou Adyou kai Tou Tunou €wg o dikaiopa
oTnV epyaocia Kai t ouvOIKaNioTIKN eAeuBepia, and v npo-

WELCOME ADDRESS

Vasileios Bayiokos
Secretary General of the Hellenic Parliament

Fifty years after the adoption of the Constitution of 1975,
the Hellenic Parliament, through the organization of the an-
niversary exhibition A Constitution of our own, 1975-2025,
honors the landmark institutional event of the country's
post-dictatorship course: the constitutional establishment
of the Third Hellenic Republic.

The Constitution of 1975, as the foundational charter that
defines the relation between citizen and state and delineates
the limits of power with respect for human value, derived
from the wider people’s demand for democratic restoration.
The Exhibition, drawing on a wealth of archival material and
adopting a multimodal approach, seeks to shed light not
only on the historical events of the era -the fall of the Mili-
tary Junta (1967-1974), the formation of the National
Unity Government under Konstantinos Karamanlis, the re-
storation of institutions, the elections of November 17,
1974, and the December 8 referendum on the form of go-
vernment- but also on the broader context of a society
searching for a new social contract, that captured society's
determination not to allow the collective experience of un-
freedom to be repeated; a foundation upon which the most
stable and enduring democratic period in modern Greek
history was to be built.

The perspective of the exhibition A Constitution of our own
is citizen-centered, in the sense that it aims to highlight
the Constitution not as a text intended solely for experts,
but as a living framework for everyday life, with the Citizen
at its heart. It first emphasizes critical aspects of the Con-
stitution, such as the introduction of the system of a par-
liamentary republic and its fundamental principles and gua-
rantees. Yet the exhibition's narrative does not confine itself
to a historical or legal interpretation of the Constitution; in-
stead, it seeks to illuminate its connection to everyday life:
from freedom of speech and of the press to the right to
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otaocia ¢ 01KOYEVEIQE €wG TNV EyyUnon tng 100TNTAG Kai
BepeNiwon Tou KOIVWVIKOU Kpdtoug Oikaiou, kaBe didtagn
TOU YUVTIAYHatog ayyidel kar avtavakAd pia ntuxn tng kadn-
pepivig pac dwng. Etol, To &iké pac Xuvrayua Sev gival
a@nPENUEVO: €ival autd MOU KATOXUPWVEl T0 SiKaiwpa Tou
naidiot ot péPPWON, TNG yuvaikag otn UNTpoINTd XwpPic
anokA€lIopoug, tou epyalopévou oTnv ac@AAEla Kal oTnv
alonpénela, Tou nAIKIOPEVOU oTn ppovtida, Tou avepwnou
He avannpia otnv 106TIUN OUPPETOXN XwPic Slakpioelc.

Axbéun nepioodtepo, péoa and mv EkBeon avadeikvuetal o
NPWTONOPIAKOG XApAKTNPAg Tou Xuvtdypatog Tou 1975, ka-
B¢ Péow autou xapdxBnke n oUyxpovn UpWNATKN Nopeia
NG XWPAG, EVK TAUTOXpOva Bepatonondnkav npwipa pei-
{ovo¢ onuaciag nthpata, OnwS n NPOoTacia Tou QUOIKOU
Kai tou avBpwnoyevoug nepipdAovtog, diakUBeupa nou on-
Hepa anodeikvUETal Mo Nikaipo and noté, und 10 Pwg g
NaykOoUIag 01KOAOYIKNG KPiong Kal TG KMPATIKNG aAAayng.

Katd ta teheutaia 50 xpdvia, 1o Zuvtaypa tou 1975 avabew-
pnonke kai epnioutiotnke (1986, 2001, 2008, 2019), ako-
MouBoviag ™ {wn g Anpokpatiag nou eéppale. Kabe
avafempnon unnpée doknon wpipdtntag, anddein ou ol
Beopoi unopoUlv va avavemvovtal, Xwpig va anoduvauwvo-
vial Nati TeENKd N Katoxupwon Twv Sikaiwpdtwv dev givai
unéBeon otatkn- ival S1apKNG NPOKANON, €1I01KA O€ ENOXES
KOIVWVIKNG Kal BeoMKNg peTaBoAng, dtav n texvoloyia, n
NMANPOOpPia Kal 01 VEEC HOPQES EMKOIVViag avadiapop-
PwVouv 10 dnudoio nedio. Auth n duvatdtnta NPocApHOYNS
Kal avtoxng €ival iowg To Mo onoudaio xapakInpioTKO TOU
Yuvtdypatog tou 1975 - evlg Kelpévou avBekTikoU, Mou
MoTé OUWG OeV €XxA0E TOV AVOPWMOKEVTPIKO TOU XAPAKTNPA
Kal TOV EUPWNAIKO TOU NPOCcAvATOANIoUO.

work and freedom of association; from the protection of
the family to the guarantee of equality and the establish-
ment of the social rule of law. Every provision of the Con-
stitution touches upon and reflects an aspect of our every-
day experience. Thus, the Constitution of our own is not
abstract: it is what secures the child's right to education,
the woman's right to motherhood without exclusion, the
worker's right to safety and dignity, the elderly person's
right to care, and the right of persons with disabilities to
equal participation without discrimination.

Furthermore, the Exhibition highlights the pioneering char-
acter of the Constitution of 1975, through which the coun-
try's modern European trajectory was charted, while major
issues of critical importance -such as the protection of the
natural and human-made environment- were addressed
early on. Today, amid the global ecological crisis and climate
change, these concerns prove more relevant than ever.

Over the past 50 years, the Constitution of 1975 has been
revised and enriched (1986, 2001, 2008, 2019), following
the life of the Democracy it expressed. Each revision was
an exercise in maturity, demonstrating that institutions can
be renewed without being weakened. For ultimately, the
safeguarding of rights is not a static matter; it is a constant
challenge, especially in times of social and institutional
transformation, when technology, information, and new
forms of communication reshape the public sphere. This
capacity for adaptation and resilience is perhaps the most
remarkable characteristic of the Constitution of 1975 - a
robust text that has never lost its human-centered nature
or its European orientation.



Eykapdieg euxapioTieg yia TV EMNICTNUOVIKA ApTIOTNTA TOU
ekBeadIakoU agnynuatog avakouv otnv Emotnpovikn Eni-
tponn EniBAeyng g ExBeong, pe Mpdedpo tov opodtipo Ka-
Onyntn tng Nopikng XxoAng tou TMavemotnpiou ABnvav, K.
Kwota Maupid, Tlpdedpo tou EmotnpovikoU XupBouiiou g
Boulfi¢ twv EAAvwv, kar MéAn toug k.. TlaoxdAn Kitpopn-
Aidn, Takukd Méhog tng Akadnpiag ABnvawv, Mélog tou Eni-
otnpovikoU XupBouiiou Tng Bouhng twv ENvev-Opdtipo
Kabnynt Mohiukng Emotnpng tou Mavemotnpiou ABnvav,
Ynupo BAaxdnoudo, KaBnynth Zuvtaypatikou Aikaiou Tou
MNavermotnpiou ABnvav, Mpnyopio Walhida, Kabnynth X0y-
xpovng TloAtikng lotopiag tou loviou Mavemotnpiou, Kai
MNavayn Mavayiwténoulo, Avaninpwth Kadnynth Kovwvio-
Aoviag tou TMavemotnpiou ABnvav.

ZeXWPIOTEG euxapiotieq a&ilouv o€ OAOUG TOUG OUVAOEN-
(OUC-0UVTEAEOTEC TNG ExBeong nou doUlewav dokva Kai
EVIATIKA yIa TNV mpaypatonoinon g, kai 6n otnv Opyavw-
Tk Emitponn, pe Mpdedpo v k. Mapia KapnAdkn, 181a1té-
pw¢ O otnv Empentpia g EkBeong, k. EAévn Moudoupdkn.
To anoté\eopa piag EkBeong epunepiotatwpévng, NOAUNED]-
KNG, EUANNTNG Kal ENKUOTIKAG Y1a TO KOo1vo, Kal &n yia g pa-
ONTPIEC Kal TOUG HABNTEC TwV OXOAEIWV MOU EMOKENTOVTAN
KaBnuepivda to KorvopouMio, Toug SIKaiwVel.

Méoa ano tv ExkBeon To &iko pag Zuvrayua, 1975-2025,
0a¢ NpookahoUpe GAeg kal OAoug va Eavadiapdoete 1o XU-
VIaypa 0x1 w¢ pakpivé n auotnpd Keipevo, ald wg Kabpé-
@TIN NG Kovwviag pag, w¢ PBiwpévn npaypaukomta, we
ouMoyikn 6éopeuon va {oupe ehelbepa, dikala, pe oePacud
Ka1 euouvn.
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Our warmest thanks for the scholarly excellence of the ex-
hibition narrative are extended to the Scientific Supervisory
Committee of the Exhibition, chaired by the President of
the Scientific Council of the Hellenic Parliament, Emeritus
Professor of the University of Athens Law School, Mr. Kostas
Mauvrias, and consisting of Members Mr. Paschalis Kitromili-
des, Full Member of the Academy of Athens and Member of
the Scientific Council of the Hellenic Parliament-Professor
Emeritus of Political Science at the University of Athens;
Mr. Spyros Vlachopoulos, Professor of Constitutional Law
at the University of Athens; Mr. Grigorios Psallidas, Professor
of Modern Political History at the lonian University; and Mr.
Panayis Panagiotopoulos, Associate Professor of Sociology
at the University of Athens.

Special thanks are owed to all colleagues—contributors to
the Exhibition, who worked tirelessly and intensively to
make it a reality, particularly to the Organizing Committee
chaired by Ms. Maria Kamilaki, and especially to the Exhi-
bition Curator, Ms. Eleni Mouzouraki. The result -an exhi-
bition that is well-documented, multimedia-based, acces-
sible, and appealing to the public, especially to the school
pupils who visit Parliament daily- stands as proof of their
SUCCeSS.

Through the Exhibition A Constitution of our own, 1975-
2025, we invite each and every one of you to read the Con-
stitution anew - not as a distant or austere text, but as a
mirror of our society, as a lived reality, as a collective com-
mitment to live freely, justly, and with respect and respon-
sibility.
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H diktatopia twv ouvtaypatapxmv
Kal n endvodo¢ tng Anpokpatiag

Kwotag Maupidg

Mpoedpoc tou Emotnuovikou ZupBoudiou ¢ BouAng twv EAARVwY,
Oudtipog Kabnynti¢ e Nouikng 2xoAng tou lNaveniotnuiov ABnvav,
Enitinoc TNpdedpo¢ e Evwong EAARvwV ZuvtayuatoAdywv kat e
Aiebvoug Evwong Zuvrayuatikou Aikaiou

O1 BouheutikéG eKAOYEC NMOU €ixav MPoKnPuxOei yia v 28n
Maiou 1967, npokeipévou va 8 aouv 81€€080 ae SUo xpovia
MONITIKNG avwpaliag, o@eINOHEVN KUpiwG OTNV avenitpentn
(ka1, BéPaia, avuiouviaypatkn) avapiEn tou naiatou otd
NMONTIKA Mpdyuata, pataiwdnkav and 1o npagikdnnua nou
opydvwoav o1 eniopkor adiwpatikoi Mewpyiog MNManaddnouiog,
Nik6Aaog Makapédog kar Xtuhiavog TNattakdg, o1 onoiol, v
21n Anpihiou 1967, xatéhaBav v €fouaia kar enépaiav
KAOe0TWS YVWoTo 16iw¢ w¢ SIKTaTopia TwV OUVIAYHATAPXWDV
N XoUvVia TV OUVIAYHATAPX®V, aMd Kal w¢ anpidiavn O1-
KTatopia n kar an\n¢ w¢ «Entaetia».

Katd ta xpovia tupavviag nou akohouBnoav, v efouaia
doknoav t€ooepi KuBepvnoeig TNG OTPATIWTIKANG SIKTATOPIAC.
H npwn, unod tov Kwvotavtivo KdMia, Eioayyeléa tou Apeiou
Méyou (21 Anpihiou 1967-13 Aekepppiou 1967), o onoiog
S10pioBnke 1e 1o Baoihikd didtaypa 277 g 21ng Anpihiou
1967 Tpo6edpog Tou Ynoupyikou XupBouliou, evm pe To Ba-
o1Niko didtaypa 280 (to onoio KUpWBNKe pe Tn B ouvtaktikn
npd&n e 5nc Maiou 1967) n x@pa KnpUXONke O€ KATAOTAON
MOAIOPKIAC Kal aveotdAn n 10xU¢ dpOpwv Tou XUVIAyHaTog.
H 6eutepn, und tov Mewpyio Manadonouro (13 Aekepppiou
ToU 1967-8 Oktwppiou tou 1973), apxnyd twv npadikornn-
pHatu®v. H tpitn, und tov Xnupo Mapkedvn (8 Oxtwppiou
1973-25 NoeuBpiou 1973), noAtikd g npodIKTATOPIKNG
nep16oou, apxnyd tou Koppatog TNpoodeutkwy, 0 omnoiog
avéhape v npwBunoupyia kai Tov oxnuatopd Kupépvnong
He okond, onwg eixe dSnAwaoel, TV NPOKNPuUEn eKAOYWV Kal
TNV ENAVAAEITOUPYia TOU MoAIukou Biou, mpoondOeia nou
vaudynoe kar odnynoe o€ napaitnon v Kupépvnon Tou, Kai,
n tétaptn, und tov Adapdvtio Avdpoutadnouro, Aiknydpo
(25 NoepBpiou 1973-24 louhiou 1974).

The dictatorship of the colonels
and the restoration of Democracy

Kostas Mavrias

President of the Scientific Council of the Hellenic Parliament,
Emeritus Professor of the Faculty of Law, University of Athens,
Honorary President of the Association of Greek Constitutionalists
and of the International Association of Constitutional Law

The parliamentary elections that had been announced for
May 28, 1967, in order to provide a way out of two years
of political turmoil, mainly due to the unacceptable (and,
of course, unconstitutional) interference of the Palace in
political affairs, were thwarted by the coup d'Etat organised
by the treasonous officers Georgios Papadopoulos, Nikolaos
Makarezos, and Stylianos Pattakos, who, on April 21, 1967,
seized power and imposed a regime mostly known as the
dictatorship of the colonels or the junta of the colonels,
but also as the April dictatorship or simply as the "Seven
Years".

During the years of tyranny that followed, power was exer-
cised by four governments of the military dictatorship. The
first, under Constantine Kollias, Prosecutor of Areios Pagos,
the Supreme Court for civil and criminal cases (April 21,
1967-December 13, 1967), who was appointed President
of the Council of Ministers by Royal Decree 277 of April
21, 1967, whereas Royal Decree 280 declared a state of
siege and suspended the articles of the Constitution. The
second government, under Georgios Papadopoulos (De-
cember 13, 1967-October 8, 1973), who was the leader
of the coup. The third, under Spyros Markezinis (October
8, 1973-November 25, 1973), a politician from the pre-
dictatorship period, leader of the Progressive Party, who
took over as prime minister and formed a government with
the stated aim of calling elections and restoring political
life, an effort that failed and led to the resignation of his
government, and, finally, the fourth forth government,
under Adamantios Androutsopoulos, a lawyer (November
25, 1973-July 24, 1974).
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0 Baonidag Kwvotavtivog, avuihapfavopevog 6t éxave, ota-
d1akd, k&Be duvatdTNTa EAEYXOU TwV EVOMAWY SUVANEWY, NPO-
ondbnoe, OKTW PNVEC PETA To npadikonnua, va avtudpdoer pe
S1dyyeAua npog Tov ENNVIKG Aad Kal IE EVEPYEIEG YVWOTEG WG
10 avukivnpa e 13n¢ AekepBpiou Tou 1967, 1o onoio anétuxe
Kal TOV avAyKAoE, TNV ENOUEVN, VA ANOXWPNOE! JE TNV OIKOYE-
veld Tou and m xwpa, ouvodeuduevog and tov MNpwbunoupyd
NG OTPATIWTIKNG diKtatopiag, Kwvotavtivo KoANa.

H GiKtatopia twv oUVTayHaTapXxmV Katandtnoe TG eAeubepieg
Kal 1a Sikaiwpata Twv EAnvev pe oUNAYEIS, (PUAAKICEIG Kal
BaocaviopoUg NONITWY, KATECTEIAE TNV EAEUBEPia TOU TUMOU, JE
A\OYOKpI0ia, KATdoXeon Kal anaydpeuon KUKAOYopiag epnpe-
pidwv Kar NePIOBIKWY, v NPoéPn Kal o€ HAdKEG anoTAgelg
ASIOHATIKWY TIOU KPIONKav YN UNooTtNPIKTIKOI MPOG T0 KABEDTAG,
ONw¢ Kal o€ anoAUoEIg, akdUn Kal Hadkég, SIKaoTwy Nou Kpi-
Onkav «un eBvikdpoves». H KoivoBouheutikn Xuvéheuon (unod
v ovopaocia YupBouleutikn Xuvéheuon éwg 10 1974) tou
YupBouliou tng Eupwdnng, pe whgiopd g (to un' apiby. 346
Tou louviou 1967), &Uo nepinou pnveg petd v empoAn otpa-
TWTKNG Siktatopiag oty ENAda, e€€ppaoe ™ {wnpn avnouxia
MG via v napafiaon twv SIKAIWUATWY TOU avBpwnou Kai
TV OePeNwOWV eNeUBEPIOV 0N XWpa. AkolouBnoe oelpd
EVEPYEIMV Kal ano@doswv opydvwv Tou Xupfouliou g Eu-
pWNNG yia 1o ginpa autd. Tn 12n AekepPpiou 1969, n EAMGOa,
He dnAwon tou unoupyoU E€wtepikav Mavayiwt MnvéAn, ka-
Thyyeke ™ LUuppaon g POUNG yia TNV Npodomnion Twv dikaim-
HAT®V ToU avBpwnou Kal Twv OepeNimdmv eAeubepIV Kal TO
MNpo6oBeto MpwtdkoAo twv lNapioivv o auth (nou eixav Ku-
pwOei pe tov vopo 3229,/1953), 6nwg kai 1o Kataotatukd tou
YupBouhiou G Eupwnng (oto onoio gixe npooxwpnoel n EA\ada
v 9n Auyouotou 1949), kai anoxwpnoe anod t ouvedpiaon
n¢ Enitponng Ynoupymv, npokeipévou, Onwe npopAendtav wg
BéBaio, va npoAdBer TN Aiyn and@aong n onoid, WG NPWTO Hé-
00, Ba avéoTENE TNV EKNPOCKNMON TG 0 autdv Tov d1edvn
opyaviouo kai Ba v kahouoe va anooupBei and autov. H Ea-

Eight months after the coup, King Constantine, realizing
that he was gradually losing all control over the armed
forces, attempted to react with a proclamation to the
Greek people and with actions known as the counter-coup
of December 13, 1967, which failed and forced him, the
following day, to leave the country with his family, accom-
panied by the Prime Minister of the military dictatorship,
Konstantinos Kollias.

The dictatorship of the colonels trampled on the freedoms
and rights of the Greek people with arrests, imprisonments,
and torture of citizens, suppressed freedom of the press
with censorship, confiscation and banning of newspapers
and magazines, and carried out mass dismissals of officers
deemed unsupportive of the regime, as well as dismissals,
even mass dismissals, of judges deemed "unpatriotic". The
Parliamentary Assembly (known as the Consultative As-
sembly until 1974) of the Council of Europe, in its resolution
(No. 346 of June 1967), about two months after the impo-
sition of military dictatorship in Greece, expressed its deep
concern over the violation of human rights and fundamental
freedoms in the country. This was followed by a series of
actions and decisions by Council of Europe bodies on this
issue. On December 12, 1969, Greece, through a statement
by Foreign Minister Panagiotis Pipinelis, denounced the
Rome Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms and the Additional Protocol of Paris
thereto (ratified under Law 3229,/1953), as well as the
Statute of the Council of Europe (to which Greece had ac-
ceded on August 9, 1949), and withdrew from the meeting
of the Committee of Ministers. This happened in order, to
prevent, as was to be expected, the adoption of a decision
which, as a first measure, would suspend Greece's represen-
tation in the Council of Europe and call on Greece to with-
draw from it. After the restoration of democracy in the
country, Greece rejoined the Council of Europe on No-



Adda enavéxapye oto upBouhio g Euponng v 28n Noep-
Bpiou 1974 (kupwbnKkav, ek véou, L€ TO VOUoBETIKO Sidtaypa
53 ¢ 19.09.1974, n X0pBaon ¢ Poung yia tv npodornion
TV OIKAIWPATWY TOU avOp@nou Kal Twv BepeNindmv eAeube-
POV Kar 1o Tpdobeto TlpwtdkoMo twv Tapioiwv oe auth)
HETA TNV anokatdotaon g Anpokpatiag oth Xwpa.

O1 npd&eig avtiotaong katd Tou oTPATIWTIKOU KABEOTWTOG NTav
NOMEC kai Siapkeic. Evdeiktuka avagpépetal 6t t 13n Auyouotou
1968 éyive anoneipa Gorogoviag katd tou diktdtopa ewpyiou
Manaddnoulou and tov AAéko TavayoUAn, v n kndeia tou
lewpyiou Manavdpéou, v 3n NoepPpiou 1968, petatpdnnke
o€ auBdpuntn Giadniwon tou eENANVIkoU AdoU Katd TG otpa-
TWUKNG XoUvtag. Avtiotaon otn otpatiwTkn diktatopia ekdn-
AOONKe Kar oug idiec ug évoneg duvdpelg, e to Kivnpa tou
Nautikou tov Mdio tou 1973, étav, NpwtooTat®viag o€ auto,
0 Nikog IManndag odnynoe otnv Itahia 10 avttopridikd «BéNOG
11> Tou onoiou Atav KUBEPVNTNG. L€ OUVEXEID NG KATAANYNG
™G Nopikng and gortntég v 2 1n OePpouapiou 1973, o1 onoior,
anod v tapdtoa Tou Kpiou g, KAAeoav o€ oupnapdotaon
TOV Aad OTOV aywva Katd TG oTpatwtkng Xouvtag, n (POITNTIKN
E€€yepon tou MoAutexveiou, Tov NoéuPpio tou 1973, anotéheoe
Kopugpaia otypn tou avudiKTatopIKoU aywvd, Nou ETUXE na-
YKOOUIaG NpoBoAnG kar ouvéPale anogaciotikd oty anoduva-
Hwon tou OIKTATopIkoU KaBeotwtog. Metd tn Biain KataotoAn
g, 0 npadikonnuatiag Anpntpiog lwavvidng avétpeye tov le-
wpyio Manaddénoulo, 10xupo, £wC TOTE, AvOpa ToU SIKTATOPIKOU
KaBeoTWTOG, 0 0Moiog, and v Katdpynon ¢ BaoiAsiag pe m
ouvtaktkn npdén ¢ 1ng louviou 1973 «Ilepi kaBibpUoews
nohiteupatog lMNMpoedpikng Kovopouheutikng Anpokpatiag, Tpo-
MoNomMoewe Tou LUvIdypatog kal Sievepyeiag Snpoyn@iopatog»,
kateixe 10 aiopa Tou npoowpivou MNpoédpou g Anpokpartiag,
kai, and m 19n Auyouotou 1973 éw¢ v 25n NoegpBpiou
1973, 10 a€iwpa tou MNpoédpou g Anpokpatiag.
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vember 28, 1974 (the Rome Convention for the Protection
of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and the Ad-
ditional Protocol of Paris thereto were ratified, again, with
Legislative Decree 53 of September 19, 1974).

The acts of resistance against the military regime were
numerous and continuous. Indicatively, it should be noted
that on August 13, 1968, Alekos Panagoulis attempted to
assassinate dictator Georgios Papadopoulos, while the fu-
neral of Georgios Papandreou on November 3, 1968, turned
into a spontaneous demonstration by the Greek people
against the military junta. Resistance to the military dicta-
torship also manifested itself within the armed forces them-
selves, with the Navy Movement in May 1973, when Nikos
Pappas led the destroyer "Velos 11", of which he was the
captain, to ltaly. Following the occupation of the Law
School of Athens by students on February 21, 1973, who,
from the roof of the building, called on the people to sup-
port the struggle against the military junta, came the stu-
dent uprising at the Polytechnic in November 1973 as a
high point of the anti-dictatorial struggle, which received
worldwide coverage and contributed decisively to the
weakening of the dictatorial regime. After the violent sup-
pression of the Polytechnic's uprising, Dimitrios loannidis,
an officer strongly involved in the coup d'Etat of April
1967, overthrew Georgios Papadopoulos, the powerful
man of the dictatorial regime until then, who, since the
abolition of the monarchy on June 1, 1973, held the office
of provisional President of the Republic, and, from August
19, 1973, to November 25, 1973, the office of President
of the Republic.
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Tn 15n loukiou 1974, o Anpntpiog lwavvidng, anokaAoUpEVOS
Kal «adpatog SIKIAtopag», opyavwoe npadikonnua evavtiov
ToU Npoédpou Makapiou otn Meyahdévnoo, NPooEEPOVIAC T0
npooxnpa oty Toupkia va eiopael, v 201 loukiou 1974, oe
QuTA Kal va kataAdPel alda Kal va GUVEXIOE! va KATEXET EKTOTE
T0 €vd TPITo Tou £8APOUG NG, Katanatwviag to Siebveég dikaio
KAl ayvowvtag ta yneiopata tou XupBouliou Aogaleiag Ka
TI¢ ano@doelg g Mevikng Xuvéleuong tou OpyaviopoU Hvwpé-
vwv EBvdv nou v katadikaoav yia v evépyeid g autn.

H avikavémta avtidpaong omv Toupkikn €iopoAn omv Kunpo
NPOKAAEDE TNV GUEON KATdPPEUON TOU OIKTATOPIKOU KABETTWTOG.

H 23n louhiou 1974 unfp&e n npuépa Tou TEAOUC NG OTPATIWTIKNG
Siktaropiag, n onoia avoAigonke 61 Sev pnopoUoe va Siaxelpiodei
TO PEYEDOC KA1 TIG OUVENEIEG TOU MANYUIATOG TIOU EIXE KATAPEPE!
oToV EN\NVIOHO N TOUPKIKN g10BoAn v Kunpo. Etor, n e€oucia
napaddbnke otoug MONTIKOUG, LETA and oUOKEWN, LE OPIOUEVOUS
ané autoug, Tou atpatnyol Oaidwva [Kidkn, o onoiog €ixe diopi-
00¢i Mpdedpog g Anpokpatiag and m oTpaTtwtkn SIKTatopia
petd v avatponn tou Mewpyiou Manadénoulou.

AnotéAeopa g diaBouleuong ntav va npookAnBei, yia tv avi-
HETMmon G kpioung katdotaong, o Kwvotavtivog Kapapaving,
0 onoiog, and tov Aekéuppio tou 1963, ixe petoiknoe oto lNa-
piol, avépepe &€ TOUC AOYOUC NG ANOXWPNONG TOU anod TNV Nno-
NITIKN O€ EMNIOTOAN TOU OTOUC BOUAEUTEC TOU KOPATOG TOU OMoiou
ntav apxnyog. H 1otopia kataypdpel, aAAd Kai o i810¢ UNovoeEi,
otV €MOTOAN auTh, WG évav and Toug AGyoug, T OUYKPOUOT
TOU 1€ To naAdn. XUPBONIKNG onpaciag eival To 6T n EMoTtpoEn
Tou otnv EANGSa éyive pe agponidvo nou tou d1ébeoe o TtoTe
Mpdedpog tng MaMikng Anpokpatiag Bakepu Ziokdp Nt Eotaiv.

[pohtn evépyeia Tou Kwvotavtivou Kapapavin unnpée n ou-
YKpOINOoN Kupépvnong EBvikng Evotntag, pe ouppetoxn no-
NTIKQOV ano ta dUo HeyahlTtepa KOPUATA TNG NPOJIKTATOPIKNG

On July 15, 1974, Dimitrios loannidis, also known as the
"invisible dictator," staged a coup against President Ma-
karios in Cyprus, providing Turkey with a pretext to invade
it on July 20, 1974, and to occupy and continue to hold
one-third of its territory ever since, in violation of inter-
national law and ignoring the resolutions of the Security
Council and the decisions of the United Nations General
Assembly condemning it for this action.

The inability to respond to the Turkish invasion of Cyprus
led to the immediate collapse of the dictatorial regime.

July 23, 1974, marked the end of the military dictatorship,
which realized that it could not manage the magnitude
and consequences of the blow that the Turkish invasion of
Cyprus had dealt to Hellenism. Thus, power was handed
over to politicians, after a meeting was held with some of
them by General Phaedon Gizikis, who had been appointed
President of the Republic by the military dictatorship after
the overthrow of Georgios Papadopoulos.

As a result of the consultation, Konstantinos Karamanlis,
who, since December 1963, had moved to Paris, was in-
vited to address the critical situation. He had stated the
reasons for his departure from politics in a letter to the
members of parliament of the party he led. History records,
and he himself hints at in this letter, that one of the reasons
was his conflict with the Palace. 1t is symbolic that he re-
turned to Greece on a plane provided by the then President
of the French Republic, Valery Giscard d'Estaing.

Konstantinos Karamanlis' first action was to form a govern-
ment of national unity, with the participation of politicians
from the two largest parties of the pre-dictatorship period
(the National Radical Union and the Center Union), as well
as figures who had participated in the anti-dictatorial strug-



nep10dou (tng EBvikng Pidoonactikng Evwoewd kar g Evo-
oew¢ Kévipou), ald Kal NpoowMIKOTATWY TOU EiXAV OUUHE-
Taoxel otov avudIKIatopikO aywva. Ta Kaipia¢ onpaociag
unoupyeia E€wtepikav, EOvikng Apuvag kar Anpooiag Ta&ng
avélaBav o Mewpylog Maupog, Avtinpdedpog tng KuBépvnong
EBvikng Evotntag, o Eudyyehog ABépw@ Kal 0 andotpatog
otpatnyog Lo wv [kikag, avtiotoixa. H ouykpdtnon g Ku-
Bépvnong ohokAnpwBnke otig 24 louhiou 1974,

Apéowe petd v endvodo ¢ ONUOKPATIKNG VOUIPOTNTAG,
Kal PEXPT TG EKAOYEC yia v avdadeidn EOvikng Avtinpoow-
neiag, ekdOOnNKav pei(ovog onpaoiag vopIka Keipeva, onwg:

a. To npoedpikd didtaypa 519 tng 26n¢ loukiou 1974 «nepi
XOPNYNOEWG AUVNOTIAC», KAT EQAPUOYNV TOU Onoiou apvn-
otelOnKav OAeG 01 MPAEeIC avtiotaong Katd g SiKtatopiag
MOV €ixav XapakmpioBei w¢ eykAnpata, apédnkav eAeUbe-
pOI 01 KATddIKO! Kal MPOPUAAKIOUEVOT Yia auTd, Kai anodd-
BOnkav otoug SIKaIoUXouG TwV ONA Ta KataoxeBévta évtuna.

B. H ouvtakukn npd&n ¢ 1ng Auyouotou 1974 «nepi anoka-
TAOTA0EWC TS ONPOKPATIKNG VOUIHOTNTAS Kal puOpioewg Oe-
Hatwv tou dnpooiou Biou PEXPI TOU OPIOTIKOU KaBopiopoU
TOU MONTEUPATOG KAl TNG KATAPTIOEWS VEOU ZUVIAYUATOG TNG
XWpag», KT e@appoynv e onoiag enavatédnkav oe 10xU,
HEXPT TNV WYAPION TOU OPIOTIKOU YUVTAYHATOC TG XWPAG, Ol
Siatageic Tou Yuvtdypatog tou 1952, e€aipéoel autwv nou
kabopidav ™ poppn tou noAtelpatog. H idia ouvtaktkn
npagn 6pioe eniong, Petadl ANy, 6T, Péxpl Tov Kabopiouo
NG HOPMNG TOU TIONTEUPATOC and v eAeUBepn BouAnon
TOU eN\NVIKoU AaoU, Ta KaBnkovta Tou avatatou dpxovta
Ba aokouvtav and tov Mpdedpo e Anpokpatiag, ét, Héxp
™ oUykAnon g EBvikng Avumpoowneiag, th VOHOBETIKN
e€ouaia Ba aokouoe 10 Ynoupyikd LUPBOUNIO PE VOLOBETIKA
Siatdypara, Kai, Aog, éu tov Mpdedpo ¢ Anpokpatiag,
andévta n KwAuopevo, Ba avaninpwve o Tpwdunoupyog.

To &iké pag Zuvtaypa 1975 - 2025 I 29

gle. The key ministries of Foreign Affairs, National Defense,
and Public Order were taken over by Georgios Mavros,
Vice-President of the Government of National Unity, Evan-
gelos Averoff and retired General Solon Gikas, respectively.
The formation of the government was completed on July
24,1974,

Immediately after the restoration of democratic legitimacy,
and until the elections for the National Assembly, legal
texts of major importance were issued, such as:

a. The Presidential Decree 519 of July 26, 1974, "On the
granting of amnesty", pursuant to which all acts of re-
sistance against the dictatorship that had been classified
as crimes were pardoned, those convicted and impriso-
ned for them were released, and all confiscated docu-
ments were returned to their rightful owners.

b. The Constitutional Act of August 1, 1974, "On the re-
storation of democratic legitimacy and the regulation
of public life until the final determination of the political
system and the drafting of a new Constitution for the
country", pursuant to which the provisions of the 1952
Constitution were reinstated until the final Constitution
of the country was adopted, with the exception of those
provisions that determined the form of government.
The same constitutional act also stipulated, among
other things, that until the form of government was de-
termined by the free will of the Greek people, the duties
of the head of State would be exercised by the President
of the Republic, that until the National Assembly was
convened, legislative power would be exercised by the
Council of Ministers through legislative decrees, and, fi-
nally, that the President of the Republic, if absent or
unable to perform his duties, would be replaced by the
Prime Minister.
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y. To vopoBetikd &idtaypa 59 g 23ng XentepPpiouv 1974
«[lepi OUOTAOEWG KAl ENAVAAEITOUPYIAG TWV MONTIKOV
KOUPATWV», KAT EQAPUOYNV TOU OMoiou KAtéotn eAeUBepn
n Agitoupyia GAwV TV KOPUATWY, Kal Tou KoPpouvioTiKoU
Koppatog EANASag nou, pe avaykaotuko VOUO, €IXE KNpu-
x0¢i napavopo oug 27 Askepppiou 1947.

O1 npayteg ekhovég, ™ 17n NoepPpiou 1974, petd v €€0do
NG XWpPag and m oTpatwtkn diktatopia, édwoav, pe and-
Autn nielopnegia (54,3%) kai, Adyw ToU EKAOYIKOU OUOTNHA-
106G (v.6. 65/1974 & n.6. 651/1974), akopn peyalltepo
ap1Buo €6pwv otn BouAn (220), tn vikn oto képpa (Néa An-
pokpatia) tou Kwvotavtivou Kapapavin. H Evwon Kévipou-
Néeg Auvapeig, pe npdedpo tov Mewpyio Malpo, éhaPe 10
20,4% tov ynowv kar 60 é5peg, 1o TA.2X0.K., pe npoedpo
tov Avbpéa TManavopéou, 10 13,6% twv ynowv kar 12 €5peg,
Kal n Evwpévn Apiotepd, pe emKe@aing g d101kouoag ni-
Tponng Tou ouvaomiopou tov HAia HAioU, 10 9,5% twv ynewv
Kar 8 €0peg.

210 Snpoyngiopa ¢ 8ng AekepBpiou 1974 o0 eANAnvikdg
Aa0¢G anopavonke, pe 69,18% twv ynowv, unép g apaci-
Aeutng Onuokpartiag.

Tnv 11n AekepBpiou 1974 o otpamyodg daidwv MKiGkng unéBaie
NV napaitnon tou ano 1o agiwpa tou Mpoédpou g Anpokpa-
tiag, ka1  18n AekepBpiou 1974 n Bouhn e€éhe€e w¢ npoow-
p1vo Tpoédpo g Anpokpatiag tov MixanA Ztaoivonoulo.

To uno otoixeio " Wngiopa g 20/24.121974 «Ilepi ou-
otdoewg €1d1kng Emtponng kar €161koU Kavoviopou twv ep-
Yaoi®wVv Autng Npog avabe®pnaotv KAl CUUNANPWOIV ToU Xu-
vidypatog g 1ng lavouapiou 1952» kaBdpioe tn diadikaocia
enegepyaoiag tou KuBepvntikoU oxediou Xuvtdypatog, Kai to
A" Whgiopa g E° AvaBewpnuikng Boukng diaknpue 6t «H
Anpokpatia dikaiw oudénote kKateAUBN», kal PUBUIOE Ta OXE-

c. Legislative Decree 59 of September 23, 1974, "On the
establishment and reactivation of political parties",
which allowed all parties to operate freely, among them
the Communist Party of Greece, which had been de-
clared illegal on December 27, 1947.

After the country emerged from military dictatorship, the
first elections, held on November 17, 1974, gave the vic-
tory to Konstantinos Karamanlis' party New Democracy
with an absolute majority (54.3%), and, due to the electoral
system (I.d. 65/1974 & p.d. 651/1974), an even greater
number of seats in Parliament (220). The Centre Union-
New Forces, led by Georgios Mavros, received 20.4% of
the votes and 60 seats, PASOK, led by Andreas Papandreou,
received 13.6% of the votes and 12 seats, and the United
Left, headed by the coalition's executive committee chair-
man llias lliou, received 9.5% of the votes and 8 seats.

In the referendum of December 8, 1974, the Greek people
voted 69.18% in favor of a Republic.

On December 11, 1974, General Faidon Gizikis submitted
his resignation from the office of President of the Republic,
and on December 18, 1974, the Parliament elected Michail
Stasinopoulos as interim President of the Republic.

Resolution C of 20/24.12.1974 "On the establishment of
a special committee and special rules of procedure for its
work to revise and supplement the Constitution of January
1, 1952" determined the procedure for drafting the govern-
ment’s proposed Constitution, and Resolution D of the
Fifth Revisionary Parliament declared that "The Democracy
has never been abolished" and regulated matters relating
to the prosecution of crimes committed during and by the
military dictatorship.



TIKG pe ™ diwén twv eyKANUATWV TOU NPASIKOMAPATOG TNG
2 1n¢ Anpihiou.

Kupia anootoAn tng E” AvaBewpnuikng BouAng fitav n yhgion
«0PIOTIKOU» YUVIAYHATOG. XTNV MPAYUATIKOTNTA, KAl autd
EVIVE KAT anOTEAEOUA, N YhH@ion VEOU LUVTAYUATOG.

H KoivoBouleutikn Enitponn Katéverle 10 OXeTkO €pyo g
oe 600 Ynoentponég, nou eneepydodnkav 10 KUPEPVNTIKO
ox€610 Xuvtaypatog. H A" Ynoemnitponn ouvnABe og 19 ouve-
dpidoeig, ka1 n B oe 16. Ev ouvexeia, n KoivoBouleuTikn
Eritponn, petd t ouvedpiaon g 22a¢ Maptiou 1975, é0eoe
unoyiv g OlopéAeiag tng Boulng, pe Eionyntikn ExBeon
NG, T0 0X€510 ZUVIAYHATOS ONwg autd diapopewdnke and
T1¢ U0 Ynoemtponég tng Kai v idia oe ONopéeia.

H OMopéAeia tng BouAig ouvnhBe o€ 32 ouvedpidoeig nou,
o€ Sidotnpa OAiywV PNVAV, apiepnBnKav anokAEIOTIKE otnv
enegepyaoia Tou KEIPEVOU TO onoio Yneiodnke w¢ Xuvtaypa
ToU 1975. Znpavtikdg apiBpdg tponoAoyi®v Bouheut®v Tng
OUPMONITEUONG Kal TNC AVTTIONTEUONG £yivav SeKTEC Katd
oudhtnon.

Metd 1o népag tng ene€epyaoiag Tou XUVIAYHATOG, OUVAADE
n Emitponn otnv onoia €ixe avateBei n ouotnpatikn katdtagn
0€ €VIai0 KEPEVO TwV Yn@IoBévwv dpBpwv Tou ZUVIAyHaTtog,
Kar n onoia eixe e€ouoiodotnBei va empépel o€ auto TG ava-
YKaieG @paotkéG YETABONEG, XwPig, OUWS, alayn Tou ou-
0100TIKOU TIEPIEXOUEVOU TOU.

To yngi1o6év 010 OUVOAO KEIUEVO TOU LUVTAYHATOG dnpoai-
euonke oto un' ap1Bpov 111 A" tng 9ng louviou 1975 OUAo
¢ Epnuepidoc tg Kupepvnoewc.

To XUvtaypa tou 1975 unnpée 10 anotéheopa enegepyaoiag
o€ B&Bo¢ Twv dpBpwv tou. Ta Npaktkd Twv oudnTNoewv T000
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The main mission of the Fifth Revisionary Parliament was
to "finalize" the Constitution. In reality, this resulted in the
adoption of a new Constitution.

The Parliamentary Committee divided the relevant work
into two Subcommittees, which worked on the govern-
ment's draft Constitution. The First Subcommittee held 19
meetings, and the Second Subcommittee held 16. Sub-
sequently, following its meeting on March 22, 1975, the
Parliamentary Committee submitted to the Plenum of the
Parliament, with its Introductory Report, the draft Consti-
tution as formulated by its two Subcommittees and the
Plenary Session of the Parliamentary Committee itself.

The Plenum of Parliament convened in 32 meetings which,
over a period of a few months, were devoted exclusively
to the drafting of the text that was voted as the 1975
Constitution. A significant number of amendments by
members of the ruling party and the opposition were ac-
cepted during the debate.

After the Constitution had been drafted, the Committee
responsible for systematically classifying the adopted ar-
ticles of the Constitution into a single text, convened and
made the necessary phrasal changes, without, however,
changing its substantive content.

The entire text of the Constitution as voted on by the Fifth
Revisionary Parliament, was published in the Government
Gazette No. 111 A of June 9, 1975.

The 1975 Constitution was the result of an in-depth elabo-
ration of its articles. The minutes of the discussions of
both the Parliamentary Committee and, in particular, the
Plenum of the Fifth Revisionary Parliament, highlight the
high scientific and political level at which the relevant dia-
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¢ KorvoBouleutikng Emitponng 6oo ka, e101kotepa, g Oho-
péelag g E” AvaBewpntikng BouAng avadeikviouv 1o uynio
ENMIOTNHOVIKO Kal MONITIKO eninedo oto onoio éAape xwpa petatl
TWV NMONTK®OV duVAEWY 0 oXeTKdS S1dAoyog, 0 onoiog €ixe
NV UNOOoTNPIEN Kal TNG ENICTARNG UE OXETIKA dnpOOIEUpATA.

0 titho¢ TN HOPPNG TOU NONITEUPATOS WE NPOEOPEUOHEVNG
KolvoBouleutikng Snpokpatiac anodider téoo v emioyn
TOU OUVTAKTIKOU VOUOBETN va ival dIPETOg 0 avwtatog dpxwV
(«e1¢ avTid1aoToANV MPOG TNV Nap’ Nyiv eni pakpd £tn eykadi-
Spupévny "Baoihevopévny" KOTVOBOUAEUTIKNY Snpokpatiav»,
avaéper n Elonynukn EkBeon tng eni tou Zuvtdypatog Koi-
voPouleutikng Emitponng) 600 kal 0pIoUEVEG anopaCIOTIKES
yia ™ pUBpIon Tou NoAIteUpatog appodidtnteg nou 51€0eTe 0
Mp6edpo¢ g Anpokpatiag, T¢ onoieg, akpIPWC, KATApynoe
n avaBewpnon tou 1986.

Me ¢ S1atdceic tou lMpwtou kar tou AsUtepou Mépoug tou
Yuvtdypatog, und t Siaknpuén 6T 0 0ePacuOC Kal n Npo-
otaoia ¢ agiag Tou avBpwnou anoteAoUV UNOXpEwaon NG
MoMiteiag, S1ao@aiiodnke eupl @dopa eleubepidv kair O1-
KAIWPATwV v EAAvov e181kotepa Kal Tou avepwnou yevi-
KOTEPQ, OpIoUEVA aNO Ta OMnoia KATOXUPWVOVIAV Kal O€ na-
Aaidtepa Xuvtaypata. Evoeiktikd, SiaknpUxOnke n eheubepia
NG TéXVNG, TNG EMIOTNUNG Kal TN S1daoKaAiag, KAToXupwOnke
TO KOIVWVIKO KPATog He Tn B€on und v npootacia Tou Kpd-
TOUG TNG OIKOVYEVEIAS WG BePeNiou TNG oUVINENONG KAl NPo-
aywyng tou €0voug, onwg kai tou yduou, TNG PNTpoTNTag
Kar Tn¢ naidikng nAikiag, Katoxupwonkav oo 10 dikaiwpa
otnv epyacia 600 Kal n eAeubepia epyaciag, KATEOTN KPATIKN
unoxpéwon n S1ao@Aaiion g oUVOIKANIOTIKNG eAeuBepiag
KAl N MPooTacia Tou SIKAIOPATOS TwV epyalopévwy oTnv
anepyia, ONwE Kai n NPooTacia Tou UOIKOU Kal MONTIOTIKOU
nepiBarlovtog, kar €onkav, pe €181kA pudbuion, und v gy-
yunon tou Kpdtoug, 0to aUvold Toug, Ta S1kaiduata Tou av-
BpWNou ¢ atOPOU Kal WS PENOUG TOU KOIVWVIKOU OUVOAOU.

logue took place between the political forces, also sup-
ported by publications of law scholars.

The title of the form of government reflects both the choice
of the constitutional legislator to have an elected head of
state ("in contrast to the 'monarchical' parliamentary de-
mocracy that had been established in our country for many
years", as states the Introductory Report of the Parlia-
mentary Committee on the Constitution), and to give cer-
tain powers to the President of the Republic that were
decisive for the regulation of the political system, and
which were abolished by the 1986 revision of the Consti-
tution.

The provisions of Parts 1 and 11 of the Constitution, under
the declaration that respect for and protection of human
dignity are obligations of the State, guaranteed a wide
range of freedoms and rights for Greeks in particular and
for all human persons in general, some of which were also
enshrined in earlier Constitutions. For example, freedom of
the arts, science, and teaching was proclaimed, the welfare
state was enshrined with the family as the foundation for
the preservation and advancement of the nation, as well
as marriage, motherhood, and childhood, being placed
under the protection of the State. Both freedom of work
and the right to work were assured, and it became a state
obligation to guarantee freedom of association and protect
the right of workers to strike, as well as the protection of
the natural and cultural environment. All rights of persons
as individuals and as members of society were placed
under the guarantee of the State by means of a special
provision.

With regard to Part 11l of the Constitution, indicative e-
xamples include the following: the introduction of a pro-
vision allowing for the recognition, by treaty or agreement, of



Q¢ npog 10 Tpito Mépog tou Xuvidypatog, emnonpaivovial,
evOeIKuKd, n Béomon pubuiong yia T duvatdTnta avayve-
plong, Ye ouvONKn N oup@wvia, og dpyava dieBvwv opyavi-
op®@V, appodiotntwv nou npopAénovtal and to Xuviaypa -
n onoia ZeIOIKEUONKE, e TNV EPUNVEUTIKN dNAwoN 01O dp-
Bpou 28 tnv onoia gionyaye n avabewpnon tou 2001, olp-
Pwva Ye TNV onoia 1o dpOBpo autd anoteei To VOpIKSG Bepiéhio
TNG OUPPETOXNG TNG XWPAG 0TS 1adikacie eUpwNAikNG oho-
KANpWONG - n Aentopepng kataypaen g diadikaoiag avd-
6e1Eng tng Kupépvnong kai tng BouAng aAAd Kal Twv ox€0Emv
KuBépvnong kar Bouhng, n diaknpuén ¢ autovopiag g
BouAng, n katoxUpwon NG AEITOUPYIKAG KAl MPOCWMIKAG
avetaptnoiag twv O1KaoTwyv, N opydvwon g 610iknong Tou
Kpdtoug Katd 1o anokevipwtikd olotnua, n kKabiépwon tou
€AEYXOU TNC OUCIAOTIKNG OUVIAYHATIKOTNTAC TwV VOHWV. Q¢
npog 10 TEtapto MEPoG Tou Luvtaypatog emonpaivovtal, eni-
ong evdeIKTIKd, 0 npoadiopiouog Twv S1atagewmv Tou nou dev
unokevtal o€ avabewpnaon, €hog, n diaknpuén 6T n Tpnon
TOU XUVTAYHATOG EnaAgietal 0Tov Natpiwtiopd twv EANAvav
o1 onoior &ikaloUvTal Kal UMOXPEOUVTAl VA AVTIOTEKOVTAl UE
KA0e péoco oe onolovONnote enixelpei T Piam KatdAuon Tou.

To XUvtaypa avaBewpndnke, €0G ONUEPA, TEOOEPIC (POPES
Kal, ONWE Qaivetal, ENIKETal N NEUNTN avabempnaon Tou.
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powers conferred by the Constitution on international or-
ganizations -which was specified in the interpretative
clause in Article 28 introduced by the 2001 revision, ac-
cording to which this article constitutes the legal basis for
the country's participation in the European integration pro-
cess- the detailed recording of the process of forming the
Government and the Parliament, as well as the relations
between the Government and the Parliament, the declara-
tion of the autonomy of the Parliament, the guarantee of
the functional and personal independence of judges, the
organization of the administration of the State according
to the decentralized system, the establishment of the con-
trol of the substantive constitutionality of laws. With regard
to Part 1V of the Constitution, particularly noteworthy is
the determination of its provisions that are not subject to
revision, and finally, the declaration that compliance with
the Constitution is entrusted to the patriotism of the Greek
people, who have the right and duty to resist by any means
against anyone who attempts to violently abolish it.

The Constitution has been revised four times to date, and
it appears that a fifth revision is imminent.






To ZUvtaypa tn¢ EAANVIKAG
Anpokpartia¢ w¢ Keipevo
MNMohuikng di1hoocopiag

MNMaoxdAng M. KitpounAiéng

Taxtiké Mélog ¢ Akadnuiag ABnvav,

Méloc¢ tou Emotnuovikou ZuuBouliou ¢ BouAric twv EAARVwY,
Oudniuog Kabnyntric NoAmkii¢ Emotriung, MNMavemotruo ABnvaov

O1 KataotauKkoi XAPTES TV KPATWY TG VEWTEPIKOTNTAG, HE €al-
PETIKO and ndong andWewe NPATUNO TOV NPWTO € AUTWY, T0 2U-
viaypd v Hvopévav MNohiteiov e Apepikng, Oev ouvioTouv
Keipeva VOTKoU BETIKIOHOU 1 TEXVOKPATIKG OXeSIAOUATA EAEYXOU
NG KOIVWVIaG anod Toug OpEIC TG NONTIKNG £ouaiag. Anevavtiag
avTnpEOoWNEUOUV T OUUNUKVWON NPOCOOKIOV Kal emdIEewy
NG KOIVWVIAG KA TWV MONTIKWVY Kal 1I0E0AOYIKWV NG EKPPATTAV,
(PopéwV NG NONITIKNG NPdEng, S1avooupévay, dnpooloypdewy,
via ™ &npioupyia NONITEIOKNG eUTAgiag Kal VOUTHOTNTAG EVTOG
NG 0moiag Ta Atopa, Ol MOATES TwV KPatwy, Ba Unopéoouv va
undpouv und ouvonkeg opaldttag o diadpoun g Wwng
TOUG. Autd O nepiypappa npooSoKInV Kal eNnidwv eunvéetal
Ka1 Bpiokel Tov TPONO va ekppactei oe S1GAOYO pe Ta SiavonTka
pevpata Nou ekPPAlouV TN VEWTEPIKOTNTA, KAT EEOXNV TNV MONI-
TIKN Kal KOIVWVIKN QIA0COQId. XN VEWTEPIKN EKOOXN NG N NMVEU-
HaTKn auth napakatadbnkn, ouxvd opupniatnpévn 6i1d g ap-
p1opntnong Kai g 1I660AoYIKNG Slapdxng, otddeTal Kupiwg ot
S1ekdiKNoN ™G MONTIKNG EAEUDEPIAg Kal TwV ATOHIK®V SiKalw-
pawwv. Me agempia Aondv npofAnpatiopous, Kuping yvwoio-
AoyIKoUG Kal nBikoUg, Twv NoKiAwv Tdoswv Tou MINOCOPIKOU
OTOXAOUOU TNG VEWTEPIKOTNTAG, O KATAOTATIKO! XAPTEG TWV Kpa-
TV KABI0TOUV OUYKEKPIUEVA Kal O1aTUNWVOUV WG TIONTEIAKEG
pubioelg kar SIATAgeIg Ta AITpATA TWV KOIVWVIWV Mou avadntolv
0UO100TIKG TOUG NMONTIKOUG SPOUOUG Yia pia KaAUTepn, MANPE-
OTEPN Kal KUPIwG eAeUBePN (Wi Twv HEADV TOUG.

H ouvopihia autn, n onoia eivar a100nth 0Tto Zuvtaypda, 6nwg
ka1 otn Aiaknpuén g Ave€aptnoiag Twv HIA, xapakmpiotikd
otn Seutepn pe TNV nepipnun @pdon &t emdiwdn Tou apepi-
KavikoU Aaou eivarl «n {wn, n eAeuBepia kar n avaditnon g
EUTUXiaG», aKOUYETAl UE EUKPIVEIQ KAl OTA CUVIAYUATa Kal

The Constitution of the Hellenic
Republic as a text of Political
Philosophy

Paschalis M. Kitromilides

Full Member of the Academy of Athens, Member of the Scientific
Council of the Hellenic Parliament, Emeritus Professor of Political
Science , University of Athens

The constitutional charters of modern states —with the
Constitution of the United States standing as the exem-
plary model in every respect- are not documents of legal
positivism, nor technocratic schemes for controlling so-
ciety by those who hold political power. On the contrary,
they embody the distilled expectations and aspirations
of society, as articulated for the most part by its political
and ideological representatives: political actors, intellec-
tuals, and journalists. Their purpose is to establish a
constitutional order and a framework of legality within
which individuals -the citizens of the state- can live
under conditions of normalcy throughout the course of
their lives. This outline of expectations and hopes is in-
spired by, and finds its way to expression through a dia-
logue with the intellectual currents that define modernity,
most notably political and social philosophy. In its modern
form, this intellectual legacy —often shaped through con-
testation and ideological conflict— centers above all on
the pursuit of political freedom and individual rights.
Drawing on the epistemological and moral concerns that
characterize the various strands of modern philosophical
thought, the constitutional charters of states give con-
crete form to the demands and hopes of societies, see-
king genuine political pathways toward a better, fuller,
and, above all, freer life for their members.

This dialogue, clearly present in the U.S. Constitution and
the Declaration of Independence -most notably in the fa-
mous statement that the American people aspire to ‘life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness’- is equally audible in
the constitutions and declarations of rights produced by
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T1¢ S10KNPUEEIC TV Sikaiwpdtwy g FaAikng Enavaotaong,
Keipeva ta onoia pe TI¢ aMendANAeC evarhayéC Kal enava-
Siatunwoeig toug oulappdavouv eE€ioou Kar TG 16E0NOYIKES
Srapdxeg aA\d Kai TIC aVTIHAXOHUEVES PINOCOMIKES Kal TIONITI-
KEG avadntnoeig Tou oyipou Alapwtiopou.

AvtioToixe¢ 01amoT®OoEIG 10XU0UV Kal yid Ta CUVIAYHATa TNG
EM\nvikng Enavdotaong, ta onoia ouvdialéyovtal HE TIC EN-
NideC TV eUpwNAiK®V Aawv Katd v Enoxn twv Enavaotd-
ocwv. Eivar xapaktnpiotikn ota eN\nvikd noAitevpata Tou
aneheuBepwtikoU aywva, Emdavpou, Aotpoug kai Tpoidavog,
n avehloo6uevn O1eUpuvon Kal ppaduvon Twv SIKAIWPATWV
10 onoia avayvwpi{ouv kal kabiepvouv Ta ouvtdypata yia
oV eMnVIKO Aad. To mepiypappa TG NPOONA®WONG AUTNAG
unnpée PeBaiwg n euaiodnoia g Enoxng twv Enavaotaoewy,
n onoia epunvedtav anod ¢ avadntnoeig Kal avavewaoelg otnv
npoPAnuatikn g @IAeAeUBepng noNkNG Bewpiag. O Ada-
pavtiog Kopang Befaiwg, wg ouveidntog popéag autng g
NPOPANUATIKAG, OTOV AENTOPEPN OXOAIAOUG TOu 010 [poow-
pivév MoAiteupa g EAado¢ tng Emdavpou, aiobdvetar 6t
TO ENNVIKO OUVTaypad Oev €XEI MPOXWPNOE! APKETd, O UOTEPE]
0€ ano@aociotkotnta otov dpdo NPog ™ dnpokpatia.

Metal Twv NONTEUPATWVY TOU ENANVIKOU KPATOUG, EKEIVO OTO
onoio o S1AAOYOG e TIC MO MPOXWPNHEVEG EKPPATEIS TNG EUPW-
NAiKNG NONITKNG @IAocopiag €ivar 181aitepa ailobntdg €ival 1o
Yuvtaypa tou 1864. To nohiteupa g BaciAeuopévng dSnpokpa-
Tiag To onoio elodyetal Ye 10 XUviaypa ou 1864, £pyo Kupiwg
WG Kefpevo dnpoaoiou SiKaiou Twv PeYAAwV QIAENEUOEpwVY OU-
VIayHaToAGYwV TG enoxng, 18iwg 6e tou N. 1. ZapindAou, anotehei
TO TENIKO NPOTdV ToU S1aAGYOU pE TNV MONTIKA OKEWN TOu ONpo-
KpatkoU @iAeAeuBepiopol. Onwg deixvouv o1 oulnmoeig otnv
EBvoouvéleuon, o1 GUVTAKTEG TOU MONTEUNATOG SlaAéyovtal ou-
VeXmE pe TG 16ée¢ Tou Benjamin Constant, tou John Stuart Mill
Kal AANOV EKPPACTOV TOU EUNAOUTIOUEVOU KAl KOIVWVIKG dlu-
pupévou piieeuBepiopot g Enoxng twv Enavaotdoewy.

the French Revolution. Through their successive revisions
and reformulations, these texts reflect both the ideological
conflicts and the competing philosophical and political vi-
sions of the late Enlightenment.

Similar observations apply to the constitutions of the Greek
Revolution, which engaged directly with the hopes that
animated European peoples during the Age of Revolutions.
In the Greek constitutional documents of the liberation
struggle —-those of Epidaurus, Astros, and Troezen- the
steady expansion and deepening of the rights recognized
and granted to the Greek people stands out clearly. This
orientation reflects the sensibilities of the Age of Revo-
lutions, which drew inspiration from the debates and trans-
formations within liberal political theory. Adamantios Korais,
deeply shaped by this intellectual tradition, observed in
his detailed commentary on the Provisional Constitution
of Epidaurus, that the Greek constitution had not gone far
enough - that it lacked sufficient decisiveness on the path
toward political equality and democracy.

Among the constitutions of the Greek state, the one in
which engagement with the most advanced expressions of
European political philosophy is especially evident, is the
Constitution of 1864. The system of a crowned democracy
introduced by that Constitution —crafted largely by the
leading liberal constitutionalists of the time, most notably
N. 1. Saripolos— represents the culmination of a dialogue
with the political thought of democratic liberalism. As the
debates of the National Assembly reveal, the drafters of
the Constitution were in constant conversation with the
ideas of Benjamin Constant, John Stuart Mill, and other
thinkers who expressed the broadened and socially enriched
liberalism of the Age of Revolutions.



H napakatabnkn aut ivar avayvepioiun Kai ota PETaYEVEDTERA
eMnvikd nohiteUpata. Alakpivetal Xapakmpioukd kal oto oU-
viaypa tou 1911, 1o onoio ouvdéetal pe pia Yeyaan enoxn pe-
TAPPUBUIcEWV Kal EKOUYXPOVIOLOU 0g MOAOUG TOUEIG TOU dn-
Hoaiou Biou e xwpag. To Xuvtaypa e ENnvikng Anpiokpatiag
Tou 1975 eyypdpetal o€ authv akpiPwg v napddoon ouvid-
YHaTKoU Kai MONITEIOAOYIKOU OTOXAOUO0U. ANOTEAE! pid npaypad-
TKG €€0xn €kppaon T BoUANONG n onoia edpalBNKe otnv eA-
ANVIKN Kolvavia PETd Ty ektponn tne diktatopiag 1967-1974,
0T Ba énpene pe KABe TPdMO va ogupnAatnei Kai va eunedwoei
OTN XWPA N EUPWNAIKN TAUTOTNTA N Onoia ouoIaoTIKA cuviotatal
ano Ta NPOTAYHATA TwV EAEUBEPIDV, TWV ATOUIK®V KAl KOIVWVI-
KOV SIKAIWPATWVY Kal th dnpokpatikn vopipotnta. 16iaitepa on-
Havtikd 600 Kal anokaAunukd ¢ PoUANong Tou GUANOYIKOU
VOpoBE otnv ene€epyaoia kar TEAKN S1aTUNWON TOU KEIPEVOU
TOU Xuvtdypatog tou 1975 eival to Mépog Acutepo (dpbpa 4
éw¢ 25) oto onoio eivar eubidkpitn n euaioOnoia Ox1 HOVO ané-
VavTl 0NV KATOXUPWOon TwV NapadooiakmV ATOUIK®OV OIKaAlw-
UATWV Kal EAEUBEPIRV TwV NMONTWOV TG EAANVIKAG Anpiokpartiag,
aM\d Kai n ano@acioTKOTNTA VA EPNAOUTIOTES 0 XdPTNG TwV O1-
KAIWUATWV pe S1atdEeic o1 onoieg evioxUouv o€ MoAAnAG enineba
MV 100TNTa, ONWE Kal N PEPIPVA Unép Twv mo aduvatwv Kal
EUAAWTWV PEADV TNG ENNVIKNG KOIVWVIag, Uno To MPOTUNO Tou
«KOIVWVIKOU Kpdtoug dikaiou» (dpBpo 25).

Auth ivar pia ant KAl CUYKEKPIPEVN EQapHoyn OV 0pyAavwaon
™G EMNVIKNG NONITEIAg Twv OePeENOWV apxav Kal allov TG
onoie¢ KAANIEPYNOE 0NV EUPWINATKN CUVEIBNON N VEGTEPN MONTIKN
phocopia and tov John Locke ka1 Tov MovieokiE péxpr tov
John Stuart Mill kan Tov Tocqueville, Kar katd Tov €IKOOTO AIOVA,
anod otoxaoteg 6nwg o Raymond Aron, o Isaiah Berlin, o Karl
Popper kai o1 eupwnaior eppnveuteg Tou John Rawls. Tpokertar
YIa HIaV avektiuntn napakatabnkn v onoiav OAo1 HAG w¢
NOAITES ™S ENNVIKNG Anpiokpatiag ogeiloupe va S1agpuAdoooupiE
WG KOPNV 0pBAAIOU Kal PE OUVENEID Kal ouvaioBnon eubivng
va EMKANOUHAOTE o dlanaiday@ynon TwV VEOTEPWY YEVEWV.
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This intellectual legacy is also visible in later Greek consti-
tutions. It is clearly present in the Constitution of 1911,
which is associated with a major period of reform and
modernization across many areas of public life. The Con-
stitution of the Hellenic Republic of 1975 stands firmly
within this tradition of constitutional and political reflection.
It is a genuinely outstanding expression of the will that
took root in Greek society after the aberration of the 1967-
1974 dictatorship: the conviction that the country must
firmly forge and internalize its European identity — an iden-
tity grounded in freedom, in individual and social rights,
and in democratic legitimacy. Particularly important —and
revealing of the collective legislator’s intentions in drafting
the final text of the 1975 Constitution- is Part Two (Articles
4 to 25). Here one can clearly discern not only the com-
mitment to safeguarding the traditional individual rights
and freedoms of citizens of the Hellenic Republic, but also
the determination to enrich the catalogue of rights with
provisions that strengthen equality on multiple levels, as
well as protections for the weaker and more vulnerable
members of Greek society, following the model of the “wel-
fare state rule of law” (Article 25).

This represents a concrete and practical application, within
the structure of the Greek state, of the fundamental prin-
ciples and values cultivated in European thought by modem
political philosophy - from John Locke and Montesquieu
to John Stuart Mill and Tocqueville, and in the twentieth
century by thinkers such as Raymond Aron, Isaiah Berlin,
Karl Popper, and the European interpreters of John Rawls.
It is an invaluable legacy - one that all of us, as citizens of
the Hellenic Republic, are obliged to safeguard with the
utmost care and to draw upon, with consistency and a
sense of responsibility, in the education of the younger
generations.






To ZUvtaypa tou 1975
Kal o1 avafewpnoeic tou

Inupog¢ Bhaxomoulog

Kabnyntni¢ Zuvrayuankou Aikaiou,
Nouixn 2xoAn, Tavemotruio Aénvaov

To 10xtov Xuvtaypa tou 1975 anotelei 10 pakpoPidtepo 2U-
VIQyHa TG EAANVIKAG OUVTAYHATIKAG 10Topiag. To mAaiold
T0U, woTd00, SIaHOPPWONKE TOUG NPWTOUC pnveg tng Meta-
noAiteuong to 1974. 'Hén pe v npdIn CUVTAKTIKA NPAagn
¢ Kupépvnong EBvikng Evotntag tou Kwvotavtivou Kapa-
pavin e Ing Auyouotou 1974, nou @épel ToV Xapaktnpl-
oTiKO TITAO «[lepi anokataotaoews TG dSNUOKPATIKNG VOUIUG-
TNTOG Kal pubpicew Bepdtwy tou dnpociou Biou péxpr Tou
0p10TIKOU KaBop1opoU Tou NONTEUUATOS Kal TNG KATAPTIOEWS
VEOU LUVTAYHATOC TNG XWPAG», KATAPYEITAl TO XOUVTIKO «XU-
vtaypa» tou 1973 kar enavagpépetal npoowpivd og 10xU (UExp!
NV YNEIoN ToU VEOU Xuvidypatog) to Xuviaypa tou 1952
«g€aipéoel Twv 01aTagewv autou Twv Kabopi{ouowyv TNV Hop-
onv tou lNoNitetpatog». Tautdxpova npostoipdadoval ol Npw-
17€¢ €KAOYEC TG MetanoAiteuong yia thv avddeidn g «E’
AvaBewpntikng Boung», o1 onoieg die€dyovtar otig 17 Noegp-
Ppiou 1974,

To peydlo htnua nou TaAAvioe TV EANNVIKN CUVIAYHATIKN
10T0pia, T0 NONITEIAKS, EMAUETAl e ONUOWNQIoUA ToV AeKEp-
Bpio tou 1974 pe 10 69,18% twv Wnpopdpwv va yneil
unép ¢ apaoireutng dnpokpatiag. Zexwpidel eniong to Vv.0.
59/1974 lepi oUOTAOEWS KAl ENAVAAEITOUPYIAG MONTIKWV
KOHUPATwV>» Tou ZentepBpiou 1974 nou vopiyonoinoe 6Aa ta
NMONTIKA KOUPATA, AnoKaBIoT@VTaAg 0pIoTIKA pia and TG Bepe-
N®oeI¢ NpolnoB£oelg yia T AEIToupyia TNG KOIVOPBOUAEUTIKNG
Hag dnpokpatiag Kai «pixvovtag v aulaia» oTnv EUQUNIAKN
Kal peTep@UNIakn EANGSa Kal otn pakpOXpovn NPAaktKn g
Siwéng tou noArukoU avtindAou.

To XUvtaypa yneiotnke kal €0nke o€ 10xU tov lovvio Tou
1975 ka1 6éxOnke enippoég and ta KUPIOTEPA EUPWIAIKA
Yuvtdypata g enoxng tou. Evioveg eival emiong o1 emdpd-
O€IC TWV EUPUTEPWV EUPWNATKMV CUVTAYHATIK®OV, 10E0AOYIKWOV

The Constitution of 1975
and its revisions

Spyros Vlachopoulos

Professor of Constitutional Law,
Faculty of Law, University of Athens

The Constitution currently in force, that of 1975, is the
longest-lasting Constitution in Greek constitutional history.
Its foundations, however, were laid in the first months of
the Metapolitefsi in 1974. With the very first constitutional
act of the Government of National Unity under Konstantinos
Karamanlis, dated 1 August 1974 and bearing the telling
title “On the restoration of democratic legitimacy and the
regulation of matters of public life until the final deter-
mination of the form of government and the drafting of a
new Constitution of the Country,” the junta’s “Constitution”
of 1973 was abolished, and the Constitution of 1952 was
temporarily reinstated (until the adoption of the new Con-
stitution), “with the exception of those provisions deter-
mining the form of government”. At the same time, prepa-
rations began for the first elections of the Metapolitefsi,
which were to elect the “Fifth Revisionary Parliament” and
were held on November 17, 1974.

The major issue that troubled Greek constitutional history
~the state-form question- was settled by the referendum
of December 1974, in which 69.18% of voters chose the
republic. The Legislative Decree 59/1974, “On the estab-
lishment and reoperation of political parties”, adopted in
September 1974, is also notable as it legalized all political
parties and thus definitively restored one of the funda-
mental preconditions of parliamentary democracy — bringing
an end to the civil war and post-civil war era along with
the long-held practice of persecuting political opponents.

The Constitution was adopted and entered into force in
June 1975, drawing influence from the major European
constitutions of the time. Broader European constitutional,
ideological, and political ideas were also strongly felt -
especially regarding the protection of social rights and the
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Kal MONTIK®V avuANWewv, 18iw¢ 6oov a@opd TNV KatoxU-
PWON TWV KOIVOVIKOV OIKAIWHATWV KAl TOV NApEUBATIKO-
pubuioTtikd pOAo Tou Kpdtoug otnv oikovopia yia t diaocpd-
AION TOU KOIVWVIKOU Kpdtoug Sikaiou. Xt oudntnoeig otnv
E” AvaBewpntikn Bouln yia 10 véo XUviaypa OUpETEIxav
1600 01 nohimkoi apxnyoi (Kwvotavtivo¢ Kapapaving, le-
wpyio¢ Maupog, Avdpéag Tlanavdpéou, HAiag HAiol) 600
Kal o1 undAoimnol €10nynTéC TWV KOPUATWY Kal 01 BOUAEUTES
MOV NPWTAYWViOTNoOAv 0TNV KATdpTion TOU VEOU XUVTAYHATOG
(Kwvotavtivog Todtoog, Kovotavtivog Tanakwvotavtivou,
Anpntpiog TManaonupou, Menpylog-ANéEavdpog Maykdkng,
Anpntpng Todtoog K.4.).

210 0pYavWTIKO TOU PEPOC, TO 2UVTIAYHd Pag KATOXUPWVE] OTO
MPWTO Tou ApBpo TO MOAITEUPA TNG NPOESPEUOHEVNG KOIVO-
Bouleutikng dnpokpatiag kar diaknpuooel wg BepéNid Tou v
apxn ¢ AaTknG kuplapxiag. Me Aupévo mA€ov 10 MONITEIaKO
htnpa, o1 d1aPwVieg EMNKEVIPWONKav oTIC appodIOTNTEG TOU
Mpoédpou g Anpokpatiag, 16iwg 6oov apopd tov POAO TOu
otn vopoBeukn Aertoupyia kar otn didhuon g Bouhng. 181ai-
Tepa onpavukd eivar eniong éu ndn oto deutepo dpBpo Kai
OTO TUNUA TOU XUVIAYHAToG Mou agopd t popen tou Tok-
TEUPATOC, KATOXUPWVETAl PE EP@atkd tpdno n alia tou av-
Bpwnou: «O oeBaopd Kar n npootacia g a&iag Tou avlpw-
MoU anoteAoUV MPWTAPXIKN unoxpéwon g MoAiteiag». Me
AA\a Aoy, Katd to XUvtaypd pag n ToAhiteia Sev eival KAt
anpdéowno, aA\d unnpetei Tov AvBpwno Kal v EUPUTN € au-
oV aia. Ano ug opyavwtikég diatdgeig Tou Luvidypatog, 6a
pnopoucav akoua va avapepfouv n duvatdnta npoknpuing
dnpowngiopdTwy yia kpiotga eBvikd Bépata kai yia yngiopéva
vouooxédia, o Beopdg g vouobetkng e€ouciodbdtnong, n
doknon vopoBeukoU épyou Kal o€ Tunpata g BouAng, n
npépAeyn Avwtdtou Eidikou Aikaotnpiou, n KatoxUpwon Tou
BeopoU Kal TwV PACIKOV XAPAKINPIOTIKWV TNG TomKNG Auto-
S10fKnoNng Kar N Katoxupwon pe avalutikéG O1atdEeig g npo-
OWMIKAG Kal AEITOUPYIKNG ave€apnoiag Twv SIKaoT®V.

State's interventionist and regulatory role in the economy
in order to safeguard the social rule of law. The debates in
the Fifth Revisionary Parliament on the new Constitution
involved both party leaders (Konstantinos Karamanlis, Geor-
gios Mavros, Andreas Papandreou, llias lliou) and other
party representatives and MPs, who played key roles in
drafting the new text (Konstantinos Tsatsos, Konstantinos
Papakonstantinou, Dimitrios Papaspyrou, Georgios-Ale-
xandros Magkakis, Dimitris Tsatsos, among others).

In its organizational part, the Constitution establishes in
its first article the system of a presidential parliamentary
republic and proclaims the principle of popular sovereignty
as its foundation. With the state-form question settled,
disagreements focused on the powers of the President of
the Republic, particularly his role in the legislative process
and in dissolving Parliament. Especially significant is that
already in the second article, in the section concerning the
form of government, the value of the human being is em-
phatically enshrined: “Respect for and protection of the
value of the human being constitute the primary obligation
of the State”. In other words, the State, according to our
Constitution, is not something impersonal but serves every
individual and his inherent worth. Among the organizational
provisions, one can also mention the possibility of calling
referendums on crucial national matters and on already-
passed bills, the institution of legislative delegation, the
exercise of legislative work in parliamentary committees,
the establishment of the Supreme Special Court, the con-
stitutional protection of local government and its basic
characteristics, and the detailed guarantee of the personal
and functional independence of judges.



O1 &iatd€eig Tou Xuvtdypatog tou 1975 nepi atopik®v Kai
KOIVWVIKQV SIKAIOPAT®V dev NpokdAeoav TPIBEC KAl OUYKE-
VIpWoav t oxedov KaBoAikn anodoxn Twv POUAEUT®V, apoU
10 XUvtaypa tou 1975 unnp&e npwtonopiakd yia mv enoxn
tou. Eva xapaktnpiotkd napddeiypa anavtdtal oto dpbpo 9,
T0 onoio (Népa and v KAAOIKN KATOXUPWON TOU AoUAOU TNG
KATOIKIaG) KATOXUPWVEN TO anapaBiacto g 1I01WTIKAG Kal 01-
KOVEVEIOKNG {wN¢ Tou atdpou. Ao napdderypa anotelei n
pnth KatoxUpwon, oto dpBpo 24, TnG NPOOTAciag TOU (PUOIKOU
Kal noANimotikou nepipdAioviog ndn 1o €tog 1975, oe pia
enoxn, dnkadn, katd v onoia n onpacia ¢ NPootaciag
TOU NePIBANNOVTOG eV €iXe KATAOTEl evapyng oUTE OTOV VOUIKO
KOOPO oUTE otV KoIvh yvaun. Eniong, to Xuvtaypa tou 1975
KAToXUpWOoE yia NPWIN @opd o€ TETola €KTaon Kal NAnpotnta
pia og1pd KovwviK@OV OIKaiwpdtwv (npootacia Tng uveiag,
KaTtoxUpwon TG KOIVWVIKAG ao@ANong twv epyalopévwy,
UépIUva yia TNV andkmnon TG Katoikiag, Sikaimpa oy ep-
yaoia), «navipevoviag» v 16éa g eAeubepiag Kar TNG au-
108100£0NC TOU NPOOWNOU PE TNV KovwviKn Sikaioouvn. O
OUVTAKTIKOG VOpoB€nG Tou 1975 anookonoloe eniong otnv
npootacia twv OepeNwdwv dikaiwpdtwy Ox1 pdvov évavt
TOU KPAToug, al\d Kai évavt Kade 1810TkNg e€ouaiag nmou ta
aneriei. Onwg dvile o elonyntg g nAslowngiag, Anpntpiog
MNanaonUpou:

al atopikai eAcuBepiatl npénel va katoxupwBouv... Kat

Evavl Twv aviibpdoewV dAAWV KOIVWVIK®V OUGdwV w¢

0PYAVWUEVWV OULIQEPOVIWV, OUASWV MECEWS K.AM.

Té\og, pia and TIC PACIKOTEPEG NAPAKATABNKES TOU 2UVTA-
yuatog tou 1975 anotéleoe 10 dpBpo 28, 10 onoio €6eoe Tn
Bdon yia Tn ouppetoxn tng EANGSag otoug diebveic opyavi-
opouc kai otnv Eupwnaikn Evwon.

To XUvtaypa tou 1975 avabewpnbnke t€ooepi @opég (1986,
2001, 2008 ka1 2019). H ouvtaypatikn avabewpnon tou
1986 unnp&e povobepatikn Kai €ixe wg povadikd avukeipevo
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The provisions of the 1975 Constitution on individual and
social rights caused little friction and were almost univer-
sally accepted by MPs, as the Constitution was considered
pioneering for its time. A characteristic example is Article
9, which —beyond the classic protection of the inviolability
of the home- guarantees the inviolability of private and
family life. Another example is Article 24, which explicitly
guarantees the protection of the natural and cultural envi-
ronment as early as 1975, that is at a time when the im-
portance of environmental protection had not yet become
clearly understood either by the legal community or by
public opinion. The 1975 Constitution also enshrined, for
the first time with such breadth and completeness, a range
of social rights (protection of health, guarantee of social
security for workers, provision for housing, the right to
work), thus “marrying” the idea of freedom and personal
self-determination with social justice. The 1975 constitu-
tional legislator also aimed to protect fundamental rights
not only against the state but also against any private
power that might threaten them. As the majority’s rappor-
teur, Dimitrios Papaspyrou, pointed out:

individual freedoms must be guaranteed... also

against the reactions of other social groups as or-

ganized interests, pressure groups, etc.

Finally, one of the most important legacies of the 1975
Constitution was Article 28, which laid the groundwork for
Greece's participation in international organizations and in
the European Union.

The Constitution of 1975 has been amended four times
(1986, 2001, 2008, and 2019). The 1986 revision was
single-issue and focused solely on limiting the powers of
the President of the Republic. Many presidential powers
were abolished, such as the ratification of laws, the early
dissolution of Parliament in cases of clear misalignment
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TOV NEPIOPIoUS TwV appodiotntwv tou Tpoédpou tng Anpo-
kpatiag. Etol, katapyndnkav noAAéG and TIC appodIOTNTEG
T0U, ONwW¢ N KUpWON Twv VOpwv, n npdwpn S1dAuon Tng
BouAng og nepintwon npogavoug ducappoviag tg ouveeong
NG BouAii¢ pe 1o Aaikd aioBnpa kai n duvatdtnta tou Tpo-
¢6pou ¢ Anpokpatiag va aneuBuvel didyyelua otov Aad
Kal va KnpUooel HOVOC TOU TN XWPA 0€ KATAoTaon NoAopKiag.
H endpevn ouvtaypatikn avabe@pnon oAOKANPWONKE TO
2001 ka1 unnp&e ouvaiveukn kar noAuBepaukn, apou Tpo-
NonomenkKe NePInou o éva TPiTo TwV oUVTIaypdatkwv diatd-
Eewv. KiviBnke 0g p1a EKOUYXPOVIOTIKN Kateubuvon, 1000
0TO KEPANQIO TWV ATOHIKWOV SIKAIWPETWV 600 Kal 0T0 opya-
VOTIKO pépog tou Luvtdypatog. Ooov agopd ta Bepeiwdn
Sikainpata, Eexwpidel n MPooBNKN VEWV SIKAIWUATWY, ONWS
TNG OUPHETOXNG OTNV KOIVWVia TNG MANPO®opiag kal TG npo-
0Ta0iag v npoownik®v dedopévwv (apbpa HA kar 9A avti-
otoixa). EkouyxpovioTtikég napepBaceig onpeiwOnkav kai oto
0PYAVWTIKO YEPOG TOU XUVTAYHATOC, HE KUPIOTEPN f0WG and
AUTEG TNV KATOXUpwon NEVIE ave€dpTnTwV SI0IKNTIKOV ApX®V
(EBviKS XupBoUhio Padiotniedpaong, Apxn TNpootaociag Mpo-
ownikav Asdopévwv, Apxn Alaopahiong Anoppntou twv Eni-
Kovwviov, Avitato Xupgpoulio Emloyng MpoownikoU kai
Yuvnyopog tou MoAitn) wg Beopik®v avtifapwyv oto npwbu-
MIOUPYOKEVIPIKO oUotnua. H ouvtaypatkn avabempnon Tou
2008, tpononoinoe TpeI§ HOVO OUVIAYHATIKEG O10TALEIG, LE
KUp16TEPN and AUTEC TNV KATAPYNON TOU andAUTOU enayyel-
UaTIKOU aoupBIBAOTOU TwV BOUAEUT®V NOU €ixe BEOMIOTE! HE
v nponyoupevn avabewpnon tou 2001. Télog, n ouvia-
yuatukn avabenpnon tou 2019 unnpée «onpeiakn», enixel-
PWVTAG VA AVTIUETWNIOE! OUYKEKPIPEVEG QUOAEITOUPYIES TOU
NONITEUPATOC. 210 NAaiolo autd, Kail népa and tn SleUKOAUvVON
oU0oTaong €EETAOTIKWV EMNITPONMV and TV avtmnoAiteuon, n
KUp1OTEPN PETABOAN ouviotatal otnv anooUvdeon ¢ EKAOYNG
Tou Mpoédpou g Anpokpatiag and 1o EVOEXOUEVO NMPOWPWV
ekKAoy®V. Tepartépw, €10nxOn 0 Beopdg ¢ AATKNG vopoBe-
TIKNG NPWTOPOUAIAG, OTO MAQIOI0 TNG Onoiag NEVIAKOOIES X1-

between its composition and popular sentiment, and the
possibility for the President to address the nation or uni-
laterally declare a state of siege. The next revision, com-
pleted in 2001, was broad and consensual, amending
roughly one-third of the constitutional provisions. It took
a modernizing direction, both in the area of individual rights
and in the Constitution's organizational part. Concerning
fundamental rights, the most notable changes were the
addition of new rights, such as participation in the infor-
mation society and the protection of personal data (Articles
5A and 9A). Modernizing reforms were also introduced in
the organizational section, most notably the constitutional
entrenchment of five independent administrative authorities
(the National Council for Radio and Television, the Data
Protection Authority, the Authority for Communications
Privacy, the Supreme Council for Civil Personnel Selection,
and the Ombudsman), established as institutional counter-
weights in a system centered on the Prime Minister. The
2008 revision amended only three constitutional provisions,
the most important of which was the abolition of the ab-
solute professional incompatibility of MPs that had been
introduced in 2001. Lastly, the 2019 revision was targeted
and sought to address specific malfunctions in the political
system. In this context, and beyond facilitating the oppo-
sition’s ability to establish inquiry committees, the main
change was the decoupling of the election of the President
of the Republic from the possibility of triggering early par-
liamentary elections. In addition, the institution of popular
legislative initiative was introduced, allowing 500,000 citi-
zens with voting rights to submit legislative proposals to
Parliament (excluding budgetary, foreign policy, and na-
tional defense issues).

There is no doubt that the Constitution of 1975, as revised
and currently in force, is not only the longest-lasting but
also the most successful Constitution in Greek constitu-



NAdec nohiteg pe Sikaimpa WYneou pPnopouv va €104ayouv
npotdoeig vouwv otn BouAn (mAnv dnpoaciovopik@v Bepdtwv
Kal Bepdtwv eEWTEPIKAG NONTIKNG Kal BVIKNG duuvag).

Aev undpxel kapia apgiBoAia 6t to XUvtaypa tou 1975,
ONW¢ avabewpnBdnke Kai 10xUel, dev anoteei pdvov 1o pa-
KPOPI16TEPO AANG KAl TO TIO EMTUXNUEVO 2UVTAyUd TG EANAN-
VIKNG ouvTaypatkng 1otopiag. Anotéheoe t Bdon yia v
OHOAA AEITOUpYia TOU MOANITEUPATOC Hag eni NéVIE OEKAETIES
Kal «Gvie€e» o€ NPWTOYVWPES KPIOEIG, ONWGS OTNV OIKOVOUIKN
kpion g Sekaetiac Tou 2010 Ka1 oIV UYEIOVOUIKN Kpion
Twv apx®v g Sekaetiac tou 2020. Ooo onpavukd OUWS
Kar av eival 10 ouvtaypauko keipevo, dev Ba npéner va &e-
XVAUE 1 MOAU onpavtikn napapetpo: To Xuvtaypa dev ano-
TEAEl «navdakela» Kal ankwg kabopilel 1o nAaiolo Aertoupyiag
Tou NoAitelpatog.

H noi6tnta ¢ NoANTkng kar noAitelakng {wng oev e€aptdrtan
pévov anod TIC ouviaypatikég pubuioelg, aAAd Kai and v
MIPAKTIKN TV NONTEIAKDY 0pYAVWY, TWV NONTIK®OV KOPUAT®Y,
TWV HEOWV PHAJKNG EVNPEPWONG KAl TNG KOTVWVIAC TwV NOAI-
T0v. Onwg eneonpaive o Kwvotavtivo¢ KapapavAng otig
MIPONAPACKEUAOTIKEG EPYAOiEC TOU Xuvtdypatog tou 1975:
Eivar BéBaia aAnbég, ot 1o Zuvrayua ennpeddEl v
Slaudppwotv ¢ noMtikne wn¢ piac Xwpag. AAAG 1o
2uvrayua Sev givat napd o okeAETOC ¢ noAiteiag. H
odpka Kat o aiuya ¢ eival ta Kouuarta kat o Tunog.
And v ouunepipopdv b¢ twv tEAEUTaiwY autwVv €ap-
tatal n npoxkonn ¢ noAiteiag. Oute ivai dSuvatdv va
avanAnpwooulE LUE VOUIKOUG EonAIOLOUC, TNV EAAEL-
YV TWV KOIVWVIKOV KAl MOAITIKWV EKEVWV OUVONKWOV
nou &ival anapaitntol yia mv Aetroupyia e Anuo-
Kpatiac... Yndpxouv xwpai, ai onolat éxouv 16avikd
Juvidypuata kai KakodaiovouVv NoAITIKWS, KOWVWVIKWC
Kal 0IKOVOUIKWC, O10TI ev Exouv eEaopalioel autdg
1a¢ npounoféoeg. Yndpxouvv xwpati, at onolal Exouv
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tional history. It has provided the foundation for the smooth
functioning of our political system for five decades and
has “withstood” unprecedented crises, such as the eco-
nomic crisis of the 2010s and the public-health crisis of
the early 2020s. However important the constitutional
text may be, we must not forget an essential point: the
Constitution is not a “panacea’; it simply defines the frame-
work within which the Polity functions.

The quality of political and civic life depends not only on
constitutional provisions but also on the practices of state
institutions, political parties, the media, and civil society.
As Konstantinos Karamanlis observed during the prepara-
tory work for the 1975 Constitution:
It is of course true that the Constitution influences
the shaping of a Country’s political life. But the Con-
stitution is nothing more than the skeleton of the
polity. Its flesh and blood are the Parties and the
Press. And the polity’s prosperity depends on their
conduct. Nor is it possible to make up for the lack
of social and political conditions necessary for the
functioning of Democracy merely through legal
means... There are countries that have ideal Consti-
tutions and yet fare poorly politically, socially, and
economically because they have not secured those
conditions. And there are countries with imperfect
Constitutions that nevertheless prosper because they
have secured precisely those psychological —that is,
political and social- conditions.

It is therefore no coincidence that the Constitution con-
cludes with provisions that can be seen as the epitome of
popular sovereignty and of the people’s role in safeguarding
the precious yet fragile good of Democracy: “Respect to-
wards the Constitution and the law concurrent thereto,
and devotion to the Fatherland and to Democracy consti-
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ateAn Zuvidyuata kat eudokipouv, 10Tt akpiBw¢ Exouv
elaopalioel autdg tag wuxoloyikdg, dSnAadn tag no-
MTIKAG Kal KOWwVIKAS npoUnoBEoelg.

Aev €ivar ouvenwg Tuxaio 6T TO KEPEVO TOU YUVIAYHATOG
olokAnpwvetal pe diataeig, o1 onoie¢ Ba unopouoe va xa-
POKINPIOTOUV WG N EMTOUN TNG AATKAG Kuplapxiag kar Tou
pélou Tou Aaou otn S1apuAain Tou 1600 NOAUTIHOU, OAAG
ka1 1600 eUBpauotou, ayabou tg Anpokpatiag: «O oeBaopdg
0TO 2UVTAypa Kail TouG VOHOUG TIOU GUHPWVOUV PE auTo Kal
n agooiwon otnv MNatpida kar tn Anpokpatia anotehouv Be-
HeNION unoxpéwon 6AwV twv EANvwv... H thpnon tou Yu-
VIAYHATOG enagietal 0Tov Natpintopd v EAAvev, nou 61-
KaloUvtal Kal unoxpeouvtal va avtioTékovial Je kdbe péoo
evavtiov onoloudnnote enixeipei va 1o KataAuoel pe w Bia»
(4pBpo 120 nap. 2 xai 4).

tute a fundamental duty of all Greeks. Observance of the
Constitution is entrusted to the patriotism of the Greeks,
who shall have the right and the duty to resist by all pos-
sible means against anyone who attempts the violent abo-
lition of the Constitution” (Article 120 paragraphs 2 and 4).



KolvVviKEG Kal NMONITIKEG
npoiUno0£ceig Tou Xuviaypatog
tou 1975

MNavayng MNMavayiwténoulog

AvanAnpwti¢ Kabnynti¢ Kowwvioloyiag,
Tunua MNoAtikric Emotrung kat Anuéoiag Aoiknong,
lavemotnuio ABnvaov

Ma va katahdpoupe pe nAnpdtnta t MetanoAiteuon tou '74
Ka1 T0 XUvtaypa tou /5, mpéner va PnopECOUPE va (pavia-
OTOUHE autd nou dev éyivav otn Petep@uhiakn nepiodo. Ma
v akpipeia petd tov noAspo. Kai givar pia doknon 6UCKOAN,
viati MpéEnel va TonoBetnboupE, e 10TOPIKN KAl KOIVWVIONO-
vikn @avtaoia, oto 1944 yia napddeiypa, iowg kai oto 1945,
Y10 VA UNOPECOULE VA PWTICOUNE TN peydAn ouyun tou '74
- QI TNV MEVINKOVTAETN MOPEId EKOUYXPOVIOHOU Kal dnpo-
Kpatiag nou evéypaye oto Xuviaypa tou '75.

Ynd aut v onukn, €ivar onpavtkod va eNCNPAVOULE TNV
EMNIPBOAN TWV VIKNTWV €Nf TwV NTINHEVWY, Th Hakpd diathpnon
authg TNG SUVANIKNG OTNV KOIVWVIKN HOP@OAOYid, TNV EANEIN-
UaTKN EVOOUATWON TV Hadwv oTtoug BeopoUs Kal TV O1Ko-
vopia kai ev téhel otnv i6ia tnv 16éa evdg pEANOVTOS yia
Ohoug. Kar n nepiypapn autng TG anouaciag evog OTOIXEIN-
douc¢ KolvwvikoU oupBoAaiou eivar 161aitepa onpavtikn, av
OKEPTEl Kaveig 0T efval KAT OU OUVERN 0€ AANEC XWPES O€
XWPEC, Mou Sev yvwpIoav HeV eU@UAIO, al\d nou eixav Kal
autég Oraipedei petd tov TTOAEPO Kal TIC MEPIMETEIEG TOU O€
dlakprtd otpatoneda nou aviavakhouoav ndn and ta teAeutaia
XPOVIA TOU MOAEHOU TIG HEANOVTIKEG LEYANEG YEWOTPATNYIKEG,
10€0NOYIKEG Kal PINOOOQIKEG YpAUUES avTinapdtaéng nou Ba
0p1dav TG TUXEG TOU MAAVATN. TOV AeYOHEVO «ENEUBEPO KOOO»
and T pia Kai tov, €€i00u AeyOUEVO, KOOUO «TwV COOIaNIOTI-
KOV dnpokpat@v» and mv dAAn. Ki auté nou ouvéPn ekei
dev ivar Tinote Mo and €éva eAAXIOTo, ONwG ENAyeE, KOVW-
VIKO oupBolaio. To €idape va ouvdntetar yia napdderypa
otnv Itahia Kai pe nio epgatkd tpono otn Maldia, Tautdxpova
pe v AneheuBépwon and TIG KATOXIKEG SUVALEIC.

Social and political
conditions of the 1975
Constitution

Panayis Panagiotopoulos

Associate Professor of Sociology,
Department of Political Science and Public Administration,
University of Athens

To fully understand the Metapolitefsi of 1974 and the Con-
stitution of 1975, we must be able to imagine what did
not happen during the post-Civil War period - in other
words, after the War. And this is a difficult exercise, because
we must place ourselves, with historical and sociological
imagination, in 1944, or even 1945, in order to illuminate
the great moment of 1974 - and the fifty-year trajectory
of modernization and democracy that the 1975 Constitution
would inscribe.

In this regard, it is important to point out the imposition
of the victors upon the defeated in the aftermath of the
civil war, the long-term impact of this dynamic on social
morphology, the incomplete integration of the masses into
institutions and the economy, and ultimately the absence
of a shared vision for the future. Describing this absence
of a minimal social contract is especially important when
we consider that such a contract did occur in other coun-
tries — countries that did not experience a civil war, but
that had nonetheless been divided, after the War and its
upheavals, into distinct camps that mirrored the emerging
geopolitical, ideological, and philosophical lines of conflict,
that would shape the postwar world: the so-called “free
world”, on one side, and the world of “socialist democracies’,
on the other. What happened there was nothing other than
a minimal social contract. We saw it formed in Italy, for
example, and even more emphatically in France, at the
very moment of Liberation from German occupation.
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Y€ QUTEC TIC MEPINTWOEIG, Ol MONTIKEG Suvdpelg kKal Twv dUo
néAwv enedinav —pe peydn taxutnta Kal dpKETN enituxia—
va o1kodounoouv tov opidovid evOC KOIVOU UEANOVTIOC Ka-
B0pioVTag Kal CUPPWVOVTAS WG NPOG Toug OPOUG HIag €1-
PNVIKNG OUNBiwaoNG.

Kau t€toio ntav epiktd and t ouypn nou eixe yivel and m
pia mAeupd anodektd OT 01 XWPES TOUG Ba avikouv otnv
ApePIKAVIKN 0@aipa enippong (ev  eupeia evvoia) Kail Naviwg
oiyoupa O0x1 0T0 00PIETIKG OUYKPATNHA NMOU TOTE OIKOJOLEITO,
Kar and wmv alkn mAeupd, 0T O1 KOIVWVIKEG OUVAMEIC MO
avnkav otg Ta&eig NG KOPUoUVIoTKNG Ap1oTepdg dev gixav
uoévo e€aopahioer nBIkA dikaidpata AOyw TG OUPUETOXNG
TOUG otV AvtioTaon Kai TG PeyAaAng oUpBOANG TNG 2ZOPIETIKNG
‘Evwong otov nolepo, al\d eneidn eknpoownouoav AdikéG
Hadec nou Sikaiouvtal va anoAavoouv ouolaoTikd pépiopa
NG KAmtahioTIKNG avantuéng nou 6Ao1 npoodokouoav Ot
Ba épBel pe v avoikododpnon.

‘Etor Aomdv, o autéc Ti¢ Xwpeg Kai 161aitepa otn FaANia, n
Aneheubépwon onpave thv évapén evdg véou BviKoU agn-
YNUATOC NOU OTOXEUE VA €EA0@ANCE! TNV EIPNVIKN ENAVEKKI-
vNon Tou Biou, va EVOWHATOOE! Ta VED YEWOTPatnyikd 6edo-
Héva Kal TIC 0aipeG EMIPPONG Nou eixave kaBopioTel, aA\G
kar va diaxeipiotei 10 peidov Tpavpa tng Katoxng. Exeivo 6n-
Aabn Mou NPOKAAECE 0 PETAOXNUATIOUOC TOU YAANIKOU Kpd-
TOUG (kaBeotwg tou Biou) og ouvepydtn tng vadoukng Mep-
paviag kar twv duvdpewy Katoxng, kabwg Kar n ouvaeng
EKTETAPEVN EUNAOKN TNG YAANIKAG Kovwviag o€ pia avagio-
Npenn ouvepyaoia pe toug Meppavoug.

H eBvikn evatnta g MaANiag v enaupio g AneAeuBépwong
Ba yivotave péoa ano évav véo agnynpatiko NpooavatoNono
NG 10T0Piag, Kai 181aitepa Tou MOAU NPAOEATOU NAPENBOVTOG,
TIOU €PXOTAVE Va EVWOEI TIC OUVANEIC EKEIVES NOU WS EAGXIOTO
KOIVO Xapaktnpioukd €ixav v evavtiwon otov Afova,

In these cases, the political forces of both poles sought —
rapidly and with considerable success— to construct the
horizon of a shared future by delineating and aggreging on
the terms of peaceful social coexistence.

Such coexistence was possible because, on the one hand,
it had been accepted that these countries would belong to
the American sphere of influence (in the broad sense), and
certainly not to the Soviet bloc then being built; and on
the other hand, the social forces aligned with the Com-
munist Left not only had secured moral legitimacy, due to
their participation in the Resistance and the Soviet Union's
enormous contribution to the war effort, but also repre-
sented popular masses entitled to enjoy a substantial share
of the capitalist development, that everyone anticipated
in the postwar reconstruction period.

Thus, in these countries —and especially in France- Libera-
tion marked the beginning of a new national narrative,
aimed at ensuring the peaceful restart of social and political
life, integrating the new geopolitical realities and estab-
lishing spheres of influence, while also dealing with the
major trauma of Occupation: namely, the transformation
of the French state (the Vichy regime) into a collaborator
of Nazi Germany, and the extensive involvement of French
society in dishonorable cooperation with the occupiers.

The national unity of France in the aftermath of Liberation
would emerge through a new narrative orientation of his-
tory —particularly of the very recent past- intended to
unite all forces whose minimum common denominator was
opposition to the Axis powers and participation (even if
belated) in the Allied political project. It was a way of re-
writing the history of recent events by transforming the
partial (National Resistance, Gaullist representation of an
ideal, free French state) into the general.



OUMUETOXN OTO MONTIKO OX€D10 TWV LUPUAXWV-E0TW KAl av
0€ NOMEC MEPIMTOOEIC unnpée oyipn. Htav €vag 1ponog va
YPAYTEN Kal N 10Topia TwV NPOOoOATWY YEYOVOTWV HE TO HEPTKO
(EBvikn avtiotaon, MkwAikn eknpoownnon evog 16€atou Kai
eNeUBepOU YAMIKOU KPATOUG) va PETATPENETAl OE YEVIKO.

Auth unnp&e n nBIKN kar ouvaiodnpatikn npoindBeon evédg
VEou NOAITIKOU oupBoAaiou nou Ba yivétav 1o oupBONKO O1-
KooUuoTnpa T ouvinapéng Kai Tou ipnvikoU aviaywviopou
KOIVWVIK®OV OUVALE®V MOV €iXav ano@acioel 4Tl anokAivouv
petau Toug, 6T ouykpouovTal JETasu Toug, aAAd OTI TO Ka-
VOUV €VTOC evOC anodektoU Kolvou MAAIoIOU Kal HE EIPNVIKO
Tpéno. Ba pnopouoape, GA0 AUTH, va TO OVOUACOUHE Kal
«€ENAXIOTN AVTIACIOTIKN OUP@WVia», n onoia apxikd orkodo-
UNONKe w¢ éva noAukd oupBoOAaio, alkd dev Ba pnopouoe
€UKOAQ VO OTEPIWOEI XWPIG va ANOKTNOE! Kal Ta OTOIXEIA EVOG
VEOU KOIVWVIKOU oupBoAaiou. Eival kdu nou eibaye va ava-
NTUOOETAI EKTETAUEVA OTOV KUKAO TwV SUTIKWV KOIVWOVIOV
ka1 181aitepa oy Euponn kar nou e€ao@dlioe, eKtd¢ and
NV €IPNVIKN ouvinapén twv CUVINPNTUKWV, QINEAEUBEPWY
Kal 00010AONPOKPATOV HE TA KOUUOUVIOTIKA KOUHATA €KEI
OMou unnpxav, Kai pia enituxn avoikodounon. Eniong napn-
Yaye pia Hakpd avantugiakn nopeia, n onoia othOnke ndvw
0€ J1a MPWTOYVWPEN, KAl G ONPEPA AVENAVAANMTN, CUUQWVid
apoIfaiwV UNnoxwpnoewv PETASU KPATOUG-KEPAAaiou Kal Ep-
vaoiag: éva eipnvikd nhaiolo NONTIKOU Kal KOIVWVIKOU avid-
YWVIOUOU évavt avadiaveUnTIK@V NMOAITIKWOV Kal OUCIAoTIKOU
pep1diou avantuing yia ta mio adlvapa oTpwHATa, o€ NAaiolo
YEVVaiag ENEKTAONG TOU KPATOUC MPOVOIaAG.

H petanohepikn EAMGOa 6pwe, napd €ixe va S1axelpiotei na-
pouoia npoPpAnuata pubpiong kar ouvinapéng nou apopou-
0av T0 NPOoEATO NAPEAOGV Kal Va AVTIHETWNIOE! NAPEUPEPEIG
TIPOKANCEIC yid 10 PéNNOV, dev oUvaye éva TETOIO AVTIPAOT-
OTIKO KOIVWVIKO Kal NONTIKG oupBoAaio, dtav npbe n Ane-
AeuBépwon. Kar Sev pnopeoce va ouvayel Jia EOWTEPIKN OUN-
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This became the moral and emotional foundation of a new
political contract — the symbolic ecosystem of coexistence
and peaceful competition among social forces that had de-
cided that they diverged, that they clashed, but that they
would do so within an accepted common framework and
by peaceful means. We might call this entire process a
‘minimal antifascist agreement”. This agreement was ini-
tially built as a political contract, but it could not have
been consolidated without also assuming the characteris-
tics of a new social contract. This is what unfolded in
Western societies, especially in Europe, and it ensured not
only peaceful coexistence among conservatives, liberals,
social democrats, and communist parties (where they exi-
sted), but also a successful reconstruction. It also produced
a long developmental trajectory built upon an unprece-
dented -and, to this day, unmatched- agreement of mutual
concessions between state, capital, and labour: a peaceful
framework of political and social competition in exchange
for redistributive policies and a substantial share of eco-
nomic growth for the weaker classes, within the broader
expansion of the welfare state.

Postwar Greece, however —despite facing similar challenges
of regulation and coexistence concerning the recent past,
and despite needing to address comparable issues for the
future- did not enter into such an antifascist social and
political contract at the moment of Liberation. Nor did it
manage to conclude an internal peace agreement later,
when that historical period formally ended with the ter-
mination of the Civil War.
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pwvia gipnvng oute apydtepa, GTav N 10TOPIKN auth NEPiodog
OAOKANPWONKE pe TO Népag Tou Epguiiou.

Eivar autd akpiPwg nou, pe and nolég Sekaetie¢ kabuoté-
pnong, Ba emtuxel n «BeAotdivn petdpaon» tou 1974-1975
N aANIOG n MetanoAiteuon pe kepahaio M.

H oeipd yeyovdtwv nou Eexivdel and 1o npagikénnua g
xouvtag lwavvidn kar v evddppnén ¢ Aiveg pépeg petd
Ka1 OANOKANPWVETAI PEPIKOUG PNVEG apyOTEPA HE TN BEomion
TOU Xuvtdypatog, €ivar éva nukvo 10Topikd didotnua nou Ba
Bepanevoel NANYEG Tou NapeABOVIOg Kar Ba eyypdyel npo-
ONTIKEG TOU HENOVTOG. Ba €Aeye Kaveig 6T autd mou odnynoe
oto XUvtaypa Tou 1975 efval pia eupUtepn GUVTAKTIKA OTIYUN,
otnv onoia o1 MONTIKEC SUVANEIC Kal 01 KOIVWVIKEG OUAdES
KAl OTPWUATA TIOU 01 NMPWTEG EMTUXWG, TOTE, AVTINPOOW-
nevouv, 6a NMPOOXWPNOOUV OE UId ENAXIOTN, PYa €EaIPETIKA
10XUpn CUpQWVia.

H éktote ouoTNUATIKA ENiKANON TOU LUVIAYHATOG WG VOUIUO-
NoINTIKOU Napdyovta Tou i610u Tou NOANITIKoU Adyou, Haptupd
OXI HOVO Yid TNV AEITOUPYIKOTNTA Tou 16i0U TOU KEIUEVOU,
alM\d Kar yia Tnv 10TopIKnA dUvaun twv 10TOPIKWV CUNPPAlo-
Hévwv ¢ Béomiong tou. Kar autég o1 eKTIPNoEIG (ppovouUlE
OT 10xU0UV, and Pia KOIVWVIOAOYIKN oKomid, napd TG npa-
YHATIKEG EMQUAGEEIS nou unnpxav yia tnv id1a v aubevu-
KOTNTa T SNPOKPATIKNG HeTdBaong, napd Ti¢ diagwvieg Kal
T0UG POBOUC Nou Unopei va ekppdotkav yia Ti¢ Siadikaoieg
1Mou akoAouBouaoe n KapapavAikn eouaia Kal oplopéveg dia-
TG&EIC TOU LUVTIAYPATOG KAl TNV apvnuKN TonoBEtnon ng
TOTE AVTINOAITEUONG €Ni TNG APXAG.

AZiCel ndviwg va onpeiwdei dT pia PeyAdAn Kal OUVTAKTIKNG
euBéNelag Aaikn ouvaiveon eixe 600l 10 POIVONMWPO TOU
1974, pe 1a ouvipinukd nooootd nou anéonace n 0 Kwv-
otavtivo¢ KapapavAng kai n NA oTi¢ eKAOYEG Karl JE TNV Ka-

This is precisely what the “velvet transition” of 1974-1975
-namely, the Metapolitefsi (with a capital M)- would finally
achieve, albeit several decades late.

The sequence of events beginning with the coup launched
by loannidis' junta and its rapid collapse days later, and
concluding months afterward with the enactment of the
Constitution, constitutes a dense historical interval that
both healed the wounds of the past and inscribed the pro-
spects of the future. One could say that what led to the
1975 Constitution was a broader constituent moment in
which political forces and the social groups and strata they
successfully represented at the time converged in a mini-
mal, yet extraordinarily powerful agreement.

The consistent invocation of the Constitution thereafter
as a legitimizing reference point in political discourse tes-
tifies not only to the functionality of the text itself, but
also to the power of the historical circumstances that
shaped its creation. It is our opinion that these assessments
hold true, from a sociological perspective, despite genuine
reservations about the authenticity of the democratic tran-
sition, despite disagreements and fears concerning the
procedures followed by the Karamanlis government, and
despite objections to certain constitutional provisions and
the negative stance of the then Opposition vis-a-vis the
overall framework of the text.

It is worth noting, however, that a broad and constituent-
level popular mandate had already been granted in the au-
tumn of 1974 with the sweeping electoral victory of Kon-
stantinos Karamanlis and New Democracy, and with the
unequivocal triumph of the republic (the abolition of the
monarchy) in the December referendum. This occurred be-
cause, despite the strong ideological tension and the sig-
nificant presence of a radical -at least rhetorically subver-



Bapn vikn ¢ aBacileutng dnpokpatiag oto MONTEIAKO On-
Howneiopa. Kar autd oupBaivel yiati, napd tm peyain 186eo0-
AOYIKN (pOpTIoN, NApd T onUAvTIKN napouadia evog pi{oona-
oTKoU Kal pntopikd TOUAdxiotov avatpentikou Suvapikou
unoouvolou péoa oTo NONTKO oUOTNHA, TO KOIVWVIKO, OU-
VaiodnpatKo Kar 1I0ToPTKO TOMio Mou S1apoPEWONKE 0Ta TEAN
louhiou tou 1974, éxel akpIP®CS autdv TOV XApaAKTAPA Hiag
ATunng, pa 10XUpng avuipaoiotkng ouvaiveong. Epver Koviq,
0€ J1d NOYIKA olwnnpng apoiBaidtntag, OAeC TIC SuvApEIg
TIOU UNopouUvV, €0TW Kal €V LEPE], VA avayvwplotolv we €Xo-
VIaG evavuwBei onv Xouvta Kar €xovtag naiel poAo otnv
idla otnv anoxwpnon g and v e€ouaia, 0N SNUOKPATIKN
petdBaon, v OAiyoI¢ o€ auth v noAU 161aitepn aAayn oe-
Aidag.

Auth n KOIVWVIKA OUVONKN éxel, ONWG €iNAPE, OUVTAKTIKO
xapaktnpa S10T €pXeTal va AEITOUPYNOEl CUPPINIWTIKG, bivo-
VIAG 0aQeic AUOEIC O€ 10TOPIKEG EKKPEUOTNTEG KaT TPAUHATIKG
unéiona. EE déA\ou eivar n idia anotéAeopa p1ag 0WPEUTIKNG
aiuoidag oduvnpwv eBVIKWV EUNEIPIOV, MONTIKOV KPioEWwV
Mou «emAUONKav» Pe v nio Bavauon kar apxaikn pédodo,
T0 Yeiypa akpode€ioU TPITOKIOUIOHOU Kal NAAAIoEAAASITIKOU
€Bvikiopou nou odnynoe otnv Kunpiakn tpaywdia Kar otov
OTPATIWTIKO Kal OTPATNYIKO €EEUTENIONO TNG XWPAG.

‘Etor homov, n ouvtakukn otuypn 1974-75, 10 KOIVwVIKO
Kal NOANTIKG oupPOAaIo Kal To BEOUIKO TOUG ENIOTEYAOUA MOV
eival 1o véo Xuvtaypa Oa kAeioouv dUO PEYANES 10TOPIKES
MANYEG: TNV TIPOTIOAEUIKN KAl TNV YUXPONOAEUTKN, TOV EOVIKO
Aixaoué xar tov Epgpuhio T16Aepo, péoa and v opIoTIKn
enikuon tou noAitelakou {nTNPATOS pe Ty eykabidpuon g
dnuokpatiag.
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sive— subgroup within the political system, the social, emo-
tional, and historical landscape that emerged in late July
1974 bore precisely the character of an informal but power-
ful antifascist consensus. 1t brought together, in a logic of
tacit reciprocity, all forces that could, at least in part, be
recognized as having opposed the Junta and played a role
in its collapse, in the democratic transition — in short, in
this very particular turning of the page.

This social condition, as we have noted, had a constituent
character because it functioned in a conciliatory manner,
offering clear resolutions to historical disputes and trau-
matic residues. Moreover, it was itself the cumulative out-
come of a chain of painful national experiences, political
crises “resolved” through the most brutal and archaic
means, and the blend of far-right extremism and old-style
nationalism that led to the Cyprus tragedy and the military
and strategic humiliation of the country.

Thus, the constituent moment of 1974-75 —the social and
political contract and its institutional culmination in the
new Constitution— would close two major historical wounds:
the prewar division and the Cold War division, i.e., the Na-
tional Schism and the Civil War, primarily through the de-
finitive settlement of the constitutional question with the
establishment of the republic.
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Me auth v évvola, To Xuvtaypa tou 1975 onpatoddtnoe
OX1 anAWG pia aAayn Kabeotwtog, ald évav Pabid ouvaiodn-
Hatko Kal Oeouikd avanpooavatoMopo g EAANVIKNG KOl-
vwviag, Katd tov onoio o @OPog, n diaipeon Kai 0 AnoKAEl-
OPOG TWV HETEUPUNIOKOV OEKAETIOV TAPAXWPENOE Tn B€on
TOU OTNV avayvopIion, T CUPHETOXN Kal TOV MAOUPAAIGUO.

AKOUN Kal 0€ OTIYUES €VTAoNG Kal 0EUPEVNC KOPPATIKNG avTl-
napdbeong, n BepeNi®ONG ouvaiveon Nou oUENAATABNKE TO
1974 napépeive aképain, unodnAwvovtag 6T ta SNUOKPATIKA
Kai PIAeAeUBepa NON eixav MAéov Padid p1{noel 0TO KOUUATIKO
oUOTNUA Kal 0T0 0UVOAO TNG ENANVIKNG KOIVWVIAG.

It is in this sense that the Constitution of 1975 marked
not merely a change of regime but a profound emotional
and institutional reorientation of Greek society whereby
the fear, division, and exclusion of the post-Civil War deca-
des gave way to recognition, participation, and pluralism.

Even at moments of tension and heightened partisan con-
frontation, the underlying consensus forged in 1974 re-
mained intact, indicating that democratic and liberal mores
took deep root in the party system and Greek society as a
whole.
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Ané to Xuvtaypa tou 1975
oto Aiké pac Zuvrayua

Mapia KapnAdkn

AvanA. lNpoiotauévn e IA. HAektpovikric Aioiknong,
BiBAi06nkng & Ex6oocwv ¢ BouAng twv EAAGVwy,
Tpdedpo¢ e Opyavwtkiic Entmponiic me ExBeong

&

EAévn Mouloupdkn

Mpoiotauévn tou Tunuato¢ BiBAoOrikng ToAng

& Aiaxeipiong Zvotnudtwv BiBAoOrkng

¢ Aievbuvong BiBAoOrikng ¢ BouArig,

Emuerntpia e ExBeong

To ZUvtaypa tou 1975, wGg 0 KAtaotatkog xdpwng ndvw
0TOV 0Moio o1kodounBnke n opaldtePn NePiodog oTnv NOAI-
TIKN 10T0pia g ouyxpovng EANAdag, anotéleoe kapnd g
AdTKNG anaitnong yia SnPOKPATKN VOUIHOTNTA® ANOTUNWVEI
Kavoveg nou pubpidouv TIG 0xE0EIC TV MONTWV HETAEU TOUG
Kal TIC 0XEOEIC TOUG HE TO KPATOC WG VEO KOIVWVIKO OUupBo-
AQ10, OTO OMOI0 CUUNUKVAOBONKAV TA00 01 GUNOYIKESG EUNEIPIES
TOU NApeABOVTOC, 600 Kal 01 1I0TOPIKEG, MONTIKEG KAl KOTVW-
VIKEG OUVONKEG P€oa 0TI onoieg O1apopPWONKE Kal d1apKwe
eCehiooetal. Me 10 véo XUvtaypa, n EANGSa tou 1975 Oepe-
Nwoe éva nohiteupa nou otnpietal otnv eAeubepia, TNV 106-
Tnta, Th 61Ka100Uvn Kal Tn ouppetoxn. H petaténion and éva
KpdAtog eSouaiag og éva kpdtog Sikaiou €0woE 0TO ATOHO TN
Béon Tou evepyoU OUVTEAEOTN TNG ONUOKPATIKNG {WNG.

H EkBeon To 6ik6 pag Zuvrayua emixelpel va Qwtioer Oxi
HéVvo Ta 10TOPIKA Yeyovata nou odnynoav otnv Yneion Tou
Yuvtdypatog tou 1975, ald kar 10 eupUTEPO MEPIKEIPEVO
Hiag kovwviag nou avadntouoe €K VEOU TN «(PwVN E».

Me apetnpia pia Npoonmuikn Mou TonoBeTel Tov MOAITN 0T
ENIKEVIPO Kal PE EPpaon omv avdadergn twv atopik@v Kai
KOIVOVIK®V OIKAIWPATWY Mou BepeNiwoe 10 XUviaypd Tou
1975, 10 ekBeoiakd apnynpa emdIOKEN va NApouoIdoel 1o
YUvtaypa 0x1 wg éva duonpdorto, CEIBIKEUNEVO TEXVOKPATIKO
Keipevo, ald wg éva BepeNwdeg kar Suvapiko nAQiolo nou
Orapopewver Tn SnUOKPATIKA AgIToupyia TNG NONTEIQg, MPo-
otatevel TIG eAeuBepieq Kar kabodnyei T600 TNV NPOCWMIKN
KaBnpepivi epneipia 600 Kal T oUANOYIKA ouvunapén péoa

From the 1975 Constitution
to A Constitution of our Own

Maria Kamilaki

Acting Director General, D.G. for Electronic Administration,
Library & Publications of the Hellenic Parliament,
President of the Exhibition Organizing Committee

&
Eleni Mouzouraki

Head of the City Library

& Library Systems Management Department
of the Hellenic Parliament Library Directorate,
Curator of the Exhibition

The 1975 Constitution, as the statutory charter on which
the most stable period in the political history of modern
Greece was built, was the outcome of the popular demand
for democratic legitimacy. It reflects rules that regulate
the relations of citizens among themselves and their rela-
tions with the state as a new social contract, in which the
collective experiences of the past coupled with the histori-
cal, political and social conditions in which it was shaped
and continues to evolve, were condensed. With the new
Constitution of 1975, Greece founded a system based on
freedom, equality, justice and participation. The shift from
a state of power to a rule of law gave the individual the
position of an active factor in democratic life.

The Exhibition A Constitution of our own attempts to shed
light not only upon the historical events that led to the
adoption of the 1975 Constitution, but also on the broader
context of a society that was seeking its “voice” anew.

Adopting a perspective that places the citizen at the center
and highlighting the individual and social rights established
by the 1975 Constitution, the exhibition narrative seeks
to present the Constitution not as an inaccessible, highly
specialized technocratic document, but as a fundamental
and dynamic framework that shapes democratic functioning
of the state, safeguards freedoms, and guides both indi-
vidual everyday experience and collective coexistence
within civil society. Its Articles acquire meaning through
the daily experience of the citizen — where freedom of
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OTNV KovwVvia twv noNitav. Ta dpBpa Tou Xuvidypatog ano-
KTOUV VONUa péoa and v Kabnpepivia eUneipia Tou noAitn —
EKEl OMOU N eAeuBepia Tou Adyou, N 100TNTA, N NPOCWMIKNA
eheuBepia, n Kolvwvikn dikaloouvn Kai n npootaocia g 101w-
KNG {wng yivovtal npa&n. Auth n ontikn &ivel kKai 10 vonpa
OTNV KINTIKN aviwvupia «81kd pag» otov Titho NG ExBeonc.

Me 10 i610 okentkd, T0 Aoyotuno tng ExBeong, pe pivipali-
OTIKN TUNOYpa@ia, napanéuner dittd, agevog, otnv aibouoa
¢ Ohopéherag tng Bouhng twv EANAV@Y Kal, agetépou, 0To
avbpnivo anotinwuad, €VVoloAOY®VTAG TO XUVIAYHA WG
oUPPONO OX1 HOVO CUUHETOXNG KAl CUANOYIKOTNTAG, AAAG Kal
atopikng tautdtntag. O1 KaunUAeS YPAUUES, O OUOKEVTPN
d1dtagn, unodnAwvouv 10600 ouvéxela, 6oo Kal evotnta. H
omeIPoeIdng Kivnon napanépnel oty avdantuén, mv eEENEN
Kar T duvapikn @uon tou Xuvtdypatog €d® kar 50 xpovia.
O1 avoixtég, ateleic KapmuAeg unodnA@vouv Tov S1IaAoYo Kai
TNV aQvoIXTOTNTA OTNV aAAayn.

Q¢ npog ™ SidpBpwon, n Evétnta A g ExkBeong apxidel e
TNV anapaitntn, CUVONTIKN OKIAaypd@non TOU 10TOPIKOU MAAICIOU
™G neP16dou TG AIKTAToPiag Kal Twv NPWIWV UNVOV g Me-
TANONITEUONG, UE TNV ENOMTIKA PonBeia evdg Xpovohoyiou pe
TA ONPAVTIKOTEPA YEYOVOTA TNG NEPIGOOU: n avatponn g Al-
KTATopiag Kai n anokatdotaon g Anpokpatiag, n ouykpotnon
¢ KuBépvnong EBvikng Evotntag tou Kwvotavtivou Kapa-
HavAn, o1 NPWTES EkKAOYEC TNG MetanoAiteuong yia Ty avadeién
¢ E” AvaBewpnuikng BouAng otig 17 Noepppiou 1974, n eni-
Auon Tou noNitelakoU {nTNPAToS Ye T0 dnpoyngiopa g 8ng
AekepPpiou Tou 1974 anoteholv KOPPIKA YeyovoTd, MOU KATé-
TEIVaV oTnv Yhneion tou Zuvtdypatog otg 7 louviou 1975.

H Evétnta B eivar agiepwpévn oto Luvtaypa tou 1975: péoa
and ta ouvtaypatkd oxédia, TC NPOTACEIC TWV KOUHATWV
KAl TWV KOIVWVIKQOV (pOopEWV, Td MPAKTIKA ¢ Emtponng Ava-
Bewpnong kar g OAopélerag, KabBwe kar pe ™ Pondeia no-

speech, equality, personal freedom, social justice and the
protection of privacy are put into practice. This perspective
also gives meaning to the possessive pronoun “Our own”
in the title of the Exhibition.

With the same reasoning, the Exhibition’s logo, with mini-
malist typography, refers in a dual way, on the one hand,
to the Plenary Hall of the Hellenic Parliament and, on the
other, to the human imprint, conceptualizing the Constitu-
tion as a symbol not only of participation and collectivity,
but also of individual identity. The curved lines, arranged
concentrically, suggest both continuity and unity. The spiral
movement refers to the growth, evolution and dynamic
nature of the Constitution over the past 50 years. The
open, incomplete curves suggest dialogue and openness
to change.

In terms of structure, Section A of the Exhibition begins
with the necessary, concise outline of the historical context
of the dictatorship period and the first months of the Meta-
politefsi (post-dictatorship period of democratic transition
in Greece), with the supervisory assistance of a timeline
with the most important events of the period: the over-
throw of the Dictatorship and the restoration of Democracy,
the formation of the National Unity government of Kon-
stantinos Karamanlis, the first elections of the Metapolitefsi
for the election of the 5th Revisionary Parliament on No-
vember 17, 1974, the resolution of the form of state issue
with the referendum on December 8, 1974, are key events
that led to the adoption of the Constitution on June 7,
1975.

Section B is dedicated to the Constitution of 1975: through
the constitutional drafts, the proposals of the parties and
social actors, the minutes of the Revision Committee and
the Plenary, as well as with the help of multimedia material,



AupeoikoU UNIKoU, emidioketal va avadeixBei n ouvoetn koi-
voBouleutikn diadikaoia ¢ olvtaéng, ene€epyaoiag kar Yyn-
(P10NC TOU LUVTAYHATOC w¢ UYWIOTN OTYUN H1ag ONHOKPATIKNAG
ToAiteiag. X16X0¢ Hag €ival 0 KOs emokéNTNG va aviiAngoei
Tn Baputnta Kai Tnv EuBUVN piag oTIYUNAG TOU, WOTOC0, ACKEI
dueon enidbpaon otn kN Tou Kadnuepivotnta. Avapopd vi-
VETAl KAl 0TI avaBewpnoei§ ToU LUVIAYHATOS Katd ta €
1986, 2001, 2008 ka1 2019, anodeikvuovtag, otn Sidpkelia
TwVv 50 €@V 10XU0¢ ToU, TNV eueNiia Kai T duvatdtnta Npo-
OAPHOYNG OTIC VEEG KOIVWVIKEG KAl TEXVOAOYIKEG EEENIEEIG.

v Evétnta I napouaiddovtar o1 Baoikoi d€oveg tou avOe-
KTIKOU XUvTdypatog tou 1975: apxikd n pop@n tou noNTel-
patog wg TNpoedpeuopévng KoivoPouleutikng Anpokpatiag
Kal ev ouvexeia o1 BepeN®OEIC apxég oTig onoieg otnpiletal
N OUVTAKTIKN TOU @IA00O®id, KaBwg, wn@iouévo Péoa OTo
nveupa g MetanoAiteuong, to Xuvtaypa tou 1975 Siaknpute
™ Babid niotn 61 o oePaocpdg TN adiag tou avBpwnou
TIPEMET VA aMOTEAET TNV MPWTAPXIKN unoxpéwon tng MNMoAiteiag
TENOG, 0 0TaBepOG Kal adlanpayldateuTog eUpwnaikdg Kai
81e0vng NpooavatoNopag, PE anwteEPo okonad tn diac@aAion
NG EUpWNAikng nopeiag tng olyxpovng EANGSaG.

Ytnv Evétnta A 1o ekBeaiakd apnynpa eotiddel otig O1atdceig
TOU Xuvtdypatog tou 1975 nepi atopik®V Kal KOIVOVIKOV
Sikaiwpdtwyv. Mpdkertar yia 10 Mépog B” tou keipévou Ttou
YUVTAYHATOG TOU OUYKEVIPWOE TN 0XeOOV KABOAIKN anodoxn
TWV BOUAEUTAV Kal OTO OMOi0 aviavakA®VTal KAteEoxnv ol
eMOPACEIS TwV EUPUTEPWV EUPWNATKWV CUVIAYUATIKGOV, NO-
NTIK®OV Kat 10e0h0oyIK@V avTIAAyewV, aAAd Kal n npoondBeia
TOU OUVTAKTIKOU VOUOBETN va ouvduaoTei n 10éa TnG eAeube-
piag tou AvBpwnou pe v Kovwvikn Sikaioouvn. Méoa ano
S1apopetikéc apnynpatikég vnoideg, napouoidlovial o1 ou-
VIAYHATIKEG EYYUNOEIG VIA TIC ATOMIKEG Kal MONTIKEG EAeUBE-
pieg, TV evnuépwon Kai v NANpo@opnaon, v eAeubepia
OKEWYNG Kal EKPPAONG, TNV 100TNTA TWV QUA®Y, TNV KOIVWVIKN
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the aim is to highlight the complex parliamentary process
of drafting, editing and voting on the Constitution as the
highest moment of a democratic State. Our aim is for visi-
tors to grasp the significance and responsibility of a mo-
ment that, nonetheless, exerts a direct impact on their
everyday life. Reference is also made to the revisions of
the Constitution in the years 1986, 2001, 2008 and 2019,
demonstrating, during its 50 years of validity, its flexibility
and ability to adapt to new social and technological develop-
ments.

Section C presents the main pillars of the resilient Consti-
tution of 1975: initially, the form of the State as a Parlia-
mentary Republic and then the fundamental principles on
which its constitutional philosophy is based, since, voted
in the spirit of the Metapolitefsi, the Constitution of 1975
proclaimed the deep belief that respect for human value
must constitute the primary obligation of the State then,
the stable and non-negotiable European and international
orientation, with the ultimate aim of ensuring the European
course of modern Greece.

In Section D, the focus of the exhibition narrative is on the
provisions of the 1975 Constitution on individual and social
rights, i.e. Part 2 of the constitutional text, which garmered
almost unanimous acceptance by the Members of Parlia-
ment and which primarily reflects the influences of wider
European constitutional, political and broader ideological
concepts, as well as the attempt of the constitutional
legislator to combine the idea of human freedom with
social justice. Through different narrative islets, the con-
stitutional guarantees for individual and political freedoms,
information and communication, freedom of thought and
expression, gender equality, social welfare (health, insu-
rance, protection of the family, maternity, children and vul-
nerable groups), the right to free education, the right to
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npoévola (uyeia, ao@Aalion, NPOOTACia NG OIKOYEVEIAS, TNG
UnTpoINTAC, Tou NaidioU Kal TV EVAAWT®V opadwv), To O1-
Kaiwpa dwpedv naideiag, To Sikaiwpa oTnv pyacia Kai v
KATOXUPWON NG oUVOIKANIOTIKNG EAeUBepiag, KaBwe Kar v
TIPWTONOPIAKN YIa TNV €NOXTN TOU NPOOTACia TOU (QUOIKOU Kal
NOAITIOTIKOU nePIBAAOVTOG.

Kai 6A\a autd péoa and pia mAnbwpa NOAUTPOTNIK®YV EKBEUATOVY,
nou nepiappdvouv BiPAia, Eyypapa, @wToypagieg, apioeg,
EIKAOTIKA €pyd, TP1001A0TATA AVTKEIIEVA KAl ONTIKOAKOUOTIKO
UNIKO, mpoepxdpeva and tn BipAobnkn tg BouAng kar and
36 dnpdaoioug Kar 1I810TIKOUG POPEiC, KaBWE Kal and 1010TEG
OUMEKTEC — TOUG euxapiotoUpe and kapdidg mou pag epni-
OTeUTNKav NOAUTIHA TEKPAPIA, auEnpiévng 10TOPIKNG PAPUTNTAC.
Ao@aAw¢ Sev emdIMKeTal N EEAVTIANTIKN KAAUWN TWV EMUEPOUC
Bepdtwv, Kabéva ek Twv onoinv Ba PnopoUce va ANoTEAE! TO
AVTIKEIPEVO EeEXWPIOTNG EKBEIOKNG Mpaypdteuong, alld ne-
p1006TEPO N Bepatonoinon Pactkwv O1a0TdoEwV TG ENidpaong
TOU XUVIAYHATOG 0TV Kabnuepivotntd pag.

H ExBeon ohokAnpwveTal otn ouvonTikn, mAnv onpavukn Evéd-
ta E, pe v napouaciaon tou akpoteleutiou dpBpou 120:
H tmjpnon tou Juvidyuato¢ enagietal otov Nampiwtioud
wv EAAfvewv, nou Sikaiouvtal kat unoxpeouvial va
QVTIOTEKOVTAl e KABe péoo evavtiov onoloudnnote
enxeipel va 1o KataAvoet ye tm Pia.

Ano 1o ZUvtaypa dev anoppéouv pévo Sikaiwpata: Kabe no-
NITNG éxe1 unoxpewaelg nou diac@aii{ouv v 100pponia avd-
Heoa oy eAeUBepia Kal TV KOIVwVIKN ouvoxn. Xy «AiBouca
Ynaoniotwv», 6nou avantioostdl n teheutaia Evotnta, o eni-
OKENTNG avTIKPiCel Evav ONOTOIXO KABPEPTN, HE avayeypap-
Héveg TIC napaypdpoug tou dpbpou 120. MapdAnAa, S1apd-
{OVTaG TIC OUYKEKPIUEVES YPAUUES, BAEMEN TOV AVTIKATOMTPIOHO
TOU €QUTOU TOU, KaBwG Kal 10 €pyo TG EAévng XtaBonouhou
H ueydAn vikn t¢ Anuokpartiag, mou KOOUEl TOV anévavt

work and the guarantee of trade union freedom, as well as
the pioneering for that time protection of the natural and
man-made environment, are presented.

And all this through a multitude of multimodal exhibits
that include books, documents, photographs, posters, visual
works, three-dimensional objects and audiovisual material,
drawn from the Hellenic Parliament Library Collection and
from 36 public and private institutions, as well as from
private collectors — we thank them all from the bottom of
our hearts for entrusting us with valuable documents of
increased historical significance. Of course, we do not seek
to exhaustively cover individual topics, each of which could
be the subject of a separate exhibition narrative, but rather
to thematize basic dimensions of the impact of the Consti-
tution on our everyday lives.

The Exhibition concludes in the concise, but equally impor-
tant Section E, with the presentation of the final provision
of the Article 120:
Observance of the Constitution is entrusted to the
patriotism of the Greeks who shall have the right
and the duty to resist by all possible means against
anyone who attempts the violent abolition of the
Constitution.

The Constitution does not only provide for rights; every
citizen has obligations that ensure the balance between
freedom and social cohesion. In the “Hall of Adjutants”,
where the last Section is developed, the visitor faces a
full-wall mirror, with paragraphs of Article 120 inscribed
on it. At the same time, by reading these specific lines,
one sees the reflection of himself /herself, as well as Eleni
Stathopoulou's work The Great Victory of Democracy, which
adorns the opposite wall. In this way, in an experiential
and emotionally charged meeting-conclusion of the Exhi-



T0ix0. Me Tov TpdNo autd, o€ pia PIWUATIKA KAl OUYKIVNOIAKA
@opTiopévn ouvdvinon-katakAeida tng ‘ExBeong, o emokéntng
avulappdvetal Tov eautd Tou ¢ KEVIPIKO Kpiko otnv aiucida
ToU eV@VEI TO XUvtaypa Kail T Anpokpatia. To XUviaypa Tou
1975 tonobétnoe Tov AvOpwno oTo ENiKEVIPO TG Snpokpa-
TIKNG MOAITEiag Kat dnpioupynae To NAaiolo énou n eAeubepia,
n1oétnta Kai n aglonpéneia yivovial npd&n kabnuepivd. Kade
apBpo, k&Be dikainpa, KABE ouvVTayPATIKN Apxn avagépetal
Kal avnkel o€ EPAg, otoug noAiteg. H Anpokpatia g1, 6L,
Ka1 péoa and t CUPPETOXN pag, TNV uneubuvdtntd pag xai
NV Kabnpepivih pag emAoyn va oePOPACTE Kal va unepaoTi-
{6uaote tov AvBpwno.

Ytov avd xeipag Katdhoyo nepihapBavetarl 1o oUVOAO TwV K-
Bepdtwv G in situ ekdoxng, KABWS Kal OpIoUEVA OUHMAN-
PWHATIKA, Kapndg TG evOENEXOUC €peuvag TNG EMUEANTIKNAG
opddag- emnAéov, o1 evdtnteg epmioutidovial and avalutiKO-
TEPA KEIJEVA TEKUNPIWONG Kal and eMIOTNHOVIKEG OULBOAEG
OOKIYIaKOU TUMOU, MOV EMIXEIPOUV VA PWTIOOUV AANOTE eupU-
TEPEC Kal GANOTE NIo €101KES OWEIC Tou Xuvtdypatog tou 1975.

OeplEC euxapioTieg opeiloupE 08 OAEG KAl OAOUG TOUG OUVTE-
A\eotéc g ExOeong, yia TIC EMOTNPOVIKEG YVAOOEIC Kal TV
ENAYYEAUQTIKN EUNEIpia MOU MPOOKOUIoAV APEIdNG— Ta OvO-
Hatd TOuG anotun@vovtal avaluTikd otn oehida 4-5 tou Ka-
TAAOYOU. ZEXWPIOTEG EUXAPIOTIES YIa TNV NOAUTILIN KaBodnynon
Kal TNV KatdBeon Kelpévav NPooavatoAopoU ogeilovtal otnv
Emotnpovikn Enitponn Enonteiag tng ‘EkBeong, pie EMKEQANG
Tov TMp6edpo tou EmotmpovikoU XupBouliou tng BouAng twv
ENnvwv, opétpo Kabnynth tg Nopikng 2xoAng tou lMaveni-
otnpiou ABnvav, K. Koota Maupid, kar Mén toug k.k. Tla-
oxdahn KitpopunAidn, Taktukd Mélog g Akadnpiag ABnvav,
Mélo¢ tTou Emotnpovikou Xuppouliou ¢ Boulng twv EAAA-
vov-Opdtpo Kabnynm Tohiukng Emotipng tou Tpnpatog
Mohrukng Emothung & Anpdoiag Aioiknong tou Mavenotpiou
ABnvov, Znupo Bhaxdnouho, KabBnynt Xuvtaypatkou Aikaiou
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bition, the visitor perceives himself/herself as a central
link in the chain that unites the Constitution and Democracy.
The Constitution of 1975 placed Human at the center of
the democratic state and created the framework where
freedom, equality and dignity are put into practice daily.
Every article, every right, every constitutional principle
refers to and belongs to us, the citizens. Democracy lives
through our participation, our responsibility and our daily
choice to respect and defend Human. This Catalogue in-
cludes all the exhibits of the in situ version, as well as
some additional ones, forming the outcome of thorough
research of the curatorial team; in addition, the sections
are enriched by more detailed documentation texts and by
essay-type scientific contributions, which attempt to illu-
minate sometimes broader and sometimes more specific
aspects of the 1975 Constitution.

We owe warm thanks to all the contributors to the Exhi-
bition, for the scientific knowledge and professional ex-
perience that they generously provided - their names are
detailed on page 4-5 of the Catalogue. Special thanks for
the valuable guidance and submission of orientation texts
are due to the Scientific Supervisory Committee of the Ex-
hibition, chaired by President of the Scientific Council of
the Hellenic Parliament, Professor Emeritus of the Law
School of the University of Athens, Mr. Kostas Mavrias,
and with members Mr. Paschalis Kitromilides, Full Member
of the Academy of Athens, Member of the Scientific Council
of the Hellenic Parliament, Professor Emeritus of Political
Science at the Department of Political Science & Public
Administration of the University of Athens; Spyros Vlacho-
poulos, Professor of Constitutional Law, Law School, Uni-
versity of Athens; Gregory Psallidas, Professor of Contem-
porary Political History, Department of History, lonian
University; and Panayis Panagiotopoulos, Associate Pro-
fessor of Sociology, Department of Political Science and
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¢ Nopikng XxoAng tou Mavemotnuiou ABnvay, Monyopn Wak-
Aida, Kabnynt XUyxpovng TMoNitikng lotopiag tou Tunpatog
lotopiag tou loviou MNavemotnpiou, kai Tavayn Tavayiwto-
nouho, Avaninpwtn Kabnynth KoivwvioAoyiag tou Tuapatog
MoArukng Emotnpng kar Anpdaiag Aioiknong tou INavermotpiou
ABnvav. Opoiwg, eykdpdieg euxapiotieg avikouv oty Opya-
vwtkh Emiponn (A. Xuvapéhin, A. Kapandvou, A. Tlanakwv-
otavtivou, 6. Koutooyidavvng, M. Mnpiava, X. Xnviddou kai N.
Manakwvotavtivou), Kai 1diaitepa otoug ouvadérgoug MNapyo
Kupdatoo, Tnvehdnn AeBavtdakn kai Mapia BAaooonoUAou, nou
OUVEICEPEPAV Kaipla Omnv €PEUVa Kal TNV EMUEAEIA TWV EVO-
TNTWV Kal TwV KEUEvwV. Euxapiotieg ogeilovial eniong ot
Mapia MNanadonoUAou, apxItéKtova-oknvoypd@o, yia v dptia
OoKNVoypagikn napouciaon t¢ EkBeong, kar otoug Ayyeho
Kovtoyidvvn-Mdvdpo kar Baoihikn TlanaBavaciou nou avé-
AaBav TG PETAPPAOEIC TWV CUVOSEUTIKWOV KEIPEVWV OTNV ay-
YNKN YAwooa. TéENOG, TG BepudTEPES EUXApPIOTieG oTOUG Anpn-
Ton Zadld, ©avaon ABavaoiddn, Tldvo ZeuywAn kar otn
AigtBuvon Exkdooewv & EKtunooewy yia th oxed1aotikn, Kak-
NITEXVIKN eMPENEIT Kal ThV napaywyn tTou Kataidyou.

* % %k

Mpdpel 0 Kwvotavtivog Todtoog oto dpbpo tou «[w¢ ¢n n
Anpokpatia» (AvBpwnives 2xéoeig, Oktwppiog 1974):
H Anuokpatia, 10 €UYEVETEPO Kal sUnaBeoTato YEV-
vnua g 1otopiag, To noAiteuua Tou LETPOU, Orou OAa
Ta avtiBeta npénel ouVeXWS va tooppornouvial, 6ev
napd £&w and to kAipa ¢ Biag. Oute kat eniBdrAetal
Le  Bia. O1 enavaotdoeig Sev pridxvouv SNUOKOATIES,
aAAd SIKTATOPES.

Public Administration, University of Athens. Likewise, heartfelt
thanks go to the Organizing Committee (A. Synarelli, A. Kara-
panou, A. Papakonstantinou, Th. Koutsoyiannis, M. Briana, S.
Hiniadou and N. Papakonstantinou), and especially to col-
leagues Giorgos Kyratsos, Pinelopi Levantaki and Maria
Vlassopoulou, who made crucial contributions to the re-
search and editing of the sections and texts. Thanks are
also due to Maria Papadopoulou, architect-scenographer,
for the excellent scenographic presentation of the Exhibition,
and to Angelos Kontogiannis-Mandros and Vassiliki Papa-
thanasiou, who undertook the translations of the accom-
panying texts into English. Finally, warmest thanks to Di-
mitris Zazas, Thanasis Athanasiadis, Panos Zevgolis and
the Publications & Printing Department of the Hellenic Par-
liament for the design/artistic editing and production of
the Catalogue.

* %k %

Konstantinos Tsatsos writes in his article “How Democracy
Lives" (Human Relations, October 1974):
Democracy, the noblest and most flexible creation
of history, the regime of moderation, where all op-
posites must constantly be balanced, only lives out-
side the climate of violence. Nor is it imposed by
violence. Revolutions do not create democracies,
but dictators.



Aev &1 n Anuokpatia otav dev undpxouv droua LE
yvoun, aAAd ovia ayeaia, nouv Exouv I yvoun e
epnuepidoc twv, 1 6tav undpxouv droua UE yvwun
nou bev evvoouv va tnv unotaéouv otn BéAnon g
0A0TNTaC, £ite QU ekPPAETal LIE TV NASloYnN@ia Twv
MOAITV, EITE L€ TO VOLO, NOU KAl QUTOC Elval EKppaon
¢ BEANONG TV NoAA@v.

Inpepa, nevavia xpdvia Letd, n ékBeon To Siko pag Zuviayua,
1975-2025, opyavwpévn and tov nAéov appddio Beopikd
popéa, ™ Bouln twv EAMVWV, NpooKalei TOUG EMIOKENTEG/
TIC ENIOKENTPIEG VA AVAYVOOOUV TO XUVIAyUd WG TO KOIVO
Hag onpeio avagopds, wg 1o nedio 6nou cuvavtuduacTte wg
MONITEG, aveSapTNTwS andWewv, NNIKiag, N KOIVWVIKAG BEong’
w¢ {wvtavo eniteuypa Kar Piopévn Katdktnon nou ouvoéel
T0 NapeAdov pe 10 napdv, T¢ agie ye v Kabnuepivotnta®
WG ANOTEAEOUA OUANOYIKNG PVAPNG Kar BoUAnong.

ABnva, AeképPpiog 2025
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Democracy does not live when there are no indivi-
duals with an opinion, but only herd-beings, who
adopt the opinions of their newspaper, or when there
are individuals with opinions who do not intend to
subordinate them to the will of the whole, whether
that will is expressed by the majority of citizens or
through the law, which itself is also an expression
of the will of the many.

Today, fifty years later, the exhibition A Constitution of
our own, 1975-2025, organized by the most appropriate
institution, the Hellenic Parliament, invites visitors to read
the Constitution as our common point of reference, as the
field where we meet as citizens, regardless of opinions,
age, or social status; as a living achievement and a lived
conquest that connects the past with the present, consti-
tutional values with everyday life; as a result of collective
memory, and will.

Athens, December 2025
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A Constitution of our own

1974

23.7.1974

Mton TG oTpatiwtkng diktatopiag.
Fall of the military dictatorship.

24.7.1974

Emotpopn tou npwnv MNMpwbunoupyol Kwvotavtivou Kapapavin

otnv EAMGGa - Opkwpoaoia t¢ KuBépvnong EBvikng Evotntag -

Apeon ane\euBépwon OAWV TWV MONTIKOV KPATOUPEV®V.

Return of former Prime Minister Konstantinos Karamanlis to Greece -
Formation of a National Unity Government - Immediate release

of all political prisoners.

1.8.1974

Anoxkatdotaon ¢ Anpokpatiag. [pwTeC CUVTAKTIKES MPALEIC TNG
KuBépvnong EBvikng Evotntag — Enavagopd o€ 10xU Tou 2uvtdypatog
tou 1952 e e€aipeon ¢ diata&eic nepi mnoAIteUpAToq.

Restoration of Democracy. First constitutional acts of the Government
of National Unity — Reinstatement of the 1952 Constitution

with the exception of the provisions on the form of government.

7.8.1974

‘Ekdoon oupnmAnpwuatikng ouviakTikng npdéng yia tn pudpion rinpdtwv
yid TV anovopn O1kaloouvng.

Issuance of a supplementary constitutional act to regulate issues
related to the administration of justice.

22.8.1974

Aitnon enavevepyonoinong g Xup@wviag Xuvdeong pe v EOK.
Greek application for the reactivation of the Association Agreement
with the EEC.

5.9.1974

‘Exdoon ouvtaktikng npding «lepi anokataotdoews g Tdsewe
Kal eupubpiag ev t Aikaioouvn».

Issuance of the Constitutional Act “On the restoration of order
and proper functioning in Justice”.
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23.9.1974

‘Ekdoon vopoBetikou Siatdypatog «[epi ouotdoews Kal Enavareitoupyiag
NONTK®OV Koppdtwv» - Nopiponoinon tou KKE.

Issuance of the Legislative Decree “On the establishment and
reactivation of political parties” - Legalization of the Communist Party
of Greece.

3.10.1974

[TpoknNpu&n BOUAEUTIKOV EKAOY®V.
Parliamentary elections announcement.

17.11.1974

Ae€aywyn TV NPWOTWV POUAEUTIK®OV EKAOYWV TN MetanoAiteuong
petd and 10 nepinou &tn.

First parliamentary elections of the Metapolitefsi era

after almost 10 years.

28.11.1974

Endvodoc¢ tn¢ EANGOag oto XupBouUAio tng Eupwnng.
Greece's return to the Council of Europe.

8.12.1974

Aie€aywyn dSnpown@iopatog yid Tn Hop®n TOU NMONITEUNATOC.
69,18% unép ¢ apacileutng Anpokpartiag.

Conduct of the referendum on the form of Government.
69,18% in favor of uncrowned Republic.

9.12.1974

Opxwpuooia g E” Avabewpnuikng BouAng.
Swearing-in ceremony of the 5th Revisionary Parliament.

18.12.1974

Exhoyn tou MixanA Ztacivonoulou w¢ npoowpivou Npoédpou
¢ EAAnvIKNG Anpiokpartiag.

Election of Michael Stassinopoulos as interim President

of the Hellenic Republic.

23.12.1974

Anpoaionoinon Tou oxediou Tou VEOU Xuvidylatoq.
Presentation of the draft of the new Constitution.
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1975

2.1.1975

YUotaon Eidikng KoivoBouleutikng Emitponng yia tnv ene€epyaaia
TOU 2uvtdypatoq.

Establishment of a Special Parliamentary Constitution Revision
Committee.

7.1.1975

KatdBeon tou oxediou Xuvidyuatog ot BouAn.
Submission of the draft Constitution to Parliament.

8.1.1975

ExAoyn tou Kwvotavtivou Taodtoou wg IMNMpoédpou tng Emitponnig
AvaBewpnong Tou XUuvidypatog.

Election of Konstantinos Tsatsos as President of the Constitution
Revision Committee.

9.1.1975 - 22.3.1975

Yudntnon tou oxediou Xuvidypatog otnv Emtponn AvaBewpnong
TOU XUVTAypatog Kai ti¢ U0 YNOEMITponéG.

Discussion of the draft Constitution in the Constitution Revision
Committee and the two Subcommittees.

27.3.1975 - 2.6.1975

Yudatnon tou TENIKOU oxediou Xuvtaypatog otnv ONopélela Tng BouAng.
Discussion of the final draft of the Constitution in the Plenum of the
Parliament.

7.6.1975

Wnpion tou véou 2uvidypatog and v E° Avabewpntikn Boun -
EniGoon tou ynpioBévtog KEIPEVOU TOU YUVTAYHATOG

and tov lNpoedpo ¢ Bouhng Kwvotavtivo lNanakwvotavtivou

otov npoowpivo MNpodedpo ¢ Anpokpatiag MixanA Xtaoivonoulo.
Voting of the new Constitution by the 5th Revisionary Parliament -
Handing over of the adopted text of the Constitution by the President
of the Parliament Konstantinos Papakonstantinou to the interim
President of the Republic Michael Stassinopoulos.
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9.6.1975

Enionun tehetn unoypagng tou véou 2uvtdypatog oty «AiBouoa
Tponaiwv» tn¢ BouAng, and tov npoowpivé INpdedpo tng Anpokpatiag
MixanA 2taoivénoulo, tov MNMpwBunoupyd Kwvotavtivo KapapavAn

Kar tov [Np6edpo tng Boung Kwvotavtivo TNanakwvotaviivou.

Official signing ceremony of the new Constitution in the “Trophies Hall”
of the Parliament Megaron, by interim President of the Republic
Michael Stassinopoulos, Prime Minister Konstantinos Karamanlis

and President of the Parliament Konstantinos Papakonstantinou.

11.6.1975

‘Evap&n 10xuo¢ Tou Xuviaypatoc.
Effective date of the Constitution of 1975.

12.6.1975

Enionpo aitnpa évtaéng tng EAMGSag otnv EOK.
Greece's application for membership to the EEC.

19.6.1975

Wnepopopia otn Bouhn yia ekhoyn INpoédpou te EAAnvIKNG Anpokpartiag -
Ex\oyn tou Kwvotavtivou Todtoou.

Voting in Parliament for the election of the President of the Hellenic
Republic - Election of Konstantinos Tsatsos.

20.6.1975

Tehetn oprwpoaciag Tou npwtou INpoédpou Tng Anpokpatiag

Kwvotavtivou Tadtoou otnv aibouoca ouvedpidoewv tng BouAng.
Swearing-in ceremony of the first President of the Republic
Konstantinos Tsatsos in the Plenary Hall.

9.2.1976

Anodoxn tou arthpatog éviaéng tng EANGSag otic Eupwnaikég Koivotnteg
and to Eupwnaikd XupBouhio.

Acceptance of Greece's application to join the European Communities
by the European Council.
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1976

26.7.1976

‘Evapén twv dianpaypatevocwyv évtaéng g EANGSag

ot Eupwnaikég Kovotnteg.

Opening of negotiations for Greece’s accession to the European
Communities.

1979

28.5.1979

Ynoypapn g Zuvonkng Evtaéng tng EANGdag otnv EOK.
Signing of the Accession Treaty of Greece to the EEC.

1981

1.1.1981

Enionun €icodo¢ tng EANASac otnv EOK w¢ dékatou péloug.
Official entry of Greece into the EEC as the 10th member.

1986

6.3.1986

[Mpwtn avabewpnon tou Xuvtdyuatog tou 1975.
First revision of the 1975 Constitution.
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2001

6.4.2001

AeUtepn avaBepnon Tou Xuvtdypatog tou 1975/1986.
Second revision of the 1975/1986 Constitution.

2008

27.5.2008

Tpitn avaBewpnon tou Xuvtdypatog tou 1975/1986,/2001.
Third revision of the 1975/1986,/2001 Constitution.

2019

25.11.2019

Tétaptn avaBewmpnon tou Xuvtdyuatog tou 1975/1986,/2001 /2008.
Fourth revision of the 1975/1986,/2001 /2008 Constitution.
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Aiktatopia 1967-1974:
H katandtnon twv SiKaiwpdtwv
Kal 0 avtudiKtatopikdg aywvag

Yug 21 Anpidiou 1967 n xoUvta TV CUVIAYHATAPXWV EMi-
BANBNKe oTn xwpa pe ™ Bia kKar diatnpnbnke otnv egouania
UE KATAOTAATIKEG NPAKTIKES. To SIKTATOPIKG KABEOTWS NPo-
X@WPNOE OTNV ANPOKAAUNTN KATANATNON TWV ATOHIKWOV Kal
KOIVWVIK®OV SIKAIWPATWV TwV TIONTOV KAl TV KUPIOTEPWV
OUVIAYHATIK®V EYYUNOEWV UE TNV ENMIBOAN TNG «KATAOTAONG
noAiopkiag», npopaivovtag o aubaipeteg CUMNAYEIS, SINEEIC
Kal EKToNioeIg, Pacaviotnpid, NApAKoAOUBNOEIG, MPOANTTIKA
KAl KATAOTAATIKA AOYOKPIOia Kal 0TEPNON NMOMNTIKWV EAEUOE-
pIdV, dlacUpovtag  xwpad d1EBvmS Kalr avakdnIoviag Tig
OX€0€IC NG YE TOV SUTIKO KOOO.

0 eN\nvIKGG Aadg Biwoe v emPoAn g SIKTatopiag wg évav
emiPAapn kar enwduvo avaxpoviopo. g 28 Maptiou 1969
o ‘EMnvac vopnehiotagc Nopyog Zepépng, oe padio@wviko
Tou pnvupa oto BBC, piknoe yia «tov YKpepd dnou pag odnyei
n Katanieon nou KAAuye tov tono», tovi{oviag 6t «auth n
avwpahia npéner va otapathoel. Eivar eBvikn emtayn».

Opdadeg avtiotaong Kar avtidpaong opyavobnkav 010 E0w-
TEPIKO Kal TO €EWTEPIKO Y1a TNV evnpépwon Tng dieBvoug Koi-
VAG YVOUNG Kal tn 61eBvn otpiEn tou avudiktatopikou
ayova' to Eupwnaikd KoivoBoUhio «ndywoe» T LUPQ®Vid
Yuvdeong pe tnv Eupwnaikn Oikovopikn Kowvotnta (EOK),
Katad1kadoviag Tov KATtaneoTikd Xapaktnpa Tou KaBeoTwTog,
evw n EANGSa napanéugOnke oto Aikaothpio AvBpwnivev
Aikaiwpdtwv tou XtpaoBoupyou (The Greek Case) yia v
napapiaon v dpBpwv ¢ Eupwnaikng Xppaong Akaiw-
pdtwv Tou AvBpwnou (EXAA).

H toupkikn eioBoAn otnv Kunpo, yia tnv onoia n Xxouvia twv
OUVTAYHATAPXWV EPEPE TNV MPWTIOTN EUBUVN, 0OMyNoE TENKA
otmv Katdppeuon ¢ diktatopiag, enpePai@voviag napdi-
AnAa Tov @OP0O TOU nointA, nou oto 810 PNvupa €iXe NpPo-
€160nomaoer 6T «oTI¢ OIKTATOPIKES KATAOTAOEIS (...) N Tpaywdia
MEPIYEVET avandTPENTN OTO TEAOG».

Dictatorship 1967-1974:
The violation of rights
and the anti-dictatorship struggle

On April 21, 1967, the colonels’ junta was violently imposed
on the country and remained in power through repressive
practices. The dictatorial regime blatantly trampled on the
individual and social rights of citizens and on the most im-
portant constitutional guarantees by imposing a "state of
siege", resorting to arbitrary arrests, persecutions and de-
portations, torture, surveillance, preventive and repressive
censorship and deprivation of political freedoms, slandering
the country internationally and cutting off its relations
with the Western world.

The Greek people experienced the imposition of the dicta-
torship as a harmful and painful anachronism. On March
28, 1969 Giorgos Seferis, the Greek nobelist, in a radio
message on BBC, spoke of "the cliff to which the oppression
that covered the country is leading us", emphasizing that
"this anomaly must stop. It is a national imperative".

Resistance and reaction groups were organized within the
country and abroad to inform international public opinion
and to gain international support for the anti-dictatorship
struggle-the European Parliament suspended the Associa-
tion Agreement with the European Economic Community
(EEC), condemning the oppressive nature of the regime,
while Greece was referred to the Strasbourg Court of
Human Rights (The Greek Case) for violation of the articles
of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR).

The Turkish invasion of Cyprus, for which the junta of colo-
nels bore primary responsibility, ultimately led to the col-
lapse of the dictatorship, while confirming the fear of the
poet who had warned in the same message that "in dicta-
torial situations (...) tragedy awaits inevitably at the end".
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1. Nodpyog lwdvvou

066¢ MNavermotnuiov 16/11/73,
wpa 6.30 .., 1973

Aad1 og hivo, 70 x 100 ek.

Apxeio - Xuhoyn MNopyou lwdavvou

Y1¢ 16 NoepBpiou 1973, n Luvtovioukn
Eritponn twv ®ortntiv avakoivwvel 0Toug
dnp0ooIoypAmOUC TO ENAVACTATIKO HAVIPEDTO NG
egéyepong:

«Apxiovra¢ noMTikG aywva ol polnTéS Kai ot
EXnvec epyalbuevot nou kAgiotnkav oto
ToAutexveio, &exabapidouv T1¢ BECEIC TOUC Kat
KaAouv tov EAAnvVikG Aad va ouoneipwOel yipw
TOUC, va aywVvIoTel Hadi Tous w¢ TV TEAIKI) VIKT).
OAot evwpévor otov aywva yia tm dnuokpartia Kat
v Bvikij avelaptnoia...».

16 NoepBpiou 1973: AkoUyovtal o1 np@Tol
nupoBoAiopoi oto MoAutexveio. H aotuvopia {nta
Tn ouvdpoun tou otpatol. Ta Tavkg Byaivouv
and ToUG OTPATWVEC.

1. Giorgos loannou

Panepistimiou Street, 16/11/73,
18:30, 1973

Qil on linen, 70 x 100 cm

Giorgos loannou Collection-Archive

On 16 November 1973, the Student
Coordinating Committee announced their
revolutionary manifesto to journalists:

"By initiating a political struggle, the students
and the Greek workers who took refuge in the
National Technical University clarify their
positions and call on the Greek People to rally
around them, to fight alongside them until final
victory. All united in the struggle for democracy
and national independence...".

16 November 1973: The first gunshots are
heard at the Athens Polytechneion. The police
request assistance from the army. Tanks roll
out from the barracks.
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4. Greek Committee against Dictatorship, Kivnon yia tmv
aneAeubépwon 6Awv TwV NOAITIKWOV KPATOUUEVWV 0NV
EAAdéa: Aaknpuén, Aeképppiog 1972

BiphioOnkn g Boulng, Mnevdkeiog BipAiobnkn,

Apxeio AvtibiktatopikoU Tunou

4. Greek Committee against Dictatorship, Movement for
the Liberation of All Political Prisoners in Greece:
Declaration, December 1972

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library,
Anti-Dictatorship Press Archive

5. AnAwoeig tou Anuntpiou I. Tlanaonupou, Tou teAeutaiou
npIv v eniBoAn g otpatiwtkng Siktatopiag Mpoédpou g
BouAng, oxetikd pe TOUG MONTIKOUG KPATOUUEVOUG Kal TNV
KaTanaton twv SiKawpudtwv, 16 Aekepppiou 1972
BiBAioOnkn g Boulng, Mnevdkeiog BiBAiobnkn,

Apxeio Bipyiviag Tooudepou

5. Statements by Dimitrios G. Papaspyrou, the last
President of the Parliament, before the imposition of the
military dictatorship, regarding political prisoners and the
violation of rights, December 16, 1972

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library,
Virginia Tsouderou Archive
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6. ®uA\Gd10 tou TIAK [1970], 19 oehideg

To MaveAnvio AneleuBepwtikd Kivnpa (MAK) 16pU6nke
otn LTokxOAUN otig 26 dePpouapiou 1968

ano tov Avdpéa Manavbpéou, Nou €ixe KatapuUyel ekel
Hetd w diakonn g KpdTnong tou and m xouvid

Kal v ékboon adelag 660U and t Xxwpa.

A = [P O O e F T O e L T TR Dol T S i G RN 1

=

i e O R T AT

PANHELLENIC
LIBERATION

Apxeia XUyxpovng Kovwvikng lotopiag (AZKI), Apxeio Baailn Maupibn . -
P P g g MOVEMEN'T

6. Pamphlet of PAK (Panhellenic Liberation Movement) [1970],
19 pages

The Panhellenic Liberation Movement (PAK) was founded

in Stockholm on February 26, 1968,

by Andreas Papandreou, who had taken refuge there, after his
detention by the junta and the issuance of a travel permit.

Contemporary Social History Archives (ASKI), Vasilis Mavridis Archive

IP.AK.) §

‘I LA COSTITUZIONE DELLA GIUNTA
£ LA ISTITUZIONALIZZAZIONE
DEL FASCISMD IN GRECIA.

RIFIUTALA DALLA TUA COSCIENZA POLITICA.

FI.HLLN
AFELLIHEIFH

I

7. Apioa Katd Tou «GUVTAYHATog» TNG XOUVTAG, X.X.
AXKI-EMIAN, XuA\oyn Mavvn Mavouldnoulou

7. Poster against the junta "constitution", n.d.
) ASKI-EMIAN, Yannis Gianoulopoulos Collection
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8. The Greek Observer: A monthly magazine on Greek Affairs,

™. 10/lavoudpiog 1970, Aovdivo, Meydin Bpetavia

To nep1odikd dpxioe va ekdidetal tov Mdptio tou 1969 and opdda EANAVwV
dnpoo1oypdpwVv Kal akadnudik@v nou eixav kataguyel oto Aovdivo, yia v
unootPIEn Tou avtdIKTAToPIKoU aymva oTo EWTEPTKO.

AZKI - BiBho6nkn

8. The Greek Observer: A Monthly Magazine on Greek Affairs,

no. 10/January 1970, London, United Kingdom

The Greek Observer launched in March 1969 by a group of Greek journalists
and academics who had taken refuge in London, aiming to support the anti-
dictatorship struggle from abroad.

. ASKI - Library
| 8 3-;" - e | FREE CGREEK. VOICES ;[E.;;E,{m
SR | 1 . . R I Y P SRR R —
The junta’s doomsday m Will Europetoet A uniaue Political Anthokiey
U.S. line? m No future for Constantine et et i
Torture never stops m The Colona LT T
diplomats m Papandreou’s message o e - i o

S — y
PR — e L L T T I

9. Free Greek Voices. A unique Political Anthology, compiled and edited by Helen Vlachos, Doric Publications Limited, 1971, 168 p.

‘Ex&oon pe Siapaptupieg ENAVoV NONTIKOV Kal Siavooupévav evavtiov g Aiktatopiag, o€ empéela g Ehévng BAdxou. To 1967 n Exévn BAdxou
SiEkowe v €kdoon Twv epnuepidwv H Kabnuepivr ka1 MeonupBpvi, kabwg Kai Tou nepiodikoU Eikdveg, avudpoviag otn otpatwtiki diktatopia. H
xouvta TG enéPale kat oikov nepiopiopd, alld n idia katdepe va diapuyel 010 EWTEPIKO Kal va eykataotadei oto Aovdivo, dnou napépeive kad' OAn tn
S1dpkela g Aiktatopiag. H KaBnuepivry enavakukho@dpnoe LETd TV anokatdotaon g Anpokpatiag, oug 15 XentepBpiou 1974,

BiBAioOnkn g Boulng, Mnevdkeiog BiBAodnkn, Apxeio Avuidiktatopikou Tumnou

9. Free Greek Voices: A Unique Political Anthology, compiled and edited by Helen Vlachos, Doric Publications Limited, 1971, 168 p.

Publication containing protests of Greek politicians and intellectuals against the Dictatorship, edited by Helen Vlachos. In 1967, Vlachos ceased the
publication of the newspapers I Kathimerini and Mesimvrini, as well as the magazine Eikones, in protest against the military dictatorship. The regime
imposed house arrest on her, but she managed to escape abroad and settled in London, where she remained throughout the Dictatorship.

| Kathimerini resumed publication after the restoration of democracy, on September 15, 1974.

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library, Anti-Dictatorship Press Archive
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10. Yuywotuna Kai Tithol EI6NoEWV and avianokpioelg Eévav péowv evnuépwong yia v kndeia Tou Mewpyiou TNanavdpéou otnv ABnva, MoU PETATPANNKE
0NV NPWTN PeydAn avuidiKTatopikn ekONAwonN, 6tav ekatoviddeg xINadeg AaoU katékluoav thv MntpdnoAn kai toug Spdpoug péxpl 10 A” Nekpotageio

ABnvav pwvadloviag ouvOnuata katd g xouvtag, 3 NoguBpiou 1968.
BiBAioOnkn tg Boukng, Mnevdkeiog BiBAioOnkn, Apxeio Avtidiktatopikou Tunou

10. Snapshots and news headlines from foreign media correspondents on the funeral of Georgios Papandreou in Athens, which turned into the first
major anti-dictatorship demonstration, when hundreds of thousands of people filled the Metropolitan Cathedral and the streets leading to the First

Cemetery of Athens, chanting slogans against the junta, November 3, 1968.
Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library, Anti-Dictatorship Press Archive
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11. Kd\eopa o€ ouyKEVTIPWON HE apopun T ouvdvinon oto Aovdivo Twv
Ynoupywv EEwtepik@v TV peA@V Tou XupBouliou g Eupmnng, 5 Maiou
1969

Tov ZentéuPpio tou 1967 n Aavia, n NopBnyia, n Zoundia kar n ONavdia
épepav v «EMNnvikn YnéBeon» (The Greek Case) otnv Eupwnaikn
Emitponn AvBpwnivav Aikaiwpdtwy Pe Ty katnyopia g napafiaong g
Eupwnaikng XUuBaong yia ta Aikaiopata tou AvBpmnou (EXAA) and tn
otpatiwTikn diktatopia. To kabeotwg otnv EANGOa aviédpaoe
anoxwpwvtag and 1o XupBouhio tng Eupwnng to 1969, npiv and tv
¢kdoon tng enionpung andeaong tou Xuppouliou o 1970, yia anonopnn
NG XWpag. H undbeon éueive wg pia anod Tig Mo YVwoTEG oTnv 10Topia Tng
YUpBaong kai anotéAeoe kKaBoploTikd PAdnpa yia TG NONTIKEG avBpwnivav
Sikaiwpdtwv oty Euponn.

BiBAi06nkn g Boulig, Mnevdkeiog BiBAiobnkn, Apxeio Avtidiktatopikou TUnou

11. Call for a Demonstration on the Occasion of the Meeting of the
Foreign Ministers of the Council of Europe Member States in London, 5
May 1969.

In September 1967, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and the Netherlands
brought the "Greek Case" before the European Commission of Human
Rights, accusing the military dictatorship of violating the European
Convention on Human Rights (ECHR). The Greek regime responded by
withdrawing from the Council of Europe in 1969, prior to the Council's
official 1970 decision to expel the country. The case remains one of the
most known in the history of the Convention and became a pivotal
lesson for human rights policies in Europe.

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library, Anti-Dictatorship Press Archive

12. Maptupia tou lwavvn AAeupd yia ta yeyovota
NG oUMNNYNG ToU T vUxta g 20ng npog tv
21n Anpihiou 1967

BiBA106nkn g BouAng, Mnevdkeiog BipAiobnkn,

Apxeio lodvvn A\eupd

12. Testimony of loannis Alevras on the events
of his arrest on the night of April 20/21, 1967

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library,
loannis Alevras Archive
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13. Anégaon twv unoupywv AikaiooUvng Kai
Anpooiag Tagewg yia Tov EKTOMIOUO MONTIKWV
NPOOWNWV L€ TNV Katnyopia tg diatdpaing
«ING A0PAAEiag Kal nouxiag g xwpag»,

28 OktwPBpiou 1969

BiBhioBnkn g Boulng, Mnevdkelog BiBAiobnkn,
Apxeio lodvvn Akeupd

13. Decision of the Ministers of Justice and
Public Order on the exile of political figures
accused of disturbing "the security and
tranquility of the country", October 28, 1969

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library,
loannis Alevras Archive

14. Xopniynon adeiag otnv MNMapaokeun Aeupd,
unovyeypaupévn and tov Xt. MNattako, yia va
ENIOKEPOET 0TIC PUAAKEG Tov lwdvvn Aleupd, 29
Anpikiou 1967

BiBAioBnkn tg Boulng, Mnevdkeiog BiBAioBnkn,
Apxeio lmdvvn Akeupd

14. Issuance of permit to Paraskevi Alevra,
signed by Stylianos Pattakos, in order to visit
loannis Alevras in prison, April 29, 1967
Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library,
loannis Alevras Archive
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24 louhiou 1974:
H Anokatdotaon tn¢ Anpokpatiag

H ouvexi{opevn avtiotaon tou EANANVIKoU Aaou, n anodokipa-
oia g &1EBvoUg KoIviAg yvwpng, n tpaywdia tng Kunpou kai
N anoTuxia NG YEVIKNC EMOTPATEVONG MOU N XOUVTA EIXE KN-
pugel ouig 20 louhiou odnynoav otnv Katdppeuon tou SIKTa-
TOpIKOU KaBeotwtog. 2ug 23 louhiou 1974 ano@aciotnke,
o€ OUOKEWN EKMPOOMNWV TOU MONTIKOU KOOUOU HE TOV TOTE
«qpbdedpo» Daidwva Mkigikn, n napadoon g €ouaiag kai n
petdPaon o€ nohitikn KuBépvnon. Ta Enpepwpata g 24ng
louhiou 1974 éptaoe oto agpodpopio tou EAAnvikoU o Kwv-
otavtivo¢ KapapavAng, pe 1o BBC va petadider 6t omv Abnva
EXEl OUYKEVTPWOEI TO PEYOAUTEPO MANBOG KOOUOU and tnv
enoxn tng Aneleubépwaong.

H KuBépvnon EBvikng Evotntag npoxwpnoe pe dueca kai
ano@aociotkd pPETpA OTNV ANOKATAoTaon ¢ dnuokpatiag
Kal Tnv anodounon Tou XouvtikoU ouoThuatog eouaiag, B¢-
Aovtag va dwoel 1o EekAbapo pnvupa TNG HEYAANg aANayng,
al\d xar va Bwpakioer 10 vEo dNUOKPATIKO KABEOTWE anod
moavoug KIvOUvoug. XTa NpwTa PETPA Nou ndpenkav ntav n
Katdpynon tou otpatonédou tng [UApoU Kal n enoTpoQn
TWV NMONTIK®OV KPATOUHEVWY, N AUVAOTEUON TWV MONTIKOV
adiknpdtwv, n anddoon g 10ayéveiag oe dooug v ixav
otepnBei pe npdgeig g xoUvTag.

To BepeNiddeg Beopikd Pripa Eyive pe v €kdooN NG NPWTNG
Yuvtakukng Mpdéng tnv 1n Auyouotou 1974 kar thv enava-
(opd o€ 10XU Tou Luvtaypatog Tou 1952, e e€aipeon g dia-
TG&E1C MOU agopouoav ™ Hop@n Tou NoNTeUPaAtog. AKOAOU-
Bnoav n anokatdotaon g Asitoupyiag g AikaiooUvng Kai
NG eAelBepng Asitoupyiag Twv Tlavemotnpiwy, n enavaiel-
Toupyia TV NONTIKOV Koppdtwv. 1diaitepa 1o v.6. 59,/1974
«[lepi OUOTAOEWS KAl ENAVAAEITOUPYIAG TwV MONTIKWV KO-
TWV» anokatéotnoe pia and ug Bepehindelg npolinobéoeig yia
TN AEIToupyia T KOIVOBOUAEUTIKNG dnpokpatiag kar €0eoe
TEPUA OTO NAPENBOV TNG EPPUNIAKNAG Kl LETEPPUNIAKNG EANG -
dag, vopiponoiwvtag ta noAukd kdppata mg ApioTepdc.

July 24, 1974:
The Restoration of Democracy

The continuing resistance of the Greek people, the con-
demnation of the dictatorship by the international public
opinion, the tragedy of Cyprus and the failure of the general
mobilization, that the junta had declared on July 20, led to
the collapse of the dictatorial regime. On July 23, 1974, it
was decided, at a meeting of representatives of the political
world with the then "president" Phaedon Gizikis, to hand
over power and to make a transition to a civilian govern-
ment. At dawn on July 24, 1974, Konstantinos Karamanlis
arrived at the Hellinikon Airport, with the BBC reporting
that the largest crowd since the World War 11 Liberation
had gathered in Athens.

The National Unity Government proceeded with immediate
and decisive measures to restore democracy and dismantle
the junta power system, wanting to give a clear message
of great change but also to shield the new democratic re-
gime from possible dangers. Among the first measures
taken, were the abolition of the Gyaros camp and the return
of political exiles, the amnesty for political offenses, the re-
storation of citizenship to those who had been deprived of
it by the actions of the junta. The fundamental institutional
step was taken with the issuance of the first Constitutional
Act on August 1, 1974 and the reinstatement of the 1952
Constitution, with the exception of the provisions concerning
the form of government. This was followed by the restora-
tion of the functioning of Justice, the academic freedom
and the resumption of political parties. In particular, the
Legislative Decree 59/1974 "On the establishment and re-
activation of political parties" restored one of the funda-
mental conditions for the function of parliamentary democ-
racy and put an end to the civil and post-civil war past, by
legitimizing the political parties of the Left in Greece.
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1. Tlavnyupiopoi atoug 6pduoug yia v anokatdotaon tng Anpokpartiag, 23-24 loudiou 1974
‘16pupa «Kwvotavtivog I'. Kapapaving»

Kat ritav oxeb6v anioteutn aut n &evuxtiopévn ABRva Lie Ti¢ pwtayies kat tov 06pupo avaotdowung vuxtag. M' 6Ao tov anokAgioud touAdxiotov 50.000
QUTOKWVITWV -Katd TouG UnoAoyiouous e Tpoxalag- éxAsioav teAeiwg m Aewpdpo BouAayuévng npoonabwvrag va nAnoidoouv 1o EAAnviké. M' 6An v
£vIaon Kai mv aywvia Twv TEAEUTaiwV NUEPYV, £vag 0AOKANPOG Aad¢ Ekave TN Vekpr NoAn vd {wvtavewn kai va Jjon atlylES nou TiC OVEIREUOTAV Xpovia...

Apxeio Kwvotavrtivou KapapavAr, T. 7: «[epiodog Aokipaciag 1963-1974», Exdoukn Abnvav, 1995, 0. 234

1. Celebrations in the streets for the restoration of Democracy, July 23-24, 1974
"Konstantinos G. Karamanlis" Foundation

And this sleepless Athens, with its illuminations and the noise of a resurrection night, was almost unbelievable. Despite the blockade of at least
50,000 cars-according to Traffic Police estimates-they completely closed Vouliagmenis Avenue trying to reach Hellinikon Airport. Amid all the
tension and anxiety of the past days, an entire people brought the dead city to life and lived moments they had dreamed of for years...

Konstantinos Karamanlis Archive, vol. 7: "Period of Trial 1963-1974", Ekdotiki Athinon, 1995, p. 234
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2. Xeipdypapo onpeiwpa and 1o ToAutexveio «EMEXE H XOYNTA», x.x.

AZKI, XuNoyn Xpnotou Mewpyiou

2. Handwritten note from the Athens Polytechneion "THE JUNTA HAS FALLEN", n.d.
ASKI, Christos Georgiou Collection
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3. Kdopog ouykevipavetal oto MoAutexveio t vixta g 23ng loukiou 1974
AZKI

3. People gathering at the Athens Polytechneion on the night of July 23, 1974
ASKI
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4, Inueiopa, Alyouotog 1974

Aaktuldypapo 510€NIB0 HE XPOVONOYIKN
KaTaypagn twv YEYovotwv nou odnynoav otnv
emotpopn tou Kwvotavtivou KapapavAn oty
EA\GOa.

Auepikavikn IxoAn KAaoikov Xnoudwv otnv ABnva,
Tunpa Apxeiwv, Apxeio Kwvotavtivou Todtoou

4. Note, August 1974

Two-page type-written chronological record
of the events that led to the return of
Konstantinos Karamanlis to Greece.

American School of Classical Studies in Athens,
Archives Department, Konstantinos Tsatsos Archive
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5. Ekeivn ™ Nuxta: 24 louliou 1974,
¢kdoon tou Mpagpeiou Mpoypappatiopol
¢ «Néag Anpokpatiag», X.x.

181wTIKA LUANOYN

5. That Night: 24 July 1974,
publication of the Planning Office
of "New Democracy", n.d.

Private Collection
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7. 0 Kovotavtivog Kapapaving anofipddetar oto
agpodpAdpIo Tou EAANVIKOU, MPAOTEG NPWIVEG WPES
24ng louhiou 1974

‘16pupa «Kwvotavtivog I'. Kapapaving»

7. Arrival of Konstantinos Karamanlis at the Hellinikon
Airport in the early morning hours of July 24, 1974

"Konstantinos G. Karamanlis" Foundation

To &ikd pag Zuvtaypa 1975 - 2025 87

6. Xeipoypapo onpeinpa tou Kovotavtivou
KapapavAn, ota eNAnvikd Kai YaANIKA, pe
€UXAPIOTNPIO PNVUA Npog tov Mpdedpo g
FaA\ikng Anpokpatiag Valery Giscard
d'Estaing, 23 louhiou 1974

0 Kwvotavtivog KapapavAng avax@pnoe and
10 aepodpdyio Le Bourget tou Tapioiol otig
22:00 (torikn wpa) Je agpooKAPOG NoU €ixe
B¢oer otn 61a0eon Tou 0 [GANog Tpdedpog.
Evd eykatéleme 1o yalikd €dapog, o K.
KapapavAng annubuve npog tov [GANo
TpdedPO TO OUYKEKPIUEVO PNMVUNA.

‘16pupa «Kwvotavtivog . Kapapaving»

6. Manuscript note by Konstantinos
Karamanlis, in Greek and French, containing
a message thanking the President of the
French Republic, Valéry Giscard d'Estaing,
July 23, 1974

Konstantinos Karamanlis departed from Le
Bourget Airport in Paris at 22:00 (local
time) on an aircraft placed at his disposal
by the French President. As he left French
territory, K. Karamanlis addressed this
specific message to the French President.

"Konstantinos G. Karamanlis" Foundation




88 A Constitution of our own

8. Opkwpooia tou Mpwbunoupyou Kwvotavtivou KapapavAn evaomiov Tou
Apxiemiokonou ABnvav Xepageiy, 24 louhiou 1974

BiBA106nkn g Boulng, KotvoBouleutikn Xulhoyn, @wt. Nt. Apyupdmnoulog

Qpa 4.15, o K. KapapavAig é5wae, 116Vog, TO VEVOUIOLEVO GPKO OE
NIAPAKEILEVO XWPO, OnoU ToV aVELEVE 0 Apxieniokonog ABnvav kat ndong
EAAdbog Zepaeiy, evd n Abnva auykAovi{otav, an' dkpou o’ dkpo, ano
uia pupiéatoun BpiapBikn Waxn yia mv kardAvon ¢ tupavviag.

Apxeio Kwvotavtivou KapapavAn, 1. 7: «[epiodog Aokipaciag 1963-1974»,
Exdoukn Abnvav, 1995, 0. 235

8. Swearing-in of Prime Minister Konstantinos Karamanlis before the
Archbishop of Athens Seraphim, July 24, 1974

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection, photo D. Argyropoulos

At 4:15, K. Karamanlis alone took the prescribed oath in an adjacent
area, where he was awaited by the Archbishop of Athens and All Greece,
Seraphim, while Athens was shaken from end to end by a countless-
voiced triumphant cheer for the overthrow of tyranny.

Konstantinos Karamanlis Archive, vol. 7: "Period of Trial 1963-1974", Ekdotiki
Athinon, 1995, p. 235

9. Opkwyoaia tou npwtou kAipakiou g Kupépvnong EOvikng Evotntag,
24 loukiou 1974

APXEIO EPT A.E., uhoyn Ap. Zappnk®ota

9. Swearing-in of the first tier of the National Unity Government,
July 24,1974

ERT S.A. Archive, Ar. Sarrikostas Collection

10. AkpiBég avtiypago tou MpwtokdMou Opkwpoaoiag twv perdv g Kupépvnong
EBvikng Evotntag, 24 loukiou 1974
‘16pupa «Kwvaotavtivog . Kapapaving», Apxeio Kwvotavtivou lMNanakwvotaviivou

10. Certified copy of the swearing-in Protocol of the National Unity o
Government members, July 24, 1974 S

"Konstantinos G. Karamanlis" Foundation, Konstantinos Papakonstantinou Archive
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11. Council of Ministers — Secretariat,
Constitution of Greece and
Constitutional Acts, published by the
National Printing Office, Athens, 1974

Hellenic Parliament Library,
Parliamentary Archives
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12. Avakoivwon tng Kevipikng Emtponng tou KKE (0.)

NoU XaIPETICEl TOV OXNUATIOUO NONITIKNG KUBEPVNONG

WG NPWTO ONUAVTIKO Pripia yia tTh SNPOKPATIKN anokatdotaon,
23 louhiou 1974

BiBA106nkn g BouAng, Mnevdkeiog BipAiobnkn,
Apxeio Bipyiviag Tooudepou

12. Announcement by the Central Committee

of the Communist Party of Greece (KKE, int.) welcoming
the formation of a political government as a first significant
step toward democratic restoration, July 23, 1974

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library,
Virginia Tsouderou Archive

13. Ynodoxn tou lwdvvn
Xapahaundénouhou Katd v d@iEn Tou
and v e€opia otn udpo,

25 louhiou 1974

APXEIO EPT A.E., ZuMovn Yidv Touhion

13. Reception of loannis
Charalambopoulos upon his arrival from
exile in Gyaros, July 25, 1974

ERT S.A. Archive, Poulidis Sons Collection
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14. Yuvtakukn Mpdén (1) «Mepi anokataotdoews g SNUOKPATIKAG
VOUIHOTNTOG Kal pubuicews Bepdtwv tou dnpoaciou Biou péxpr Tou
0p10TIKOU KaBopiopoU Tou NONITEUNATOS Kal TNG KATAPTIOEWS VEOU
Yuvtdypatog g Xwpag», OEK A" 213/1.8.1974

BiBAi0O1ikn tng Bouhng, KoivoBouheutikn Zuhhoyn

14. Constitutional Act (1) "On the restoration of democratic
legitimacy and the regulation of public life matters, until the definitive
determination of the government’s form and the drafting of a new
Constitution of the Country", Government Gazette A'213/1.8.1974

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection

15. TlIpa&n Ynoupyikou XupBouliou 135, «[lepi ouotdoewg TRIHEAOUG
€€ Ynoupywv Emitponng», ®EK A" 215/1.8.1974

Me tnv ékdoon NG NPWTNG CUVIAKTIKNG MPa&ng anokadiotatal

n SNUOKPATIKN VOUINOTNTA, N onoid ViVETal AUéowS ERQavng

otnv ékdoon tou OEK g id1ag npépag pe v andAeiyn tou oupfolou
NG OTPATIWTIKAG SIKTATOPIag.

BiBAioBrkn g Boulng, KoivoBouleutikn Xuhoyn

15. Act of the Council of Ministers 135, "On the establishment

of a three-member Committee of Ministers",

Government Gazette A' 215/1.8.1974

With the publication of the first constitutional act, democratic
legitimacy was restored, which immediately became evident in the
publication of the Government Gazette on the same day, through the
removal of the military dictatorship symbol.

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection
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16. An\woeig tou Kwvotavtivou Kapapavin
Fmg vy nownltyiy ; via 10 v.8. 59/1974 «Tlepi ouotdoswg Kai
€NAVAAEITOUPYIAg NONTIKOV KOUHUATWV», TO
0onoio Katapyouoe Tov avaykaotikd véuo 509,
Baoer tou onoiou o KKE fitav napdvopo anod
10 1947, 23 XenteyPpiou 1974.

Auepikavikn Xxoln Khaoik@v Znoudwv otnv ABnva,
Tunpa Apxeinv, Apxeio Kwvotavtivou Todtoou
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3 16. Statements by Konstantinos Karamanlis

i ,_,':”':_I - : on Legislative Decree 59,/1974 "On the

i Lo e it establishment and reactivation of political
parties", which repealed the mandatory Law
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sulrti 509, under which the Communist Party of
) _ ) Greece (KKE) had been illegal since 1947,
sls vive ol Trasims fla 1d atwemx clem Rt September 23, 1974
— American School of Classical Studies at Athens,
S el B0y @ ] Archives Department, Konstantinos Tsatsos Archive
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17 Noepppiou 1974
O1 npwteg ekAoyéG tng MetanoAiteuong

Yu¢ 17 NogpBpiou 1974 &ie€nxbnoav o1 npTeG EKAOYESG TNG
MetanoAiteuong, 10 xpdvia petd and T¢ TENEUTAiEC EKAOYEC
Tou OeBpouapiou Tou 1964. H opakn die€aywyn toug, o€
KANiJa eupopiag, anotehouoe KOpPIKG onpeio otn CUVONIKN
diadikaoia ¢ noAkng petdBaong otn dSnpokpatia, KABWS
01 NMONTEG oUpPETEiXaV Kal AN eEAeUBepa o€ ekhoyikn d1adi-
Kaoia, Eve n napouasia twv KOUPAtwv TN Apiotepdg, HEtd
and Oekaetieg e€opiag kar diwewv, anotehovoe vikn g on-
Hokpatiag Kai TG €BVIKNG OUP@INWONG.

H die€aywyn twv ekKAOYWV TV npépa tg NPWING ENETEiou
Tou ToAutexveiou AertoUpynoe o€ GUUBOAIKG eNiNedo EVWTIKA,
avayvwpidovtag Toug aynveg TG veolaiag tou MoAutexveiou,
Kal EPpatkd, SnA@vovtag v opIoTIKN PETABAon OTnv Kol-
VOPBOUAEUTIKN OPAAOTNTA KAl TOV TEPUATIONO HIA¢ HAKPAG Te-
p1650U NONTKNG avUAAiag.

O1 exhovég odnynoav otnv avadeiEn g E' AvaBewpntikng
BouAng twv ENAAvwv. H véa Bouhn ouvedpiaoe navnyupikd
ot 9 AekepBpiou 1974, énerta and T OKOTEIVA ENTAETIA, O
OUVYKIVNOIOKN atpéogaipd anotioviag @gopo TIPS 0ToV EAAN-
vikd Aad kai ta Bupata g diktatopiag. «H Anpokpatia emi-
1dooel OAeg 01 diepyaoieg va yivwvtal péoa o' auth v Q-
teivn aibouoa. [...] Ooo Aertoupyei €d® 10 KOUdOUVI TOU
MPOESPOU Kal 01 PNTopeg avepaivouv oto Phpa, onpaiver 6T
OA\a pnopouv va S10pBwBolv» (H Kabnuepivn, 8.12.1974).

Baoiko épyo ¢ véag Boulng, dnwg €ixe opiotei ot 2uvia-
kukn Tpdén g 4ng OktwPpiou 1974, Aitav n ekndvnon Kai
WYNEIoN TOU VEOU KataotatkoU xdptn g xwpag. O idiog o
Kwvotavtivog KapapavAng €ixe enipeivel 0Tov Xapaktnpiouo
NG véag BouAng wg «avaBewpnukng» Kal OX1 «CUVTAKTIKNG»,
€QPOOOV N HOPPN TOU NONITEUNATOG Ba NTav anotéAeopa eni-
AOYNG TOU EAANVIKOU AaoU € TO EMIKEIIEVO Snpoywn@iopa.

November 17, 1974:
The first elections of the Metapolitefsi

On November 17, 1974, the first elections of the Metapo-
litefsi were held, 10 years after the last elections of February
1964. Their smooth conduct, in a spirit of euphoria, was a
pivotal point in the overall process of the political transition
to democracy, as citizens once again freely participated in
the electoral process, while the presence of the Left parties,
after decades of exile and persecution, was a victory for
democracy and national reconciliation.

The elections were held on the day of the first anniversary
of the Athens Polytechnic uprising, thus functioning as a
symbol of unity, recognizing the struggles of the students’
revolt at Polytechneion, and declaring the definitive transi-
tion to parliamentary normality and the end of a long period
of political distortion.

The elections led to the emergence of the 5th Revisionary
Parliament. The new Parliament convened solemnly on De-
cember 9, 1974, after seven dark years, in an emotional
atmosphere, paying tribute to the Greek people and the
victims of the dictatorship. "Democracy demands that all
processes be carried out in this bright hall. [...] As long as
the president’'s bell rings here and the orators take the
stage, it means that everything can be amended" (/I Ka-
thimerini, 8.12.1974).

The main task of the new Parliament, as defined in the Con-
stitutional Act of October 4, 1974, was to draft and vote
the country's new constitutional chart. Konstantinos Kara-
manlis himself had insisted on characterizing the new Par-
liament as "revisionary" and not "constitutional", since the
form of the State would be the result of the Greek people’s
choice in the upcoming referendum.
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1. Opkwpooia

¢ E” AvaBewpntikng BouAng
OV MPOEKUYE and TIG EKAOYEG
¢ 17n¢ NoepBpiou 1974,

9 Aekepppiou 1974

APXEIO EPT A.E.,
Yuhoyn Ap. Zappnkmota

1. Swearing-in ceremony of
the 5th Revisionary Parliament
resulting from the elections of
17 November 1974,
December 9, 1974

ERT S.A. Archive,
Ar. Sarrikostas Collection
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4. TlpbéokAnon tou npoowpivou Tpoédpou tng Boung
Kwvotavtivou Todtoou yia v opkwuoaia g E
Avabewpnukng Boukng otig 9 AekepBpiou 1974,

2 NekepPBpiou 1974

Apepikavikn IxoM Khaoikmv Xnoudwv oty ABrva,
Tunua Apxeiwv, Apxeio Kovatavtivou Todtoou

4. Invitation by the provisional President

of the Parliament, Konstantinos Tsatsos,

for the swearing-in ceremony of the 5th Revisionary
Parliament on December 9, 1974,

December 2, 1974

American School of Classical Studies in Athens,
Archives Department, Konstantinos Tsatsos Archive
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5. «H peydAn pépa g
Anpoxpartiag»,

€. H Kabnuepwn,

8 Nekepppiou 1974

Apbpo tou A. Opaykid yia Tov
OUNBONIOHO TNG OPKWHOTTAG
¢ E” AvaBewpnukng BouAng.
BiBAioBnkn g Boung, BiBAioBnkn
6Ang, Zuhoyn Huepnaiou kai
TNepiodikou Tunou

5. "The Great Day of
Democracy", | Kathimerini
newspaper, December 8, 1974

Article by A. Fragkias on the
symbolism of the swearing-in
ceremony of the 5th
Revisionary Parliament.
Hellenic Parliament Library, City

Library, Daily and Periodical Press
Collection

*Orgv 8@ yrumron To WPt
xovbBouv, A owebpiaon, Tou Ba ao-
yran. Ba aronadora uwd Tyl
arhg Er. Ba rhvar i aémoudvn ou-
vebplagic» 'H mipa v yafua-
TOC, Of GITIC TOU TO EgEpav, T4
Spvma. A TooaBoln 99 Siowolow
oriv  agouwera Ol alioBorpnron
eyudQi s PaTaoav AEOTkG wal OTH
ouvribnon pac " Ac un Bewonoou-
ur &7 «ovouul T Tpwra SRuara
oTh mpoavhic Tne Anuospartiac.
Aiv ypruidalerar wa A uCToRUDW
hioTar TN I TiER YUUWOOTIEN
Tow wipoy Bnyatey H #AnvBepia
Fev mooixeTan =ora Booric. MNolko-
WEIiDO, 0 t'fl.n.'.lﬁﬂ'."'l.-p" T Ly ie=
gt ownwiytia =ai at v BioTn-
pngouvut ue arboouc.

"H Anuospotia émracon: &ag
ol Supyagitg va yiwavral wioa I
auUTn TV SWTEIvn aibouca
i wou avulaiver flw AW auThw
wxi wofopile: fuuroo /| AQueoa Tr
LA TN xweas, eivan UTowTo s

Aia. " Ooo Aritovpye: €60 1O wou-
Bouvwvi Tou mpod a1 ol DRToDEC
augbaivory ovo Ghua, onuoiw: &
T &hex umopouwv va b

L' aurn v aiBouvoa «ai fe' &
gov 70 Bnua Tnc xal & A&yoc Tow
el fhrw woi TOu-
Tilovrai o gwml;. "Efveg nai Aaés.
Kai & Aadc {nrag awd touc dvri-
wpoTwwows Tow va beifouy TRV pu-
MEIXT TEpnodveia, va un xarabe-
YTouY va TEgowy yaunia, v awop-

Gouwv wabe Tomovd xai olvehic.
H Bouln, i peyain aurtn saraxn-
on Tou swohitns wai A Bocealion
mec Aaivng Sovinorwe va yivn Ep-
vo. ‘O haog Ba av Siaguhaln eog
wopnv Gebaducwe, drra vAc (nva
va wpoararivon xai A Bia rov &«
auUTOV TAC. YIarTi ol amortuxnuivec,
A o waraTepis, Boukic edpvon vév
PO ITUD,

—rrr

by nalepma = T T

e 8 waiuh gt @
:HIIL drempre . & A

ey
by oo o w0




e TR

To &iké pag Zuvtaypa 1975 - 2025 I 99

6. TlpwtooéNido NG e@nuepidag Makedovia yia v
navnyupikn ouvedpiaon t¢ npwwg Boulng g
MetanoAiteuong, 10 AekepBpiou 1974

BiBAioBnkn g Bouhng, BiBAioBnkn ToAng,

YuMoyn Huepnaiou kai TMepiodikou Tunou

6. Front page of the Makedonia newspaper on the
ceremonial session of the first Parliament of the
Metapolitefsi, December 10, 1974

Hellenic Parliament Library, City Library,
Daily and Periodical Press Collection
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8. Nidpopa YnpodEATIa MONTIKOV KOPUATWV Yia TIG ekAovEG TG 17n¢ Noepppiou 1974
BipAioB1ikn tg Boulig, Mnevdkeiog BiBhioBrkn, Apxeio Avtdvn Xapapdkn

8. Various political party ballots for the elections of November 17, 1974
Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library, Antonis Samarakis Archive
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9. Exhovyiké BiBhidpio pe oppayideg via Tig
ekhoyéG ™G 17n¢ NogpPpiou 1974 xai tou
Anpoyngiopatog g 8ng Aekepppiou 1974
181wtk Luhoyn

9. Voter's booklet with stamps for the
elections of November 17, 1974 and the
Referendum of December 8, 1974

Private Collection

10. Xuywotuno and v doknon Tou EKAOYIKOU SIKAIMHATOG
BiphioOnkn g Boulng, KotvoBouleutikin BipAioOnkn, @wt. Nt. Apyupdnoulog

10. Snapshot of the exercise of voting right
Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection, photo D. Argyropoulos
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8 AekepBpiov 1974: To Anpoyngiopa
Kal n op1oTIKN puBuion tou
noAitelakou {nthpatog

H KuBépvnon EBvikng Evotntag, nodn pe m Zuviakukn Mpdén
¢ 1ng Auyouotou 1974, npoidéaoe tov eNAnvikd Aad 6T o
i610¢ Ba ano@doie yia v TENIKN Hop@n Tou NONTEUNATOC.

g 22 Noepppiou 1974, pia pépa petd v opKkwpooia g
NPWING EKAEYUEVNG PETANONTEUTIKAG KUBEPVNONG, EKOOONKE
10 n.5. 804/1974 nou 6p1, oto povo dpbpo tou, 6T otig 8
Aekepppiou Ba die€aydtav dSnpowniopda, HEow TOU OMoiou Ol
TMOAITeG Ba anogaivoviav «nepi TG Hop@PNG Tou ANOKPATIKOU
noAItevpatog TG Xwpag, ntor ¢ "Baoikevopévng Anpokpa-
Tiag" 1 g "ABaciheUtou Anpokpatiag”».

210 Snpoyn@iopa o Aadg ano@Aoios Unép g apaciAeutng
dnpokpatiag pe nocootd 69,18%. To anotéheopa éyive dektd
He navnyupiopoUgs Kail Sev ap@iopntOnke, pe Tov Kwvotavtivo
Kapapavin va dnA@vel, PETd TNV avakoivwon Tou, 0T «ETep-
HaTioBn OpIoTIKWE N EKKPEPOTNG TOU NMONITEIAKOU».

Ye Beopiko eninedo, To anotéheopa Tou dSnpoyn@iopatog TG
8n¢ Aekepppiou 1974 dvoite tov 6popo yia T diapdpewon
TOU VEOU 2UVTAYHATOG.

December 8, 1974: The Referendum
and the final settlement of the form
of the State

The National Unity Government, with the Constitutional Act
of August 1, 1974, predisposed the Greek people as to the
idea that they themselves would decide on the final form
of the State.

On November 22, 1974, one day after the swearing-in of
the first elected post-coup government, the Presidential
Decree 804/1974 was issued, stipulating, in its only Article,
that, on December 8, a referendum would be held through
which the citizens would decide on the form of the Demo-
cratic regime of the Country, namely the "Uncrowned" or
the "Crowned".

The constitutional referendum resulted in a 69.18% vote in
favor of the "Uncrowned" democracy. Its result was warmly
welcomed and was not disputed, with Konstantinos Kara-
manlis stating, after its announcement, that the impasse
over the form of the state has definitively ended.

At an institutional level, the result of the referendum of De-
cember 8, 1974, paved the way for the adoption of a new
Constitution.
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1. «To AB tou Anpoyngiopatog. Eva xpnoipo AAGABHTAPIO-OAHIOX yia thv
onpepIvi nuépa», €. H Kabnuepivn, 8 Aekeyppiou 1974
Apbpo tou K. Wakthpa via ta 10xUovta Katd m Sieaywyn tou Angoyn@iouatog.

BiBAioB1nkn g Boulng, BiBAioB1kn ToAng, LuAoyn Huepnaiou kai Tepiodikou TUnou

1. "The ABC of the Referendum. A Useful AB-Guide for Today", | Kathimerini
newspaper, December 8, 1974

Article by K. Psaltiras on the regulations/provisions in force during the conduct
of the Referendum.

Hellenic Parliament Library, City Library, Daily and Periodical Press Collection

2. Ta yneodé\tia Tou Anpoyngioparog yia v eniluon Tou NoNTeEIakoU {NTAPATOC
BiBAioB1nkn g Boulig, Mnevdkeiog BiBhioBnkn, Apxeio Avidvn Zapapdkn

2. Referendum ballots for resolving the form of government issue
Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library, Antonis Samarakis Archive
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3. Aidpopa autokOAnta unép tng ABaaileutng Anpokpatiag
BiBN06nkn tng BouAng, Mnevdkeiog BiBAiobnkn, Apxeio Avidvn Zapapdkn

3. Various stickers in support of the uncrowned Republic
Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library, Antonis Samarakis Archive

4. TlpoekAoyIKO KEVTIPO UnéP tnG Baoieuopévng OX , 0 K i

Anpoxkpartiag, 26 NogpuBpiou 1974 ITG
APXEIO EPT A.E., uhoyn Ap. Zappnkmaota SATIA 4

4. Election campaign office in favor of the Crowned o X , ,O x E

Republic, November 26, 1974

ERT S.A. Archive, Ar. Sarrikostas Collection BAT o
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5. «O Xdpng TG Anpokpatiag»,
€p. H Auyn,

10 Aekepppiou 1974

OhooéNido penoptdal ing
€QNUEPidAg yia Ta anoteAéopara
TOU Anpoyn@iouatog kai
OpiapBeuTikn ENIKPATNON TG
ABaoileutng Anpokpartiag pe
nooooto 69,18%.

BiBAioBnkn tg Boulng, BiBAioB1kn

MoéANng, Zuhoyn Huepnaoiou kai
Mep1odikou Tunou

5. "The Charter of Democracy",
I Avgi newspaper,

December 10, 1974

Full-page newspaper report on
the results of the Referendum
and the triumphant victory of

the Republic without a
Monarchy (Uncrowned Republic)
with a percentage of 69.18%.
Hellenic Parliament Library, City

Library, Daily and Periodical Press
Collection
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6. «[lg 10 “BactAelov tng EANGS0G" Ba yivn “EAAnvikn
Anpokpartia’>, ep. H Boaduvn, 13 Aekepppiou 1974
Penoptad tou B. MaykoupéAn yia tv avdykn aAkayng
TV oUPBOAwV o€ OAa ta dnudaia Eyypagpa

L€ TNV anokatdotaon tng Anpokpartiag.

BiBAi0Onkn g BouAng, BiBAioBnkn MoAng,

Yuhoyn Huepniaiou kai Mepiodikot Tumou

6. "How the ‘Kingdom of Greece' shall become the ‘Hellenic
Republic™, I Vradyni newspaper, December 13, 1974
Report by V. Pangourelis on the need to change the symbols
on all public documents with the restoration of Democracy.

Hellenic Parliament Library, City Library,
Daily and Periodical Press Collection
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7. «Alaywviopog pakéttag yia EBvoonpo», nep. Taxudpduog,

16 lavouapiou 1975
MpdokAnon tou nep1odiKoU o€ naveAAnvio diaywviopd yia To
véo eBvoonuo tng EAAnvikng Anpokpatiag

BiBAi0Onkn g Boulng, BiBAioBnkn MoAng,
Yuhoyn Huepniaiou kai Mepiodikot Tumou

7. "Design competition for the National Emblem",
Tachydromos magazine, January 16, 1975

The magazine's announcement of a nationwide competition
for the new national emblem of the Hellenic Republic.

Hellenic Parliament Library, City Library,
Daily and Periodical Press Collection

8. ApBpo oxeTKd e Ta VEa KépUata
Kal TNV Katdpynon KUKAOQopiag Twv
XOUVTIKOV Kal BACINIK@WV VOUIOUATWY,
€@. Ta Néa, 2 XentepPpiou 1977
BiBAioB1kn g Boulnig, BiBAioB1kn
T16Ang, ZuAoyn Huepnaiou kai
TNepiodikou Tunou

8. Article on the new coins and the
abolition of circulation of junta and
royal coins, Ta Nea newspaper,
September 2, 1977

Hellenic Parliament Library, City Library,
Daily and Periodical Press Collection
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9. «EINAI EPTO TOY AAQY», €. H Bpaduvrj, 10 Aekepppiou 1974
Mpwtooéhido g epnuepidag Ye KeVIPIKO ApBPo yia T0
anotéAeopa Tou AnpHoyn@iopatog Ka v eNKEPeVN UNopPoAn
oxediou Luvtdypatog.

BiBAioOnkn g BouAng, BifAioBnkn T16ANG,
Yuloyn Huepnaiou kai Mepiodikou Tunou

9. "IT IS THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE", | Vradyni newspaper,
December 10, 1974

Front page of the newspaper with a main article on the result
of the Referendum and the forthcoming submission of a draft
Constitution.

Hellenic Parliament Library, City Library,
Daily and Periodical Press Collection

10. TloAiteg d1apddouv ta npwtooéNda Twv epnuePidwV
Ta Néa xa1 H Bpabuvn e 10 anotéAeopa Tou
Anpoynoiopatog, 9 AekepuBpiou 1974

APXEIO EPT A.E., Zuh\oyn Ap. Zappnkmota

10. Citizens reading the front pages of the Ta Nea and
| Vradyni newspapers with the result of the
Referendum, December 9, 1974

ERT S.A. Archive, Ar. Sarrikostas Collection
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ENOTHTA B - TO 2YNTAIMA TOY 1975
KAI Ol LYNTAIMATIKEZ ANAGEQPHXEIT

SECTION B - THE CONSTITUTION OF 1975
AND THE CONSTITUTIONAL REVISIONS
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To Zivtaypa tou 1975 péoa and
nv KoivoPouleutikn Siadikaaia

To XUvtaypa tou 1975 €ivar npoidv ouciaoukng Kaunng tng
OUVIAYHATIKAG Kal MONTIKNG 10Topiag. Anotunwvel oty -
NN Tou Kavoveg nou pudpidouv TIG OXECEIC TWV MONIT®V HE-
TagU TOUG Kal TIG OXECEIG TOUG HE TO KPAtog. TlapdAAnAa, to
NEPIEXOUEVO TOU AMOTENET CUUNUKVWON TWV 10TOPTK®V, TIOAI-
TIKOV Kal KOIVWVIKOV OUVONKOV péoa otig onoieg diapop-
PwOnKe Kar e€eNiooetal.

Méoa and v korvoPouleutikn Siadikaoia kar v napou-
oiaon twv MPAKTIK®V TO KeiPEVO TOU LuvIAypatog avadel-
KVUETAl WG KApnog yOVIHOU Kar dnpioupyikoU SiaAdyou pe-
TaSU TWV KOPUATWV TOU OUVEICEPEPAV HE TIC YEVIKEG KAl
€101KEC €10NYNOEIC TOUG, TIC MPOTACEIC KAl TIC TPOMOAOYiES
nou katébeoav, otnv TeNKN S1apdp@®on Twv Apdpwv Tou.
[Mapd tnv anouoia Tng and v YhA@ion Tou XUVTAaypatog, n
ouPBOAA TNG avunoAiteuong unnp&e 1810itepa oNUAvVTIKNA otV
KATOXUPWON TWV ATOUIK®V dIKAIWUAT®Y, 0Tn BeopIKN dieU-
PUVON TOU KOIVWVIKOU KPATOUG Kal TwV ONHOKPATKWV AEl-
TOUPYI®V TOU NMONITEUNATOC.

To XUvtaypa tou 1975 anotelei, eniong, npoidv Tou MONTIKOU,
EMNIOTNHOVIKOU Kal KOIVwVIKOU S1aAdyou nou e€eAixOnke katd
v oudhtnon tou 1600 otnv Emtponn Avabewpnong, 600
kar otnv OAopéAela. And t Snpocionoinon Tou NPWTOU OXe-
diou Xuvtdypatog otg 23 Aekepppiou 1974, emotnpovikoi
Kl KOIVWVIKOI (POPEIC, 0PYAVWOEIG KAl OwHateia, aAAd Kai
1010TEC KatéBeoav enionpa TG anoOWeI§ Kal TIC NPOTACEIS
TOUG VIa TO V€O YUvTayua.

H «E1&1kn KorvoBouheutikn Emitponn AvaBewpnoswg tou Yu-
VIAypatog» ouykpotdnke and tov lpdedpo tng BouAng
Kwvotavtivo Tanakwvotaviivou oti¢ 2 lavouapiou 1975,
anotehoUpevn and 37 taktukd kar 19 avanknpwpatikd péAn,
Kat avaloyia g dUvapng v koppdtwv. H Emitponn e€éhee
ano ta pékn g wg Mpoedpo tov Kwvotavtivo Todtoo, Avti-
npo6edpo Tov BepiotokAn Kovitoa, Mevikd Mpappatéa tov An-

The 1975 Constitution through
the parliamentary process

The 1975 Constitution is the result of a significant turning
point in constitutional and political history. It reflects in
its development the rules that regulate the relationships
between citizens and their relations with the state. At the
same time, its content constitutes a condensation of the
historical, political, and social conditions in which it was
shaped and continues to evolve.

Through the parliamentary process and the presentation
of the Proceedings, the text of the Constitution emerges
as the outcome of a fruitful and creative dialogue between
the parties that contributed with their general and specific
proposals, the suggestions and amendments they sub-
mitted, to the final shaping of its articles. Despite its ab-
sence from the voting of the Constitution, the contribution
of the opposition was particularly significant in guaranteeing
individual rights, in the institutional expansion of the welfare
state, and in the democratic functions of the polity.

The Constitution of 1975 is also a product of the political,
scientific and social dialogue that took place during its dis-
cussion both in the Parliamentary Revision Committee and
in the Plenum. From the presentation of the first draft
Constitution on December 23, 1974, scientific and social
organizations, associations, and individuals officially sub-
mitted their opinions and proposals regarding the new Con-
stitution.

The "Special Parliamentary Committee for the Revision of
the Constitution" was established by the President of the
Parliament, Konstantinos Papakonstantinou, on January 2,
1975, consisting of 37 regular and 19 alternate members,
according to the proportion of the party strengths. The
Committee elected among its members Konstantinos Tsatsos
as President, Themistoklis Konitsas as Vice President, Di-
mitrios Chloros as Secretary General, Dimitrios Papaspyrou



112 I A Constitution of our own

untpio XAwpd, Mevikd Eionynth tng nkeloyngiag tov Anpntpio
[Nanaonupou kai ['evikd Eionyntn ¢ peioyngiag tov Anpn-
tp10 Todtoo. H Emitponn yia tv emtdxuvon tou €pyou NG
XWPIoTNKE 0€ U0 UNOEMITPONES, 01 OMOiEG CUVANDBAV OUVONIKA
oe 35 ouvedpidoeig (A" Ynoemtponn 19 ouvedpidoeig, B’
Ynoemtponn 16 ouvedpidoeig). H KuBépvnon, péow TtOoU
Ynoupyou Aikaioouvng Kovotavtivou Xte@avdkn, Katébeoe
otn Bouln, ot 7 lavouapiou 1975, 10 oxé610 ouvtdypatog
nou anotéAeoe tn Pdon twv oudnthoewv. H Ermitponn AvaBew-
pnong oAOKANPwOoe T0 €pyo TG 0¢ 25 ouvedpidoeig Kai
napédwoe 1o «Xx€d10v Luvtdypatog» otg 22 Maptiou.

H oughtnon otv Olopéleia tng Bouhng &ekivnoe otig 27
Maptiou 1975 kar ohokAnpwBnke oug 7 louviou 1975 pe
TNV YAQION TOU XUVIAYUATOG, aQIEPOVOVTIAC OUVOAIKA 32
ouvedpIAoEIC.

H unoypapn kar dnpoacieuon tou Xuvtdypatog otig 9 louviou
1975 eivail n tehikn npd&n g E' AvaBewpntikng Boukng kai
TO anoKopU@wUA NG UETdpaong otn Anpokparia.

as Majority Rapporteur and Dimitrios Tsatsos as Minority
Rapporteur. To accelerate its work, the Committee was
divided into two subcommittees, which completed their
work in 35 sessions (Subcommittee A 19 sessions, Sub-
committee B 16 sessions). The Government, through the
Minister of Justice Konstantinos Stefanakis, submitted to
Parliament on January 7, 1975, the draft Constitution that
formed the basis of the discussions. The Revision Commit-
tee completed its work in 25 sessions and delivered the
"Draft Constitution" on March 22.

The debate in the Plenary Assembly began on March 27,
1975, and concluded on June 7, 1975, with the adoption
of the Constitution, dedicating a total of 32 sessions.

The signing and publication of the Constitution on June 9,
1975, is the final act of the 5th Revisionary Parliament
and the culmination of the transition to Democracy.



1. Ta oxédia Xuvtdypatog
Nnou Katatédnkav otg 23
AekepBpiou 1974 kai

7 lavouapiou 1975

BiBAioBnkn tng Boung,
KoivoBouleutikd Apxeia

1. The constitutional
drafts submitted on
December 23, 1974 and
January 7, 1975

Hellenic Parliament Library,
Parliamentary Archives

2. Eiofiynon tou MpwOunoupyot Kwvotaviivou KapapavAn npog 1o
Ynoupyik6 ZupBouUNIo yia T0 0x€S10 TOU VEOU LUVTAYuAToG,

23 AekepBpiou 1974
‘16pupa «Kwvotavtivog . Kapapaving»

2. Prime Minister Konstantinos Karamanlis' Presentation to the
Council of Ministers of the draft Constitution,
December 23, 1974

"Konstantinos G. Karamanlis" Foundation
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4. Draft Constitution submitted to Parliament by the
Greek Government, January 1975

Metappaon ota ayyAikda tou oxediou Zuvidypatog and
n levikn Mpappateia TUnou kar TIANPOQOPIMV.

Auepikavikn Xxo Khaoikov Inoudmv otnv ABrva,
Tunpa Apxeinv, Apxeio Kwvotavtivou Todtoou

4. Draft Constitution submitted to the Parliament by
the Greek Government, January 1975

English Translation of the draft Constitution by the
General Secretariat of Press and Information.

American School of Classical Studies in Athens,
Archives Department, Konstantinos Tsatsos Archive

5. An\won Ttou Mpwbunoupyol Kwvotavtivou Kapapavin yia ty
TENIKN diapopwon tou oxediou Xuvtaypatog, 7 lavouapiou 1975

‘16pupa «Kwvotavtivog . Kapapaving»

Wi il vemm il g e
We lrweieiin, LG g T8 A,
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5. Statement by Prime Minister Konstantinos Karamanlis on the
final formulation of the draft Constitution, January 7, 1975

"Konstantinos G. Karamanlis" Foundation
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6. Avrioxédlov Zuvidyparog nou
unoPAnBnke otn Boukn and v
EAA xa1 1o KKE (€0.),

21 lavouapiou 1975

BiBAi06nkn g Boulnig,
KoivoBouleutikin Zuh\oyn

6. Counter-draft Constitution
submitted to the Parliament by
the United Democratic Left (EDA)
and the Communist Party of

ENTIZN) vy

SETETE FRETH

L' Exankernusl hayvocaide boscTmi el wel Bemdives P = Greece (KKE, int.),
[T 7 T T S e P N ey January 21, 1975
A, =F EEER
Hellenic Parliament Library,
rPr—— Parliamentary Collection
a § o=
o R b b Wil S . 7. Avtioxédiov eni tou

KuBepvntikou 2xebiou tou
Juvtdyuarog nou unoBANBNKe
and 1o KKE (e€wtepikov),

22 lavouapiou 1975

BiBAioB1nkn g Boulng,
KoivoBouleutikin Zuh\oyn
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7. Counter-draft on the
Government Draft Constitution
submitted by the Communist
Party of Greece (KKE, abr.),
January 22, 1975

Hellenic Parliament Library,
Parliamentary Collection

W AFENTE TRE MR

8. Avnioxébiov E.K.N.A. eni tou Zxediou Zuvidyuatog ¢ Zuviayuatknig
Emmponiic (apbpa 1, 28, 29)

BiBA06nkn ¢ BouAng, KotvoBouleutika Apxeia

8. Counter-draft by the Center Union-New Forces (EK-ND) on the Draft
Constitution of the Constitutional Committee (Articles 1, 28, 29)

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Archives

AXTIZXEMON
T 7O R DPPNITTIRGA. KAl
T BT

9. Avrioxédiov eni tou KuBepvntikou Zxediou tou Zuvidyparog nou unopAndnke ané to MAXOK,
22 lavouapiou 1975

BiBAioOnkn g Boukng, KoivoBouleutikn Zuhhoyn

9. Counter-draft on the Government Draft Constitution submitted by Panhellenic Socialist
Movement (PASOK), January 22, 1975

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection




116 A Constitution of our own

10. llpaktikd Twv ouvedpldocwV TwV YNoEMIponwyv me
eni tou Zuvtdyuarog 1975 KowoBouleutikric Enttponiig.
Tpoedpia A Ynoemtponng ABavaaiou Znup.
Takhiadoupou - B” Ynoenitponng ABavaciou Euayy. Mixa,
Abnvai, louhiog 1975

BiBAioBnkn tg Bouhng, KoivoBouleutikd Apxeia

10. Minutes of the Subcommittee sessions of the 1975
Parliamentary Committee on the Constitution.
Chairmanship of 1st Subcommittee: Athanasios Spyr.
Taliadouros - 2nd Subcommittee: Athanasios Evag.
Michas, Athens, July 1975

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Archives

11. Enionua Eotevoypagnuéva lMpaxtikd ¢ OAopéAciag
¢ Emtponri¢ tou Zuvidyuarog 1975, ABrval, 1975

BiBAioOnkn g Boulng, KoivoBouleutika Apxeia

11. Official Stenographic Minutes of the Plenary of the
1975 Constitutional Committee, Athens, 1975

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Archives
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12. Jxébov Zuvidyuarog wg Siguoppwbn uno g OAouereiag
¢ Emmponri¢ Zuvidyparog. 1. Mopen nohiteUpatog (dpbpa 1,
28, 29) - 2. Tepi BouAng (GpBpa 50-80) — 3. Tepi
KuBepvnoewg (dpbpa 81-86), Mdptiog 1975

BiBAi06nkn g BouAng, KoivoBouleutika Apxeia

12. Draft Constitution as formulated by the Plenary of the
Constitutional Committee. 1. Form of the Government
(Articles 1, 28, 29) - 2. Parliament (Articles 50-80) -

3. Government (Articles 81-86), March 1975

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Archives

13. Xxébiov Juvrdyuarog w¢ Siepoppwdn und e OAoueleiag
¢ Emponn¢ Juvidyuarog. 1. ATopikd Kal KOIVwVIKA
Sikaiopata (apbpa 2-27) - 2. MNpdedpog tng Anpokpatiag
(dpBpa 30-50) - 3. Aikaouikn E€ouaia (dpbpa 87-100) -

4. Noiknoig (apBpa 101-107) - 5. Tehikai ka1 petapatikai
diatageis (dpbpa 108-112), Mdaptiog 1975

BiBAi06nkn g BouAng, KoivoBouleutika Apxeia

13. Draft Constitution as formulated by the Plenary of the
Constitutional Committee. 1. Individual & Social Rights
(Articles 2-27) - 2. President of the Republic (Articles 30—
50) - 3. Judiciary (Articles 87-100) - 4. Administration
(Articles 101-107) - 5. Final & Transitional Provisions
(Articles 108-112), March 1975

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Archives
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14. Juvrayua 1975: Adraéic kat' dpBpov enionpuwv
oxebiwv - TponoAoyiwv YneloBeviog TEAIKoU KEILEVOU,
BOTAH TON EAAHNON Abnvai, Ek tou EBvikou Tunoypacgeiou, 1976
ANABRAFNTIER
BiBA06nkn g BouAng, KovoBouleutika Apxeia

14. Constitution 1975: Article-by-Article arrangement
of official drafts - amendments of the final adopted text,
Athens, National Printing Office, 1976

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Archives

15. Zxédov Juvrdyuarog

~er ol (w¢ Sienoppw8n uné me Boulric
ESETANTr TET, GASLESGTANTIE ZYNTATMATOE katd mv kat' dpBpov ouditno),
R B Abnvai, Mdiog 1975

BiBA106nKn TG Boulng,
KoivoBoukeutikd Apxeia

15. Draft Constitution (as formulated
by the Parliament during the Article-
A by-Article Discussion),
25 - Athens, May 1975
Hellenic Parliament Library,
Parliamentary Archives

ADENAL IIR

16. Anuntpiou I'. Manaonupou, Eionynoic eni tou
oxediou Zuvidyuarog 1975, AGnval, 1976

EIENFHELE BiBAioB1kn g Boulig, KoivoBouleutika Apxeia
PR TOry ENANE ITNTASSATOE

16. Dimitrios G. Papaspyrou, Report on the Draft PR TINA
Constitution 1975, Athens, 1976 T IYREAMMIEDM THE BCRAMT
S B Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Archives EN TDN ITONTHIEDN
— e — T IrH IR AL TS
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17. TNpaktikd twv ouvedpidoewv ¢ BouAic eni
Twv ou(ntoewv tou Juvidyuatrog 1975,
Abnvai, Ex Tou EOvikoU Tunoypageiou, 1975

BipA06nkn g BouAng, KotvoBouleutikn XuAhoyn

17. Proceedings of the Parliament sessions on the
Discussions of the 1975 Constitution,
Athens, National Printing Office, 1975

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection
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26. Juvrayua yia pia EAAG6a Anuokpartikr. Eionynoegig
¢ ouddag Emotnuévwv tou NMAXOK, Kédpog, 1975

BiBAioBnkn tng Boukng, KoivoBouleutikn Zuhhoyn

26. Constitution for a Democratic Greece.
Contributions of the PASOK Scientists’ Group,
Kedros, 1975

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection

27. Emotohn g Evwong Aukeiapxdv Bopeiou ENAadog
via 10 dpBpo 16 tou oxediou Tuvidypatog Kai tv
101wTIKN eknaideuon, 17 ®ePpouapiou 1975

BipAiobnkn tng Boukng, Mnevdkeiog BiBAioBnkn,
Apxeio Bipyiviag Tooudepou

27. Letter of the Union of Lyceum Principals of
Northern Greece on Article 16 of the Draft Constitution
and private education, February 17, 1975

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library,
Virginia Tsouderou Archive

ZYNTATMA
PFIA MIA EAALAAA
AHMURKPATIE N

28. Tlapatnpnoelg twv Xuvepyalddpevwv Muvaikeiov
Ywpateinv yia 1o dpbpo 3 nap. 2 tou oxediou Luvidypatog
katd m oudhtnon tou othv OAopéAela, X.x.

BiBA106nkn g BouAng, Mnevdkeiog BipAiobnkn,

Apxeio Bipyiviag Tooudepol

28. Observations of the Cooperating Women's Associations
on Article 3 (2) of the Draft Constitution during its debate in
the Plenum, n.d.

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library,

Virginia Tsouderou Archive

29. Jlpotdoeig 61d TNV oUPMANPWOIV d1aTAgewV TOU
Yuvtdypatog», Xuvepyaldueva Muvaikeia Xwopateia,
18 lavouapiou 1975

BiBA106nkn g BouAng, Mnevdkeiog BipAioBnkn,

Apxeio Bipyiviag Tooudepou

29. "Proposals for the supplementation of provisions of the
Constitution", Cooperating Women's Associations,
January 18, 1975

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library,
Virginia Tsouderou Archive
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30. Juvrayua e EAAdSog 1975
BiBAioB1ikn tg Boulig, KoivoBouheutikn Zuh\oyn

30. Constitution of Greece 1975
Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection
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31. Tlpooéheuon Tou npoowpivou Mpoédpou tng Anpokpatiag
Mixan Ztaoivénouhou otnv «AiBouca Tponaiwv» (onuepivn
AiBouoa «EAeuBépiog Bevidghog») Tou Meydpou tg Bouhng
Katd v enfonun TEAETA unoypaeng Tou VEoU XUVIAyHatog,

9 louviou 1975

APXEIO EPT A.E., Zuh\oyn Ap. Zappnkmota

31. Arrival of the interim President of the Republic
Michael Stassinopoulos at the "Trophies Hall"
(current "Eleftherios Venizelos" Hall) of the Hellenic
Parliament during the official signing ceremony

of the new Constitution, June 9, 1975

ERT S.A. Archive, Ar. Sarrikostas Collection

32. Bouleutég otnv «AiBouca Tponaiwv»
Tou Meydpou g Bouhng katd tnv enionun
TEAETA UNOYPAPNG TOU VEOU LUVTAYHATOG,
9 louviou 1975,
PwT. Apoi AvayvwoTtonouAol
BiBA106nKN TG Boulng,
KoivoBouleutikn Zul\oyn

32. Members of Parliament in the
"Trophies Hall" of the Hellenic Parliament
during the official signing ceremony of
the new Constitution, June 9, 1975,
photo Anagnostopouloi Bros

Hellenic Parliament Library,
Parliamentary Collection

33. Tpoypappa TG TEAETAG UNOYPAPNG TOU VEOU YUVIAYHATOG OTNV
«AiBouoa Tponaiwv» Tou Meydpou g Bounig, 9 louviou 1975

BiphioOnkn g Boulng, KotvoBouleutikin Luloyn

wamm (R R Ty

33. Program of the signing ceremony of the new Constitution in the
"Trophies Hall" of the Hellenic Parliament, June 9, 1975

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection
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36. To enionpo UNoyeypappévo
KEIPEVO TOU Zuvidypuatog

¢ EAAdSo¢ tou 1975

BiBAioOnikn tng Boukng, KoivoBouleutikn
YUuh\oyn

36. The official signed text of the
Constitution of Greece 1975

Hellenic Parliament Library,
Parliamentary Collection
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34. Ynoypapn tou Xuvtdypatog ano tov Mpwbunoupyd
Kwvotavtivo KapapavAn, 9 louviou 1975

APXEIO EPT A.E., ZuN\oyn Ap. Zappnkmota
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34. Signing of the Constitution by Prime Minister
Konstantinos Karamanlis, June 9, 1975

ERT S.A. Archive, Ar. Sarrikostas Collection

35. Ynoypagn tou Luvidypatog and tov npoowpivo
Mpdedpo ¢ Anpokpatiag Mixanh Ztaoivénouho,
9 louviou 1975

APXEIO EPT A.E., Zuh\oyn Ap. Zappnkmota

35. Signing of the Constitution by the interim
President of the Republic Michael Stassinopoulos,
June 9, 1975

ERT S.A. Archive, Ar. Sarrikostas Collection
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37. Tapddoon tou véou XUVTYHATOg OTOUG Reus
avtanokpItég Tunou ano tov Mpdedpo g BouAng
Kwvotavtivo Manakwvotavtivou, 19 Nogpppiou
1975, pwt. Apoi Avayvwotonoulol

, , , , on
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BiBhioOnkn g Boulng, KoivoBouleutika Apxeia e

38. The Constitution of 1975 in English and French
Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Archives



O1 avaBewpnoei¢ Tou Luvtaypatog

H avaBewpnukn diadikaoia (npdtaon, ouditnon, Yneion twv
avaBewpntéwv O1ataSewv) anotelei pia and TG KOPuQaieg
Aertoupyieg ¢ BouAng kar yia tov Aoyo autd anarteital n
ouppetoxn kar n ouunpaén duo diadoxikwv Boulwv. H &ia-
dikaoia tng avabenpnong npoPAénetal pntd oto dpbpo 110
TOU 2UVTdypatog. XUp@wva Pe autd, Oev emtpénetal avabewm-
pNonN ToU XuvIdypatog npiv v ndpodo neviaetiag and v
nepdTwon g nponyoupevng. H avabempnon e Bdon 1o dp-
Bpo 110 éxe1 diadikaoTika Kal ouolaotika opia. H avabew-
pnuKkn appodidtnta avikel yévo otn Bouhn kai o1 avabew-
pnuéveg Siatdeig nou tiBevtal o€ 10XU PE YNPIOUA NG
BouAng, dnpoaietovtar pe npdén tou TNpoédpou ¢ BouAng.

Ta ouolaoukd 6pia tng avabewpntikng diadikaoiag ouviota-
vtal otn Siapdpewon evog okAnpou nupnva diatdewv nou
dev undkevtal o avabepnon Kal OTov Onoio eviaooovial
o1 61ataeic nou kabopidouv tn BAon Kai Th HOPPN TOU MOAI-
TeUpatoC we Mpoedpeuopévng Koivopouleutikng Anpokpariag,
Kabwg kai o1 diatdéeig twv dpbpwv 2, nap. 1 (oefaopds kai
npootaocia g agiag Tou avBpwnou), 4, nap. 1 (apxn tng 106-
mtag), 4, nap. 4 (pdvo EAMNveG NONITES eival HeKTOi 0€ ONEG
TIC dnpOOIEC AEITOUPYiES EKTOC ano TIG €aIPETEIC TOU €10AY0-
viail pe €181KkoU¢ vOpoug M.X. yid Toug Eupwnaioug noAiteg), 4,
nap. 7 (anaydpguon anovopng Kai avayvmpiong TITAWV euye-
veiag n diakpioewv oe EAMNveG NoAiteg), 5, nap. 1 (ehelBepn
avantuén tng npoownikdmtag), 5, nap. 3 (MPOCWNIKN EAEU-
Bepia), 13, nap. 1 (Bpnokeutikn eheubepia) kar 26 (Siakpion
TWV €E0UOINV).

To XUvtaypa tou 1975 éxer avaBewpnOei 1€00€pIC POPEC:
1986, 2001, 2008 ka1 2019.

Tov Mdptio tou 1986 n XT" AvaBewpnukn BouAn tpononoi-
noe évieka apBpa tou Xuvtdypatog o€ pia pHovoBepatikn
avaBepnon pe Hovadikd AVUKEIUEVO TOV TMEPIOPIOUS TWV
appodiottwv tou TNpoédpou g Anpokpatiag. Me to B” Wn-
P101a,/6.3.1986 10 Keipevo TOU LUVTAYHATOG HETAPEPONKE
otn SnUOTIKN YAWOoa.

The revisions of the Constitution

The constitutional revision process (proposal, discussion,
voting on the provisions to be revised) constitutes one of
the highest functions of the Parliament, and for this reason,
the participation and collaboration of two successive Par-
liaments are required. The process is clearly stipulated in
Article 110 of the Constitution. According to this article,
revision of the Constitution is not permitted before the
lapse of five years from the completion of a previous revi-
sion. The revision process under Article 110 has procedural
and substantive limits. The power to revise belongs solely
to the Parliament, and the revised provisions, which take
effect through a parliamentary resolution, are published
by an act of the President of the Parliament.

The substantive limits of the revision process consist of
establishing a hard core of articles that cannot be revised,
such as Article 1 (the basis and form of the State as a Par-
liamentary Republic), as well as the provisions of Articles
2, par. 1 (respect and protection of human dignity), 4, par. 1
(principle of equality), 4, par. 4 (only Greek citizens are ad-
mitted to all public services except as otherwise provided
by special laws e.g., for European citizens), 4, par. 7 (pro-
hibition of granting and recognizing titles of nobility or dis-
tinctions to Greek citizens), 5, par. 1 (free development of
personality), 5, par. 3 (personal freedom), 13, par. 1 (free-
dom of religion) and 26 (separation of powers).

The Constitution of 1975 has been revised four times:
1986, 2001, 2008 and 2019.

In March 1986, the 6th Revisionary Parliament revised eleven
articles of the Constitution in a single-subject revision fo-
cusing solely on limiting the powers of the President of the
Republic. With Resolution B/6.3.1986, the text of the Con-
stitution was transferred into the demotic language.

The 2001 revision was the most extensive and substantive,
as a total of 79 articles were amended. On April 17, 2001,
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H avaBempnon tou 2001 unnpée n ektevETTEPN KAl OUCIACTI-
KOTEPN, KABWG avabewpndnkav 79 dpbpa. Xuig 17 Anpidiou
2001 t¢6nke o€ 10XU T0 avabewpnuévo ENNVIKO LUVIayHa,
S1eupuivovtag Tov Katdhoyo Twv AtopIKOV SIKAIWUATwY Kal
€10ayoVvTag ta AeyOeva «Tpitng yeviag» Sikaiopata. To ava-
Bewpnpévo Xuvtaypa tou 2001 katoxUpwoe 10 dikainua
otnv NAnpo@dPNoN Kai T ouppetoxn otnv Koivwvia g Min-
popopiag, TNV NPOoTACia TwWV NPOCWIIKWV Oed0oUEVWY, TO
SiKaiwpa otnv npootacia NG YEVETKNG tautdtntag, to O1-
Kaioya twv atdpwv PE avannpia otnv autovopia kar otn
OUPPETOXN TOUG OTNV KOIVWVIKNA, OTKOVOUIKN Kal NONITIKN {wn,
N pntn NPOBAEYN NG €UXEPEIAG TOU KOIVOU VOHOBETN va
AapBaver BeTikd PETPa UNEP TWV YUVAIKOV AAAG Kal unép dA-
AV opddwV NPoo®NWY nou tehoUv unod Npaypatikd dvioeg
OUVONKeS, MPoKeIEVOU va O1a0@ANIoTEl N PAPUOYN OTNV
npdén g apxng g 100TNTAG, VM KATOXUPpWOE PNtd TNV
apxn Tou KOIVWVIKOU kpdtoug dikaiou. EminAéov, elonyaye
véeg 010TdceIg yia ™ diagdavela otn ASIToupyia Twv HECWV
Hadkng eEvNUEPWONG Kal NPOXWPNOE OTN OUVIAYUATIKN KATO-
xUpWon NG apxng TG avaloyikOTNTAG Kail TG KABeTNG 10xU0G
WV avOpwnivov SIKAIWPATWV.

H endpevn ouvtaypatkn avadenpnon tou 2008 fitav nepio-
pIoPéVNG €KTaong kal odnynoe otnv TPOnonoinon Ipi®v ou-
VIaYHaTK®V d1atd€ewv, e Kupldtepn and autég Tnv Katap-
YNon tou anoAuTou enayyeAUatikol acuppiBActou twv
Boukeutwv nou eixe Beomiotei 10 2001.

Katd tnv teleutaia avabewpnon tou 2019, evvéa diatdceig
TOU Yuvtdypatog avabewpndnkav pe PACIKATEPES TNV AMO-
ouvdeon g ekhoyng tou Mpogdpou g Anpokpartiag anod
n didhuon TN BouAng, Tov nepiopiond T BOUAEUTIKNG AoU-
ANag kar v katdpynon t¢ oUVIOPNG napaypapng Twv
UNOUPYIKOV adIKnpdtwy.

the revised Greek Constitution came into force, expanding
the list of individual rights by introducing the so-called
"third-generation" rights. The revised Constitution of 2001
secured the right to information and participation in the
Information Society, the protection of personal data, the
right to protection of genetic identity, the right of persons
with disabilities to autonomy and participation in social,
economic, and political life, the explicit provision of the
legislature's ability to take positive measures in favor of
women and other groups of people, who are in genuinely
unequal conditions, in order to ensure the practical imple-
mentation of the principle of equality, while explicitly en-
shrining the principle of the social rule of law. Furthermore,
it introduced new provisions for transparency in the operation
of mass media and proceeded with the constitutional en-
shrinement of the principle of proportionality and the ver-
tical effect of human rights.

The next constitutional revision in 2008 was limited in
scope and led to the revision of three constitutional pro-
visions, the most significant of which was the abolition of
the absolute professional incompatibility of members of
Parliament that had been established in 2001.

During the last revision in 2019, nine provisions of the
Constitution were revised, with the most important being
the decoupling of the election of the President of the Re-
public from the dissolution of Parliament, the limitation of
parliamentary immunity, and the abolition of the short
statute of limitations for ministerial offenses.
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1. Wngiopa A’, <Wngion, dnuocieuon kai B€on o€ 10U Twv
avabewpnuévav dlatdéewy Tou Xuvidyuatog», andonacua and ta enionua
Mpaktukd g ouvedpiaong g OAopéleiag g BouAng, 6 Maptiou 1986

BiBAi06nkn g Boulng, KoivoBouleutikin Luhhoyn

1. Resolution A, "Approval, publication, and entry into force of the
revised provisions of the Constitution," extract from the official Minutes
of the Plenary Session of the Hellenic Parliament, March 6, 1986

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection

2. Juvrayua e EAXdSog 1975,/1986
Aeppatddeto avtituno Tou Xuvidypatog

BiBAi06nkn g Boulng, KotvoBouleutikin Luhoyn

2. Constitution of Greece 1975/1986
Leather-bound copy of the Constitution

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection
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3. To Zuvrayua m¢ EAAGSag. Metapopd otn dnuotiki yAdooa,
B’ Wnpiopa g 6 Maptiou 1986 tg XT° AvaBewpntikig
Bouhng twv EAAvev

BipAioOnkn g Boulng, KotvoBouleutikin Luhhoyn

3. The Constitution of Greece, Transferred into the demotic
language, Resolution B of March 6, 1986 by the 6th

Revisionary Hellenic Parliament Tﬂ Eﬁ Vi El.lu Cng El hﬂﬁ-ﬂf

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection
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4. Andgaon tou Tpoédpou tng Boukng lwdvvn ANeupd yia T ouykpoTnon
E161kng 30peholg KovoBouleuTtikng Emitponng pe €pyo th PETAQ@opd Tou
KEPEVOU TOU LUVIdypatog otn dnpotikn yAwooa, 14 lavouapiou 1986

BiBAioBnkn tng BouAng, KoivoBouleutika Apxeia

4. Decision of the President of the Hellenic Parliament, loannis Alevras, on
the establishment of a special 30-Member Parliamentary Committee for
transferring the Constitution into the demotic language, January 14, 1986

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Archives
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5. lpaktikd twv Zuvedpidocwv kai ExkBeon g
Ermitponni¢ AvaBewpnong tou Juvidyuarog,
TNpoedpia Andatolou Xp. Kakhaudavn, ABrva, 2000

BiBN06nkn tng BouAng, KovoBouleutika Apxeia
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5. Minutes of the Sessions and Report of the
Constitutional Revision Committee, chaired by
Apostolos Chr. Kaklamanis, Athens, 2000

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Archives MPAKTIRA TN LYNEAPLALELN
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6. Zuvrayua ¢ EAAddag énw¢ avaBewpnbnke e to Whpioua
¢ 6n¢ Anpiriou 2001 ¢ Z* AvaBswpntikii¢c BouAri¢ twv
EAAVov

BiBAioBnkn tng Boung, KorvoBouleutikn Zuhhoyn

6. Constitution of Greece as revised by the Resolution of
April 6, 2001 of the 7th Revisionary Hellenic Parliament

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection
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7. Zuvrayua m¢ EAAdbacg onwe¢ avaBewpriBnke
e 1o wrigioua e 27 Maiou 2008
¢ H* AvaBswpntikri¢ BouAng twv EAAfvwv

BiBAi0Onkn g Boukng, KotvoBouleutikin Luhoyn

7. Constitution of Greece as revised
by the Resolution of May 27, 2008
of the 8th Revisionary Hellenic Parliament

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection

BOYAH TON EAAEDOON
B A SEOFETIER BOTAR
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THE EINTPONHE ANABEQPFHEHE TOY CYNTATMATOE

TIFDEAFIL
AFMETTFION I, TIOY A

8. lpaktikd twv
Juvebpidoewv kat ExBean
¢ Emmponng Avabewpnong
Tou Zuvtdyuarog, Tpoedpia
Anpntpiou . ZioUga,
Abnva, 2008

BiBAi06nkn g BouAng,
KoivoBouleutika Apxeia

8. Minutes of the Sessions
and Report of the
Constitutional Revision
Committee, chaired by
Dimitrios G. Sioufas,
Athens, 2008

Hellenic Parliament Library,
Parliamentary Archives
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To TloAiteupa

Apbpo 1

1. To noAiteupa ¢ EAAGSac sival Mpoedpevouévn
KowopBouAeutiki Anuokpartia.

2. Beuélio tou noAreuparog ivat n Aaikn kuptapxia.

3. DAec o1 eéouaiec nnydlouv and to Aad, undpxouv unep
autou kai tou EBvouc kat aokouvtal 6nw¢ opilel 1o 2u-
vrayua.

210 MPWTO Kal BepeNwdeg dpBpo tou Luvtdypatog opidovtal
n pop@n tou MNMoAITEUNATOC, 01 0PYAVWTIKEG TOU BACEIC Kal Ol
BepeNOEIC apxéG Tou, ekpPAdovTag pia oUyxpovn Kal OAO-
KAnpwpévn Bepnon tg dnpokpatiag. Me to apbpo 1 e€ay-
YVENETAl OXI HOVO 0 ONUOKPATIKOG Kal «TPOEOPEUOHEVOC»
al\d kar 0 KolvoBouAeuTIKOG xapaktnpag tou MNoMitelpatog.
To MoAiteupa eivar Anpokpartia, yiati OAeg o1 e€ouaieg mydlouv
and tov Aad, UNApxouv yia autov Kal ackouvtal, 6nwg opicl
TO XUVTaypa, oUP@®VA Pe TNV apxn TN AATKNG Kuplapxiag.

AinAa otov npoodiopiopd TG SNUOKPATIKNG HOp@Ng Tou TMo-
NITEUATOG, OTO KeEiJEVO TOU LUVTAYHATOC E10AYETal Yid NP@TN
(Popd o€ ENNVIKG ouvtaypatkd Keipevo n évvola g «[lpoe-
dpeuopévng Anpokpatiag», yia va diakpivel Tov aipetd Mpode-
6po tn¢ Anpokpatiag and tov Mpdedpo tng Anpokpatiag Tou
npoedpikoU oUOTNHATOC.

H npo6tagn g Ko1vOPOUAEUTIKAG apXn¢ 0TO NPWTo dpOpo Tou
Yuvtdypatog odnyei otnv dueon ouvOeon NG LE T AATKN Ku-
piapxia, n onoia anoteAei 1o BepéNio Tou TloNITEUPATOS KAl
ouvdpa kaBiotatal nupnvag Tou pn Suvdapevog va avabewpn-
Bei kKatd 1o apbpo 110.

Ext6¢ and tov Aad olppwva pe 10 Xuviaypa, o1 e€ouaieg
undpxouv Kai unép tou €6voug. To éBvog oto XZUvtaypa Tou

The Form of Government

Article 1

1. The form of government of Greece is that of a parlia-
mentary republic.

2. Popular sovereignty is the foundation of government.

3. All powers derive from the People and exist for the
People and the Nation; they shall be exercised as
specified by the Constitution.

The first and fundamental article of the Constitution defines
the form of government, its organizational bases, and its
fundamental principles, reflecting a modern and compre-
hensive view of democracy. Article 1 proclaims not only
the democratic and "presidential", but also the parliamentary
character of the government. The government is a Demo-
cracy, because all powers originate from the people, exist
for them, and are exercised, as the Constitution dictates, in
accordance with the principle of popular sovereignty.

Next to the specification of the democratic form of Go-
vernment, the text of the Constitution introduces for the
first time in a Greek constitutional text the concept of a
"Parliamentary Republic", in order to distinguish the elected
President of the Republic from the President of a presi-
dential system.

The precedence of the parliamentary principle in the first
article of the Constitution leads to its direct connection
with popular sovereignty, which constitutes the foundation
of the Government and at the same time becomes its core,
not subject to revision under Article 110.

Apart from the people according to the Constitution,
powers also exist for the benefit of the nation. In the Con-
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1975 dev anotehei nnyn twv €€ouci®v aANd PETATPENETAN
and nnyn oe okond ¢ doknong twv efouociwv. H pntpa
unép tou €0voug éxel w¢ nedio epappoyng tov Kabopiouo
TWV OXE0EWV TOU EMNVIKOU KPATOUG HE TOV EKTOG GUVOPWY
EN\nviopo.

stitution of 1975, the nation does not constitute a source
of powers but is transformed from a source into a purpose
of exercising powers. The clause in favor of the nation
applies to the determination of the relations of the Greek
state with the Hellenism outside its borders.
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1. TlpwtéKoANO OpKWHOGIAg ToU MPoowpIvou Mpoédpou tng Anpokpatiag Mixank A. Xtaoivonoulou, 18 AekepPpiou 1974
BiBAioOnkn g Boulng, KoivoBouleutikn Zuh\oyn

1. Oath-taking Protocol of the interim President of the Hellenic Republic, Michael D. Stassinopoulos, December 18, 1974

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection

2. Opkwuooia tou npoowpivou Tpoédpou g Anpokpatiag MixanA Ztacivonoulou, 18 Askepppiou 1974
BiBAi0Onkn g Boulng, KovoBouleutikin Xulhoyn, @wt. Nt. Apyupdnoulou

2. Oath-taking of the interim President of the Hellenic Republic, Michael Stassinopoulos, December 18, 1974
Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection, photo D. Argyropoulos
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3. TpwtdkoAo opkwpooiag Tou Mpoédpou tng Anpokpatiag Kwvotavtivou Todtoou, 20 louviou 1975
BiBAi06nkn g BouAng, KoivoBouleutikn Zuhhoyn

3. Oath-taking Protocol of the President of the Hellenic Republic, Konstantinos Tsatsos, June 20, 1975

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection

4. Opxwpoaia tou Mpoédpou g Anpokpatiaq Kwvotavtivou Tadtoou, 20 louviou 1975
BiBAi06nkn g Boulng, KovoBouleutikin Xulhoyn, @wt. Apoi Avayvwaotonoulol

4. Oath-taking of the President of the Hellenic Republic, Konstantinos Tsatsos, June 20, 1975
Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection, photo Anagnostopouloi Bros
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5. ApBpo tou Kwvotavtivou Todtoou «MQY ZH H
AHMOKPATIA», AvBpwmveg Zxéoeig, Oktwppiog 1974

Auepikavikn IxoAn Khaoik@v Znoudaov otnv ABnva, Tunua
Apxeiwv, Apxeio Kwvotavtivou Todtoou

5. Article by Konstantinos Tsatsos, "How Democracy
Lives", Anthropines Scheseis, October 1974

American School of Classical Studies in Athens, Archives
Department, Konstantinos Tsatsos Archive

6. XTUNO e TO omoio unoypd@nke 1o MNMpwtoKoAho
Opxwpoaoiag tou Kwvotavtivou Todtoou wg MNpoédpou
¢ EA\nvikng Anpokpatiag, 20 louviou 1975

BiBAi0B1nkn tng Boulng, KoivoBouheutikn Zuh\oyn

6. Pen used to sign the Oath-taking Protocol
of Konstantinos Tsatsos as President of the Hellenic
Republic, June 20, 1975

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection







OepeNIOEIC apxEC Kal ENEUDEPIEC:
H npootacia twv atopik®v
Kdl KOIVWOVIKOV d1Kaioudtwv

OAa ta avBpdnmva évia yevviouvial EAeUfepa
Kat ioa otnv alonpéneia kat ta dikaiuata
Kal, Onw¢ eivat npolkiouéva LE AOYIKT Kal OUVEISNON,
nPEneL va ouunepipépovial adeA@ixd Leta&l Toug
(Orxoupevikn Alaknpuén Twv AIKaiwpdtwv tou AvBponou,
dpbpo 1)

To XUvtaypa tou 1975 Siapdppwoe tov véo Kal 10xUovta
HEXP1 ONUEPA KATAOTATIKO XApTn TNG eAAnvIKNG TloAiteiag,
Baoiopévo onV 10TOPIKN EUMEIPIA TG XWPACS Kal NAPAAANAa
epnveuopévo and i Siedbveig e€ehitelg, evidooovtag ouola-
OTIKA TO ouvtaypatikd ovotnua tg EANASag oto petanole-
HIKO ouvtaypatuko ovotnua ¢ Eupwnng. Eupltepa, Oepe-
N@ONKE €va VEO Kal MPWTOMOPIAKO KOIVWVIKO CUNBOAAIO HE
TOUG MOAITEG, MOU £yYUATAl TNV KOIVWVIKN E1PNAVN KAl TNV MO-
ANTiopévn oupBioon pe enikevipo tn Bepehiakn aia tou Av-
Opwnou, motonoiwviag Tov Pabid avBpwnoKevIpikd xapa-
KTNpa Tou Xuvtdypatog tou 1975.

Extd¢ and ug napadooiakég apxEG TNG 100TNTAG, TNG EAEUDE-
pia¢ kar ¢ didkpiong twv e€ouoiwv, diaknpuocooval, yid
npwm @opd otnv EAada pe 1o Xuvtaypa tou 1975, Oepe-
NWdeIG véeG apxéC. Ta BepeNwdn dikaiwpata, 6nwg ava-
yvwpidovtar kar Beonidovtal oto Xuvtaypa, dev givar povo
d1aknpUgeig apxwv. TMépa and tov 16e0Aoyikd Kar diaknpu-
KTIKO TOUC XapaKINPa, anoteAouV SeCUEUTIKOUC KAVOVEC MOU
dnuoupyoUV avTiOTOIXEC UNOXPEWOEIC.

H apxh tou oefacpol kai TnG npootaciag tng agiag tou av-
Opwnou, apbpo 2, nap. 1, n ppdvion ¢ onoiag oIV Eupw-
Naikn ouvtaypaukn téén oxetdetal Pe v andvnon Tou VOUIKoU
NoAmopoU otig 0duvnpég epnelpieg Tou B” MNaykoopiou MoAépou,
Siaknpuooetal yia np@ @opd og eNnvikO Xuvtaypa: pdNiota,
EMTAOCETAl WG «MPWTAPXIKN UNOXPEwaOIC ¢ TMoAiteiag», Ka
OX1 an\w¢ w¢ kateubuvtnpia Sidtagn, KaBioTOVIAg v Kata-
otaukn apxn tou ToNiteUpatog, NANPWS VOUIKA deopeutikn. Me

The fundamental principles
and liberties: Protection of individual
and social rights

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity
and rights and, as they are endowed with reason
and conscience, they must behave fraternally
towards one another
(Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
Article 1)

The 1975 Constitution shaped the new and still valid charter
of the Greek State, based on the historical experience of
the country and at the same time inspired by international
developments, essentially integrating the constitutional sys-
tem of Greece into the post-war constitutional system of
Europe. More broadly, a new and pioneering social contract
with citizens was established, guaranteeing social peace
and civilized coexistence, centered on the fundamental value
of the Human Being, certifying the deeply anthropocentric
character of the 1975 Constitution.

In addition to the traditional principles of equality, freedom
and the separation of powers, fundamental new principles
are proclaimed, for the first time in Greece, with the 1975
Constitution. Fundamental rights, as recognized and es-
tablished in the Constitution, are not only declarations of
principles. Beyond their ideological and declarative chara-
cter, they constitute binding rules that create correspon-
ding obligations.

The principle of respect for and protection of the value
of the human being, Article 2, par. 1, the emergence of
which in the European constitutional order is related to
the response of legal culture to the painful experiences of
World War 11, is proclaimed for the first time in a Greek
Constitution; in fact, it is mandated as a primary obligation
of the State, and not simply as a guiding provision, making
it, a constitutional principle of the State, fully legally bin-
ding. In other words, the enshrining of the value of the
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AMa AGyia, n KatoxUpwon g agiag tou AvBpwnou Sev undkertal
o€ Kavévav nepiopiopd kai o€ kapia enmguian vopou, oUte o€
ouVIaypatkn avabepnon, kar avayvwpietal wg BepeNndng
PNATPA, CUCTATIKN TNG (UOIOYVWHIAg TNG CUVIAYUATIKAG TAENG,
Vv omnoia 10 KPdtog opeilel va oéBetar Kar va NPooTatevel.

H avagopd otnv aéia (value) tou AvBpwnou kai 6x1 otnv aéio-
npéneia (dignity), nou avagépetal o€ Keieva Tou EUPWNAIKOU
kar diebvoug Sikaiou, anéktnoe 1d1aitepn PapUtnTa Katd TG
ounTnoeIg Tou oxediou LUvTAypatog, kKabwg o1 10nynTég ava-
yvopidav 6T n adionpéneia eival évvola oTevotepn TS agiag.
0 eionyntng g nAsiownegiag A. Tlanaonupou, katd ¢ ouln-
TNOEIG YIa TNV YNEPION ToU LUVIAypatog Tou 1975 eneonpave:
«To GpBpov ToUTo anoteei véav didtadiv did 1o nuétepov ou-
viaypaukédv Sikaiov, ekppdlov v KoopoBewpntikn BAoiy,
TOV 10€0A0YIKOV NUPTIVA TNG OUCIAOTIKNG OEPENWOEWS NG EV-
VOpOU Tagewe Kal TNG SIapoPPOOEWS TOU OAOU OUOTNHATOS
TWV ATOHIKWV Kal KOIVWVIKOV SIKAIWUATWV. OETEl wg Unéptatnv
agiav Tov dvBpwnov, authv v anknv avBpwnivny undéotaciv
Kal k@Al TOV TENOAOYIKOV XAPAKTNPA TWV AOIMWV €V OUVE-
xeia napatifepévwyv eni PEPOUG ATopIK®V dikaiwpdtwyv» (Mpa-
KTKA TV ouvedpidoewv ¢ Boung eni twv ounmnocwv tou
Yuvtaypatog 1975, ouvedpiaon 22 Anpidiou 1975, 0. 359),
evw Kai o I. A. Maykdkng avépepe otnv Emtponn AvaBempn-
ong: «[poupw v AéEn adia ka1 6x1 aélonpéneia, yiati n aio-
npénela onpaivel pévo tnv afia oe oxéon pe AANOUG, EV® N
NéEn aia ekppddel v ouoia, nou eivar dedopévn xwpic ou-
OXenopo pe tpitouc» (Moaktikd twv Zuvedpldoewv twv Ynoe-
mTponwv eni twv ouNtnoewy tou 2uvidyuaro¢ 1975, B Yno-
emitponn, ouvedpiaon 29 lavouapiou 1975, 0. 418).

Enopévwg, n ouvtaypatkn katoxupwon g agiag tou Av-
Bpwnou, pe Baon tn didtaén tou dpbpou 2 nap. 1 tou Xu-
VIAypatog, unepakovTidel, and nmAeupdag npoaotaaciag, v &v-
vola g aflionpéneiag tou AvBpwnou. Autd oeiletar oto
OT, Népav NG NPOCWMIKOTNTAG Kal TG alonpéneidg tou,

Human is not subject to any limitation or reservation of
law, nor to constitutional revision, and is recognized as a
fundamental clause, constitutive of the physiognomy of
the constitutional order, which the State must respect
and protect.

The reference to the value of the human being and not to
the dignity, referred to in international legal texts, acquired
particular importance during the discussions of the draft
Constitution, as the rapporteurs recognized dignity as a
narrower concept than value. The rapporteur of the majori-
ty, D. Papaspyrou, during the discussions for the adoption
of the 1975 Constitution pointed out: "This article consti-
tutes a new provision for our constitutional law, expressing
the world-theoretical basis, the ideological core of the es-
sential foundation of the legal order and the formation of
the entire system of individual and social rights. It sets as
the supreme value the human being, this simple human hy-
postasis, and expresses the teleological character of the
other individual rights listed below" (Minutes of the Plenary
Sessions, April 22, 1975, p. 359), while G. A. Mangakis
also stated to the Revision Committee: "l prefer the word
value and not dignity, because dignity means only value in
relation to others, while the word value expresses the es-
sence, which is given without correlation with third parties"
(Minutes of the Sessions of the Subcommittees on the dis-
cussions of the 1975 Constitution, Subcommittee B, 29
January 1975, p. 418).

Therefore, the constitutional enshrinement of the value of
the human being, based on the provision of Article 2, para-
graph 1 of the Constitution, goes beyond the concept of
the dignity of the human being, in terms of protection.
This is due to the fact that, beyond his personality and dig-
nity, it generally defends the entity of the Human Being,
its very own existence, regardless of any indicator of intel-



unepaonidetar yevikd v oviotnta tou AvBpwnou, tnv idia
ToU TNV Unapén, aveldpnta and kabe deiktn vonpooUvng
Kar ave€dptnta and v duvatdtnta Tou avepwnou va ava-
ntUooel, JE OnoIovONNOTE TPAMO TNV NPOCWMIKOTNTA TOU.

H apxfi tng e\elPepng avantuing tn¢ npoownikdTntag,
apOpo 5, ouvdéetar otevd Pe v apxn Tou oefacpol Kal g
npootaociag g a&iag tou AvBpwnou Kai v £vvold TNG auto-
81d0eong, KABWC PEOW AUTNG KATOXUPWVETAI OUVIAYHATIKA
10 SIKaiwpa Kar n eeubepia tou kKABe avBpwnou va diapop-
PWVel TN (N ToU oUPPWVA HE TIC KAOEIG, TI IKAVOTNTES, Ta
evOIa(PEPOVTA KAl TIC KOOHOBEWPNTIKEG AVTIAAYEIG TOU, OUN-
UETEXOVTAG 0 GAOUG TOUG TOMEIG TNG KPATIKA OPYAVWUEVNG
oupBinong, KoIVWVIKO, OIKOVOHIKO kal moNTiko. H TloAiteia
0€ qQuTO TO MAQIOI0 ANOKTA apvNTUKA, AAAG Kal BETIKN UNOXPEW-
ON: dPVNTKN, YIATi T0 KPATOG UNOXPEOUTAl VA Unv NAPEUNOdidEl
TNV avdntuén g NPOoowWKOTNTAG, Kal BETIKN, KABWS OPEiAe!
Va NApéXEl Ta avaykaia péoa yia v avantuén tng.

Av ka1 pe agetnpiakég pideg nodn otig BepeNIMOEIG apxéC TG
[aAIKNG Enavdotaong Kar OAwV Twv NPonyoUHEVWY EANANVI-
KOV YUVTAYUATwV, N OUYKEKPIPEVN apXn avanAdioi@Vveral
Kar avaonpaoiodoteital 0to Xuviaypa tou 1975, und 10 pwg
TWV 10TOPIKWV OUYKUPI®V: EIOTKOTEPQ, EUNEPIEXE] TIG S1a0Td-
0€1C TNG eAeuBepiag we apxng avantuéng TNG NPOoWMIKOTNTAG
MouU oUVEIBNTONOINBNKE OTn UETANOAEHUIKN Snpokpatikn Eu-
PN, pe éUpaon 1600 010 Topo, GO KAl OTNV avOpwNoKe-
VIPIKN KA1 KOIVWVIKN évvold NG TIPOOWNIKOTNTAG, OTOV KOI-
VOVIKO avBpwno-péhog tng Koivwviag. Xto idio nvelua, o
0eBacOC TV SIKAIWUATWV TWV AANWV anoteei BepéNio g
KOIVWVIKAG OUVOXNG Kal BACN TwV KOIVWVIKOV OEOUEUCEWV.

H Bepehidddng apxn tng KOIVOVIKAG Kal TNG €OVIKAG aAAn-
Aeyyuing, apbpo 25, nap. 4, e10dyetal WG apxn ToU KOIVw-
VIKOU KPATtoug O1kaiou kal tng dnOKPATIKNG Kolvwviag oe
KOIVWVIKO, €BvIKO Kat dieBvég medio. H alAnAeyyun pnopei
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ligence and regardless of the ability of the human being to
develop, in any way, his personality.

The principle of free development of personality, Article
5, is closely linked to the principle of respect and protection
of the value of the human being and the concept of self-
determination, as it constitutionally guarantees the right
and freedom of every person to shape his/her life according
to his/her inclinations, abilities, interests and worldviews,
participating in all areas of state-organized coexistence,
social, economic and political. The State in this context
acquires a negative, but also a positive obligation: negative,
because the state is obliged not to hinder the development
of personality, and positive, as it must provide the ne-
cessary means for its development.

Although with initial roots already in the fundamental prin-
ciples of the French Revolution and all previous Greek Con-
stitutions, this particular principle is reframed and re-em-
phasized in the 1975 Constitution, in the light of historical
circumstances: in particular, it encompasses the dimensions
of freedom as a principle of personality development that
was realized in post-war democratic Europe, with emphasis
both on the individual and on the anthropocentric and
social concept of personality, on the social human-member
of society. In the same spirit, respect for the rights of
others is a foundation of social cohesion and the basis of
social commitments.

The fundamental principle of social and national soli-
darity, Article 25, par. 4, is introduced as a principle of
the social state of law and democratic society in the social,
national and international fields. Solidarity can be viewed,
on the one hand, as a moral value or imperative to assist
someone in need and, on the other hand, as a contractual
obligation of mutual assistance, which binds the members
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va avtipetwniodei, agpevdg, wg nbikn aia n emitayn ouvdpo-
HUNC o€ KAnoiov nou Ppioketal o Katdotaon avdykng Kai,
AEETEPOU, WG CUUBATIKA unoxpéwaon apolfaiag ouvdpoung,
nou ouvdéel ta péAn piag kovotntag. ‘Etol, n apxn g aAn-
AeyyUNg €pXeTal va avuotadpioe! Tov Kivduvo Katdxpnong g
e\euBepiag €1 BApog Twv MV kal MPoBANAET TNV Mpoaywyn
NG KOIVWVIKNG OUVOXNG Kal SIKAI00UVNG w¢ UNOXpéwon aA-
AnAéyyuag e€i0wong TV KOIVOVIKQV ETaipwy, aveédptnta and
TO AV aUTOf €ival YUOIKA NPOowNd, CUNOYIKEG OVTOTNTEG, Op-
YaviKéG HovAdeg KPAToug N KPATN-PENN TWV UNEPEDVIK®V 0p-
YaviopoVv kai g 61€6vous Korvotntag.

of a community. Thus, the principle of solidarity comes to
offset the risk of abuse of freedom to the detriment of
others and promotes social cohesion and justice as an ob-
ligation of solidarity-based equality of social partners, re-
gardless of whether they are natural persons, collective
entities, organic units of the state or member states of su-
pranational organizations and the international community.
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1. havvng laitng, Atoukn petapopd, 1978/79
Kataokeun and 0o kai pEtario {wypapiopévo
185 x 60 x 48 ex.

1&1wTKn ZuNoyn

1. Yiannis Gaitis, Individual Transfer, 1978/79
Construction of wood and metal, painted
185 x 60 x 48 cm

Private Collection




146 I A Constitution of our own

2. AN&ENG Akp10dkng, lpookuvntdpi-BaAitoeg, 1975, Aadi o€ kapBd, 100 x 81 ex.
Yulovyn I'. Boyiat{oyhou

2. Alexis Akrithakis, Pilgrimage Shrine-Suitcases, 1975, oil on canvas, 100 x 81 ¢cm
G. Vogiatzoglou Collection
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3. NMdvvng Maitng, AvBpdmva tonia, 1979, \ad o€ pouoapd, 65 x 81,5 ex.
© EOvikn MvakoBnkn-Mouaoeio AAe&dvdpou XoUtoou, @wt. Ltaupog Wnpoukng (E.N.M.A.LZ.)

3. Yiannis Gaitis, Human Landscapes, 1979, oil on canvas, 65 x 81.5 cm
© National Gallery-Alexandros Soutsos Museum, photo credit: Stavros Psiroukis (N.G.A.S.M.)
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4. Bdow Katpdkn, H pova&id g
Avrtiyovng, 1977

Metpoypapia o€ xapti, 106 x 76 &kK.
© EQvikn MvakoBnkn-Mouoeio

ANe€avopou Zoutoou, PT. XTaupog
Wnpoukng (E.T1.M.A.Z.)

4 Vasso Katraki, The Loneliness of
Antigone, 1977

Stonecut on paper, 106 x 76 cm

© National Gallery-Alexandros Soutsos

Museum, photo credit: Stavros
Psiroukis (N.G.A.S.M.)




To &iké pag Zuvtaypa 1975 - 2025 I 149

| .ll il -
lIEL Ep!!l. If “'.-.-hlﬂ

5. Nwpyog lwavvou,

0 katabomg, 1974

Nadi o hivo, 70 x 100 ek.
Apxeio - Xuhoyn Nopyou
lwdvvou

5. Giorgos loannou,
The Snitch, 1974
Oil on linen, 70 x 100 cm

Giorgos loannou Collection-
Archive
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6. ANékog Gaaiavog, dtepouvyiouara, 1987, M\ad oe pouoapd, 80,5 x 63,5 &k.
© EBvikn Mivakodnkn-Mouoeio ANe€dvopou Zoutoou, ewT. Xtaupog Wnpoukng (E.T.M.A.L.)

6. Alekos Fassianos, Flutterings, 1987, oil on canvas, 80.5 x 63.5 cm
© National Gallery-Alexandros Soutsos Museum, photo credit: Stavros Psiroukis (N.G.A.S.M.)



Anoondouata twv dpBowv 1-25 tou Zuvtdyuarog

Ta ekaotikd €pya nou nAaioidvouv ta dpbpa anoterouv
tunua ExBeonc nou diopyavOnke and v ‘Ynatn Appooteia
via 1ta AvBpwniva Aikawduata, Le apopun ™ ouunAnpwon
twv 50 etdv ¢ Owoupeviknc Ataknpuéng twv Aikaiwpdtwv
Tou AvBpwnou (1998), ue tekunpia and 6Ao tov KoOauo,
LEPOC TwV onoiwv extiBevial yoviua ota Kevipikd pageia

tou OHE otn leveun.

© OHCHR Mexico / Manuel Montiel
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Excerpts of Articles 1-25 of the Constitution

The Artworks that frame the Articles are part of an exhi-
bition organized by the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) to mark the 50th
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(1998). The exhibition includes works from all over the
world, some of which are permanently displayed at the UN

Headquarters in Geneva.

© OHCHR Mexico / Manuel Montiel
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Ptia
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Apbpo 1

1.

2.
3.

To noAiteupa g EANGSag eivar TMpoedpeuopévn KotvoBouleutikn
Anpokpartia.

O€eléNIo TOU NMONITEUPATOG €ival N Adikn Kuplapxia.

O)eg o1 €€ouaieg nnydlouv and 1o Aad, undpxouv unép autou Kal
Tou EOvoug kar aokouvtal 4nwg opidel To ZUvTaypa.

Article 1

1.

The form of government of Greece is that of a Parliamentary
Republic.
Popular sovereignty is the foundation of government.

All powers derive from the People and exist for the People and
the Nation; they shall be exercised as specified by the
Constitution.

Apbpo 2

1. 0 ogBaopdg kal n npootacia g agiag Tou avBp@Nou anoteAouv
TNV NPWTAPXIKA unoxpéwaon g TNoNiteiag.

Article 2

1. Respect and protection of the value of the human being
constitute the primary obligations of the State.
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ApBpo 4

1. O1'EMN\nveg ivar ioor evamiov Tou VOHOU.

2. O01'EM\nveg kai or ENAnviSeg éxouv ioa SIKaIOUATA KAl UNOXPEDOEIC.
5. 01 EA\nveg noliteg ouvelopépouv xwpig Siakpioeic ota dnpdaoia

avaloya pe g SUVALEIG TOUG.

Bdpn

Article 4

1. All Greeks are equal before the law.

2. Greek men and women have equal rights and equal obligations.

5. Greek citizens contribute without distinction to public charges in

proportion to their means.
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ApBpo 5

1.

2.

Kabévag éxer dikainpa va avantiooel EAeUBepa TV NPOOWNIKOTNTA TOU KAl VA CUUHETEXEl OTNV KOIVWVIKN, OIKOVOUIKA Kal NOANTIKA {wh TG X®pag,
€pooov dev npooBaiel Ta dikaiwpata Twv AAwv Kai dev napaPidadel to Luvtayua n ta xpnotd nen.

‘O\o1 6001 Bpiokovtar otnv EAAnviki Enikpdtela anoAapBdavouv v andAutn npootacia g {wng, TG TING Kal TG eAeuBepiag Toug, xwpig Sidkpion
€OVIKOTNTAG, QUANG, YAWOOAG Kal BPNOKEUTIKOV N NONTIKMOV NeNoidnoewv. EEaipéoeig enitpénovial oTiG NEPINTMOEIC NoU NPoPAEnel 10 S1eBVEG Sikaio.
AnayopeUetal n ékboon alodanoU nou didketal yia T §pdon Tou Unép G eAeubepiag.

H npoownikn e\eubepia eivar anapapiaotn. Kavévag dev katadioketar oute oulapBdavetar oUte @UAAKieTal oute pe onolovonmote ah\o tpdno
nepiopidetal, napd povo Otav Kai onwg opicel o vouog.

AnayopeUovtar atopikd S101kntikd pétpa nou nepiopidouv o€ onolovdnnote EAAnva tv eAeliBepn kivnon n eykatdotaon ot Xopa, Kabme Kal tnv
e\elBepn €€060 Kai €i0080 0" autiv. TETOI0U NEPIEXOUEVOU MEPIOPIOTIKA PETPA €ivar duvatov va eniBAnBoUvV HOVo wG napendpevn noivin pe and@aon
NoIvikou 81kaotnpiou, o€ eEAIPETIKEG NEPINMTWOEIG AVAYKNG Kal HOVO yia tnv npdAnyn agionoivev npdéewv, onwg vopog opidel.

KaBévag éxer Sikaimpa otnv Npootacia g Uyeiag Kal TG YEVETIKNG Tou tautdtntag. NOHog opilel Ta OXeTkdG He Thv NPooTacia kaBe npoownou évavt
TWV BI10iaTPIK®OV NApEUBACEWV.

Article 5

1. All persons shall have the right to develop freely their personality and to participate in the social, economic and political life of the country,
insofar as they do not infringe the rights of others or violate the Constitution and the good usages.

2. All persons living within the Greek territory shall enjoy full protection of their life, honour and liberty irrespective of nationality, race or language
and of religious or political beliefs. Exceptions shall be permitted only in cases provided by international law. The extradition of aliens prosecuted
for their action as freedom-fighters shall be prohibited.

3. Personal liberty is inviolable. No one shall be prosecuted, arrested, imprisoned or otherwise confined except when and as the law provides.

4. Individual administrative measures restrictive of the free movement or establishment in the country, and of the free exit and entrance therein of

any Greek are prohibited. Restrictive measures of such content may only be imposed as an attendant penalty by a criminal court ruling, in
exceptional cases of emergency and only in order to prevent the commitment of criminal acts, as specified by law.

All persons have the right to the protection of their health and of their genetic identity. Matters relating to the protection of every person against
biomedical interventions shall be specified by law.



To &iké pag Zuvtaypa 1975 - 2025 I 155

ApBpo 5A

1. Kabévag éxer Sikaiwpa otnv nAnpo@dpnon, nwg véuog opidel. Mepropiopoi oto dikaimpa autod eivar duvatdv va empBAnBoUv e vopo pdvo epooov
eival anoAUTwG avaykaiol kai dikaioAoyouvtal yia Adyoug eOVIKNG ao@AAEIag, KAatanoAéunong Tou EYKANUATOG 1 NpooTaciag SIKaiwUdtwy Kal
OUNPEPOVTIWV TPITWV.

2. Kabévag éxel dikaiwpa ouppetoxng otnv Koivwvia tng Mnpogopiag. H SieukdAuvon tng npdoBaocng oTi¢ MAnpo@opieg nou S1akivouvtal NAEKTPOVIKG,

KOS Kal TnG napaywyng, aviazayng kar 51adoong Toug anotelei unoxpéwaon tou Kpdtoug, Tnpoupévwy NAvIoTe Twv EyYUNnoewv Twv dpbpwv 9, 9A
kar 19.

Article 5A
1. All persons have the right to information, as specified by law. Restrictions to this right may be imposed by law only insofar as they are absolutely
necessary and justified for reasons of national security, of combating crime or of protecting rights and interests of third parties.

2. All persons have the right to participate in the Information Society. Facilitation of access to electronically transmitted information, as well as of
the production, exchange and diffusion thereof, constitutes an obligation of the State, always in observance of the guarantees of articles 9, 9A
and 19.
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ApBpo 6 ApBpo 7

1. Kavévag dev ouhappdvetar oute gulakidetal xwpic armohoynpévo 1. 'Eyk\npa dev undpxel oute norvi empBAMeTal xwpig vopo nou va
O1KaoTikO évtalpa, nou npénel va emdoBei tn oTiyun nou yivetar n 10xU€El mPIv anod v t€Aeon TG NPding kar va opidel ta OToIXEia TNG.
oUNNYN 1 n npo@uldkion. EEaipolvial ta autdwpa yKAnpata. TMoté dev empPdaMetal noivi Baputepn and ekeivn nou npopAendtav

Katd v téAeon g npdéng.

) 2. Ta Bacaviompia, onoladnnote cwpatkn kKakwon, BAABN uyeiag, 1 doknon
Article 6 WUXONOYIKNG Biag, KaBnS kar kGBe GAAN mpooBoi e avBpmMIvng
1. No person shall be arrested or imprisoned without a reasoned a&lonpéneiag anayopeloval Ka THwPOUVTal, Onwg VOGS opidgl.

judicial warrant which must be served at the moment of arrest

or detention pending trial, except when caught in the act of

committing a crime. Article 7

1. There shall be no crime, nor shall punishment be inflicted unless
specified by law in force prior to the perpetration of the act,
defining the constitutive elements of the act. In no case shall
punishment more severe than that specified at the time of the
perpetration of the act be inflicted.

2. Torture, any bodily maltreatment, impairment of health or the use
of psychological violence, as well as any other offence against
human dignity are prohibited and punished as provided by law.
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Apbpo 8

Kavévag dev otepeital xwpig t BEANOT TOU TO OIKAOTN NMOU TOU €XEl
opioel 0 vOuOG.

AIKaoTIKEG eMITPONES Kal éKTakta S1Kaotnpia, Je onolodnnote dvoua,
dev emtpénetal va ouotabouyv.

ApBpo 9
1. H katoikia tou kaBevdg eivar douho. H 1I01WTIKA Kal 01KOYEVEIAKTN

{wn tou atopou sivar anapapiaotn. Kapia épeuva dev vivetal o€
Katorkia, napd poévo 6tav Kai 6nwg opidel 0 vOUog Kal NAviote Ye
TNV NAPOUCia EKNPOCWNWVY NG dIKACTIKNG €§ouaiag.

Article 8

No person shall be deprived of the judge assigned to him by law
against his will.

Judicial committees or extraordinary courts, under any name
whatsoever, shall not be constituted.

Article 9
1. Every person’s home is a sanctuary. The private and family life of

the individual is inviolable. No home search shall be made,
except when and as specified by law and always in the presence
of representatives of the judicial power.
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Apbpo 9A ApBpo 10

Kabévag éxel dikaimpa npootaciag and m oul\oyn, enegepyaoia kai 1. Kabévag 1 noA\oi padi éxouv 1o dikaiwpad, TNPMVTAG TOUG VOLOUG
xpnan, 18iwg Pe NAEKTPOVIKA PEOA, TV NPOOWINIK®V ToU SeSoUEV®Y, Tou Kpdtoug, va avagépovtal yypdews oTIC apXEG, 01 Onoieg eival
onw¢ vopog opiel. H npootacia twv npoowrnik®v dedopévmv UMNOXPEWHEVES Va vepyoUV OUVTOUA KaTd TIG Keipeveg S1atdgeis kai
diaopahidetar and avedpnTn apxn, MOU OUYKPOTEITAI KAl AEITOUPYET, Va anavioUv aimoloYNPéVa O€ EKEIVOV, Nou UNEBAAE TNV avapopd,
Onwg vouog opidel. oUpQWVa Ye 10 VOO.

Article 9A Article 10

All persons have the right to be protected from the collection, 1. Each person, acting on his own or together with others, shall
processing and use, especially by electronic means, of their personal have the right, observing the laws of the State, to petition in
data, as specified by law. The protection of personal data is ensured writing public authorities, who shall be obliged to take prompt
by an independent authority, which is constituted and operates as action in accordance with provisions in force, and to give a

specified by law. written and reasoned reply to the petitioner as provided by law.



Apbpo 11

1. O1'EMN\nveg €xouv 1o Sikaiwpa va ouvépxovial NoUXa Kal Xwpic OnAa.

2. Movo otug dnudoieg unaibpieg ouvabpoioeig unopei va napiotatai
n aotuvopia. O1 unaiBpieg ouvabpoioeig PMopoUV va anayopeuTouV
He armoAoynpévn and@aon ¢ aoTUVOUIKNG apxng, YEVIKA, av
e€artiag Toug enikertal ooBapdg kivduvog yia T dnudoia acpalela,
o€ oplopévn Og nepioxn, av aneileitar copapn diatdpagn g
KOIVWVIKOOIKOVOUIKNG {wng, Onwg vOUog opidel.

Article 11
1. Greeks shall have the right to assemble peaceably and unarmed.

2. The police may be present only at outdoor public assemblies.
Outdoor assemblies may be prohibited by a reasoned police
authority decision, in general if a serious threat to public
security is imminent, and in a specific area, if a serious
disturbance of social and economic life is threatened, as
specified by law.
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Apbpo 12

1. O1 'EN\nveg éxouv To SiKaimpa va ouvioTouv EVROEIS Kal 1N
KEPOOOKOMIKA OWUATEQ, TNPAOVTAS TOUG VOIOUG, MOU NOTE OUWG
dev pnopouv va e€aptnoouv TV oknon Tou SIKAIOUATOS autoU
and nponyoupevn ¢deia.

Article 12

1. Greeks shall have the right to form nonprofit associations and
unions, in compliance with the law, which, however, may never
subject the exercise of this right to prior permission.
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Evpwmnaikn Zopfaon

ApBpo 13

1. H ekeubepia tng Opnokeutikng ouveibnong eivar anapaBiaotn. H
andAauon TV ATOPIKOV Kal MONTIK®V Sikaliwpdtwy dev e€aptdtal
anoé g OpNOKEUTIKEG NENOIONOEIG KABEVAG.

Article 13

1. Freedom of religious conscience is inviolable. The enjoyment of
civil rights and liberties does not depend on the individual's
religious beliefs.

HUMAN | OUR
RIGHTS

EVERYDAY
ESSENTIALS

<

¢

OUR EVERYDAY

)

Apbpo 14

1.

2.

KaBévag pnopei va ekppddel kar va diadidel npopopikd, ypantd kai dia
TOU TUMOU TOUG OTOXAOHOUG TOU TNPMVTAG TOUG VOHOUG Tou Kpdtoug.

0 tnog eival eAeUBepog. H hoyokpioia kar KaBe A0 MPOANMTIKO
HETPO anayopevovtal.

H Katdoxeon e@npepidwv Kar AoV evilnwy, €ite npiv and my
KUKAO@oOpia €ite Uotepa and auth, anayopevetal.

Article 14

1.

Every person may express and propagate his thoughts orally, in writing
and through the press in compliance with the laws of the State.

The press is free. Censorship and all other preventive measures
are prohibited.

The seizure of newspapers and other publications before or after
circulation is prohibited.
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Apbpo 16
1. H téxvn ka1 n emothun, n épeuva kai n didbackahia ivar EAeUBepeg, n avdntuén kal n npoaywyn Toug anotelei unoxpéwon tou Kpdtoug. H akadnpaikn

eheuBepia Kar n eheubepia tng didaokahiag dev analldooouv and To KABNKOV TNG UNAKONG OTO LUVIayud.

2. Hnaideia anotehei Baoikn anootoAn Tou Kpdtoug Kar éxel 0Komod TNV NOIKA, MVEUPATIKNA, ENAYYEAUATIKA KAl QUOIKN aywyn Twv ENAvwv, tv avantuén

NG €OVIKNG Kal OpNOKEUTIKNG oUVeidnong Kai n S1dnAaot Toug og EAeUBEPOUG Kal UNEUOUVOUG MONITEC.

4. 'O)or o1 EMN\nveg €xouv Sikaimpa Swpedv naideiag, oe OAeg TI¢ Pabuideg g, ota kpatikd eknaideuthpia. To Kpdtog evioxuel TOUG onoudacTéG nou

diakpivovtal, KaBmS Kal autoug nou éxouv avdykn and Pondeia 1 €161KN NPootacia, avaloya HeE TIG IKAVOTNTES TOUG.

Article 16

1.

Art and science, research and teaching shall be free and their development and promotion shall be an obligation of the State. Academic freedom
and freedom of teaching shall not exempt anyone from his duty of allegiance to the Constitution.

Education constitutes a basic mission for the State and shall aim at the moral, intellectual, professional and physical training of Greeks, the
development of national and religious consciousness and at their formation as free and responsible citizens.

All Greeks are entitled to free education on all levels at State educational institutions. The State shall provide financial assistance to those who
distinguish themselves, as well as to students in need of assistance or special protection, in accordance with their abilities.
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CLITED LUFDRD 84

Apbpo 19 ApBpo 20

1. To andéppnto TwV EMNIOTOAGV Kal TNG EAeUBePNG avtandkpiong n 1. Kabévag éxer Sikaiwpa otnv napoxn £vvoung npootaciag ano ta
EMIKOIVWVIAG Pe onolovonnote dAo tpdmno eival andoAuta S1KaoTnpIa Kai Pnopei va avantuel o' autd Tig andyeig Tou yid ta
anapapBiaoto. Nopog opiel TI¢ eyyunoeig unod TG onoieg n SIKAIOPATA N CUPPEPOVTE TOU, ONWG VOHOS OpilEl.
6'K°°T‘Kﬁ ap>’(r’1 bev 55"“5"’“‘“,0“0 0 anpppnro via )‘,éYOUC 2. To SiKaiwpa ¢ NPonyoUHEVNS akpOaonc Tou eVOIaQEPOHEVOU
EeV‘K"C, aopakeiag 1 yia diakpiBwon i6iaftepa copapdv 10XUET KA1 Y10 KGOE BIOIKNTIKA EVEPYEIQ M HETPO TMOU AapBAveTal o€
EYKANLAT®V. BAPOC TWV SIKAIWHATWV i CUPPEPOVIWV TOU.

Article 19 Article 20

1. Secrecy of letters and all other forms of free correspondence or
communication shall be absolutely inviolable. The guaranties
under which the judicial authority shall not be bound by this
secrecy for reasons of national security or for the purpose of
investigating especially serious crimes, shall be specified by law.

1. Every person shall be entitled to receive legal protection by the courts
and may plead before them his views conceming his rights or interests,
as specified by law.

2. The right of a person to a prior hearing also applies in any

administrative action or measure adopted at the expense of his rights
or interests.
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Apbpo 25

1. Ta Sikaidpata Tou avBp®nou w¢ atOpou Kal w¢ HENOUC TOU KOIVWVIKOU GUVOAOU Kal N dpXn TOU KOIVWVIKOU Kpdtoug Sikaiou TeAoUv und v £yyunon Tou
Kpdtoug. OAa ta kpatka opyava unoxpeouvtal va S1ac@aki{ouv thv avepunddiotn Kal anoteEAeoUaTIKn AoknNon Toug. Ta Skaidpata autd 10XU0UV Kai OTIG
oxé0€1g PeTadl 181wtV oTig onoieg npoaididdouv. O1 kdbe eiboug neplopioloi MOU PNoPOUV KAtd To XUVIaypa va enipAnBouv ota SikaimUata autd npénel
va npoPAénovtar ite aneuBeiag and to XUvtayua eite and 1o VOHo, EQAo0V UNApXel EMQUAGEN Unép autou Kal va o€Povial TV dpxn TG avaloylkOTNTag.

2. H avayvopion kai n npootacia twv BepeNwdwv kar anapdypantev dikaiwpdtwy tou avBpwnou and v MoNiteia anofAénel otnv npaypdtwon tng
KOIVWVIKNG NPpo0dou péoa o€ eheubepia Kai dikaiooUvn.

3. H xataxpnotikn doknon Sikaidpatog Oev emTpénetal.

4. To Kpatog dikaloutal va agidver and GAOUG TOUG NMONTEG TNV EKNANPWON TOU XPEOUG TNG KOIVWVIKNG Kal EOVIKNG aAAnAgyyUNG.

Article 25

1. The rights of the human being as an individual and as a member of the society and the principle of the welfare state rule of law are guaranteed by
the State. All agents of the State shall be obliged to ensure the unhindered and effective exercise thereof. These rights also apply to the relations
between individuals to which they are appropriate.

Restrictions of any kind which, according to the Constitution, may be imposed upon these rights, should be provided either directly by the
Constitution or by statute, should a reservation exist in the latter's favour, and should respect the principle of proportionality.

2. The recognition and protection of the fundamental and inalienable rights of man by the State aims at the achievement of social progress in
freedom and justice.

3. The abusive exercise of rights is not permitted.
4. The State has the right to claim of all citizens to fulfil the duty of social and national solidarity.






Eupwnaikég
Kal 61e6vng npooavatoMopdg

MNépav TnG uBuyPAUNIONG TOU NEPIEXOUEVOU TwV VEWV dla-
@€V Yia TV KatoxUpwon Twv BepeNwdmv SiKaiwpdtwy
TOU avOp@nou e Ta EUpWNaikd OUVTaypatkd Keijeva tng
petanoAepikng Eupwnng, 1o Xuvtaypa tou 1975 eionyaye
enmAéov éva oUvoAo BepeNiwdmv pubpiocwv avagopika He
Tn oxéon ¢ EANGSag pe tn &iebvn kovotnta.

‘Enerta ané v nepiodo g SieBvoug anopdvwong g Xwpag,
eCartiac tng entdxpovng Aiktatopiag, n EANAda enédeie tnv
npdOeon g va deopeutei 0Tov 0EPACHO TWV KAVOVWV TOU
d1eBvolg Sikaiou, va npodyel TIC QINKEG OXEOEIC HE AAAa
KPATNn, aA\d Kar va ouppEeTdoxel evepyd oTnv EUPWNATKA OAO-
KA\Npwon. To eUpwKeVIPIKG Kal eupUtepa dieBvoug npoaava-
TONIOpOU Nveupa eixe, ndn, avadeixBei otnv npdtacn Avabew-
pPNONG TOU XUVTAyHatog nou €ixe unofAndei 1o 1963, éneita
and v unoypaen g Xupgwviag Xuvdeong g EANGdSag pe
TI¢ Eupwnaikég Kovomnteg to 1961. Akdpn nepioodtepo,
Katd Toug MPWTouG Pnveg Tng MetanoAiteuong, n petdpaon
otn Anpokpatia Kar n OAOKANPWoN TG EUpWNAiKNG nopeiag
NG XWPAS avupetwnidoviav wg o1 duo OWYeIS Tou idlou vopi-
opatog n évtain oty EOK BewpnBnke w¢ pia ouciaoTikn
BwpdKion TG NPOCPATA ANOKATEOTNHEVNG EAANVIKNG Onpo-
Kpartiag.

To XUvtaypa tou 1975, pe 10 dpBpo 28, oupnepiéAaPe pia
MPWTONOPIAKN Yia TNV enoxn tou 61dtaén nou pubuIoe otpa-
TNYIKA TO MAQiOI0 Kal Avoige 1o SpOUO YIa TN OUUPETOXN TNG
x@pac oy Eupwnaikn Evwon. Autd unodni@ver kai n uno-
BoAn Tn¢ aitnong évtaéng g EAGSag otic Eupwnaikég Koi-
votnteg otig 12 louviou 1975, noNig pia pépa petd v Béon
0€ 10XU Tou Xuvtdypatog otg 11 louviou.

European
and International orientation

In addition to aligning the content of the new provisions
for the protection of fundamental human rights with the
European constitutional texts of post-war Europe, the
1975 Constitution also introduced a set of fundamental
regulations regarding Greece's relationship with the inter-
national community.

After the period of the country's international isolation,
due to the seven-year dictatorship, Greece demonstrated
its intention to commit to respecting the rules of inter-
national law, to promoting friendly relations with other
states, but also to actively participate in European integra-
tion. The Eurocentric and more broadly international-
oriented spirit had already emerged in the proposal for a
Constitutional Revision submitted in 1963, following the
signing of the Association Agreement between Greece and
the European Communities in 1961. Moreover, during the
first months of the Metapolitefsi era, the transition to de-
mocracy and the completion of the country's European
path were seen as two sides of the same coin; accession
to the EEC was seen as an essential safeguard for the
newly restored Greek democracy.

The Constitution of 1975, with Article 28, included a pio-
neering for its time provision that strategically regulated
the framework and paved the way for the country's par-
ticipation in the European Union. This is also indicated by
the submission of Greece's application for membership in
the European Communities on June 12, 1975, just one
day after the entry into force of the Constitution on June
11.



166 I A Constitution of our own

Me tnv AvaBewpnon tou Zuvtdypatog 1o 2001, n eicaywyn
NG EPUNVEUTIKNG dNAwoNG OT «To dpBpo 28 anotehei BepéNio
Y1d TN oUpPETOXN TN Xedpag oti¢ S1ad1Kaoieg TG EUpwNATKNG
OAOKANPWONG>» NTAV APKETN MPOKEIUEVOU VA MPOXWPNOEN N
EMNada omv kupwon ¢ Luvenkng yia tnv Eupwnaikn
‘Evwon.

With the Revision of the Constitution in 2001, the intro-
duction of the interpretative clause that "Article 28 con-
stitutes the foundation for the participation of the Country
in the European integration process" was sufficient for
Greece to proceed with the ratification of the Treaty on
European Union.
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1. H aitnon tg ENAdag yia évtagn g xopag ot Eupwnaikég Kovotnteg, lovviog 1975
© Plantu

1. Greece's application for accession to the EEC, June 1975
© Plantu
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2. H évtaén ing EANadag, g lonaviag kar g Toptoyaliag otig Eupwnaikég Kovotnteg, 1977

0 F'a\og yeholoypdpog Plantu aneikoviel g véeg dnpokpatieg g EAAdag, tng Moptoyahiag kar tng lonaviag, nou
éxouv aneheuBepwBei and ta deopud Tou NapeAdoVTog Kar unopouv nAéov va eviaxbolv oti¢ Eupwnaikég Kovotnteg.

© Plantu

2. The accession of Greece, Spain and Portugal to the European Communities, 1977

The French cartoonist, Plantu, illustrates the new democracies of Greece, Portugal and Spain, who have freed
themselves from the chains of the past and are now able to join the European Communities.

© Plantu

O Plantu €ivat ['dAAo¢ yedoioypdpog, 6nuoaioypdpog, Kapikatoupiotag Kal KAAMTEXVIC Mou EIOIKEVETAL 0T MOAITIKI)
odtipa. Ta okitoa tou eugavidovtav taktikd otV epnuepida Le Monde, yia v onoia dpxioe va oxediddet to 1972.

Plantu is a French cartoonist, journalist, caricaturist, and artist who specializes in political satire. His cartoons
regularly appeared in the newspaper Le Monde, for which he began drawing in 1972.

(L
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3. Emotohn tou TMpwOunoupyou
Kwvotavtivou KapapavAn npog tov
Mpbedpo tou XupBouliou Twv
Eupwnaikwv Koivotntwv

G. Fitzerald pe 1o aitnua évtagng
¢ xwpag oy EOK,

12 Touviou 1975 (190540)

EU Council Archives, IT1.ADH-01801

3. Greece's application for
membership to the EEC,
12 June 1975 (190540)

EU Council Archives, IT1.ADH-01801
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4. OwNia tou MpwOunoupyoU
Kwvotavtivou KapapavAn npog toug
npéoPeig Twv Kpatwv-pedv g EOK
OXEUKA Ye TNV enionun aitnon évtagng
¢ EAGSag otig Eupwnaikég Kovotnteg,
12 Touviou 1975

16pupa «Kwvotavtivog I'. KapapavAng»

4. Speech by Prime Minister
Konstantinos Karamanlis to the
ambassadors of the member-states of
the EEC, regarding Greece's official
application for membership in the
European Communities, June 12, 1975

"Konstantinos G. Karamanlis" Foundation

"Ouihia 255
npdg Ioti nodofeug
@y _yuedv-pcidy sfic Eok '

12 “Teuwelow 1975

Foowow MpdeBeis,

84 fitcia vl ofic nopanoidown wi mAnpogaatonTe Tde
Fufeovitlosic oog &Ti f “EAlnuvikd Eulipunoc-8. " Envovalfic mod dnnd-
Suve afucoov apde Tév Nodedoov Tel DuiBouldieu T8y Ebownaluby Ry~
vorfituv= [ntel wh watectd uilog thg Ebounalfc Cinovoulufic Kovwd-

TATOC, THC Kovwdtntel "AvBpaxec wal Xdiuboc wal the Kouwdentog
"Atopikfis "Evepyelac.

‘H CEAAdg dvdnei wal EmuBupel wd dvdinn cig v
Ebpdmny, dfou thv Exouv tonsderdooe & rewmodLTenf Tne Blavg, #
lotoola tng wal & nopdseoic ThE, ol clwal wouwl p v nolitior.-
whv sinpoveulay v pwesdy uac.

‘N onuspuvh nootoBsuiia i KuBepvionde uou Amores
Al vhv suouwiv cuvixciav THE mokitunfic mod clya ropdEon mpd 18
mal miiow brfiv. T4 np@ vov BRpa the molirenfic abrfic tnfaboiv &
Dunigevilo vy "Adnuwdy, # mpdtn Cuugevio Euwlcotug nold cuwnsoddrn=
ooy i Edownai=f Olusvouied Foiwbtno. '

"H mpayustonolnawe thc moduzuwfic adthe dveordin
watd tiv meploBov Thc Suntatoploe. "Hén, uted tdv dmosardovaocyy
it Enpokpatiac, f§ "EAlde tupodlen 1w EncBuulaw g Wi watakdin
v Blowv mod miovedel Sri the dvhimer uioa gy Sqpoxpatiudy
Ebpimmv. “Alluwote, T4 wabcovde i Puipaviag DuvSéoces E8coohtn
hdviote, Tdoow dnd thv “Eilnuinfv Boo sal dmd Ty sevvoTosfe
nieupd, g wetaariwdy node TV EvinBLv.

Td altnua i mpomwotoeds une de rAfpove Lt Laue
ovnoifeai Enl 18w LEehifruv Tov oxtocuy uetalt thc "EAAdSoc wal
Tov Nesdv tfig Eouvdtnreg, watde wal End tfic [Mavdtnvop vhc EAim-
vikfic olwovepleg wd tvraxdf elc Thv olwovoulay fic Elodang. "N
"EdAnuikd Kubtovnoie Srwopel 8t 84 Enoene h EuvBiian o npooxwod-
etwg Wi npoddinn piov Acviacth scplobay rocoaopoyfic, dvdieyay
bt Ewciwny mod noocPilodn elg v meolnruocy The NoOOYLeTHIEwS
THe Meoyding Bpetaveiap wal Tig "Iplaviiag.

o
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5. Enionpo aitnpa yia v évtaén g
EN\Gdac oty EOK

Yug 12 louviou 1975, o Ztépavog Ltabdrog,
Erikepalng tg Méviung Avtinpoowneiag
¢ EANGSag oty EOK, unéBale otov
Brendan Dillon, M6vipo Avunp6owno g
IpAavdiag, o enionpo aitnpa yia v éviagn
¢ EAGSag oug Eupwnaikég Kovotnteg,
otav n Iphavdia Kateixe v €K NEPITPOMNG
npoedpia tou Eupwnaikou Zuppouliou.

EC - Audiovisual Service, © European
Communities, 1975

5. Formal request for accession of Greece
to the EC

On June 12, 1975, Stephane Stathatos,
Head of the Mission of Greece to the EC,
presents to Brendan Dillon, Irish Permanent
Representative, the formal request for
accession of Greece to the European
Communities, when Ireland held

the rotating presidency of the European
Council.

EC - Audiovisual Service, © European
Communities, 1975

6. Keipeva oV Tou Xtépavou Ztabdtou,
Mévipou Avtimpoownou g EANGSag

omv EOK, kai tou Brendan Dillon,

Mévipou Avtinpdéownou tng IpAavdiag,
OTNV TEAETN UNOPOANG TOU ENiONOU
aitpatog évtagng g EANadag otig EK,

12 louviou 1975.

Historical Archives of the European Commission

6. Speeches by Stefanos Stathatos,
Permanent Representative of Greece

to the EEC, and Brendan Dillon,

Permanent Representative of Ireland,

at the ceremony for the submission

of Greece's official application to join the EC,
June 12, 1975.

Historical Archives of the European Commission
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7. Yuvévteu€n TUnou Tng ENANVIKAG
avtimpoowneiag: Xtépavog Xtaddtog,
Mévipog Avtunpéownog tng EAGSag

otnv EOK (otn péon), kai Fpnyépng Bdpong,
YUpBoulog tou MpwBunoupyou (ota 6e€id),
12 louviou 1975

EC - Audiovisual Service, © European
Communities, 1975

7. Press conference by the Greek
delegation: Stephanos Stathatos,

(in the middle),

and Grigoris Varfis, Adviser to the Greek
Prime Minister (on the right),

June 12, 1975

EC - Audiovisual Service, © European
Communities, 1975
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8. «Opoonua otig oxéoeig EOK-EANadag»,
['vooun yia v aitnon ¢ EAAadag

via évtagn (petapipdotnke oto LuppoUNio
anod v Emtponn otig 29 lavouapiou 1976),
Evnuepwtiko AeAtio twv Eupwnaikwv
Kowotitwy, Tupninpwya 2/76

Historical Archives of the European Commission

8. "Milestones in EEC-Greece relations",
Opinion on Greek application

for membership (transmitted to the Council
by the Commission on 29 January 1976),
Bulletin of the European Communities,
Supplement 2/76

Historical Archives of the European Commission
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H EXTAZH 9. EOK. H évraén ¢ EAAddog, ékdoon Tevikng
FHE FAAAAOY Ipapuateiag Tunou kar MAnpogopiwy, 1979
: 181wtk ZuNoyn

- 9. EEC. Greece's accession, publication of Press
and Information General Secretariat, 1979

Private Collection
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10. Teletn oto Méyapo tng Malaidg Bouhng,
Ue thv eukaipia tng enionung €10660u g EAANASag
otwv EOK, 1 lavouapiou 1981

BiBAio6nkn tng Boukng, KoivoBouleutikn Luhhoyn, @wt. Nt. Apyupdnoulog

10. Ceremony at the Old Parliament House

on the occasion of Greece's official accession

to the EEC, January 1, 1981

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection, photo D. Argyropoulos
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11. E€hgulo yia v enionpn anodoxn Tou aithpatog éviagng
¢ EANGSag oty EOK, nepiodikd Néa Mok,

€106 2, ©. 5/dePpoudpiog 1976,

okitoo dwn¢ Mewpyouldkng (Fotis)

BiBA106nkn g Boung, BiBAioBrkn MoAnG,

YuMoyn Huepnaiou kai Tepiodikou Tunou

11. Cover on the occasion of the official acceptance of Greece's
application to join the EEC, Nea Politiki magazine, year 2,

issue 5/February 1976,

cartoon by Fotis Georgoulakis (Fotis)

Hellenic Parliament Library, City Library,
Daily and Periodical Press Collection

12. Mrvupa tou Kwvotavtivou Kapapavin
yia Tnv anodoxn tou artnpatog évtaéng g EAAadag otnv EOK,
10 ®eBpouapiou 1976

‘16pupa «Kwvotavtivog I'. KapapavAng»

12. Message by Konstantinos Karamanlis
on the acceptance of Greece's application to join the EEC,
February 10, 1976

"Konstantinos G. Karamanlis" Foundation
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13. Tlaoxahivih euxetnpia kdpta

tou Bouleutn I. A. Aalakoupa,

He Bépa tnv anodoxn g EANASag
otnv EOK w¢ 100u péhoug,

okitoo Znupog Opvepdkng
BipAi0Onkn ¢ BouAng. Mnevdakeiog
BiBho6nkn, Apxeio Bipyiviag Tooudepou

13. Easter greeting card by MP G.D.
Dalakouras, on the occasion

of Greece's acceptance into the EEC
as the 10th member,

cartoon by Spiros Ornerakis

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios
Library, Virginia Tsouderou Archive
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14. Eniokewn tou MNpwbunoupyol Kwvotavtivou Kapapavin otnv EOK, 27 lavouapiou 1978.

0 Roy Jenkins, Tlpéedpog tng Eupwnaikng Emtponng, unodéxetal tov Kwvotavtivo Kapapavin,
27 lavouapiou 1978. 'Htav n np@tn @opd nou n Emitponn unodéxbnke EAAnva Mpwbunoupyo.
H Emitponn tov guvexdpn yia v anokatdotaon tng Anpokpartiag otnv EANGSa.

EC - Audiovisual Service, © European Communities, 1978

14. Visit of Konstantinos Karamanlis, Greek Prime Minister, to the CEC, January 27, 1978.

Roy Jenkins, President of the CEC, received Konstantinos Karamanlis, Greek Prime Minister.
It was the first time that the Commission had ever received a Greek Prime Minister.
The Commission congratulated him on the restoration of democracy in Greece.

EC - Audiovisual Service, © European Communities, 1978



16. Avapvnotkn @wtoypagpia

NG unoypapng g Xuvonkng Evtagng
¢ EANGdag otic Eupwnaikég Koivotnteg
oto Zanneio, 28 Maiou 1979

H EANGSa Ba yivel to 100 Kpdtog Méhog
ané v 1n lavouapiou 1981

‘16pupa «Kwvotavtivog I'. KapapavAng»

16. Group photo from the signing
ceremony of the Accession Treaty

of Greece to the European Communities,
at Zappeion Megaron, May 28, 1979

Greece will become the 10th Member
State from January 1, 1981.

"Konstantinos G. Karamanlis" Foundation
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15. Ynoypapn g Xuvonkng Evtaéng tng EAMGSag oug
Eupwnaikég Kovdtnteg anod tov Kwvotavtivo Kapapavin
oto Zanneio, 28 Mafou 1979

16pupa «Kwvotavtivog I'. KapapavAng»

15. Signature of the Accession Treaty of Greece
to the European Communities by the Greek Prime Minister
Konstantinos Karamanlis, May 28, 1979

"Konstantinos G. Karamanlis" Foundation
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17. Ynoypapn g Xuvonkng Eviaéng
¢ EAN\Adag ot Eupwnaikég Kovotnteg
oto Zdannelo, 28 Maiou 1979

OuiNia Tou Kwvotavtivou Kapapavin
napouoia v Valéry Giscard d'Estaing,
Jean Frangois-Poncet, Pierre
Bernard-Reymond kai Luc de La Barre
de Nanteuil (kaBiopévor otnv npdn oeIpd,
ano 6e€1d npog apioTepd)

EC - Audiovisual Service, © European
Communities, 1979

17. Signature of the accession treaty
of Greece to the European Communities
at Zappeion Megaron, May 28, 1979

Speech by Konstantinos Karamanlis,

at the podium, in the presence of Valéry
Giscard d'Estaing, Jean Francois-Poncet,
Pierre Bernard-Reymond and Luc de La
Barre de Nanteuil (seated in the front row,
from right to left)

EC - Audiovisual Service, © European
Communities, 1979

18. Ynoypapn g Xuvonkng Evtaéng tg EANGSag
ot¢ Eupwnaikég Kovotnteg oto Zannelio,
28 Maiou 1979

EC - Audiovisual Service, © European Communities, 1979

18. Signing ceremony of the Accession Treaty
of Greece to the European Communities,
May 28, 1979

EC - Audiovisual Service, © European Communities, 1979
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19. Yuykévtpwon unép G eUPWNATKAG OAOKANPWONG, LETA TNV unoypa@n g Xuvonkng Mpoox@pnong. Zto navd
avaypdpetal 1o oUvOnua: Evopévor otnv EOK aywvidopaote yia €ipfivn — eunpepia - npdodo — dnpokpatia.

EC - Audiovisual Service, © European Communities, 1979

19. Demonstration following the signing of the Accession Treaty, in favour of the European integration. Written [in
Greek language] on the banner: United in the EEC we fight for peace -welfare - progress- democracy.

EC - Audiovisual Service, © European Communities, 1979
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20. YuyKkévtpwon unép NG EUPWNATKAG OAOKANPWONG, HETG TNV unoypapn tg Xuvonkng MNpooxwpnong.
210 navoé avaypdeetal 1o ouvenua: H EANGG &ékato pélog tng EOK.
EC - Audiovisual Service, © European Communities, 1979

20. Demonstration following the signing of the Accession Treaty, in favour of the European integration.
Written in Greek language on the banner: Greece as 10th EEC Member State.
EC - Audiovisual Service, © European Communities, 1979
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22. Avapvnotikn ékd0oon YPAaUUATOONHWV
via v €i0odo tng EANGdag otnv EOK,
28 Maiou 1979

Oi\otehikO Kar Taxudpopuikd Mouaeio,
oxediaon T1. Tpdppalog — B. Kwvotavtivéag

22. Commemorative stamp edition for Greece's
entry into the EEC,
May 28, 1979

HELLAT
T’
Philatelic and Postal Museum, E A A |:= z

design by P. Gravvalos - V. Konstantineas
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23. Avapvnoukn o€ipd ypappatoonpwy yia v Mpoedpia g EANGdag otnv Eupwnaikn Evwon,
16 Anpihiou 2003

Oi\otehiko Kar Taxudpopikd Mouaeio, oxediaon T1. Zevikoudakng — M. Tlanadnuntpiou — M. Bap&omnoulou

23. Commemorative stamp edition for Greece's Presidency of the European Union,
April 16, 2003
Philatelic and Postal Museum, design by P. Xenikoudakis — M. Papadimitriou — M. Vardopoulou






ENOTHTA A - AIKAIQMATA KAl EAEYSGEPIEX

SECTION D - RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS






H 106tnta twv pUAwv

To XUvtaypa tou 1975 onpatoddtnoe pia Babid toun otn
VOHIKN Kal KOIVeVIKN B€on g yuvaikag oy EAAda, ebpaim-
VOVTAC YId NP@TN @opd He auotnpd SEOPEUTIKO TPOMO TNV
apxn g NAnpoug 106TnTag Petagl avdpwv Kal yuvaikov. H
avayvmpion g 100Tntag twv eUAwV €0e0e TIG BACEIC via
BeopikéG petappubpioelg and ta €hn g dekaetiag Tou 1970,
pe ™ Suvapikn KIVNTOmoinon TwV YUVAIKEIWV 0pYAVOOEWY,
AUTOVOUWV OpddwV Kal OWHATEIWV MOV, HE TIC andWEIC Kdal
TIC NPOTACEIG TOuG NPOog tnv Enitponn AvaBewpnong tou Xu-
viaypatog kar tv Olopéleia tng BouAng, eixav ouppdlel
0UO100TIKA oTn S1apdp@won Tou dpBpou 4. ANWOTE, n ava-
knpuén tou €toug 1975 and tov OHE wg Aiebvoug Etoug
¢ luvaikag édwoe peydhn @Bnon otn dpaotnpionoinon
TWV YUVAIK@V yia Tn d1ekdiknon tng 100vopiag.

H 106tta twv eUAwV anoppéel anod 1o dpbpo 4 nap. 2 tou
Yuvtdypatog: «O1 EA\nveg kai o1 ENnvideg éxouv ioa &i-
KAIOUATA KAl UMIOXPEWTEIG» Kal and To apbpo 116 nap. 2,
onwg avadewpnonke 1o 2001: «Aev anotelei S1dkpion AOyw
(UAOU N ANYn BETIKOV PETPWV YIA TNV NPowOnon g 106tn-
TaG YeTallu avdpwv Kal Yuvaik®v. To Kpdtog pepipvd yia
NV Apon TWV AVIOOTAT®WV NOU ugiotavtal oty npdgn, 16iwg
o€ BApog Twv yuvaik®v». O1 napandvw diatdgeig kabiotouv
TNV 100TNTA TWV QUAWV OUVTAYHATIKA €yyunuévo Sikainua,
anayopevouv kabe dueon n éupeon SiAkpIon Kal KABIEPWVOUV
évav Kavova nou deopevel MANPWS TN VOUOBETIKN, EKTEAEOTIKN
ka1 Sikaotikn e€ouoia.

H petousiwon tg ouvtaypaukng apxng oe npdén npaypato-
NoMONKe e VOPOOETIKEG PETapPUBUIOEIS TIOU avapdppwaoav
OUVOMNIKA TIG OTKOYEVEIAKEG OXETEIG KAl AannXoUoav O€ PEYANO
Babuod Ta armpata nou diatun@vovtav and To YUVAIKEIO Ki-
vnpa. To dpBpo 116, nap. 1 tou Zuvtaypatog 6pie v Ka-
Tdpynon Siatdewv avtibetwy e 10 apbpo 4 nap. 2, pe anw-
1at0 6p1o v 31n AekepPpiou 1982. H petappubuiotikn
npoonddeia ekivnoe and 1o 1976 pe m olotaon tng Vouo-

Gender equality

The Constitution of 1975 marked a profound turning point
in the legal and social status of women in Greece, establi-
shing for the first time in a strictly binding way the principle
of full equality between men and women. The recognition
of gender equality laid the groundwork for institutional re-
forms from the late 1970s, driven by the dynamic mobi-
lization of women's organizations, autonomous groups,
and associations, whose opinions and proposals to the
Constitutional Revision Committee and the Plenum had
substantially contributed to the shaping of Article 4. More-
over, the proclamation of 1975 by the UN as the Inter-
national Year of Women gave a significant boost to
women's activism in the pursuit of equal rights.

Gender equality stems from Article 4, par. 2 of the Consti-
tution: "Greek men and women have equal rights and obli-
gations", and from Article 116, par. 2, as revised in 2001:
"The taking of positive measures to promote equality be-
tween men and women does not constitute gender dis-
crimination. The State ensures the elimination of inequal-
ities that exist in practice, particularly against women".
The above provisions make gender equality a constitu-
tionally guaranteed right, prohibit any direct or indirect
discrimination, and establish a rule that fully binds the
legislative, executive, and judicial authorities.

The implementation of the constitutional principle into
practice was achieved through legislative reforms that
comprehensively restructured family relations and largely
reflected the demands expressed by the women's move-
ment. Article 116, par. 1, of the Constitution stipulated
that "Existing provisions contrary to Article 1, par. 2, shall
remain in force pending their abolition by statute not later
than December 31, 1982". The reform effort began in
1976 with the establishment of the legislative preparatory
'Gazi Committee' for the modernization of family law. Law
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napackevaotikng «Emtponng Madh» yia Tov EKOUYXPOVIOUO
TOU OlKoyevelakou dikaiou. Me tov vépo 1288,/1982 cuotd-
Onke 10 Xuppouhio lodtntag twv GUAWV, unnpeoia pe appo-
d16tnteg yvopodotnong kar avagopds aneudeiag otov Mpw-
Bunoupyod, nou apyotepa PeTeeAixOnke o€ ave€dptntn
unnpeoia tou Ynoupyeiou lNMpoedpiag. O vépog 1329,/1983,
nou Bewpndbnke wg o Mo NPoodeUTIKOG TG Eupwnng, Kato-
XxUpwaoe Kal ouolactikd v 10ovopia twv dUo @UAwv. Me tov
V€O VOO KaB1EpwBnKe n 106TNTa TV ou{Uywv péoa otnv ol-
KOVYEVEIQ, KATApYNONKE 0 avaxpovioTkog Beopd TG NPoikag,
n natpikn €€oucia avikataoTtdonke and t YOVIKN PéEPIUVA,
petappubpiotnke 10 Oikaio yia 10 S1aduyio, nPoPAEPONKE n
d1atNPNon Tou ENWVUHOU TV oUywV PETA TOV YAHO, Katap-
yRONKe n S1dKpIoN TV NAIdINV O€ EVIOS Kal eKTOC YAUoU, HE
NANPN €&iowon SIKAIWUATWY KAl UNIOXPEWDOEWV.

0 vopog 1329/1983 anotéleoe 10 €NiKEVIPO Piag YeVIKOTE-
pNG VOUOBETIKNG Npoondbelag PetappUBUIoNG TOU OIKOYEVEI-
akou O1kaiou, n onoia oAOKANP®ONKeE kal and dAAa, Npoyeve-
otepa N UeTayevéoTepa vopoBetnpuata (ouvolikd 16), ue
onpavtikdtepo tov vopo 1250/1982 nou kabiépwoe tov no-
NTIKO YALO WG 100TILO UE TOV BpNOKEUTIKG. YNO TO WS TV
O1EKOIKNOEWV TWV YUVAIKEIWV KIVNUATWV Ul00etnOnkav Kai
AA\O1 VOLI01 MOU OAOKANPWOAV TN VOUOBETIKA 100vopia TV
dU0 PUAWV.

1288/1982 established the Gender Equality Council, an
advisory service reporting directly to the Prime Minister,
which later evolved into an independent service within the
Ministry of the Presidency. Law 1329/1983, which was
considered to be the most progressive in Europe, effectively
enshrined gender equality. The new law established equality
between spouses within the family, abolished the outdated
institution of dowry, replaced paternal authority with pa-
rental responsibility, reformed the law on divorce, stipulated
the retention of the spouses' surmames after marriage, and
abolished the distinction between legitimate and illegitimate
children, with full equality of rights and obligations.

Law 1329/1983 was the main reference of a more general
legislative effort to reform family law, which was completed
by other, earlier or later, legislative acts (16 in total), the
most important of which was Law 1250/1982, which es-
tablished civil marriage as equal to religious marriage. In
light of the demands of women's movements, other laws
were adopted that completed the legislative equality of
the two sexes.
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1. Anpntpng Mutapdc, Konédeg, 1982, petafotunia o€ xapTi
© EQvikn MivakoBnkn-Mouoeio AAe€avdpou Zoutoou (E.T.M.A.L.)

1. Dimitris Mytaras, Young Women, 1982, silkscreen on paper
© National Gallery-Alexandros Soutsos Museum (N.G.A.S.M.)
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2. Baow Mek\dpn-Angst, Kéunot kat evrdoeig, 2000, xaAkog o€ atodhi otov apyaleid, 55 x 70 ex.
Bouln twv EANAvawv, ZuMovn Epywv Téxvng

2. Vasso Peklari-Angst, Knots and Tensions, 2000, copper on steel in the loom 55 x 70 cm
Hellenic Parliament, Art Collection
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3. Kdpta g Xuvtoviotikng Emitponng
Epyadopévwv Muvaikav, «1975 Aiebvég €tog
yuvaikag 8 tou Mdptn Aiebvn Huépa tng
Epyadépevng Muvaikag».

0 OHE avaknpu&e 10 1975 wg Aiebvég Etog

¢ MNuvaikag kar 8Uo xpovia apyotepa, 10 1977,
KAAEDE ONEG TIG XWPEG VA AVAYVWPIoOUV

v 8n Maptiou w¢ nuépa aymva yia ta Sikaiduata
TV YUVAIKOV Kail Tn Siebvn elpnvn.

AZKI, Apxeio Zwyiag Xpovakn

3. Card of the Coordinating Committee of
Working Women, "1975 International Year
of Women 8 March International Working
Women's Day".

The UN declared 1975 as the International Year
of Women and, two years later in 1977,

called on all countries to recognize 8 March

as a day of struggle for women's rights

and international peace.

ASKI, Zoya Chronaki Archive
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4. Juyxpovn yuvaika atevidoviag 1o uéAdov
Avauvnotikn ogipd Ypaupatoonpuwy yia 1o Algbvég
‘Etog lNuvaikag, 29 XentepPpiov 1975.

Oi\otehiko kar Taxudpopikd Mouaeio,

oxediaon T1. TpapBaiog — B. Kwvotavtivéag

4. Contemporary Woman Gazing at the Future
Commemorative stamp edition for the International
Year of Women, September 29, 1975.

Philatelic and Postal Museum,
design by P. Gravvalos - V. Konstantineas
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5. «H EN\nvida kai n ToAtikn», dpBpo oto nep1odikéd Muvaika,
™. 647/30.10.1974, 0. 50-52

BiBAioOnkn tng Boukng, BiBAioBnkn T1oANG, Zuhoyn Huepnaoiou kai Mepiodikou Tunou

5. "The Greek Woman and Politics", article in the Gynaika magazine,
issue 647,/30.10.1974, pp. 50-52

Hellenic Parliament Library, City Library, Daily and Periodical Press Collection
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6. Aetio Emitponnic Epyaoiag yia v 16puon lNaveAdadikiic Opoonovéiag Muvaikav, @. 3 /louvng-louing 1976

Y10 €€OQUANO N pwToypApia and v 1I6pUTIKA cuvéleuon atov Kivnuatoypdgo «Ihiov» otig 20 louviou 1976,

otv onoia ouppeteixav 44 yuvaikeia oopateia kar oUAoyol, HeTafl dAwv n Anpokpatikn Evoon Néwv Muvaikov,
n Mpoodeutikn Evwon Mntépwv ENGSag, n Mavelivia Evwon Noikokup®v, n Evwon EAMnvidwv Nopikmv.

TG Baoikég H1ekSIKNOEIG TNG 0PYAVWONG CUYKATAAEYOVTIAV Td EpYAciakd Kal ao@alioTikd SIKAI®UATA TV YUVAIK®V,
N avayvwpion g KOIVeVIKNnG agiag TG untpotnTag, n ungpdonion tng €IpNVNG Kal 0 aywmvag

KaTd Twv NUPNVIK®V SOKINMV Kal TwV €E0NMAIOUMV.

BiBAioOnkn g Boulng, Mnevdkeiog BiBModnkn, Apxeio Bipyiviag Taoudepou

6. Newsletter of the Working Committee for the Establishment

of the Panhellenic Federation of Women, issue 3/June-July 1976

On the cover: a photograph from the founding assembly at the "llion" cinema on June 20, 1976, attended by 44
women's associations and clubs, including the Democratic Union of Young Women, the Progressive Union

of Mothers of Greece, the Panhellenic Housewives' Association, and the Union of Greek Women Lawyers.

The organization's main demands included women's labour and social security rights,

recognition of the social value of motherhood, defense of peace, and opposition to nuclear tests and armaments.

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library, Virginia Tsouderou Archive



8. Avoxté napdBupo, Siunviaio NePIOSIKO NG
‘Evwong Muvaik@v EANGSag nou Eekivnoe thv
KukAopopia tou 10 1979. To 1976 15pUetal
otnv ABnva n ‘Evwon Muvaikov ENGdag (EE)
He npoedpo ™ Mapyapita Manavépéou. H ETE
oUVTOUd anoKTd napapTnpata o€ 6An v
X0Pa, eV ot S1dpKela TNG SEKAETIAg Tou
1980 Ba &eNix0ei o€ 181aitepa padkn
YUVaIKEia opydvwon.

BiBAioOnkn g Boukng, BipAioBnkn ToANG,

YuMoyn Huepnaiou kai TNepiodikou Tunou

8. Anoichto Parathyro, bimonthly magazine
of the Union of Greek Women, first published
in 1979. In 1976, the Union of Greek Women

(EGE) was founded in Athens, with Margarita
Papandreou as president. EGE soon
established branches throughout the country
and, during the 1980s, developed into a
particularly large women'’s organization.
Hellenic Parliament Library, City Library,

Daily and Periodical Press Collection
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7. To beAtio ¢ kivnong dnuokpatikwv yuvaikav, tx.1/dheBapng 1976

To 1974 16pUetal n npwtn padkn yuvaikeia opydvwon tng MetanoAiteuong,
n Kivnon Anpokpatukov Muvaikev (KAT) pe kipia emdiwén v 106tnta twv
PUAWV 11€00 DEOUIKOV PETappubpiocwy Kal dnpdoia opyavwpévmy

KIVNTOMOINCEWV.
BiBAioB1ikn tg Boulng, Mnevdkeiog BiBhioB1kn, Apxeio Bipyiviag Tooudepou

7. Newsletter of the democratic women'’s movement, issue 1/February 1976
In 1974, the first mass women's organization of the post-dictatorship period
was founded: the Democratic Women's Movement (KDG), whose main
objective was gender equality through institutional reforms and publicly
organized mobilizations.

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library, Virginia Tsouderou Archive

9. Jkouna yia 1o yuvaikeio ditnua, ™. 1/lavoudpiog 1979

H JkouUna ftav 10 MP®TO €VIUNO NMOU €I0AYAYE TNV AVANTUOCOUEVN QEUIVIOTIKN Bewpia otnv EAN\Ada.
H apBpoypapia Tou nep1odikol KAAUNTE TNV 10TOPIKOTNTA TWV YUVAIKEiwV SIEKSIKNOEWVY 0N XWPA, TwV SIEPYACI®V 0TO QEUIVIOTIKO Kivnua Kal Toug
avTioToIXoug NMPOBANUATIONOUE Nou Siatunmvovtav o AANEG XDPEG. LUVONIKA ekdOONKav 5 teuxn kal ¢ 10 1981 kukhopopouoe og 5.000 avtituna.

BiBAioB1ikn g Bouhig, BiBhioBrikn TMoAng, ZuAoyn Huepnaiou kai Tepiodikou Tunou

9. Skoupa gia to Gynaikeio Zitima, issue 1/January 1979

Skoupa was the first publication to introduce the developing feminist theory in Greece. Its articles covered the historical context of women's
claims in the country, developments in the feminist movement, and related debates taking place in other countries. In total, 5 issues were

published, circulating 5,000 copies by 1981.
Hellenic Parliament Library, City Library, Daily and Periodical Press Collection
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10. Xnpeiwpa yia tov TUNo pe a@opun T0 OEUIVAPIO TOU
Siopyavwbnke and ta Xuvepyaldpeva Muvaikeia
Ywpateia otig 18-19 OxtwPpiou 1975, oto nhaioio tou
Miebvoug ‘Etoug g Muvaikag, e T OUPPETOXN TNG
levikng Mpappatéa tou OHE, XéEAB1 Zimha. Tnv enionun
€vapén TwV €pYACIWV TOU OEpIvapiou, oto Eevodoxeio
«Xiktov», knpuge o Mpdedpog tng Anpokpartiag
Kwvotavtivog Todtoog, eve XaIpetioTnpIo pnvupa
anéoteile o Mpwbunoupydg Kwvotavtivog KapapavAng.
BiBA06nKNn g BouAng, Mnevdkeiog BiBAioBnkn,

Apxeio Bipyiviag Tooudepou

10. Press release on the occasion of the seminar
organized by the Cooperating Women's Associations
on October 18-19, 1975, in the context of
International Women's Year, with the participation of
the UN Secretary-General, Helvi Sipila. The seminar
was declared officially open by the President of the
Republic, Konstantinos Tsatsos, at the Hilton Hotel,
while a welcome message was sent by the Prime
Minister, Konstantinos Karamanlis.

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library,
Virginia Tsouderou Archive
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11. Joiyya: peuviotikd kat dAAa, ™. 1/louhiog 1980
H Jopiyya ekd6Onke and opdda yuvaikdv ToU autdvouou
X(OPOU. XT0 HOVAdIKO TEUXOG MOU KUKAOQOPNOE, UNNPXE
HeTagl AWV, EKTETAUEVO APIEPWHA OTO AUTOVOLO
(PEUVIOTIKO KivNua L€ KEIJEVA autonapouaciaong NoAA@Y
YUVAIKEI®V Opadwv.

Apxeio Nuvaikav «AeA@UG»

11. Sphinx: feminist and other, issue 1/July 1980

Sphinx was published by a group of women from the
autonomous movement. In its only issue, it included, among
other things, an extensive feature on the autonomous
feminist movement, with self-presentations from many
WOmenN's groups.

Women's Archive "Delphys"

12. Yuykévipwon pe apopun tv Huépa g Muvaikag
ot 8 Maptiou 1980, Zpiyya, ™. 1/loukiog 1980

12. Gathering on International Women's Day, 8 March 1980,
Sphinx, issue 1/July 1980
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13. Evnuepwtikd pové@uilo g Emitponng Ayava yia tnv ANayn tou
OrkoyevelakoU Aikaiou, Mdptiog 1980

BiBA06nkn g Boulng, Mnevdkeiog BiBAiobnkn, Apxeio Bipyiviag Taoudepou

13. Leaflet of the Committee for the Reform of Family Law, March 1980
Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library, Virginia Tsouderou Archive
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15. Avakoivwon-kaheoua g
Yuvtovioukng Emitponng
EKNPOOMNWV YUVAIKEIWV ZWUATEIWV
yia 1o Oikoyevelakd Aikaio o€
OUYKEVTPpwon ota TponUAaia Tou
Navemotnuiou yia TNV ouGIAoTIKN
VouIKN 100Tipia g Muvaikag,

6 NoepBpiou 1980

levikn Mpappateia lodtntag

kal AvBpwnivwv AIKaiopdtwv

15. Announcement-call from the
Coordinating Committee of
Representatives of Women's
Associations on Family Law for a
gathering at the University of
Athens, Propylaea, for substantive
legal equality of women,
November 6, 1980

General Secretariat for Equality
and Human Rights

14. TlpéokAnon tng Emtponng Ay@va yia tv ANkayn
Tou O1KoyevelakoU AlKaiou 0Tn CUYKEVTPWON OTd
MponuAaia tou Mavemotnpiou, 6 Oktwppiou 1980

[evikn Mpappateia lodtntag kar AvBpwnivwv AiKaiopdtwv

14. Invitation of the Committee for the Reform of
Family Law to the gathering at the University of
Athens, Propylaea, October 6, 1980

General Secretariat for Equality and Human Rights
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16. Xuywotuno and ouykévipwon ota MNMponuiaia tou Mavemotnpiou yia v Huépa g Muvaikag. Xtnv eikdva Siakpivetar 1o
okitoo g Ntivag Kapaxdhiou pe 1o ouvOnpa «Aev gipal Tou natpog pou, Sev eipal Tou avdpdg pou, BéNw vapar o autog Hou»,

8 Maptiou 1981
‘16pupa g Boulng twv EAMAVwvY, @wT. ABnvd Aekkdkou

16. Snapshot from the gathering at the University of Athens, Propylaea, on International Women's Day. The image shows
Dina Karachalios' sketch with the slogan "l am not my father's, | am not my husband's, | want to be myself", March 8, 1981

Hellenic Parliament Foundation, photo Athina Lekkakou
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17. ®ul\Gdio g Zuvtovioukng Emitponng
EKNPOOMN®YV YUVAIKEIWV LOUATEIOV YIa TO
Orkoyevelakd Aikaio kai th Xtpdteuon

«yld TV MANPN KaAl OUCIA0TIKN avapdp@won
TOU OIKOYEVEIaKoU dikaiou — yia Tnv 100Tipia
OTNV 0IKOYEVEID Kal TN {wN», X.X.

[evikn Mpappateia lodtntag kar AvBpwnivwv
AKaiwpdtwv

End o B mud vy, 0 ) . ]

iy eI 4 17. Pamphlet of the Coordinating Committee
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on Family Law and Military Service "for the
complete and substantive reform of family law
- for equality in the family and in life", n.d.

General Secretariat for Equality and Human Rights
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19. Yuvévteuén tou opodtipou Kabnynth tou Aotikou Aikaiou
Avdpéa ladn, Tpoédpou TG voponapackeuaotikng Emtponng yia
v aMayn tou Oikoyeveiakou Aikaiou, €. EAcuBepotunia,

11 louviou 1980

BiBAi06nkn tng Boukng, BiBAioBnkn ToANnG, Zuhoyn Huepnolou kai
TMeprodikou Tunou

19. Interview with Emeritus Professor of Civil Law Andreas
Gazis, Chair of the Drafting Committee for the reform of Family
Law, Eleftherotypia newspaper, June 11, 1980

Hellenic Parliament Library, City Library, Daily and Periodical Press
Collection

20. 0 Aydvac ¢ luvaikag, 1o pakpopiotepo neplodikd yia ta
yuvaikeia Sikaiopata nou €€816¢ 0 LUvdeopog yia ta Aikaidpata
g Muvaikag (XA and 1o 1923

To 10T0pIKO owateio, NOU ENAVAAEITOUPYNOE AUECWG HETA TNV
ntwon g Aiktatopiag, pe Mpdedpd tou v Kabnyntpia
EykAnuatoAloyiag Ahikn NMwtonoUulou-MapaykonoUAou,
ouppeteixe ouotnpatika otig diepyacieg nou odnynoav otn
Siapdpewon Tou véou BeopikoU nAaioiou yia pia ogipd MTNUAtwv
OXETIKWV 1€ TNV 100TNTA TwV QUAWV, LE NPOYPAUUATIKG OTOXO TOU
v «MANPN 1060TNTA TwV QUAWV 0TO VOLO Kal oTnV npdgn».

To nep10d1kd dpxioe va enavekdidetar Tov lavoudpio 1979.
BiBAioB1ikn ¢ Bouliig, BiBhioBrikn TMoANng, Zuhoyn Huegpnaiou kai
TMep1odikou Tunou

20. O Agonas tis Gynaikas, the longest-running magazine

on women's rights, published by the Association for Women's
Rights (SDG) since 1923

The historic association, which resumed operations immediately
after the fall of the Dictatorship, under the presidency of
Criminology Professor Aliki Giotopoulou-Maragkopoulou,

Nopog xat Oixoyeveia, participated systematically in the processes that led to the

. . . . establishment of the new institutional framework for issues
To Meo Dixo YEVECIOKD pmog related to gender equality, with its programmatic aim being
fiKaio "full equality of the sexes in law and in practice".

The magazine resumed publication in January 1979.

Hellenic Parliament Library, City Library, Daily and Periodical Press
Collection
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25. Owoyevelaro Aikaio, eikovoypagnuévn €kdoon tou Lupfouliou
lodtntag, pe TG alayég nou enépepe o v. 1329,/1983

(GEK A" 25/18.2.1983)
BiBAioOnkn g Boukng, KoivoBouleutikn Zuhhoyn

25. Family Law, illustrated edition by the Council for Gender Equality,
showing the amendments introduced by Law 1329/1983 (Government

Gazette A' 25/18.2.1983)
Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection






EAeuBepia okéyng kar ékppaong

H eheuBepia g EKPPaAoNG Kal TNG OKEYNG anoTeAE Paoiko
NMUA®VA TG QIAeAeUBepNG dnpokpatiag Kar BepéNIo TG ou-
viaypatukng tdéng. H katoxUpwon tng, oto XUviaypd tou
1975, 6ev anotehei povo tumikn Oepehinvon d1KAIOUATOC,
al\@ kar Bepehiddn toun petd v nepiodo tng Aiktatopiag,
otav n Aoyokpioia, n anaydpeuon PBIBAiwV Kal N KATAOTOAN
Tou TUnou ntav cuotnuatkéS. H petdBaon otn Anpokpatia
ONUATodATNOE Kal TNV ANOKATAOTAON TWV ATOUIKWOV O1KAIW-
Hdtwv, Pe 1o XUvtaypa tou 1975 va Siapoppmvel éva evi-
oxupévo nedio npootaciag g eAeubepiag g okEYNG, NG
ékppaong, ¢ 61adoong Twv 186wV, EVAPUOVIOPEVO LE TIG
apxé¢ Tou kpdtoug dikaiou Kai To 01EBVEG Kal eupwnaiko &i-
Kaio.

To X0vtaypa tou 1975 uviobetei éva e€aipetikd NPOOTATEUTIKO
HOVTENO YIa TNV eAeuBepia TNG EKPPAONG, AVIAMOKPIVOHUEVO
0Tn CUMNOYIKN anaitnon yia eEAAEIYN TV AuTapXIK®V Npa-
KTIKWOV NG nponyoupevng nepiodou. H nAnpng anayopeuon
MPOANMTIKAG AOYOKPIOIiaG Kal n evioxuon tng Beopikng Bw-
pAxiong tou TUnou anoteAoUv Xapaktnpiotkd deiypata autng
NG OUVTAyPaTiKngG npdOeong.

Y10 4p6po 14, nap. 1 1o Xuvtayua opider: «Kabévag pnopei va
ekppade kai va 61a6ider npoopikd, ypantd kai d1d tou TUnou
TOUG OTOXAOPOUC TOU TNPWVTAG TOuC VOUoUS Tou Kpdtoug».
H didtaén autn éxel duo Baoikég S1aotdoeig n eheubepia k-
(ppaong avayvwpietal w¢ atopikd dikaiopa, dppnkta ouvde-
SePEVo LE TNV MPOCWMIKOTNTA KAl TNV AUTOVOUIA TOU UMOKEI-
UEVOU, TOU eMITPENEl OX1 POVO TNV EKpPacn andwewv aAld
kar T &1ddoon Toug, otoixeio nou dieuplver To dikaiwpa Kai
TO €VTAOOEl OTNV KOIVWVIKN TOU Artoupyia. Tautdxpova, n
OUVTAYHATIKN NPOPAEWN agopd Kal Thv KOIVwViKn didotaon,
KaBWG n eAeubepia ékppaong evioxuel Tov dnpdoio didhoyo
Kal Tov moupahiopd. Tpdkertar yia Sikaiwpa «AEIToupyIkd
avaykaio» yia T Anuokpatia, agou n MONTKN CUUHETOXN
npounoBéter evnuépwon, O10POUAEUON Kal KPITIKA.

Freedom of thought and expression

Freedom of expression and speech is a fundamental pillar of
liberal democracy and the foundation of the constitutional
order. Its enshrining, in the 1975 Constitution, is not only a
formal foundation of a right, but also a fundamental break-
through after the period of the Dictatorship, when censorship,
banning books and suppression of the Press were systematic.
The transition to Democracy also marked the restoration of
individual rights, with the 1975 Constitution establishing a
strengthened field of protection for freedom of thought,
expression and the dissemination of ideas, in line with the
principles of the rule of law and international and European
law.

The 1975 Constitution adopts an extremely protective
model for freedom of expression, responding to the collec-
tive demand to eliminate the authoritarian practices of the
previous period. The complete prohibition of preventive
censorship and the strengthening of the institutional pro-
tection of the press are characteristic examples of this
constitutional intention.

In Article 14, par. 1, the Constitution stipulates: "Every
person may express and propagate his thoughts orally, in
writing and through the press in compliance with the laws
of the State". This provision has two basic dimensions
freedom of expression is recognized as an individual right,
inextricably linked to the personality and autonomy of the
subject, which allows not only the expression of opinions
but also their dissemination, an element that broadens the
right and integrates it into its social function. At the same
time, the constitutional provision also refers to the social
dimension, as freedom of expression strengthens public
debate and pluralism. This is a right that is "functionally
necessary" for Democracy, since political participation pre-
supposes information, consultation and criticism.
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Me v anokatdotaon g Anpokpatiag kai tnv KatoxUpwaon
NG eAeubepiag TS Ekppaong, 0 TUNog Bwpakiotnke Beopikd,
EV® N NoAugwvia Kar n eAeuBepn Siakivnon twv 10wV TPO-
@odotouv nAéov tov dnudaolo didloyo kar NPo@UAGooouUV
NV Kovwvia and v aubaipeaia kar tn oiwnn. H nveupatkn
KAl KAANITEXVIKN ONpIoupyia, H€oa o€ VEEG GUVONKEG eAeuBe-
piag, petatoniotnke anod pia Téxvn ouciwdWS MONTKN Kal
aywVvIoTIKA Katd v nepiodo tng Aiktatopiag, o€ VEEG NEPIO-
006TEPO atopikéC avalntnoelg, otn Siaxeipion Tou NPdoEATOU
napeAdoviog, otnv Kabnuepivotnta Kai 1o 1I01wTIKG. H ékpnén
otnv ekOOTIKN napaywyn kdde €idoug, n Avbion g HOUOTKNG
ka1 Tou Bedtpou, n oUvdeon g napadoong pe ™ ouyxpovn
NPAYHATIKOTNTA KAl TIC VEEC 10€0AOYIKEG TAOEIG, KABWE Kal n
aBpda ouppETOXN 0 MONTIOTKA OpWLEVA, ONIWS O CUVAUNIES,
OUVOETOUV TOV VEO MONTIOTIKO XAPTN.

With the restoration of Democracy and the establishment
of freedom of expression, the Press was institutionally
shielded, while pluralism and the free circulation of ideas
now fuel public debate and protect society from arbitrari-
ness and silence. Intellectual and artistic creation, within
new conditions of freedom, shifted from an art that was
essentially political and militant during the period of the
Dictatorship, to new, more individual pursuits, to the manage-
ment of the recent past, to everyday life and the private.
The explosion in publishing production of all kinds, the
flourishing of music and theater, the connection of tradition
with modern reality and new ideological trends, as well as
the mass participation in cultural events, such as concerts,
compose the new cultural map.
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1. Ywtnpng Xépoykag, lopta
AKPUNIKO, KApBouvo Kar peAdvi og pouoapd, 100 x 70 ek.
Bouln twv ENivev, Zuhoyn Epywov Téxvng

1. Sotiris Sorogas, Door
Acrylic, charcoal and ink on canvas 100 x 70 cm

Hellenic Parliament, Art Collection
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3. lakwPou KaunavéNin, To peydAo pac toipko, ABnva, Epueiag, 1975

To peydAo pac toipko ntav Beatpikn Napdotacn Nou Naixke NP @opd anod tov Biaco Kapén-Kaldkou
oto Béatpo «Abnvaiov» otig 22 louviou 1973. Anpioupydg Tou BeatpikoU épyou fitav o 1dkwpog
KapnavéNANg kai n Houcikn ntav Tou XTaupou =apxdkou. To épyo €yive oUPBOAO TOU ay@va Katd g
Aiktatopiag pe v aA\nyopia Tou, nou katdpOwoe £Eunva va diapuyel g Aoyokpioiag. Tov OKTmPpIo Tou
1973, Niyo mpiv tnv €&€yepon oto TMoAutexveio, 1o épyo diakdnnke Biaia and t Xouvta. H T¢vn Kapédn kai
0 Kwotag Kaldkog ouvengdnoav kai kpathénkav oto EAT-EXA, eve ouveAn@Onoav ek véou Katd tv
egéyepaon tou MoAutexveiou.

BiBAioBnkn tng BouAng, KorvoBouheutikn Zuhhoyn

3. lakovos Kambanellis, Our Great Circus, Athens, Ermeias, 1975

Our Great Circus was a theatrical production first performed by the Karezi-Kazakos troupe

at the "Athenaion" theatre on June 22, 1973.

The play was written by lakovos Kambanellis, with music composed by Stavros Xarchakos.

It became a symbol of the struggle against the Dictatorship, as its allegorical character allowed it to
cleverly evade censorship. In October 1973, shortly before the Athens Polytechnic uprising, the regime
violently shut down the production. Jenny Karezi and Kostas Kazakos were arrested and detained at the
Special Interrogation Dpt/Hellenic Military Police (EAT-ESA), and were arrested again during the
Polytechnic uprising.

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection



4. ENA (1) - AYO (2), ABnva,
Kébpog, 1973

H KukAo@opia TV NEPIodIKWMV
pe Aieubuvtn tov Avdpéa
Aevtakn anayopeUtnke and
Aiktatopia.

} £ = BiBAi06nkn g BouAng,
f a4 X Ty i BipNioBrikn TIOANG,

47ENA (1) - DYO (2), Athens,
Kedros Editions, 1973

The circulation of the
magazines, under the direction
of Andreas Lentakis, was
banned by the Dictatorship.
Hellenic Parliament Library,

~ City Library,

Daily and Periodical Press
Collection
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5. Aekaoxtd Keiueva, ABnva, Kédpog, 1970,

kal Néa Keiueva, ABnva, Kédpog, 1971

YUN\OYIKOf TOHO1 SINYNPATWV HE TN CUUPETOXN
OUYYPAQEWV Nou TOAUNCAv va dnpooieloouv ENMvVUA
Keileva, ota onoia, He AiyOTepo 1 NEPICOOTEPO
UNaiviktiko Tpono, unepaocnioviav tnv eAeUBepn
NVEULATIKN KAl KAANITEXVIKN Snpioupyia.

15 1wTiKn ZuNoyn

5. Eighteen Texts, Athens, Kedros Editions, 1970,
and New Texts, Athens, Kedros Editions, 1971
Collective volumes of short stories, written by
authors who dared to publish signed texts in which,
through more or less indirect references, they
defended freedom of intellectual and artistic

expression.
Private Collection
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6. Eionynukn ékBeon tou vopooxediou
«[lepi katapynoewg tou N.A. 346,/1969
“Tepi TUmou", enavagopdg ev 10xUi TwV UNo
TOUTOU KatapynBeiomv Siatdewv Kai
pUOUioEWG oUVAPWV BEPdTWV HEXPIG
€KOOOEWG VEOU KAl WAOKANPWUEVOU NEPi
TUnou kar Anpooioypagiag vopou»,

7 ®eBpouapiou 1975

Me tov v. 10/1975 (OEK A" 34/6.3.1975)
anokataotddnke n eAeubepia Tou TUNou Kai n
e\elBepn doknon g dnpooioypapiag.

BiBA106nkn g BouAng, KoivoBouleutika Apxeia

6. Explanatory report to the draft law

"On the abolition of Legislative Decree
346,/1969 ‘On the Press', the reinstatement
of the provisions abolished by it,

and the regulation of related matters

until the issuance of a new

and comprehensive law on the Press

and Journalism", February 7, 1975

With Law 10/1975 (Government Gazette

A 34/6.3.1975), freedom of the Press and
the free exercise of journalism were restored.

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Archives
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7. «Apoig anayopeloews Kukhopopiag PiBAiwv», 30 Auyouotou 1974

0 Aieubuvtnig g EBvikng BiBMoOnkng tng ENAadog, Kwvotavtivog Aiapdving,
avagpépel oto Tunpa BiBAoBnkav tou Ynoupyeiou Mohimopou kar Emotnumv
0T Ta BiBAia nou eixav anooupBei anod v KUkAo@opia enavatonofetonkav
ota BiBNootdaola kal Bpiokovial otn S1d6eon ToU avayvwmoTiKoU KOvou

E6vikn BiBAiobnkn tng EANGS0G, lotopikd Ynnpeaiakd Apxeio, ANnAoypagia nepi
andoupong eviunwv (1967-1974)

7. "Lifting of the ban on the circulation of books", August 30, 1974
Konstantinos Diamantis, Director of the National Library of Greece, informs
the Libraries Department of the Ministry of Culture & Sciences, that the
books previously withdrawn from circulation have been returned to the
stacks and are once again available to the reading public.

National Library of Greece, Historical Administrative Archive, Correspondence on the
withdrawal of printed material (1967-1974)

8. Avripaotouce. Taykoouiog ExBeaic [eAooypapiac - International
Cartoon Exhibition - Exposition International de Caricature, Abnvai,
Exdooeic Kaotaviotn, 1975

BiBAioOnkn tg Boukng, KoivoBouleutikn Zuhhoyn

8. Antifascism. International Cartoon Exhibition - Exposition International
de Caricature, Athens, Kastaniotis Editions, 1975

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection
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- 9. Aiatayn tou levikou EmiteAeiou Xtpatou (MEX) pe B¢éua «Mouaikai EkteNéoeig»,

HIC N OXETIKA [IE TN OUVEXION TNG ANAYOPEUONG EKTENEONG TWV £pYwV Tou Mikn Bg0dwpdkn,
o i meiiitl 'f".f"-E_ g 15 louviou 1968
S T - A st minen, i ['AK, Kevtpixn Ynnpeaia, Apxeio Mevikng Mpapuateiag Timou kai TIAnpo@opicov
ezl s o o i
P b i e [ - MR S
o B [ o Py 13 ] 9. Order of the Army General Staff (GES) entitled "Musical Performances",
o g ad concerning the continuation of the ban on performing the works
g U Rkl - of Mikis Theodorakis, June 15, 1968
Vel eyl ey e g Bicns} | peiliimay Thmd swiainerd

DO S e, o R By i A e General State Archives (GAK), Central Service, Archive of the General Secretariat
tnsus of Press & Information
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10. dwrtoypapia and 1o NONTIKG vIoKilaviép Tpayoudia ¢ dwtidg o€ oknvoBeaia Nikou Kotvboupou kai napaywyn g divog Gy, 1975
H tavia-«won otn Aeutepid» anotun®Vel Pe YAA@UPATNTA Kal OUVENEIA TO KAid NMOU EMIKPATOUOE PETA TNV MTWON TG XoUvTag

e enikevipo U0 eUBANTIKEG ouvaulieg nou €yivav oto Xtadio Kapaiokdkn pe tov Mikn 6eodwpdkn, kai oto ynnedo tou Mavadnvaikou

e tov NMdavvn Mapkonoulo, apéowg PETd v ntmon tg XouUviag tov loUAio 1974, kabdg kal AMNEG HadkéG EKONADOEIG

otnv ABnva tov NoéuBpio g idiag xpovidg, yia v Np@Tn eNETEI0 TOU MoAutexveiou.

TavioOnkn g EAAGS0g, ©@Xwtnpia Matdipn

10. Photograph from the political documentary Songs of Fire, directed by Nikos Koundouros and produced by Finos Film, 1975
The film, an "ode to freedom", vividly and faithfully captures the atmosphere following the fall of the Dictatorship,

focusing on two major concerts held at Karaiskakis Stadium with Mikis Theodorakis, and at the Panathinaikos Stadium

with Yannis Markopoulos, immediately after the Dictatorship’s fall in July 1974, as well as other mass events in Athens

in November of the same year, for the first anniversary of the Athens Polytechnic uprising.

Greek Film Archive, © Sotiria Matziris
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11. H ouvaulia tou Mikn Beodwpdkn yia tv Kunpo oto ynnedo Kapaiokdakn, 9 OktwBpiou 1974
APXEIO EPT A.E., pwt. Ap. Xappnk®Oota

11. The concert of Mikis Theodorakis for Cyprus at the Karaiskakis Stadium, October 9, 1974
ERT S.A. Archive, Ar. Sarrikostas Collection
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12. Aioviong XapBonoulog, Aéka xpovia kouudnia, NYPA 1975, e€mpulho: ANéENG Kupitadmnouhog

0 Siokog anotelei éva MONITIOTIKO VIOKOUPEVTO NMou QwTidel Tn SnpIoupyikn S1adpopn evog avinouxou KAANITEXVN, OE Hid nepiodo
KOIVWVIKNG Kal MONTIKAG petdBaong yia tv EANGSa. O XaPBoénoulog, 6nwg kai o1 undloimol KAANITEXVEG, Enpene va pabouv va phoUv Le
oupBoAa kai va xheuddouv v auBaipeaia, SiekdikdVTag xwpo eAeubepiag péoa otnv acpusia tng Aoyokpiaiag.

1&1wTiKn Zuhoyn

12. Dionysis Savvopoulos, Ten Years of Musical Pieces, LYRA 1975, cover by Alexis Kyritsopoulos

The album is a cultural document, highlighting the creative journey of a restless artist during a period of social and political
transition in Greece. Like other artists of the time, Savvopoulos had to learn to speak in symbols and mock arbitrariness, claiming
space for freedom under the suffocating constraints of censorship.

Private Collection
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13. ®uAAGdIo via tnv ExBeon épywv Zwypagikric kat FAUNTIKHG EUNVEUOLEV@Y and TOUG aywVeG
Kkat 1i¢ Buaieg e EAAnvidac yia Acutepid, Anpokpatia kat Kowvwvikn Aikatoouvn,
TMveupatiké Kévipo Anpou ABnvaiwv, 2-14 Maptiou 1977

AXKI, Apxeio ng Kivnong «H luvaika otnv Avtiotaon»

13. Pamphlet for the Exhibition of Paintings and Sculptures inspired by the Struggles and
Sacrifices of the Greek Woman for Freedom, Democracy and Social Justice,
Athens Municipal Cultural Center, March 2-14, 1977

ASKI, Archive of the "Women in Resistance" Movement

14. Xoupuoudn O Tuxodwking, 1974-1975

Mpdypappa napdotaong oto Béatpo «Bpetdvia» and 1o «EAeUBepo BEatpo», TNV NPWTONOPIaKn
npoondadeia nou é\aBe xopa otov adnvaikd Beatpikd xDpo, dtav oTi¢ apxég tou 1970, omv
kapdid g Xouvtag, Kavel v ePeavion e pia KAANITEXVIKN Opdda VEap®V ano@oitwv Tou
EBvikou Bedtpou, nou éuelle va ypdwel 10Topia kar va onpadéyel Tnv eENANVIKA Oeatpikn oknvi.

AXKI, Yulhoyn Beddwpou Mavvouon

14. Chourmouzis The Adventurer, 1974-1975

Performance program at the "Bretania" Theatre by the "Elefthero Theatro",

the avant-garde initiative that emerged in the Athenian theatrical scene in the early 1970s,
during the heart of the Dictatorship. This artistic group of young graduates from the National
Theatre School went on to make history and leave a lasting mark on Greek theatre.

ASKI, Theodoros Giannousis Collection

15. TMpodypappa g napdotaong Adeveg kat IMikpoddpves twv Anpntpn Kexaidn kar EAévng
XaBiapa, nou oknvoBémoe o Kapohog Kouv oto «B€atpo Téxvng»,

katd tn Bepivn nepiodo 1979-1980. To épyo Bewpeital n kate€oxnv NONITIKN Kwpwdia Tou
VEOENNVIKOU PEMEPTOPIOU Kal TO AVTINPOOWNEUTIKATEPO Oeiypa NG HETANOAEUIKAG AOYOTEXVIAG.

AXKI, Yulhoyn Beddwpou Mavvouon

15. Program for the performance for Laurel and Bitter Laurels by Dimitris Kechaidis and Eleni
Chaviara, directed by Karolos Koun at the "Theatro Technis", summer season 1979-1980. The
play is considered the quintessential political comedy of the modern Greek repertoire

and the most representative example of postwar Greek literature.

ASKI, Theodoros Giannousis Collection
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8-23 NOEMBPIOY 74
KAAATEENIKG NNEVMATL M VA

ERNSPOMTOF F fhi Saidpaoi

16. Apioa yia tv EkBeon napdvopou avtiotaoiakou eviunou '67-'74 «Katw n XolUvia»,
Kalitexvikd Tveupatkd Kévipo QPA, 8-23 NoepBpiou 1974

AZKI, ZuA\oyn agiomv

16. Poster for the Exhibition of the illegal resistance publication '67-'74 "Down with the Junta",
Artistic Cultural Center ORA, November 8-23, 1974

ASKI, Poster Collection
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18. Apng A\e€avopou, To kiBwtio, Abnva, Kédpog, 1975

To povadiko 1otopikd kai noNtikd pudiotopnua tou Apn Ale€dvbpou
Bewpeitar onpepa €pyo-otabudg otnv 10Topia TG VEOEANNVIKNG
A\oyotexviag.

181wtk LuNoyn

18. Aris Alexandrou, The box, Athens, Kedros Editions, 1975
Alexandrou’s unique historical and political novel is today

considered as a milestone in the history of modern Greek literature.

Private Collection

17. Mévng Koupavtapéag, Biotexvia vaAikawv, ABnva, Kédpog, 1975
BiBAio-otadpdg via tov ouyypapéa, nou PpaBeutnke e 1o A’ Kpatiko
BpaBeio Mubiotopnpatog (1975).

BiBA06nkn g Boulng, Mnevdkeiog BiBAiobnkn

17. Menis Koumandareas, Glass Workshop, Athens, Kedros Editions, 1975
A landmark book for the author, who was awarded the 1st State Novel

Prize (1975).
Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library
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20. Nikog I'. XBopayvog, Emoxénnon e veoeAAnVikig 10Topiag,
petdepaon Aikatepivn Aodpaxd, BIBAIoypapikdg odnydg

Inupog . Aodpaxdg, ABrva, Bepéhio, 1976

0 ekd0oTIKOG 0ik0¢ «OeuéNio» Twv Miun Asonotidn ka1 Oeddwpou
Makikioon, nou €€€816av kai 1o nepIodikd YPapUATmV Kal TEXVOV
Embewpnon Téxvng, Yetd 1o kAeioud tou anod tn Aiktartopia,
enavépxetal Ye npwn ékdoon tn petdgpaon tou BiBAiou tou Nikou
YBopwvou mou eixe ypagtei oto Mapiol, kabopilovtag oe peydro Padud
TIG 10TOPIOYPAPIKEG TACEIG TWV ENOUEVWV XPOVW®V.

BiphioOnkn g Boukng, Mnevdkeiog BiBAoOnkn

20. Nikos G. Svoronos, Overview of Modern Greek History, translated
by Aikaterini Asdrachas, bibliographic guide by Spyros 1. Asdrachas,
Athens, Themelio Editions, 1976

The publishing house "Themelio", founded by Mimis Despotidis and
Theodoros Malikiosis, which also published the journal of letters and
arts Epitheorisi Technis, returned after being shut down by the
Dictatorship with its first publication being Svoronos’ book
translation, originally written in Paris, significantly shaping
historiographical trends in the following years.

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library
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19. Hrav éva uikpo kapdBi. Aéka xpovia «Abnva 9.84» - Aéka xpovia
«EAEYBEPH PAAIO®QNIA», Abnva, Anpog ABnvaiwv 1997

Tug 31 Maiou 1987 o1 ABnvaior, otn ouxvdtnta 98.4 FM, dkouoav via
npw @opd 1o onua tou «<ABHNA 9.84». Exeivo 10 npwi yevvnOnke enionua
n eAetBepn padiopwvia otnv EANGSa, onddoviag 1o Hovon®AIo TwV KPATIKOV
padio@wviKOv otadumv. To eyxeipnua npaypatonomenke pe npwtoBoulia
ToU Anpdpxou ABnvaiwv Mikuiddn EBept.

BiBAioOnkn g Boukng, Mnevdkeiog BiBA1oOnkn

19. There was a small ship. Ten Years of "Athens 9.84" - Ten Years of
"FREE RADIO", Athens, Municipality of Athens 1997

On May 31, 1987, Athenians, tuned in for the first time to 98.4 FM, and
heard the signal of "ATHINA 9.84". That morning marks the official birth of
free radio in Greece, breaking the monopoly of state-run radio stations.
The initiative was launched under the mayoralty of Miltiadis Evert.

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library
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21. Tdooog
(Avaotdoiog ANeBidog),
luvaika pe 5évépa,
1987

NiBoypapia, 79 x 59 ek.

Yuhoyn . Boyiat{oyhou

21. Tassos
(Anastasios Alevizos),
Woman with trees,
1987

Lithograph, 79 x 59 cm

G. Vogiatzoglou Collection




Ané to Xuvtaypa tou 1975
0Tn YAWOOOEKNAIOEUTIKN
petappuduion tov 1976

Mapia KapnAdkn

AvanA. Tpoiotaugvn e A. HAektpoviknig Aoiknong,
BiBAo6nkne¢ & Ek6ooewv ¢ BouAng twv EAANVoV

To Xuvtaypa tou 1975, av kai dev epnepiéxel pntn avapopd
otn Hop®n NG EAANVIKNG YAWooag, dnpiolpynoe wotdoo
TI¢ NpoUnoBéoeig yia t SiapdpPwon piag olyxpovng YAwo-
O1KNG MOAITIKNG 61d TNG anooIVNNoEws, KABWS anod ¢ diatd-
&e1c tou anouoidlel o ApBpo nou Kabiépwve tnv Kaba-
pelouoa w¢ enionpun YAWOoa ToU Kpdtoug. TToAAd eixav
peoohapnoer and v (unéppntn, NANV EKKW@AVTIKN) ouvta-
YHATIKNA KatoxUpwon tng kabapevouoag and t B Avabew-
pntikn BouAn, oto dpBpo 107 tou Xuvtdyupatog tou 1911
(«Enionuoc yAwooa tou Kpdtoug givai ekeivn, €1¢ TV onoiav
ouvidooovtatl 1o noAiteupa Kat g EAANVIKAG vouobBeaiag ta
Kelueva: ndoa npo¢ napapBopdv tautng enéuBacic anayo-
pevetal»). Tic eni 6ekaetieg ouvexei¢ naAivwdieg g yAwo-
ooeknaideutkng NONTIKNG HeTagl kabBapevouoag kar Snpoti-
kNG 61adéxOnke n oupPolikn anagimon ¢ kabapelouoag
Héoa and Tnv Kataxpnotkn uioBétnon tng anod tn Aiktatopia
TWV XUVIAYHATapX@yV, N onoia tv avayopeuoe JE pavatiopuo
o€ «€OVIKN YAWOOa», avandonaoto OTOIXEID TOU «€EAANVOXPI1-
oTIavikoU NMOAITIOHOU».

‘Eto1, petd v anokatdotaon ¢ Anpokpatiag Kai v enavaiel-
Toupyia Twv Beopmv, n andAeiyn g Sidtaéng nepi cuvtaypatkd
KATOXUPWUEVNG eNioNUNG YAWOOAG, N onoia €ixe enavarngoei
autovola ota Xuvtdypata tou 1927 kai tou 1952, og ouv-
duaopd pe ™ diapdpewon tou 16€0A0yIKoU unoBdbpou yia
éva eknaibeutikd oUoTNHA MOU OMEINEl VA UNNPETE TNV KOI-
VVIKN 106TNTa Kai tv npéoBaocn dAwv otn yvwon (BA. dpbpo
16 tou Xuvtdypatog tou 1975 nepi Snudaoiou xapaktpa g
naideiag, pe otOX0 TV «NOIKNA, NVEUUATIKA, ENAYYEALQTIKN
Kal QUOIKN aywyn twv EAAfVev»), enétpeye v ulonoinon
H1ag o€1pdc petappubpioewy, nou anotinwvav 1o euputepo
nveUpa Tou SNHOKPATIKOU EKOUYXPOVIOHOU.

From the 1975 Constitution
to the language-educational
reform of 1976

Maria Kamilaki

Acting Director General, D.G. for Electronic Administration,
Library & Publications, Hellenic Parliament

Although the 1975 Constitution contains no explicit refere-
nce to the form of the Greek language, it still created the
conditions for shaping a modern language policy through
silencing: the provision that had enshrined katharevousa
as the official language of the state was absent from its
Articles. Much had occurred since the (implicit yet empha-
tically clear) constitutional safeguarding of katharevousa
by the Second Revisionary Parliament in Article 107 of the
1911 Constitution ("The official language of the State is
that in which the constitution and the texts of Greek legis-
lation are drafted; any intervention tending to corrupt it,
is prohibited"). The decades-long vacillation of Greek lan-
guage education policy between katharevousa and demotic
was followed by the symbolic discrediting of katharevousa
through its abusive adoption by the Dictatorship of the
Colonels, who fanatically proclaimed it as the "national
language", an integral component of the "Greco-Christian
ideal".

Thus, after the restoration of democracy and the reactiva-
tion of the institutions, the removal of the constitutionally
entrenched provision on the official language, repeated
verbatim in the Constitutions of 1927 and 1952, combined
with the formation of an ideological framework for an edu-
cational system committed to social equality and universal
access to knowledge (see Article 16 of the 1975 Constitu-
tion, which secures the public character of education and
the goal of the "moral, intellectual, professional and physi-
cal development of the Greeks"), enabled the implementa-
tion of a series of reforms, reflecting the broader spirit of
democratic modernization.



218 I A Constitution of our own

Katd tn ouykekpipévn nepiodo Ntav OPIPES OAEC 01 KOIVW-
VIOYAWOOIKEG MPOUNoBETEIC TOU YAWOOIKOU mpoypapuat-
opoU, w¢ npootadiou NG YAWOOIKAG MONTIKNG: dedopévou
ot ndn and tov lovvio tou 1941 eixe ouvtaxBei n Néa EAAN-
vikn) lpaupatikn (tng dnuotikig) and tov M. Tpiavta@ulhion,
n ev AOYW YAWOOIKN MnoikiAia ntav nAéov kwdikonoinpévn,
eixe OOKINAOTEI €N HAKPOV O€ ANAITNTIKEG XPNOEIG KAl EXAIPE
NG EKTIUNONG TWV OUIANT®YV, O€ avTiBEON LE TNV ANOVOUILO-
nompévn nAéov kabapeuouaa.

Opdonpo npog v Kateubuvon g KAtdpynong TS KOIVWVIKNG
diyhwaooiag unnpge n PetappUBUIoN TG YAWOOIKNG EKNAideuong
10 1976, &1d tou v. 309, [lepi 0pyavwoews Kar O10IKNOEWS
¢ levikng Exnaidevoswe» (GEK A” 100/30.4.1976). Xt0
apBpo 2 tou ev ANdyw vopou opidetal OT:
«1/ I'A@ooo. didackolriog, GVTIKEIUEVOV O1000KAALIOG
Kal YADoo0 TV d1daxTiK®V Pifliowv gic dlag tag fald-
uidag tijc I'evikijc Exmaideboewg eival Gmo tod
oyoiikod érovg 1976-1977 n Neoelnvikn.
2/ Q¢ NeoeAnvikn yAdooo vogitou i dtapuoppwbeioa
gig wavelnviov Ekppactikov Opyovov Vmo TOD
Elnviod AooD kol TV 0OKIU®Y GOYYPOPEDY TOD
"Efvoug Anuotixy, ovvietayuevy, Gvev 101UATIOUDYV
Kol GKPOTHTOVY.

Mpokertar avap@iBola yia 10Topikn otypn, 6nwg PePaimvetal
and v NAeloyneia v ayopntav nou éapav tov AGyo Katd
NV KoIvOBOUAEUTIKN ouditnon, n onoia nponynénke g yn-
@iong tou vopooxediou (5-14 Anpihiou 1976). O idiog o
EUMVEUOTNG TNG pETappUBpiong Mewpyiog PAMNG, Ynoupydg
EBvikng MNaibeiag & Bpnokeupdtwy, avakoIvovovtag oto Xoud
N vopoBetiKN npwtofoulia, avapwvnoe: «[Jodyuatt kat n én-
Lotk Kat n kaBapevouaa, eival yvriota tekva ¢ Apxaiag EA-
Anvikric yAdooag, pe pia Stapopd: Ou n kabapevovoa w¢
NPWTOTOKOC aneBiwoe kal unoypd@ouEV ONUEPOV TNV nPdélv
ToU eviapiaouou tn¢». X0 id1o nvelpa Kivouvtal o1 TonoBetn-

During this period, all the sociolinguistic prerequisites for
effective language planning, understood as a precursor to
language policy, had matured: given that, since June 1941,
Triantafyllides's Modern Greek Grammar (of the demotic)
had been completed, the linguistic variety in question had
already been codified, it had long been tested in demanding
communicative functions, and enjoyed broad acceptance
among speakers, unlike the now delegitimized kathare-
vousa.

A key milestone toward eliminating social diglossia was
the language-education reform of 1976, enacted through
Law 309, "On the Organization and Administration of Gene-
ral Education" (Government Gazette A' 100/30.4.1976).
Article 2 of that law (written in katharevousa) stipulated
the following:
1. The language of instruction, the subject of instruc-
tion, and the language of textbooks at all levels of
General Education shall, from the school year 1976—
1977 onwards, be Modern Greek.
2. Modern Greek is understood as demotic, shaped
into a nationwide expressive instrument by the Greek
people and the nation s accomplished writers, systema-
tized and free of dialectal forms and extremities.

This was undoubtedly a historic moment, as affirmed by
the majority of speakers during the parliamentary debate,
preceding the vote (5-14 April 1976). The architect of the
reform, Georgios Rallis, Minister of National Education and
Religious Affairs, announcing the legislative initiative to
Parliament, declared: "Indeed, both demotic and kathare-
vousa are genuine offspring of Ancient Greek, with one dif-
ference: katharevousa, as the firstborn, has died, and today
we sign its burial certificate". Most parliamentary state-
ments followed a similar line. As the Majority Rapporteur,
K. Aposkitis, emphasized, "the diglossia that has tormented



0€1G TNG NAEIOVOTNTAG TwV Boukeutwv. Onw¢ emonpaiver o
Eionynmg g Meloynpiag K. Anookitng, «katapyeitat n eni
aiwvac taAainwpnoaca tov Aadv pac dtyAwooia», eve Kai o
Bouleum¢ ¢ Néag Anpokpartiag (oto €€ng: N.A.) lw. d1kiopng
Tovidel O «n peTappUBuIon Baoiletal otnv aAnbeia, yiati €xel
10 8dppoc¢ va Beouobetrion tm énuotTikn yAwooa nou eival n
yYAwooa tou Aaou». Tlapdpoia eival n otdon Twv Boukeutmdv
¢ AvtnoAiteuong, énwc¢ o I'. Maupog, MNpdedpog g Evwong
Anpokpatikou Kévtpou (oto €€ng: E.AH.K.), o onoiog¢ oxoNiddel
o1 «katapyeital n oAéBpia SiyAwooia», eve Kai yia tov [.-A.
Maykdkn n katdpynon g Siyhwoaoiag €xel onpacia «rmpayua-
TIKNC aneAeuBepoewe». EAGxioteg unnpéav o1 avTiBeTeg PwVES,
ka1 ndN petpiaopéveg: n.x. o A. Kipkog, Bouheumg tou Kop-
HouvioTikoU Képpatog ENGSo¢ (oto €€ng: K.K.E.), av Kai ap-
p1opntei TG NpoBEoelg TG KUBepVNTIKNG Napdtadng kai popatal
via «véBeuon kat petaupieon me kabapevovoag o€ dnLUOTIKN»,
WOTA00 Kal autdg avTIHETWNICEl «tnVv kabBigpwaon e SNUOTIKIG
W¢ OULQNIWON Tou oxoAgiou LE TN {wh».

Afia Noyou gival eV NPOKETUEVW:

a) n emioyn Tou OpoU VEOEAANVIKT} Kal OX1 SNUOTIKA WG PETA-
YAWOOIKAG MEPTYPAPNG TNG WNPI{OUEVNG MOIKIAIAG — N NPo-
kpion Sev eival tuxaia, KaBWEG 0 CUYKEKPIUEVOS OPOG EXEl
APIY®OGS XPOVIKN onpaotoddon Kail Atav anallaypévog and
TIG 16€0NOYIKEG IAPACUVOEDEIG NMOU EPEPE 0 OPOG NLOTIKN
wG avtinalov &€0¢ TNG kKaBapeUoUoAS XAPAKTNPIOTIKG Eival
0T 01 ayopntéC Mou xpnoryonoinaav tov épo VEOEAANVIKD
eivar 11 kar aviikouv 6hor otnv napdtagn mg N.A. Avtiotoi-
XWG, 01 BOUAEUTEG MOU XpNOIUONoinoav tov 6po dnuoTIkA
ftav 19: anoé autoug, 8 avikav oty E.AH.K., 3 oto lNMavel-
AMvio Zoolahiotik6 Kivnua (oto €€na: TIA.20.K.), 2 oto K.K.E.
ka1 6 otn N.A. Evdelktikn eival n 1kavonoinon v onoia ek-
epale o Eionyntg ¢ Meloynegpiag, Eu. Tanavoutoog
(E.AH.K.), y1a Tov 6po veoeAnvikr) «mou &ivat n dSnuotiki n
oroia éxet yivel naveAAnvio ekppaoTikd 0pyavo», uneppai-
vovtag dSnhadn ta dIxaoTkd OIAAPLIATA TOU NAPEABOVTOG.
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our people for centuries is abolished", and the New De-
mocracy (hence: N.D.) MP, lo. Fikioris, stressed that "the
reform is grounded in truth, for it has the courage to es-
tablish demotic, which is the language of the people". The
same view was expressed by MPs of the Opposition, like
G. Mavros, President of the Union of the Democratic Centre
(E.DLK.), who noted that "the ruinous diglossia is abolished",
while for G.-A. Magkakis the end of diglossia signified a
"genuine liberation". Few voices expressed reservations,
and even these were moderated. For example, L. Kyrkos,
of the Communist Party of Greece (K.K.E.), although skep-
tical of the government'’s intentions and wary of a "corrup-
tion and disguise of katharevousa as demotic", nevertheless
viewed "the establishment of demotic as a reconciliation
of school with life".

Two points are noteworthy:

(a) The choice of the term Modern Greek (neoelliniki) rather
than demotic (dimotiki) as the metalinguistic designation
of the variety being legislated. The preference is not acci-
dental: neoelliniki has a strictly temporal denotation and
is unburdened by the ideological associations carried by
demotic as the perceived rival of katharevousa. Tellingly,
the speakers who used the term neoelliniki (11 in
number) all belonged to New Democracy, whereas the
term demotic was used by 19 MPs (8 from E.DI.K., 3
from the Panhellenic Socialist Movement (PA.SO.K.), 2
from K.K.E., and 6 from N.D.). Indicative is the satisfaction
expressed by the Minority Rapporteur, Ev. Papanoutsos
(E.DL.K.), with the term neoelliniki, "which is demotic that
has become a nationwide expressive instrument", thus
transcending past polarizations.



220 I A Constitution of our own

B) n MpooBnKn NG UETAYAWOOIKNG EMIOAUAVONG dve
IO1wuotiondv kai rpotitwv, N onoia eniBeBaldVer eu-
(PATIKA TOV UETPIONAON XAPAKTNPA NG UI0OETOUPEVNS NOI-
KIAfag Kai tnv anootacionoinon ano T kGOe €idoug unep-
BoAéC mou nponynOnkav otd MOAEUIKA 0Tddia Tou
YAWOOIKOU «gpuAiou». Mahiota, o i610G 0 Ynoupydg lNai-
Oeia¢ napatnpei 6T n NPooBnKn ¢ @PAong €yive yia va
enPAnBei pia eviaia yAwooa, ouvddovtag pe tnv embupia
¢ KuBépvnong via €Bvikn evotnta katd t Metanohi-
tevon. Opoiwg, o K. ManappnyonouAog (N.A.) Bewpei ™
diatunwon tou dpBpou w¢ «EukTaiav AUoiv», Emonpaivo-
viag nw¢ dev undpxel ma oUte kabapeluouoa oute dnUo-
TIKN, v Kai o . AnootoAdtog (N.A.) tovilel 6u: «n veo-
eMnvikn yAwooa Ba eival pia yAwooa xwpi¢ akpotnieg,
uia yAwooa e€ehicoopévn nov —€yw motevw oti- Oa ne-
pIAdBn 6Aov tov nAoUtov ¢ kabBapevouong kai 6Anv
mv {wvrdvelav me SnUOTIKIC».

Eviiapépov éxel 10 yeyovog T anod toug 38 BOUAEUTEG Tou
unootnpi€av t SnUoTKN YAWooda, o1 24 pdvo ékavav Kai xpnon
TNG 0NV OMIAia TOUG, eved o1 unohomor 14 oxi. EE autwyv, o1 13
npoépxovtav ané m N.A. kar 1 ané v E.AH.K,, o X. Ipappa-
Tidng, 0 onoiog v endpevn xpovid (1977), npooxwpnaoe otov
x@po ¢ N.A. Auth n «avakohouBia» peTall 1810AEKTOU Kal
uloBetoupevng YAWOOTKNG MONTIKNG €ixe pAAioTa odnynoer Tov
161€ Pouleutn Tou M1A.X0.K. Andotoro KakAapdvn va oapkdoel
v emioyn g KuBépvnong va Beonioel e 10 dpbpo 2 tou
Nopooxediou T dnpoTIKN WG eNioNUN YAWOOA «0¢ dnTaiotov
kaBapevouoav» - ONwS AAwOoTe o€ kabapelouoa givar diatu-
NWPEVO Kal OAO TO KEIPEVO TOU LUVTAYHATOG.

Qotoo0, autn n didotaon avadeikviel 10 yeyovog OT: a) ol
avwBev (top-down) napepBacelig otn yAwooikn xpnon Oev
oupBadifouv avaykaotikd e TNV €V UIA VUKT aAAayn Twv
YAWOOTKWV OTACEWV TwV OUIANTAOV, dedopévou 6T kai o1 Bou-
AEUTEC WG YAWOOIKG Kal HETAYAWOOIKA Unokeipeva diénovtal

(b) The addition of the metalinguistic qualifier "free of dia-
lectal forms and extremes”, emphatically affirming the
moderate character of the adopted variety and distan-
cing it from the excesses exhibited during the heated
stages of the linguistic "civil war". Indeed, the Minister
of Education himself noted that this phrase was added
to ensure the establishment of a unified language, in
line with the government's desire for national unity du-
ring the Metapolitefsi. Similarly, K. Paparrigopoulos
(N.D.) hailed the formulation as "a desirable solution,"
arguing that neither katharevousa nor demotic existed
any longer in their old forms. Likewise, G. Apostolatos
(N.D.) stressed that "Modern Greek will be a language
without extremes, an evolving language which, | believe,
will incorporate the entire richness of katharevousa and
the vitality of demotic".

An interesting fact emerges: of the 38 MPs who supported
demotic, only 24 actually used it in their speeches, while
the remaining 14 did not. Of these, thirteen belonged to
New Democracy and one to E.DI.K. (H. Grammatidis, who
joined ND the following year). This "inconsistency" between
idiolect and declared language policy even prompted
PA.SO.K. MP Apostolos Kaklamanis to mock the govern-
ment’s choice to establish demotic as the official language
"in impeccable katharevousa" - as indeed the entire text
of the Constitution is also formulated in katharevousa.

Yet this discrepancy highlights the fact that: (a) top-down
interventions in language use do not necessarily align with
an overnight change in speakers’ linguistic attitudes, given
that MPs, as linguistic and metalinguistic agents, are also
guided by their personal and ideological beliefs regarding
language use; (b) for the Karamanlis Government and Mi-
nister G. Rallis, this was a choice that demonstrated pro-
found political realism and foresight, attuned to the spirit



anod TG MPOOWIIKEG Kal 1OE0AOYIKEG TOUG AVTIIANYEIC yia Tn
YAwooIkn xpnon, B) yia v Kupépvnon K. KapapavAn kai Tov
Ynoupyo . PAAAN enpOKeIto yia pia emAoyn nou enedeikvue
Babu mohikd peahiopd Kar dlopaTkOTNTA, apouykpaldpevn
10 nveupa g enoxng. Onwg avagéper o . Mnapnvidng,! «H
wpipaon Tou YAwoaoikou @aivetal kar otov id10 tov K. Kapa-
HavAf, MOU HE TIG EKOUYXPOVIOUEVEG PINEAEUBEPEG aVTIANYEIG
TOU KaTd Td HETAdIKTATOPIKA XpOVIa €KTIHOUOE MONTIKG —JE
v evBdppuvon avBpwnwv énwg o K. Todtoog, o T. KaveAd-
nouhog kai o Eu. TNanavoUtoog— 6T n Koivh YAWooa Tou Npo-
(pop1KoU Adyou, n NeoehnviKn, HNopouoe XwpPig HEYANEC avTi-
Opdoeig va anoteAéoel TV enionun yYAWooad ToU €BVOUG».

Télog, n AvunoAiteuon eotiaoe otnv avdykn va kabiepwOei
TAUTOXPOVA Kal TO HOVOTOVIKO OUOTNHA, KATABETOVTAG OXETI-
KEC Tponoloyieg. Tlapd to yeyovog 6T MoANOi BOUAEUTEG TNG
YuunoAiteuong (n.x. B. Baoikeiou, AB. Mixag. lw. Oikiwpng
K.T.A.) TaxOnkav évBepua unép tou povotovikou, o . PAAANG
unootnpige O o1 ouvonkeg dev Nitav akOUn WPIPES. Tovioe
OTu n véa Mpappatkn npo¢ 1o napdv katnpynoe tn Papeia,
evw eneonpave 6t n daosia Kal n nepioNwuéVN pnopouoav
Va Katapynbouv Xxwpig va xpelaotei vouog. TeNikd, o1 tpono-
Movieg Tng AvuimoAiteuong anoppigOnkav.

YUvtopa akohoUBNoE N KUKAOPOPIa EYKUKAIOU yia TN xphon TG
dnpotikng ot dnpdoia dioiknon (Y.E. TA1/2/23/20479/8-
12-1976), n onoia enaivédnke pev anod toug SNUOTIKIOTES, NOU
WOTOO0 ENECIIAVAV TOV OUVTNPENTOUO TNG.

H nAnpng opBoypagpikn petappubuion tou 1982, pe v opi-
OTKN KATdpynon tou NoAutovikou, péow tou MN.A. 297,/1982

L BA. I. Mnapmviame (emp.), To yAwoowd dmua: Zuyxpovec TpooeyyioerC.
"16pupa g BouAng yia tov KorvoBoukeutiopd &  Anpokpartia, 2011, 0. 35.
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of the time. As G. Babiniotis! notes, "The maturation of
the language issue is also evident in Karamanlis himself,
who, with his modernized liberal outlook in the post-dic-
tatorship years, politically assessed, with the encouragement
of figures such as K. Tsatsos, P. Kanellopoulos, and E. Pa-
panoutsos, that the common spoken language, Modern
Greek, could, without major resistance, become the official
language of the nation".

The Opposition focused on the need to simultaneously in-
troduce the monotonic system, submitting relevant amend-
ments. Although many government MPs (e.g., V. Vasileiou,
Ath. Michas, lo. Fikioris) supported the monotonic system,
Rallis argued that conditions were not yet ripe. He stressed
that the new Grammar had abolished the varia, and noted
that daseia and perispomeni could be removed without
formal legislation. Ultimately, the Opposition’s amendments
were rejected.

Soon this was followed by the issuance of a circular on the
use of demotic in public administration (Ministry of Education,
GD1/2/23/20479/8-12-1976), which was welcomed by
advocates of demotic, who nevertheless noted its conser-
vative character.

The full orthographic reform of 1982, with the definitive
abolition of the polytonic system through Presidential De-
cree 297/1982 "On the Establishment of the Monotonic
System of Writing Modern Greek", issued pursuant to Law
1228/1982 under the government of Andreas Papandreou
(with Apostolos Kaklamanis as Minister of Education), cou-

1 See G. Babiniotis (ed.), The language issue: Current approaches [in
Greek], Hellenic Parliament Foundation for Parliamentarism and Democ-
racy, 2011, p. 35.
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«[lepi KABIEPWOEWC TOU HOVOTOVIKOU GUOTAPATOC YPAPNG TG
Néag EAAnvIKNnG», 10 onoio ekdoOnke Kat epappoynv twv pub-
pioewv tou v. 1228 /1982, and v Kupépvnon tou A. Tanav-
dpéou, pe Ynoupyo Taibeiag tov An. Kakhapdvn, og ouvbuaopuo
JE TN pETamOopd TOU KEIPEVOU TOU YUVIAYHATOS OTn SNHOTIKNA
vAwooa pe 10 B” Wngiopa g XT° AvaBewpnuikng Bouhng otig
06.03.1986, ohokANpwoav t YAWOOIKA petappubpion.

‘Eto1, pe v Katdpynon ¢ KOIV@VIKAG SIYAwaoiag Kal Tng
Siapdxng kabapelouoag kal SNUOTIKAG, 08 OAEC TIG EVOIGNEDES
€KOOXEC TOUC KATd PNKOG evOC S1yAWOOIKOU OUVEXOUG UETALY
NC «yVAOIAC» SNUOTIKAG («UaANIapAg») Kal TG apxat{ouoag
YA®WOOQG, TEPUATIOTNKE T0 YAWOOIKG {tnpa, T onoio TaAdvioe
tn 6npdoia ogaipa ¢ EAGSag yia ndvew and 600 aimveg,
NpPooAapBAvovTag oaeic eEWYAWOOIKES, KOIVWVIKO-TIONTIKES
diaotdoeic. MapdlnAa, dSnpioupynBnkav o1 npoiinoBéoeig yia
o dieupupévn npdoBAcN OTOV YPAUUATIONG, HUE ANOTEAEOA
va apxioouv va apBAUvVovTal 01 KOIVWVIKEG avioOTNTES Kal N
YAWOOIKN avao@dAeia, nou n diyhwooia eni pakpdv ouvin-
pouoe. Onwg onpeidver o P. Mackridge, <Otav teppatiotnke
n Kuplapxia g kabBapevouoag 10 1976, noloi EAnveg
évimoav otnv kadnpepivi toug {wn éva idog YAwoOoIKNG ane-
AeuBépwong Kar pia peyailtepn aiocbnon mMPoownikou Kal
€0vikou autooeBaopou, KabBw¢ ouveidntonoinoav 6T n
vAwooa nou eixav OnAdoel pad pe 1o Pntpiké toug yaha Oev
NTav anAw¢ KA nou ENpene va ayanouv, aANd Kai K4t yia 1o
onoio énpene va vioBouv nepn@avol».?

Yuvowyidovtag, To Xuvtaypa tou 1975 Aertoupynoe w¢ Beopikod
ONUEI0 KAUMNG, Nou Op1oe v nePiodo g MetanoAiteuong
OXI HOVO WG MONTIKA, AAAG Kal WG YAwOOIKN Topn, n onoia
ouvdéetal te eupUTEPEC KOIVWVIOYAWOOOAOYIKEG AMaYEC, Nal-
SaywYIKEC LETATONIOEIC KAl MOAITIOHIKOUCG HETAOXNHATIOUOUC.

2 P, Mackridge, Mwooa kat eBvikij tautétnta otnv EAAGSa (1766-1976),
utep. Mp. Kovduing, ABnva, Exddoeig Matdkn, 2009, o. 41.

pled with the translation of the text of the Constitution
into demotic by the Sixth Revisional Parliament on 6 March
1986, completed the language reform.

With the abolition of social diglossia and the conflict between
katharevousa and demotic, across all their intermediate
forms along a register continuum ranging from "genuine"
demotic (malliari) to archaizing varieties, the Greek lan-
guage question, which had dominated Greek public life for
more than two centuries, acquiring clear sociopolitical di-
mensions, came to an end. At the same time, the conditions
were created for broader access to literacy, helping to
soften social inequalities and the linguistic insecurity, long
perpetuated by diglossia. As P. Mackridge notes, "When
the dominance of katharevousa ended in 1976, many
Greeks experienced in their daily lives a kind of linguistic
liberation and a heightened sense of personal and national
self-respect, as they realized that the language they had
imbibed with their mother's milk was not only something
to be cherished, but something of which they could be
proud".?

In sum, the 1975 Constitution functioned as an institutional
turning point that defined the Metapolitefsi not only as a
political, but also a linguistic rupture, associated with wider
sociolinguistic shifts, pedagogical transformations, and cul-
tural change. The retreat of the state from regulating lin-
guistic varieties and norms proved decisive: language
ceased to function as a symbol of national purity and ideo-
logical correctness and was recognized instead as a social
tool, dynamic and evolving. Consequently, the post-dic-
tatorship language ideology was grounded in the democ-
ratization of language and education, the abandonment of

2 P, Mackridge, Language and National Identity in Greece (1766-1976)
[in Greek], trans. Gr. Kondylis, Athens, Patakis Publishers, 2009, p. 41.



H anopdkpuvon and 10 KPATog-pubpioTn TwV YAWOOIK®V
MOIKINI®V Kal Kavovwy unnpée kabopioTikn: n YAwooa navel
va anotehei oupBolo €OVIKNG KaBapdTntag Kal 16E0AOYIKNG
0pBdTTAg Kal avayvupiletal wS KOVWVIKO epyareio, SUvapiko
ka1 e€éeNooopevo. Q¢ anotéAeopd, N HETANONTEUTIKN YAWOOIKN
10e0)oyia omnpixOnke otoug dEoveg Tou ekdNPOKPATIONOU TNG
YA®OOAG Kal g eknaideuong, pe Tnv anopdkpuvon and tnv
NONITIOUIKN 1EpapXxia nou d1ax®pile ToV «KAANIEPYNPEVO» and
TOV «anhd» AOYO, HE TOV EKOUYXPOVIOPO Kal TN OUYKAION HE
10 eupwnaikd naildbaywyikd npdTuna, ta onoia npoétacoav
TN XpNON NG PNTPIKNG YAWOOAS OTNV KNaideuon, Kar Pe v
anoideohoyikonoinon ¢ YAWOOIKNG XpNong, Héoa and tn
dnpioupyia evog nio QIAeAeUBepou YAWOOIKOU NePIBAANOVTOG,
OMou n YAWOOIKN MOIKINOTNTA BewpEital QUOTKO QaIvOUEVO.

AxoloUBwg, n eniduon ToU YAwooikoU {nthpatog odnynoe
otv avdntuén g Kovig Néag EAANVIKNG o€ ouvdptnon LE
TNV €UpUTEPN NMONTIKN KOUATOUPa TN MetanoAiteuong, 6nwg
auth diagaivetar 16iwg ota dnpdoia, tumikd (formal) Kempevika
€idn, ota onoia o1 véppeg enionpdtnTag apxifouv otadlakd
Va XOAJPWVOUV: T.X. 0 AOYOG TwV NMONTIKWV ViveETal NEPIO-
061ep0 AaiKdG, apecog Kal S1a0€o1pog o€ €UPUTEPO KOIVO,
€ TN Xpnon ouvOnpdtwy, TNV EVioXUon NG MPOMOPIKOTNTAG
Kal Tnv anhovotepn oUviaén va aviavakAouv v emdiwén
EMNIKOIVWVIAKNG £yyUTNTAG AVTIOTOIXWE, N YAWOOA TWV HECWV
EVNUEPWONG UI00eTel £va UPOG Mo KOVIA otnv Kadnpepivi
opiNia, yeyovdg nou oUPBANAEl OTn pEiwon TV d1aQopmV
HeTagu MpoopIkoU Kal ypantou AOYou K.O.K.

H petdBaon and tnv kaBapelouoa oTn ONUOTIKN w¢ ENioNun
vAwooa oupBadios —dev ouvéneoe anhwG— Ye Tn PeTapaon
and tn diktatopia otn Anpokpatia.

* Ta ta napanépeva anoondopata KoivoBoureutikoU Aoyou, PA. Mpaktikd
2uvebpidoewv ¢ BouArig, AbBnva, Boukn twv ENvwy, 1976, 0. 4018-4167.
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cultural hierarchies that separated "cultivated" from "popu-
lar" speech, modernization, and convergence with European
pedagogical models that prioritized mother-tongue instruc-
tion, and the de-ideologization of language use through
the creation of a more liberal linguistic environment ac-
knowledging linguistic diversity as a natural phenomenon.

Consequently, the resolution of the language question led
to the development of Standard Modern Greek in tandem
with the broader political culture of the Metapolitefsi, as re-
flected in the various public, formal text-types, where for-
mality norms are gradually beginning to become more lax.
For example, political speech becomes more informal, more
direct, and accessible to a wider audience, with the use of
slogans, the reinforcement of orality, and a simpler syntax,
reflecting an aspiration toward communicative proximity.
Likewise, the language of the mass media adopts a style
closer to everyday speech, an evolution that contributed to
the narrowing of the gap between spoken and written lan-
guage, and so on.

The shift from katharevousa to demotic as the official lan-
guage thus accompanied, not merely coincided with, the
transition from dictatorship to Democracy.

* For the cited excerpts of parliamentary discourse, see Proceedings of
the Parliamentary Debates, Athens, Hellenic Parliament, 1976, pp. 4018-
4167.
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1. EEdpulla oxoNk@v BIBAIwV OAwV Twv eknalbeutikiv Babpidwy, evOEIKTIKG TwV aANay®V Nou npoékuyav anod to 1975
KAl TIC UETAYEVEOTEPES EKNAIOEUTIKES PETAPPUOHITEIC

BiBAi061ikn tng Boukng, Mnevdkelog BiBAioOnkn

1. Covers of school books of all educational levels, indicative of the changes that have arisen since 1975
and subsequent educational reforms

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library
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3. «EAetBepor avBpwnor and ta Bpavia», ouvévieuén tou Anunton Todtoou

PIKA pe To péMov tng TMNaideiag, nepiodikd Muvaika,

13 Noepppiou 1974, 0. 48
BiBA06nkn g Boulng, BiBAioBrkn MéAng, Zuhoyn Huepnoilou kai Mepiodikot Tunou

3. "Free people from the desks", interview with Dimitris Tsatsos regarding
the future of Education, Gynaika magazine,
November 13, 1974, p. 48

Hellenic Parliament Library, City Library, Daily and Periodical Press Collection
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5. «AvoIKTO nvelpa otn 0XoNIKn naideia», elonynon g Xogiag M.
[ebecdv o€ ouvédpio g EAHK ota lwdvviva [1977]

BiBAioBnkn Boukng, Mnevdkelog BiBhioOnkn, Apxeio Bipyiviag Tooudepou

5. "Open mind in school education", presentation by Sophia M.
Gedeon at the EDIK (Enosi Dimokratikou Kentrou) conference in
loannina [1977]

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library, Virginia Tsouderou Archive




228 I A Constitution of our own

o, REeEe -

apem, - P Ay T"".t;'.:.'.‘. e 6. Elonynuikn €kBeon tou oxediou vouou «llepi opyavioewg
. i Wi g =¥ _ Kal d101kNoewg g Mevikng eknaidbeloews», v. 309/1976
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BiBhioOnkn g Boulng, KoivoBouleutika Apxeia

6. Explanatory report to the draft law "On the organization
and administration of General Education", Law 309/1976
(Government Gazette A’ 100,/30.4.1976)

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Archives
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ol e B BiBAioBnkn g Boulng, KoivoBouleutika Apxeia

T ety - i - e % ¥ —_ " i O 7. Explanatory report to the draft law "On the organization and administration
e - Ll - of Secondary and Higher Vocational and Technical Education”, August 26, 1976
i 1= [Law 576/1977 (Government Gazette A' 102/13.4.1977)]

4= . o e L S Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Archives
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8. Alapnpioeig yia 0XoNKEG NodIEG o€ nuePNOIEG EQNUEPIBEG TNG EMOXNG
BiBAioB1nkn tg BouAng, BiBAioBrikn ToANnG, ZuAoyn Huepnaiou kai Tepiodikou Tunou

8. Advertisements for school aprons in daily newspapers of that time
Hellenic Parliament Library, City Library, Daily and Periodical Press Collection
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9. IxoNikdv evBupiov €toug 1979-1980,
1G€n B2 6npotikou oxoheiou, @wrt. I. KayioUAng

15 1wTikn LuNoyn

9. School souvenir from the year 1979-1980,
class B2 of primary school, photo G. Kagioulis

Private Collection

H oxoAikry nodid énawe va eival unoxpewtiki and t¢ 6 ®ePpouvapiov 1982, ue andpaon tou 10te Ynoupyou [Naideiag Asutépn BepuBdx,
w¢ EvOeiln exdnuokpatioloy, nAoupaAiouou Kat EAsuBepiag atnv avdntuén e nPooWMKOTNIAS TV HAdNTwV.

The school apron ceased to be mandatory on February 6, 1982, by decision of the then Minister of Education Lefteris Veryvakis,
as a sign of democratization, pluralism and freedom in the development of students' personalities.
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10. «Epappoyn Tou HovotovikoU ouotnpatog oty Exnaideuon kar otn Aioiknon»,
M.A. 297/22.4.1982 (DEK A" 52/29.4.1982)

BiBAi0B1nkn tng Boulng, KoivoBouheutikn Zuh\oyn

10. "Application of the monotonic system in Education and Administration",
Presidential Decree 297/22.4.1982 (Government Gazette A' 52,/29.4.1982)

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection

11. Epp. Kpiapd, «<Movotovikd kai
axpnotn daceia», €. To Briua,

6 Oeppouapiou 1982

BiBAio6nkn tng Boung, BiBAioBnkn ] ¥
16Ang, ZuNovn Huepnalou kai . 1 e
MNeprodikoU Tunou = : e

':‘Efl"“"i S =

=t |

11. Emm. Kriaras, "Monotonic
and useless forestry", To Vima
newspaper, February 6, 1982

Hellenic Parliament Library, City

Library, Daily and Periodical Press
Collection

T T BT

H ovvirypor nporrmobe
tiy; dniejaini EAebiepiog

12. ApiotoBoulog I. Mdveong, «H ouvtaypatikn
npootacia G akadnpaikng eeubepiag»,
avdatuno and 1o nepiodikd O lMoAitng, Abnva, 1977

BiBAioBnkn Boukng, KoivoBouleutikn BiphioBnkn

12. Aristovoulos I. Manesis, "The constitutional
Peberm, P b protection of academic freedom",
reprinted from O Politis magazine, Athens, 1977

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection
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13. «To teleutaio pabnua eni Xouvtag tou
Kabnynth Maveon...», €@. To Brua ¢
Kuptakng, 15 lavouapiou 1978

BiBAioB1nkn tg BouAng, BiBAioBnkn T16ANG,
Yuhoyn Huepniaiou kai Mepiodikou Tunou

13. "The last lesson under the junta of
Professor Manesis...", To Vima tis Kiriakis
newspaper, January 15, 1978

Hellenic Parliament Library, City Library, Daily
and Periodical Press Collection
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14. A\kng Theppdkog, Tapdbupo, 1977
Nad1 og pouoaud, 92 x 66 ex.
Bouln twv EANAvawv, ZuMovn Epywv Téxvng

14. Alkis Pierrakos, Window, 1977
Oil on canvas, 92 x 66 cm

Hellenic Parliament, Art Collection






MAikaiopa otnv TIAnpo@opnon
Kai Zuppetroxn otnv Koivwvia
n¢ TMAnpopopiag

To apBpo HA tou Xuvtaypatog, ou €10nxOn Le v avabewpnon
Tou 2001, dev Katoxupwvel aniwg to dikaimpa KABe NoAith va
ouppetéxel oty Kovwvia g TTAnpogopiag, aAd opilel Kai
v unoxpéwon g TMoAiteiag va SieukoAuvel v npdoBaon
ot¢ NAnpoopie¢ nou SiakivoUvtal NAEKTPOVIKA. TlapdAnAa,
Aertoupyei oupnAnpwpatikd pe 10 dpBpo 14 nou KAToXUp®VEl
v eAeuBepia TG Ekppaong Kai Tou TUnou, kai 1o dpbpo 16
nou avayvwpicel 6T n Maideia anotehei Paoikn anootoAn tou
KpAtoug e okond ™ diddoon g yvoong. Aut n TPIMAN ou-
VIAQYUATIKN KaTtoxUpwon anodeikviel 6T 1o Sikaiwpa e npd-
opaong oty NANPOMOPNON Kal CUPLETOXNG otnv Kolvwvia g
TT\npogopiag eivar dppnkta ouvOedepévo pe ™ Anpokpatian
MANPOMOPNON Kal N YV(ON €ival NPoundbeon 100TNTAG Kal ENEU-
Bepiag kar péoo avdntuéng e NPOoWMIKOTNTAS TOU avBp®ou.
H ouppetoxn omv Kovwvia g MNMinpogopiag e€aopalidel v
npooBaon otov oUYXPOVo Yn@iakd KOOHO, TNV EVNEEPWON Yid
TIG ano@doeig g TToAiteiag Kar Tov €Aeyxo g diapdveiag g
onpooiag dioiknong, KaBWS nupnvag o€ pia ONUOKPATIKN KOI-
vwvia gival 0 evepyog Kal EVNHEPWHEVOS MONTNG.

LTV KaOnpEPIVOTNTA TWV NONTAOV TO SIKAIWUA AUt oNnUaivel
npéoPaon oe:

*  TAnpoopieg nou oxetidovtal Ye Tn VOUOBETIKN AgIToupyia
Kar v KorvoPouleutikn dpaotnpidtnta

« Onpdoia éyypagpa Kar evnpépwon yia tn Siaxeipion twv
onuooInV NOpWV

e WYNQIAKEG UMNPEDIEC TOU KPATOUC XwpPiG KabuoTtepnaoelg
Ka1 xpovoPopeg d1adikaoieg

e EAEUBEPEC MNYEC NMANPOPOPNONG KAl YNPIAKES MAATPOP-
HEC VI TNV UNOOTNPIEN TNG EKNAIOEUTIKNG, EPEUVNTIKNAG
Kal akadnpaikng Kovotntag

 Vvéeg duvatotnieg eknaideuong Kal pddnong yia 6AouUG
e avoiktd 6edopéva, AoYIOUIKA Kal OTATIOUKES MANPOPOPIES
« véeg duvatonteg avdntuéng TG EMIXEIPNUATIKOTNTAC.

Right to Information
and Participation
in the Information Society

Article 5A of the Constitution, introduced with the 2001
revision, not only guarantees the right of every citizen to
participate in the Information Society, but also establishes
the obligation of the State to facilitate access to infor-
mation circulated electronically. At the same time, it ope-
rates in a complementary manner with Article 14, which
guarantees freedom of expression and the Press, and Article
16, which recognizes that Education is a basic mission of
the State with the aim of disseminating knowledge. This
triple constitutional guarantee proves that the right to ac-
cess information and participation in the Information So-
ciety is inextricably linked to Democracyinformation and
knowledge are a prerequisite for equality and freedom and
a means of personality development. Participation in the
Information Society ensures access to the modern digital
world and information about government decisions and
control of the transparency of public administration, as
the core of a democratic society is the active and informed
citizen.

In everyday life this means access to:

- information related to legislative procedures and par-
liamentary activity

* public documents and information on the management
of public resources

» digital state services without delays and time-consu-
ming procedures

» free sources of information and digital platforms to
support the educational, research and academic com-
munity

« new opportunities for education and learning for all
» open data, software and statistical information
* new opportunities for entrepreneurship development.
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Qot600, 10 diKaiwpa autd dev eivar andAuto. H ninpopdpnon Although fundamental, this right is not absolute. Infor-
UNOPEi va NePIOPIOTE yia AOyoug €BVIKNG ac@dAelag n Kata- mation may be restricted for reasons of national security
NMOAEUNONG EYKANHATIKOV NPAgewv, OnNw¢ ouppaivel e Tov or the fight against crime, as is the case with the blocking
anokAeiopd npdopaong o€ 10T00eNSEG e NAPdVopO NEPIE- of access to websites with illegal content. Furthermore,
x6pevo. EmmAéov, n npootacia Twv npoownikwv Sedopévwv the protection of personal data and privacy is an important
Ka1 ™G 1I01wTIKNAG {wNC anoTeAel onpavTikd @paypo otnv ave- barrier to the uncontrolled dissemination of information,
EEheykn didxuon MANPOQOPINY, EVM KAl N TIVEUPATIKN 1810- while the intellectual property of works of speech and
KTnofa épywv AGYOU Kal €1kOvag anaitel oefaopd, WOote n image requires respect, so that knowledge can be dissemi-
yvaon va diadidetar eAelBepa xwpig va napapialoval ta di- nated freely, without violating the rights of the creators.

KAI@PATA TV dNUIOUPY®V.

* [a ri¢c avdykeg ¢ ExBeong, ol npdvoiec tou dpBpou HA *For the Exhibition, the provisions of Article 5A were ren-
anobobnkav LEow EIKAOTIKOU BIVTEO LIE KIVOULEVES EIKOVEG, dered through animated video; a selection of the video ima-
enloyn twv onolwv napartibetatl otov KatdAoyo. ges is listed in the Catalog.
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Koivovika dikaiopata
Kai Eyyunoeic tou Kpdtoug

To XUvtaypa &ev nepiopidetal 0TnV KATOXUpWON POVO ATOMI-
KWV ENeUBEPIOV Kal dikaiwpdTtwv, ald pe to dpbpo 25, nou
Katéxel 101aitepn B€on oto eANAnvIkd ouvtaypatko dikaio, dia-
HopWVETal T0 BeopikO NMAAioI0 NPOOTACiag TwV SIKAIWHATWV
Kai BePeNIOVETAl N AEITOUPYia TOU KOIVWVIKOU KPdTog dikaiou.
To ouykekpIpévo ApBPo anoteAei «epUNVEUTIKO KAEIDi» ONO-
KAnpou tou Mépoug B tou Xuvtdypatog, kabopidovtag, Ue
Bdon TIC apxéC TNC 100TNTAC Kal TOU 0€BAcHOU Kal TG NMpo-
otaoiag g avBpwmivng agiag, Tn SeoPEUTIKOTNTA TWV SIKAIW-
HaTwv via 6Aa ta Kpatukd 6pyava, Ty AUECN EQAPUOYN TOUG,
TNV apxn ¢ avaroyikdTNTag Kai Tov pOAO ToU KPAToug otnv
e€aopAdhion KoIvwvikng aAnAeyyung kai 106tntag. Or diado-
X1kéC avaBewpnoeig tou 2001, 2008, 2019 evioxuoav akdun
NEPICOOTEPO TNV AMOTEAEOUATIKOTNTA TN OUYKEKPIUEVNG OU-
viaypatkng didtagng, 186iwg pe v eioaywyn pntng avagopdc
0TO KOIVWVIKO KPATOG Kal OTNV UMOXPEWON TOU VOUOBETN yia
NPAYHATIKN MPooTacid Twv SIKAIWPATWV.

pog Tov oKond autod, TO KPATOG OPYAVMVEl Eva MAEyUa Oe-
op®V Kar Snpdoiwv unnpeoiwv, dnhadn dnpdola ocuothpata,
TIOU anOOTOAN TOUG &ival Va NAPEXOUV OTOUG NMONTEG KOIVWVIKEG
unnpeoieg. H onpacia twv Snpdoiwv ouotnpdtwy EyKertal 0To
o1 Siaogaridouv v kaBohikdTnta, SnAadn 6T OAO1 01 IONTEG,
ave€apTNTwE TN OIKOVOUIKNG Toug duvatotntag, XOouv npo-
ofaon oug OXeUKES unnpeoieg. Enopévwg, 1o dpbpo 25 tou
YUVTAYHATOG €YKaIVIAZEl pia oUuyxpovn, OAOKANpwpévn avti-
Anpn twv BepeNiwdnv dikaiwpdtwy, n onoia ouvOéetal e TV
10€a NG KOIVWVIKNG AAANAEYYUNG Kal TOU KOIVWVIKOU KPATOUG
dikaiou. MapdA\nAa, el0aver pia teAeoloyikn didotaon ota O1-
KAIOpATA: N doknon Toug Npénel va oupPBAaAAer Ox1 pdvo otnv
atopIkn eAeubepia ald Kar o€ KOIVwVIKN TPA0d0 Kal kabiotd
NV NPAYUAT®won TG apxng tou oefaopol otnv agia tou Av-
Bpwnou -kabe avBpmnou- w¢ PETPOU NG Anpokpatiag.

Y€ auto To NAaiolo, To dpBpo 21 NpoPAENEl KOIVWVIKEG EyyUN-
O€IC TIOU ApOopPOUV TNV NPOOTAcia TNG OIKOYEVEIACG, TOU YALOU,

Social rights
and State Guarantees

The Constitution is not limited to the guarantee of individual
freedoms and rights, but with article 25, which holds a special
place in Greek constitutional law, the institutional framework
for the protection of rights is formed and the functioning of
the social rule of law is established. This article constitutes
an "interpretative key" for the entire Part B of the Constitution,
determining, based on the principles of equality and respect
and protection of human value, the binding nature of rights
for all state organs, their direct application, the principle of
proportionality, the role of the state in ensuring social solidarity
and equality. The successive revisions of 2001, 2008, 2019
further strengthened the effectiveness of this specific consti-
tutional provision, especially by introducing an explicit refe-
rence to the welfare state and the legislator's obligation to
effectively protect rights.

To this end, the state organizes a network of institutions
and public services, that is, public systems, whose mission
1s to provide citizens with social services. The importance
of public systems lies in ensuring universality, that is, that
all citizens, regardless of their financial capacity, have ac-
cess to the relevant services. Therefore, Article 25 of the
Constitution inaugurates a modern, comprehensive under-
standing of fundamental rights, which is linked to the idea
of social solidarity and the social rule of law. At the same
time, it introduces a teleological dimension to rights: their
exercise must contribute not only to individual freedom
but also to social progress and makes the realization of
the principle of respect for the value of the Human -every
human being- a standard of Democracy.

In this context, Article 21 provides social guarantees con-
cerning the protection of the family, marriage, motherhood,
childhood, large families, the disabled, war victims, those
in need of special care, the health of citizens, youth, old
age, disability, the destitute and the homeless.
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NG PNTPOTNTAG, NG NAISIKAG NAIKIAG, TWV MOAUTEKVWY, TWV
avannpwy, Twv BUPATWV NOAEUOU, TV AVIATWY KAl TV EXOVIWV
avdykn e181KNg @povtidag, TE Uyeiag Twv NONT®Y, TG VEOTNTAG,
TOU YNPATo¢, TG avannpiag, Twv andpwv Kai Twv aoTeywy.

H pntponta tuyxavel pntng Kai EVIOXUPEVNG POCTAciag wg
KQaip1ag KOIVWVIKNG AEIToupyiag, nou ekteivetal otn diacpd-
AION NG 100TIUNG GUUHETOXNG TNG YUVAIKAG OTNV ENAYYEAUA-
TIKN, o1Koyevelakn kar Snpdoia (wn, péow EI0IKWV EYYUNCEWY
ToU a@opoUV TV ao@dAeld, TIC ASEIES Kal TNV KOIVWVIKN Pé-

pipva.

H naidikn nhikia avayvwpidetal ¢ otddio nou anartei €101kN
Kal auénpévn @povtida. H eknaibeuon, n uyeia kal n KOvw-
VIKN Npootaocia anotehouv Bepeiodn dikaiwpata tou naidiou.
Ano6 1o oxohikd nepiBPdAov €wg 1o naixvidl otnv auAn, to
naidi TiBetal 0TO ENIKEVIPO TNG OUVIAYHATIKNG PEPIUVAG Kal
npootaociac.

MNa ta ynpateld, To XUviaypa eyyudtal Ty ao@Aaleia Kai Ty
adlonpéneia. H tpitn nAikia dev avtipetonidetal g nabntikog
Séxng ppovtidag, ald w¢ evepyd PENOG TNG KOIVWVIiAg HE
eunelpia kar pvapn. H ouvtadiodotikn npootacia kar n npd-
opaon otnv uyeia sivar avayvopion g 01d Biou cupBoAng
ToU avBpwnou otnv Kovotnta.

Téhog, oto XUvtaypa divetar éggaon otnv €yyunon ¢ au-
TOVOiag, NG ENAYYEAUATIKNG EVIAENG Kal TNG GUUHETOXNG
TWV aTOPWV HE avannpia oty KOIVWVIKNA, OTKOVOUIKA Kal Mo-
NTIKN .

* Ta naibid ontikonoloUV Ta atolikd Kal KOWwVIKd Sikalwuata
LE Ta {wypa@ikd Epya Toug, nou npopxoviai ano 1o Mouoeio
EAAnviknic TNMabikric Téxvng.

Motherhood is explicitly protected as an essential social
function, ensuring women's equal participation in profes-
sional, family, and public life, through specific guarantees
relating to safety, leave entitlements, and social welfare
provisions.

Childhood is acknowledged as a stage requiring special
and enhanced care. Education, health, and social protection
are fundamental rights of every child. From the classroom
to the playground, the child is placed at the centre of con-
stitutional concern and protection.

For old age, the Constitution guarantees security and dig-
nity. The elderly are not treated as passive recipients of
care, but as active members of society with experience
and memory. Pension protection and access to health care
are recognition of a person’s lifelong contribution to the
Community.

Finally, the Constitution emphasizes the guarantee of au-
tonomy, professional integration and participation of per-
sons with disabilities in social, economic and political life.

* Children visualize individual and social rights with their
paintings from the Museum of Greek Children’s Art.
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1. Avdpiavonotulou Ayyehikn, 7 etwv, Mouoegio EAAnvikng Tlaidikng Téxvng

1. Andrianopoulou Angeliki, 7 years old, Museum of Greek Children's Art
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2. Avapvnotikn ékdoon ypappatoonuwv yia 1o Aiebvég Etog Maidiol, 27 louviou 1979
Oi\otehiko kar Taxudpopikd Mouaeio, oxediaon T1. TpapBaiog — B. Kwvotavtivéag

2. Commemorative stamp edition for the International Year of the Child, June 27, 1979
Philatelic and Postal Museum, design by P. Gravvalos - V. Konstantineas
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3. Ynépvnua yuvaikeiwv 0pyavooemy nou PETEXouv otnv INaveAnvia
Emitponn vlonoinong twv otoxwv tou Etoug tou Maibioy, x.x.

BiBhioOnkn g Boulng, Mnevdkeiog BiBAo6nkn, Apxeio Bipyiviag Taoudepou

3. Memorandum of women's organizations participating
in the Panhellenic Committee for the implementation
of the goals of the Year of the Child, n.d.

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library, Virginia Tsouderou Archive
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4. UNICEF - EAAHNIKH ETMITPOIH YYNEPTAZIAY,
JuuBaon yia ta Aikaidpara tou lNaidioy, X.X.

BipAioOnkn g Boukng, Mnevdkeiog BiBAo6nkn, Apxeio Bipyiviag Taoudepou
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FMATA
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TOY NAIAIOY

4. UNICEF — GREEK COOPERATION COMMITTEE,
Convention on the Rights of the Child, n.d.

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library, Virginia Tsouderou Archive
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5. Biloaywyikd onpegiopa g
YnoupyoU Mapiéttag
MNavvdkou og UANGdIO Tou
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Mnevakeiog BiphioOnkn,
Apxeio Bipyiviag Tooudepou
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- 5. Introductory note by

i
]
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b S et VETTE Minister Marietta Giannakou
ey gt s Ay in a brochure of the Ministry
e — PNy W SRS e - -

FRETETE O TTEIRE . — I e e Sl (- Sy of I-!ealth, Welfare and

A A 8L EEE By e T e T S Social Insurance for

Children's Day,
December 11, 1990
Hellenic Parliament Library,

Benakeios Library,
Virginia Tsouderou Archive

H AigBvric ZupPaon
yia ta Aikaidpata
tou [Maidiol

O it o0 o e et p&amAaAdyia

0 Xuvnyopog tou TMaidiot anotehei and to 2003
Tunpa g Ave€dptnng Apxng «Zuviyopog Tou
ToAitn» ka1 aoxoAeital pe unoBéoeig napapidocwy
SIKaIwUATwV Tou naidiol, avaAapBAavovtag ypantég
avapopég Kai napepBaivoviag autendyyehta oe
NIEPINTWOEIC NOU Kpivetal avaykaio. Mepipva,
€niong, yia v NapakoAoudnon g EQaApHOoYNG Tng
vopoBeoiag kal twv diebvmv ouppacewv
Sikaiwpdtwv tou naidiov.

6. Children's Ombudsman, International
Convention on the Rights of the Child in simple
words. The Children's Ombudsman has been part
of the Independent "Ombudsman" Authority
since 2003, dealing with cases of violations of
children's rights, taking written reports and
intervening ex officio in cases where necessary. [ 1

It also ensures the monitoring of the W Hﬂﬂﬁw.‘&
implementation of legislation and international
conventions on children's rights.
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7. Ayyehikn-Mapia Pidonouiou, 10,5 €10y,
Mouoeio EANAnvikng Tlaidikng Téxvng

7. Angeliki-Maria Rizopoulou, 10.5 years old,
Museum of Greek Children's Art

8. Tdoog Taoipkividng, 10 1wy,
Mouoeio EN\nvikng Maidikng Téxvng

8. Tasos Tsirkinidis, 10 years old,
Museum of Greek Children's Art
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9. Opadiko épyo naidiwv AueA, Mouaogio ENnvikng Maidikng Téxvng

9. Group project from chilcren with disabilities, Museum of Greek Children's Art

' ANTonKs "’”’f-r'-nm,m

10. Avtoyvng Ayyeldnoudog, 12 etwv, Mouoegio ENnvikng Maidikng Téxvng

10. Antonis Angelopoulos, 12 years old, Museum of Greek Children's Art



To &iké pag Zuvtaypa 1975 - 2025 I 247

Al

SYTT3H ‘é’llb’dﬂﬂNH? HAINHVV3

it

r"-"
ET
Lhma s

25
W

i

—

| ST VILVEAOWHY HINHVY3

——— T3

SVTTIH VILYHOWHT HINHVY

| SYTT3H VILYHIOWHT HAINHVY3

11. Avapvnotikn ogipd ypappatoonpwv «H Auvapn tg 6éAnong: AOANTEG pe €181kéG OeCIOTNTES>,
22 YenteyPpiou 2004

Oi\oteNiko Kar Taxudpouikd Mouoeio

11. Commemorative stamp edition "The Power of Will: Athletes with Special Skills",
September 22, 2004

Philatelic and Postal Museum
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12. «Ohor Movadikoi, 0ot lool — UNIQUALL»,
Teuxidio 4 aUTOKOMNTWY YPAUHATOONH®Y
agiepwpévmv og dpdon euaiobntonoinong

yia tov autiopd, 12 Maptiou 2024

Oi\otehikO Kar Taxudpopikd Mouaeio

12. "All Unique, All Equal — UNIQUALL",
set of 4 self-adhesive stamps dedicated
to autism awareness campaign, March 12, 2024

Philatelic and Postal Museum

L s FRET L L0 o
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13. Yuvnyopog tou Tokitn, Aikaidpata twv atopwv pe avannpieg: Eidikr ExBeon 2024
H éktn Katd ogipd ékBeon anod tnv avddeon otov Luviyopo Tou ToAitn g €181KNG
appodI6TNTAg yia TNV eEWTEPIKN, aveEdpTnTN NAPAKOAOUBNON TNG EPAPLOYNG

¢ XUpuBaong tou OHE yia ta dikaiopata twv Atopwv pe Avannpia

(v. 4488/2017, ap. 72).

AIKAIOMATA
The sixth report since the Ombudsman was assigned the special competence Tﬁ N ATDM QN

for the external, independent monitoring of the implementation of the UN Convention ;
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Law 4488,/2017, Art. 72). M E A NAHHFIEE

13. Greek Ombudsman, Rights of Persons with Disabilities: Special Report 2024




To &ikd pag Zuvtaypa 1975 - 2025 I 249

14. To Xuvtaypa tng EAaSag o ypapn braille

Empéheia kar extinwon: Kévipo Exnaideuong kar Anokatdotaong
Tuph@v (KEAT)

; WJ.-!, e : . 14. The Constitution of Greece in braille

Ty : : l.‘q-""f .r d bt - k Edited and printed by the Center for Education and
¥ : Rehabilitation for the Blind (CERB)

Toyiog Braile 106

el H-i‘l ‘ ‘i’" "‘“ bt j Ei“-
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15. Antikd épyo o€ Tpiodidotaon ektunwon, dnpioupyia tou Kévipou Exknaibeuong kar Anokardotaong
TupA@v, pe napdotacn avoixtou BiBAiou, otig oeNibeg Tou omnoifou anotun@vovtal, o€ braille kai ypagn
yia BAénovteg, ta apBpa 21 kar 25 tou Zuvtdypatog, nou avagépovtal o€ Bépata avannpiag

Kévtpo Exnaideuong kar Anokatdotaong TupAmv (KEAT)

15. A tactile work in 3D printing, created by the Center for Education and Rehabilitation for the
Blind, with the representation of Articles 21 and 25 of the Constitution, which refer to disability
issues on an open book with pages printed in braille and writing for the sighted

Center for Education and Rehabilitation for the Blind (CERB)



Yyeia ka1 Kowvovikh Ao@diion

H vyeia eival n katdotaon nARPoOUSC OwUATIKAC, WUXI-
KAC Kal KOWWVIKAG eVeEiag kal Oxt anAw¢ n anovoia
aobévelac 1 avannpiag

(Maykodouio¢ Opyaviouoc Yyeiag, 1948)

H uyeia anotelei Uyioto KovwvikG ayabd kar Bacikd O1-
Kaiopa kdBe avBp®nou Kal n NpooTacia TG €Xel avayvwpi-
otel WG Bepehwdeg dikaimpa and tn diebvn kovdtnta. Xe
€0VIKO eninedo Katoxupwvetal pntd oto XUvtaypd, ol diatd-
&e1¢ Tou onoiou KaBIOTOUV TNV UYEia aVTIKEIPEVO AUEONG Kpa-
TIKNG pépipvag kai empdailouv n dnpioupyia evog 10xupoU
OUOTNPATOC UYEIOVOUIKNAG MepiBaAyng. Xto XUVIaypa TOu
1975, n npootaoia Tng uyeiag epgavifetal wg KEVIPIKO OTOoI-
XEI0 TOU KOIVWVIKOU KpdToug dikaiou Kal wg BepeNindeg ato-
HIKO dikaiwpa. H ouvtaypatukn Katoxupwon unnpée Kavo-
TOUOC YIa TV €noxn Tng. To KpdAtog unoxpeoutal Oxi PHOvo
Va NAPEXEN UNNPEieg uyeiag, al\d Kar va avantuooel MONITI-
KEG NPOANWYNG, EVNUEPWONG Kal KOIWVWVIKNG othpiEng, dia-
o@aAifovtag 6T 01 MOIOTIKEG MAPOXES UYEIAG MAPAUEVOUV
npooBdoipeg yia 6Aoug. EmmAéov, n npootacia kai n dia-
opdhion tng uyeiag and to kpdto¢ ouvdéetal pe dAa O1-
Kaiopata, 6nwg, yia napdderypa, n npootacia Tou QUOIKOU
Ka1 NONITIoTIKOU nePIBAANOVTOG.

Kupiapxn 61atagn anoteAei 1o apbpo 21, nap. 3 tou Zuvid-
YHOTOGC, VA ONUavTIKG epunveutikd pdro Siadpapatidouv ta
apbpa 5, nap. 5 (petd v avabewpnon tou 2001), 25, nap.
1-4 (Bepehwdn Sikai®paTa Kal KoIvwVvikd Kpdtog) kar 22
(epyaoiakn uyeia kar aopdieia). H ouvtaypatkn pdon tou
dpbpou 21, nap. 3 unnpée KPioIUN Kal 0€ OXETIKEG VOLUOAOYiES
ToU XupBouliou ¢ Emikpateiag nou ékpivav 6Tl n uyeia
anartel ouvexn Kpatikn PépIpva kar oxediaopd. Anokoplpwia
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Health and Social Security

Health is a state of complete physical, mental and
social well-being and not merely the absence of dise-
ase or infirmity

(World Health Organisation, 1948)

Health is a supreme social good and a basic right of every
human being, and its protection has been recognized as a
fundamental right by the international community. At the
national level, it is explicitly enshrined in the Constitution,
the provisions of which make health an object of direct
state concern and require the creation of a strong health
care system. In the 1975 Constitution, the protection of
health appears as a central element of the social state of
law and as a fundamental individual right. The constitutional
enshrining was innovative for its time. The state is obliged
not only to provide healthcare services, but also to develop
prevention, information and social support policies, ensuring
that qualitative health services remain accessible to all. In
addition, the protection and safeguarding of health by the
state is linked to other rights, such as, for example, the
protection of the natural and cultural environment.

The dominant relevant provision is Article 21, par. 3 of the
Constitution, while Article 5, par. 5 (after the 2001 revision),
Article 25, par. 1-4 (fundamental rights and social state)
and Article 22 (occupational health and safety) play an im-
portant interpretative role. The constitutional basis of Ar-
ticle 21, par. 3, has also been crucial in relevant case law
of the Council of State, which ruled that health requires
continuous state care and planning. The culmination of
this care and planning was the creation of the National
Health System (ESY) with Law 1397,/1983, a fundamental
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AUTNG TNG UEPIHVAG Kal ToU oxediaopou unnpée n dnuioupyia
ToU EOvikoU ZXuothpatog Yyeiag (EXY) pe tov vouo
1397/1983, pmiag Bepehiddoug petappubuiong nou €0eoe
WG NPOTEPAIOTNTA TIG APXEC TNG 100TNTAG 0NV NPOoPaAcN Kdai
NG KaBoNKOTNTAg otnv KAAUWN, pe Snpioupyia Sieupupévwyv
onuéoiwv dopwv uyeiag. O OUYKEKPIPEVOS VOUOG O1apop-
(PWOe €va NAAiolo apx®V, NPOTEPAIOTATWY KAl KATEUBUVOEWV
nou Bwpdkioav Tov Topéa G uyeiag, npoadidovtag ta xa-
PAKTNPIOTIKA MOU anaitoUoE n Kupiapxn avtiAnyn TG ENOXNG:
OT N uyeia anoteAei KOIVwVIKO ayabd To onoio napéxetar Ue
€uBuvn ToU KPAToug, 0TO GUVOAO TwV NONT®V, ave€dptnta
and TNV OIKOVOUIKN, KOIVWVIKN Kal ENAYYEAUATIKA TOUG Ka-
Tdotaon.

Apeoa ouvoedepévn He TNV Uyeia gival n KOIVOVIKN ao@dion
WG €vag anod TouG ONUAVTIKOTEPOUG BECUOUE TOU KOIVWVIKOU
Kpdatoug dikaiou. Anookonei 0TV NPOOTacia Twv NONTOV
and Kivduvoug nou aneilolv Tnv ac@dAeia kar v aglonpé-
neid toug. Aev gival anA®g pia AEIToupyia Tou KPAToug, aAAd
OUVTAYHATIKA KaToXupwpévo dikaiwpa, onwg npoPAénetal
0to dpBpo 22, nap. 5, 10 onoio opilel: «To Kpdtog pepipva
Y1d TNV KOIVWVIKA Aao@ANIoN Twv £pyalopévmy, onwg vOHog
opiCer». H diatnpnon evég Piwoipou, diKAIOU Kal anotele-
opatikoU acpaNioTIKoU OUOTNUATOG AnOTEAET VOUIKA Kal NOIKN
unoxpéwon tng TloNteiag, ouvdedepévn e TNV KOIVWVIKNA
ouUVvOoXnN Kal T SnPoKpatiKn apxn.

reform that prioritized the principles of equality in access
and universality in coverage, by creating expanded public
health structures. This specific law formed a framework of
principles, priorities and directions that protected the health
sector, giving it the characteristics required by the dom-
inant perception of the time: that health is a social good
that is provided under the responsibility of the state, to all
citizens, regardless of their economic, social and profes-
sional status.

Directly linked to health is social security as one of the
most important institutions of the social state based on
the rule of law. It aims to protect citizens from risks that
threaten their safety and dignity. It is not simply a function
of the state, but a constitutionally guaranteed right, as
provided for in Article 22, par. 5, which states: "The State
shall care for the social security of the working people, as
specified by law". Maintaining a sustainable, fair and effec-
tive insurance system is a legal and also a moral obligation
of the State, linked to social cohesion and the democratic
principle.
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1. Aimoloyikn ékBeon tou vopooxediou «EBviké XUotnua Yyeiag» e otoxo v 106TnTa NpoOoBacng oe UNNPECIEG Uyeiag

BiphioOnkn g Boulng, KovoBouleutika Apxeia

1. Explanatory report to the draft law "National Healthcare System", aiming at equal access to health services

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Archives
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2. O Nopyog Mevvnuatdg pe mv

i Mapiétta Navvakou kai tov
"mmnﬂulu l Kwvotavtivo Xtepavh oto
) T f TMaveAknvio Zuvédpio Mpoaywyng
1 P ka1 Aywyng Yyeiag yia tig
nr nr“z '" unnpeoieg NPOANYNG, X.X.
dedoepill BiBAi06nkn Bouhng, Mnevdakeiog

wm m w M# BipNioBnkn, Apxeio MNapyou Mevvnpatd

2. Giorgos Gennimatas with
Marietta Giannakou and
Konstantinos Stefanis at the
Panhellenic Conference on Health
Promotion and Education for
preventive services, n.d.

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios
Library, Giorgos Gennimatas Archive

3. Eniokewn tou Nwpyou Mevvnuatd oto Kévipo Yyeiag EAaocodvag, 1o npoto
nou 16puBnke otnv EANASa, 29 AekepPpiou 1986, pwt. Apoi Avayvwotdnoulol

BiBAioBnkn Bouhng, Mnevdkeiog BiBhiobnkn, Apxeio MNwpyou Mevvnuatd

3. Visit of Giorgos Gennimatas to the Elassona Healthcare Center, the first
to be established in Greece, December 29, 1986, photo Anagnostopouloi Bros

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library, Giorgos Gennimatas Archive

4. Keipevo tou Nwpyou Mevvnpatd yia v Mokiukn Yyeiag, X.x.

BiBM06nkn Boulng, Mnevdkeiog BiBhodnkn, Apxeio MNopyou Mevvnpatd

4, Text by Giorgos Gennimatas on Health Policy, n.d.
Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library, Giorgos Gennimatas Archive
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$ Hellenic Parliament Library, Daily and Periodical Press Collection
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6. To lMNpdypappa tou NMAZOK via tv Kovavikn Aogdeia, X.X.

BiBA06nkn Boung, Mnevdkeiog BiBhobnkn, Apxeio MNmpyou evvnpatd

6. The PASOK Program for Social Security, n.d.
Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library, Giorgos Gennimatas Archive



Aikaiopata twv epyalouévmv:
Epyacia ka1 ouvdikahiotikn eheubepia

H epyaoia avayvwpidetar oto Xuvtaypa éx1 Hovo wg péco Pio-
NopIopoU, aAd Kal w¢ Paoikd Kal avandomnaoTto OTOIXEIo yia
Vv EAeUBEPN avantuén g NPOoWNIKOTNTAG TOU avBpwnou, T
Siaopahion ¢ adlonpéneiag Kai g KOIVWVIKNG OUUHETOXNG.

YUp@WVa HE To ApBpo 22 Tou LUVIAYHATOG, N EPYACia AMOTEAE
Oikaiwpa kar npootateUetal and 1o Kpdtog, Tou onoiou o1 uno-
XpeWOEeIC opidovtal, wate va diaopaliletal éva eEAdXIoTo eninedo
KOIVWVIKNG S1KAI00UVNG Kal i0€G EUKAIPiES y1a GAOUG TOUG €p-
yaddpevoug, eva avayvwpiovial ol GUNOYIKEC oupBdoelg ep-
yaoiag. MapdMnia pe 1o Sikaiwpa oty epyacia, 10 dpdpo 23
TOU XUVIAYHATOG Eyyudtal TNV NPootacia G OUVOIKANOTIKNG
eNEUOEPIAC Kal KATOXUPWVEL TO dIKaiwUa oTtnv anepyia wg Ko-
pupaia ékppaon g ouvOIkahioTKNG dpdong yia  diagUAain
Ka1 MPOaywyn Twv OIKOVOUIK®WV Kal EPYACIAKWY, YEVIKA, OUU-
PEPOVTWV TWV EPYAlOPEVV.

H onpacia tg ouviaypaukng npootaciag givar peydin, ka-
B¢ unoxpewvel To Kpdtog va diao@alilel 6xi1 pdvo v ana-
ox6Anon aA\d kai v noidTnTa ¢ pyaaniag. Baoikd otoixeia
auTAG TG npootaciag anoteAouV:

e To Sikaimpa omv epyaocia yia GAOUC TOUG MOAITEC Nou
UTNOXPEWVE] TO KPATOG va dnpioupyei ouvONKeg yia agio-
npenn anaoxdéinon, e€aopalidfoviag t ouvdeon NG €p-
vaoiag pe v avBpomivn aia kar aglonpéneia.

« Hion apoipn yia iong agiag epyaocia wg KAToxupwon g
ApXNE TG 100TNTAG aveSapTATWE UAOU h AAANG Sidkpiong,
npowdwvtag t Sikaioouvn OTOV XWPO EPYATiag.

« H kovwvikn ac@dNion yia v onoia 10 KpAtog opeilel
va pepipvd kar va Siaopalilel yia 6Aoug toug epyaldpe-
VOUG, KAAUNTOVTAC oUVIASIoO0TIKA, UYEIOVOUIKA Kal ao@a-
NoTiKa Sikaiwpara.
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Workers' rights:
Work and freedom of association

Work is recognized in the Constitution not only as a means
of livelihood, but also as a basic and integral element for the
free development of the human personality, the assurance
of dignity and social participation.

According to Article 22 of the Constitution, work is a right
and it is protected by the State, whose obligations are de-
fined, in order to ensure a minimum level of social justice
and equal opportunities for all workers, while collective la-
bour agreements are recognized. In addition to the right to
work, Article 23 of the Constitution guarantees the protection
of freedom of association and enshrines the right to strike as
the highest expression of trade union action in order to pro-
tect and promote the financial and the general labour inte-
rests of working people.

The importance of constitutional protection is great, as
it obliges the State to ensure not only employment but
also the quality of work. Basic elements of this protection
are:

« The right to work for all citizens, which obliges the
state to create conditions for decent employment, en-
suring the connection of work with human value and
dignity.

+ Equal pay for work of equal value as a guarantee of the
principle of equality, regardless of gender or other dis-
crimination, promoting justice in the workplace.

« Social security, which the state must provide and ensure
for all workers, covering pension, health and insurance
rights.
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* H ouvdikahioukn eheubepia w¢ BepeN®OEC KOIVWVIKG &1- « Trade union freedom as a fundamental social right that
Kaiwpa NMou KAatoxXup@vel T GUANOYIKA dpdon Twv pya- enshrines the collective action of workers as an integral
Opévwv w¢ avandonaoto otoixeio Anpokpatiag kar Sia- element of Democracy and ensures the participation of
0@ahilel T ouppetoxn Twv epyaldopévav ot diapdpewon workers in the shaping of their working conditions. In
TwV 0pwV £pyaciag Toug. XIv eANANVIKN évvoun Tagn npo- the Greek legal order, it is primarily protected by Article
otateletal NpwTioTws and 1o dpbpo 23, nap. 1 tou 2u- 23, par. 1 of the Constitution, while it is also linked to
VIAYHATOG, VM OUVOEETAl Kal Pe AAAa OIKai®patd, 6nwg other rights, such as freedom of expression (Article 14),
v exeubepia ékppaong (dpbpo 14), tnv eheubepia ou- freedom of assembly (Article 11), and the social rule of
vadpoiong (apBpo 11), aAAd kai 1o KOIVwVIKO kpdtog Oi- law (Article 25).

Kaiou (dpBpo 25).
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1. Navvng Wuxonaidng, AiabrnAwon
KdpBouvo oe xapti, 51 x 59 ek.

Bouli twv ENvav, Zuloyn Epywv Téxvng

1. Yannis Psychopaidis, Demonstration
Charcoal on paper, 51 x 59 cm

Hellenic Parliament, Art Collection
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2.0pnia tou MpwBunoupyou Kwvotavtivou -

KapapavAn otnv npoowpivi dioiknon tg MLEE,
HMEPIE THE KYBEPNHIEQL
Q\*I%ﬁrﬁw éwta‘:ﬁmk#:r ot

7 OxtwPpiou 1974 . i
16pupa «Kwvotavtivog I'. KapapavAng» ' LW L
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2. Speech by Prime Minister Konstantinos ] B
Karamanlis to the provisional administration
of the General Confederation of Greek Trade

Unions, October 7, 1974
"Konstantinos G. Karamanlis" Foundation

3. Jlepi enavapopds twv EBvIKOV LUNOYIKOV S
YupBdoewv Epyaociag, katapynoews tou
napepPBatikoU SIKAIOUATOS €Ni LUANOYIKOV
YUPBACEWV Kal TPOTONOINCENS Kal
oupnAnp@oews tou N. 3239/1955»,

v.6. 73/1974 (OEK A" 275/2.10.1974)

BiBAioBnkn tng BouAng, KoivoBouheutikn Zuhhoyn
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3. "On the reinstatement of the National
Collective Labour Agreements, the abolition
of the right to intervene in Collective
Agreements and the amendment and
supplementation of Law 3239,/1955", SR T T T T = T ITl.Td:TT011 .
Legislative Decree 73/1974 WHMEFL?) TH? KBYBEENAZED!
(Government Gazette A' 275,/2.10.1974) LR P, i ey bl By Bt e gttt
Hellenic Parliament Library, THE EAAHNIKHE AHMOKPATIAZ
Parliamentary Collection

4. Jlepi anokataotdoews TwV OUVOIKANOTIKOV
eNeUBepIV>, v.6. 42/1974
(OEK A" 13/14.9.1974)

BiBAioB1nkn g Boulng, KoivoBouheutikn Zuh\oyn

4. "On the restoration of trade union freedoms",
Legislative Decree 42/1974
(Government Gazette A' 13/14.9.1974)

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection
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5. Yuykévipwon yia Tov €0ptacuod g Mpwtopayidg
070 KAeloTd yrnedo tou Indptivyk, 1974-1985
AXKI, Apxeio Znvag Padn

5. Gathering for the celebration of Labour Day at
the Sporting Indoor Hall, 1974-1985

ASKI, Zina Razis Archive
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6. Kivntonoinoeig Kar anepyieg twv epyalopévwv otn Biopnxavia KoupTivav
STICKEREI I. TIOYAITXIAHZE, 1974-1989

AZKI, dwtoypaikd apxeio epnuepidag Zootaiotikr AAAayn

6. Mobilizations and strikes of workers in the curtain industry STICKERE]
G. POULITSIDIS, 1974-1989

ASKI, Photo archive of the newspaper Socialistiki Allagi

3 " Ny waf s i, 7. Tlpoknpuén yia v anepyia twv epyatwv Tou epyootaciou 1itoog,
rkaes ¥ 5 lTouviou 1975

AIKI, Apxeio Avvag Oihivn

e o o . 3 7. Proclamation for the strike of the Pitsos factory workers,
. ! 3 June 5, 1975

ASKI, Anna Filini Archive
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8. Kivntonomoeig anoAupévmy tou
€PY0O0TACIOU NAPAYWYNG ONiPTWV
BEATIE=, 1980-1989

AXKI, dwtoypa@ikd apxeio epnpepidag
Joowalwotikry AAAayn

8. Mobilizations of laid-off
workers from the VELPEX match
factory, 1980-1989

ASKI, Photo archive of the newspaper
Socialistiki Allagi

9. Kivntonomoeig epyalopévav otn propnxavia avayuktkov HBH, 1985
AXKI, dwtoypapikd apxeio epnuepidag Zootaiotiki AAAayr)

9. Workers' mobilizations in the /VI soft drink industry, 1985
ASKI, Photo archive of the newspaper Socialistiki Allagi

10. AiadnAwoeig tou Xwpateiou Epyadopévmv g
®appakoPiounxaviag BIOGAPM gvdvtia 0To KAEIOIHO,
1986

AXKI, dwtoypaikd apxeio epnuepidag ZootaAiotiki AAayr

10. Demonstrations of the BIOPHARM Pharmaceutical
Industry Workers' Union against the closure, 1986

ASKI, Photo archive of the newspaper Socialistiki Allagi
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11. Ynouvnua g Zuvtovioukng Enitponng
Epyalopévwv Muvaikav (ZEEN) npog ™ BouAn pe
NPOTACEIG YIa TNV NPOOTAdia TG yuvaikeiag epyaaciag
Kal TNV KAtoxUpwon 100TIUNG apoIBng

BiBAioOnkn g Boulng, Mnevdkelog BiBAiobnkn,

Apxeio Bipyiviag Taoudepou

11. Memorandum of the Coordinating Committee of
Working Women (SEEG) to the Parliament with
proposals for the protection of women's work and the
guarantee of equal pay

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library,

Virginia Tsouderou Archive

12. Eionynukn ékBeon tou vopooxediou «[1a tov
ekOnpokpatiopd Tou XuvdikaNiotikou Kivipatog kai tnv
KATOXUPWON TwWV GUVOIKANIOTIK®OV EAEUDEPIDV TWV
epyalopévav», v. 1264,/1982 (OEK A° 79/1.7.1982)
0 vopog apopoloe 0TNV KATOXUpWwon TV
OUVOIKANIOTIKOV OIKAIWUAT®V TV EPYAlOEVMV Kal
pUBuIoE TNV idpuon, 0pyAvwWaon Kal Aitoupyia Twv
OUVOIKANIOTIKOV 0pYAVOOEWV.

BiBhioOnkn g Boulng, KotvoBouleutikd Apxeia

12. Explanatory report to the draft law "For the
democratization of the Trade Union Movement and
the guarantee of trade union freedoms of workers",
Law 1264,/1982 (Government Gazette A'
79/1.7.1982)

The law concerned the guarantee of trade union
rights of workers and regulated the establishment,
organization and operation of trade union
organizations.

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Archives

13. Eionynuikn ékBeon tou vouooxediou «Ilepi tponou Sievepyeiag
TWV APXAIPECIOV KAl MAONG YUOEWS EKAOYQV EIG T
epyatoUnaAAnAIKd Kai enayyeAaTiKkd OwpATEia Kal EVOOEIS AUT®V»,
V. 6/1975 (DEK A" 22/15.2.1975)

BiphioOnkn g Boulng, KoivoBouleutika Apxeia

13. Explanatory report to the draft law "On the method of
conducting elections and all kinds of voting in workers' and
professional unions and their associations", Law 6,/1975
(Government Gazette A' 22/15.2.1975)

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Archives
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14. «H loéwnta v ®UAwvV», 010 Entd xpdvia SouAsidg (apibuoi
Kai Saypdupata xwpic Adyia), Ynoupyeio Epyaciag, Abnva 1981,
0. 28-29

NopoBetikég napepBAceIg yia t Vopikn 10oTidia twv §U0 eUAwY
Kal o€ epyaoiakd Bépata, Ye pwtoypagia and v unoypapn g
EBvikng Mevikng Luhloyikng XupBaong Epyaciag otig 26
deBpouapiou 1975, nou kabiépwoe tv ion apoifn yia avopeg
Kal YUVAIKEG.

1&10TKA ZUNOYN

14. "Gender Equality", in Seven Years of Work (numbers and
diagrams without words), Ministry of Labour, Athens 1981,

pp. 28-29

Legislative interventions for the legal equality of the two sexes
and in labour matters with a photograph from the signing of
the National General Collective Labour Agreement on February
26, 1975, which established equal pay for men and women.

Private Collection
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16. Kivntonoinoeig Kai
OUVEAEUOEIG TOU XWHATEIOU
XaluBoupywv (XaAuBoupyikn
BIOXAAKO), 1974-1989

AZKI, dwtoypagikd apxeio epnuepidag
Jooiahiotikry AAAayn
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“ ' P"E Y Urr s L& 16. Mobilizations and assemblies
ﬂ- | T N A r Y EE EN of the Steelworkers' Union
5 . ; L L Y EE— (Steelworks VIOHALCO),
M ! ; | 1974-1989
| s — e ASKI, Photo archive of the newspaper
- : Socialistiki Allagi

Elbnlﬂlﬂ’li THL KYBEPNHIEDS

EAAHNIKHE AHMOKPATIAS

.

o T A
-l—.:.h—u._.:.-!"_:fa-—l.__, --:::-:.‘_* x
17. [lepi Kupwoews g yneiodeiong ev Meveun katd 1o €to¢ 1951 P DAY e ey T i e
' 4 ya . r r ;. - o s e
un’ apiB. 100 Aiebvouc XupBdoews Epyaoiag nepi 100TNTOC TS apoIpng P s et st M e E—":n.-"T..“':‘"' L
a 2 . . ’ . . . 7 Y oy ::= . A
Hetadu appévwv kar Onhéwv epyalopévwv O’ epyaciav iong agiag», Rt i :_:_"T‘ 5',_‘.‘:"__?': ey 'T;,.::_
v. 46/1975 (DEK A" 105/3.6.1975) __—_;'—_"_-.‘-:.".:,L__t‘;—l:_:-:—:n:-.": W e B s
i i | i e e e L — ¥ i ™ S
BiBAi06nkn g BouAng, KoivoBouleutikin Luhoyn i -""i:.,:'_*"' b :.,,._,' Boerie
iy i o Py . i ey S o, 1
b By,
B e, I e, ,.,'-_H-—‘._:-u_ L SR
= Sy bty ol i 0 e bk g s -
. . . . e by = LI -
17. "On the ratification of the International Labour Convention e _""‘“- g L ; b
. . Frrrd iy, sy T rm——— L
No. 100, concerning Equal Remuneration for Men and Women Workers - r"% s R T "'.'T..‘L“.‘:_—;"‘—._ s
. . s rm S i, Ty e
for Work of Equal Value, adopted in Geneva in 1951", Law 46/1975 I e — b et ey T
- -, 5
(Government Gazette A' 105/3.6.1975) i e e g P S e e ST s ek
i S R Sl Sl
. . . . . e :
Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection T iy ¢ e i :;.--i-—-. ,.:'..."'_',,_-'?-'--m""";'.
"'-,I# o e B — ol L A:T:.,_,, - it
. lT' =y e -..L-L..-'" . & —.
s ,,_"‘;-_'—-. ._.,.,,_: T—:—._ =

Endpevn oehida:
18. Tlopeia otnv ABnva katd Tov npwTo €optacud g Epyatikng Mpwtopayidg tou 1975

Taviodnkn g EANGS0G, ©Xwtnpia Matdpn

Next page:
18. March in Athens during the first celebration of Labour Day in 1975

Greek Film Archive, © Sotiria Matziris
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H npootacia tou QuoikoU Kai NOAITIOTIKOU
nepiBaAlovtog

To Xuvtaypa tou 1975 eionyaye pia eviehg véa didtaén, 1o
dpBpo 24, nou agopd €101k oTnV NPOoTacia Tou nePIBAA0-
VIOG Kal pdhiota og 6Aeg TIC S1a0TdoEIC TOU, (PUOTKO Kal No-
ATiouké. H eioaywyn €181koU dpBpou ato eAAnvIKS XUviayua
unnpée npwtonopiakn oxi povo yia ta ENANVIKG, alhd Kat yia
Ta eupwnaikd dedopéva, énou n npootacia Tou NEPIBAANO-
VIOG ANOTEAEI NPOEKTAON TOU IKAI®PATOC 0NV NPOOWMIKO-
™Ta Kai v 1I81wTKOTNTaA.

H pUBuion auth avtavakAd 1600 Tnv NONTIKA KAl KOIVWVIKNA
avaouykpotnon NG xwpag HETd tn Aiktatopia 600 kar
S1ebvn oTpoPN MPOG TNV avayvepion TS nePIBAAOVTIKNG
npootacia¢ w¢ dnpodoiou ayabol kar BepeN®OOUG diKaAIW-
patog. H petanohiteutikn nepiodog, oe ouvduaopd pe Tig die-
Bveig e€eAielg, dnwg ntav n Alaknpugn g XTOKXOAUNG TOU
1972, &npiolpynoav 1o KAtdAANAO KAipa yia tnv evowpd-
TWON NG NEPIBAMNOVTIKNG NPOOTACIAG OTOV VEO OUVIAYUATIKO
xdptn. H ouykekpipévn Alaknpuén onpatodotnoe v apxn
TNG VOUIKNG avayvopiong tng aAAnAenidpaong petalu av-
Bpwnivov dikaiwpdatwy Kar nepIPAANOVIOG, KaBWG TOVIOTNKE
OT n MAAPNG andAauon Twv avipwnivwy SIKAIWPATWY anditei
TNV NPOOTAcia Kai Th BEATiwon TG no10TNTag Tou nePIBAAN0-
VTOG.

Me ™ ouvtaypatikn avabewpnon tou 2001, n npootaocia
TOU NePIBANNOVTOC KaBiepwBnKe pntd, 6X1 HOVO WG UNOXPEW-
on npootaociag tou KPdtoug, aAAd ¢ éva ouvtaypatko O1-
Kaiwpa yia éva nepiBAAOV UYIEIVO Kal OTKOAOYIKA 106pporo,
MOoU MPOOTATEVUEl APEVOS TNV UYEId TOU avBpwnou Kar v
no1otnta g {wng tou, aA\d agetépou Kar ta idia ta nepi-
BalovTikd otoixeia kabautd.
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The protection of the natural and cultural
environment

The 1975 Constitution introduced a completely new pro-
vision, Article 24, which specifically concerns the protection
of the environment and indeed in all its dimensions, natural
and cultural. The introduction of a special article in the
Greek constitution was pioneering not only for Greek, but
also for European standards, where environmental protec-
tion is an extension of the right to personality and privacy.

This regulation reflects both the political and social recon-
struction of the country after the Dictatorship and the in-
ternational shift towards the recognition of environmental
protection as a public good and a fundamental right. The
restoration of Democracy, in combination with international
developments, such as the Stockholm Declaration of 1972,
created the appropriate climate for the integration of envi-
ronmental protection into the new constitutional charter.
This Declaration marked the beginning of the legal reco-
gnition of the interaction between human rights and the
environment, as it was emphasized that the full enjoyment
of human rights requires the protection and improvement
of the quality of the environment.

With the constitutional revision of 2001, environmental
protection was explicitly established, not only as an obli-
gation of the state to protect, but as a constitutional right
to a healthy and ecologically balanced environment that
protects, on the one hand, human health and the quality of
life, and on the other hand, the environmental elements
themselves.
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To dpBpo 24 Siapoppwvel €va oANoKANPpwHEVO MAAioIo OU-
VIQYHATIKAG MPOo0Taoiag, AEIToupy®VvTag T000 WG Kavovag
Sikaiou 600 Kal w¢ adlakn BepeNiwon g NEPIBANNOVTIKNG
MONITIKNG. 2TO AeYOUEVO Kal «nePIBarhovTIKd» XUVIAYHA TOU
1975 kabigpwvetar:

* N TNPOOTAcia ToU QUOIKOU Kal MONTIoTIKOU NEPIBAAAOVTOG
WG unoxpéwaon tou Kpdtoug,

e n avdykn AMiyng NPOANNTIK@V KAl KATAOTAATKWY PETPWV
yia ™ Siathpnon Tov,

* N UNOXPEWTIKN UMOPOAN TOU XWPOTAEIKOU Kal MOAEOdOUI-
KoU oxed1a0poU oTI¢ emitayég g Piooiung avdntuéng,

* N auoTNPN NPooTacia Twv 6AoWV Kal SACTK®V EKTAOEWY,
OoUPNEPIANAPBAVOPEVNC TNG UNOXPEWTIKNG avaddowon .

H &1dtagn tou dpBpou 24 éxel 0apS NPOANMTIKO XapAKTNPA,
YEYOVOC TIOU anotunwOnke Np@Ia Kalr otn Vopoloyia tou
YupPBouhiou tng Emkpateiag (XTE): 10 KpAtog oeilel va ano-
TpENel TNV nepIBarovTikn BAAPN, npiv auth enéNdel.

To X1E éxer Siadpapatioel kabBopioTikd pAAO oTNV evepyonoin-

on tou dpBpou 24, petatpénovidg to and Siaknpuén apxwmv

0€ TIPAKTIKO UNXaviopo eAéyxou G dnpodaoiag S10iknong, kabwg

10 B Tpnua tou avayvwpioe 6T

¢ nnpootacia Tou nepIBAANOVTOG cuvdEETal Ye TO dikaiwpa
otnv noidtnta {WNg Tou avBpWNou Kal Unopei va anote-
Néoer avukeipevo S1IKAoTIKNG npootaaciag.

+ navaddowon napapével andAuTn UNoxpéwon, Kabwg Ka-
pia aMayn xpnong daoikng yng dev enitpénetal, KTOG
av npoPAénetal pntd anod to Xuviaypa.

‘Eva an6 ta mo eppAnpatikd napadsiypata epappoyng tou
dpBpou 24 eival n npootacia Tou Kat e€oxnv napadooiakoU
Kal 10TopIkoU o1KIopoU g MAdKag otnv ABrnva, Nou aneIAnOnke

Article 24 forms a comprehensive framework of constitu-
tional protection, functioning both as a rule of law and as
a value foundation of environmental policy. The so-called
"environmental" Constitution of 1975 establishes:

« the protection of the natural and cultural environment
as an obligation of the State,

» the need to take preventive and repressive measures
for its preservation,

» the mandatory submission of spatial and urban planning
to the requirements of sustainable development,

 the strict protection of forests and forest areas, including
mandatory reforestation.

The provision of Article 24 is clearly preventive in nature,
a fact that was reflected early on in the case law of the
Council of State (CoS): the state must prevent environ-
mental damage before it occurs.

The Council of State has played a decisive role in the acti-
vation of Article 24, transforming it from a declaration of
principles into a practical mechanism for controlling public
administration, as its Fifth Section recognized that:

+ environmental protection is linked to the right to human
quality of life and can be the subject of judicial protec-
tion.

- reforestation remains an absolute obligation, as no
change in the use of forest land is permitted, unless ex-
pressly provided for by the Constitution.

One of the most emblematic examples of the application
of Article 24 is the protection of the quintessentially tradi-
tional and historical settlement of Plaka in Athens, which
was threatened in the 1970s-1980s by extensive recre-



Tn 6ekaetia 1970-1980 and ektetapéveg XpNoEIG avayuxng,
KUKAOOPIAKN ENIBApUVON Kal aveCéAeyKn ToupIoTKn Séunon.

To ZiE 0 ogipd anopdoewv Ki epunvevoviag 10 dpbpo 24

YVwpodoTNoE yia:

 Tn diatnpnon tou NapadoaiakoU Xapaktnpa tng,

e TOV TEPIOPIOUO XPNOEWV YNG AOUPBATWV HE TNV 10TOPIKN
(puoloyvwyia,

e TNV akUPWOoN adei®V MOU ENETPENAV AUENUEVN EUMOPTKN
N yuxaywylkn dpactnpidtnta,

e TNV ENIPOAN AUOTNPWV OPWV AVAKAIVIONG Kal OTKOOOUIKNG
dpaoTtnp16TNTAC.

H npootacia g TAakag Bewpeitar opdonpo, yiati avédeite
v noNimotikn didotaon tou nePIBANNOVTOG, enéBale Tnv
avaykn BeopikoU oxediaouoU Kar OnUIoUPYNoE €va POVTIENO
NpOoOTaciag 10TOPIKWV KEVIPWV NMOU EQAPUOOTNKE EKTOTE O€
NoAAOUG 0IKIGHOUG.

EminAéov, otnv EANGOa uoikéG nepIoxEg 101aitepa MAOUOIEG
o€ BIOMOIKINOTNTA €XOUV aVayVWPIoTEl, BAOE! TNG EOVIKNG Kal
EUPWNATKNG VoU0Beoiag kar péow 01eBvwv ouppaoccwv nou
EXEl KUPWOE! N XWPA, WG NPOCTATEUOUEVA (PUOIKA OIKOOU-
otpata. O1 Tpootateudpeveg Tlepioxég Gev oToxeUouv anid
otnv npootacia TNg PIONOIKINGTNTAC KAl TWV QPUOIKWV OIKO-
oUOTNUATWY, aANG Tautdxpova cuviotouv Bepélio AiBo yia
n Siatpnon kai npowdnon ¢ Biwoiung avdntuéng. H ano-
Teheopatikn diaxeipion twv MNpootateudpevav Mepioxwv oup-
BANAE! OTN PeiwON TWV ENMTWOEWV TNG KANIJATIKAG AAAAYNG,
otnV anoBnkeuon NOAUTIHWY anoBepdtwv UdATIKOV NOpwWY,
oTnV NPooTacia Tou €8dPouC, TV KAANIEPYEIDV Kal TWV (YU-
OIK@WV 01KOOUOTNUATWY, 0Tn pUBHION TOU KAIHATOS Kal WG €K
TOUTOU OTNV NMPOCAPUOYN OTNV KAIPATIKN aAkayn.
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ational uses, traffic congestion and uncontrolled tourist
development.

The Council of State, in a series of decisions and interpre-
ting Article 24, gave its opinion on:

» the preservation of Plaka’s traditional character,

 the restriction of land uses incompatible with the histo-
rical physiognomy,

 the cancellation of permits that allowed increased com-
mercial or recreational activity,

« the imposition of strict conditions for renovation and
construction activity.

The protection of Plaka is considered as a landmark, be-
cause it highlighted the cultural dimension of the environ-
ment, imposed the need for institutional planning and
created a model for the protection of historical centers
that has since been applied to many settlements.

Furthermore, in Greece, natural areas particularly rich in
biodiversity have been recognized under national and Eu-
ropean legislation, and through international conventions
ratified by the country, as protected natural ecosystems.
Protected Areas do not simply aim to protect biodiversity
and natural ecosystems, but at the same time constitute
a cornerstone for the preservation and promotion of su-
stainable development. The effective management of Pro-
tected Areas contributes to reducing the impacts of climate
change, storing valuable water resources, protecting soil,
crops and natural ecosystems, regulating the climate and
therefore adapting to climate change.
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O pwtoypagie twv TNpootateuduevwy lNepoxav (T.11.) na-
paxwpnénkav and tov Opyavioué Guoikou lepiBdAlovioc kat
KAwatikig AAayiic (O.®Y.TIE.K.A.).

0 O.®Y.TIE.K.A. anote)el Tov KeVIpIKO popéa tou EBvikou
2uotniuaro¢ AakuBépvnong e noAitikng yia tg .71, nou
ouvIoVilel oelpd 6pdocwv Kal EpywVv yia v EQapuoyn e
noAtikn¢ tou Ynoupyeiou lNepiBdAdoviog kat Evépyeiag oxe-
Tikd pe m Saxelplon twv T1.T1. omv EAAGSa, ) Swatripnon
¢ BlonoiAdtnTac, mv npowbnon kat vAonoinon dpdoswv
asipdpou avantuéng Kat v avTUETWOMOoN NG KAIUATIKAG aA-
Aayrg.

The photos of the Protected Areas (PAs) were provided by
the Natural Environment and Climate Change Agency
(N.E.C.C.A.).

N.E.C.C.A. is the central body of the National Policy Gover-
nance System for PAs, which aims to implement the policy
formulated by the Ministry of Environment and Energy for
the management of protected areas, biodiversity conser-
vation, promotion and implementation of sustainable de-
velopment actions and climate change mitigation.

1. EvdAwtn yn, empéheia Audia Kappd, [ABnva], ENnvikn Etaipeia TMepiBailovtog kai Mohmiopou, 2008

BipAioOnkn g Boukng, KoivoBouleutikin Luhhoyn

1. Fragile earth, edited by Lydia Karras, [Athens], ELLINIKI ETAIRIA (Society for the Environment and

Cultural Heritage - ELLET), 2008
Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Collection



AAHNIKH ETAIPEIA

oviog Kol Molmopod
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2. Emotohn tg EAAHNIKHZ ETAIPEIAY (TepiBdMovtog kai Mohimiopou — EAA.ET.) npog tv Eidikn
KoivoBouheutikn Emitponn ene€epyaoiag tou Zuvtdypatog, e MPOTACEIG Kal TPOMONOINGEIG OXETIKA
He T0 ApBpo 27 tou oxediou LuvtAypatog yia v npootacia Tou nepiPAAAovIOg,

21 lavouapiou 1975

BiBA06nkn tng BouAng, Mnevdkelog BiBAiobnkn, Apxeio Bipyiviag Tooudepou

2. Letter from the ELLINIKI ETAIRIA (Society for the Environment and Cultural Heritage - ELLET)

to the Special Parliamentary Committee for the Drafting of the Constitution, with proposals and
amendments regarding article 27 of the draft Constitution on the protection of the environment,
January 21, 1975

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library, Virginia Tsouderou Archive
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3. Apxitektovikn KAnpovopid Kai Xteyaotkn MoArukn,
elonynon XuA\oyou MoNitik@v Mnxavikdv ENGdog, 30 lavouapiou 1976

BiBAioBnkn tng BouAng, Mnevdxkeiog BiBAioBnkn, Apxeio MNmpyou levvnuata 3 iy 80 ml ;:"‘::_‘
§ lpmiras 4 wevenle e
i
-
3. Architectural Heritage and Housing Policy, presentation of the Greek Civil Engineers :4_. ':-..\ v -m:‘l':“ "'"""_.r s :
Association, January 30, 1976 e B o bl R e et

i el Wi 3

Hellenic Parliament Library, Benakeios Library, Giorgos Gennimatas Archive -
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4. Bdoog Baoikeiou, «Ynoupyeio TepiBaiiovtog!
Narti éx1;», nep1odiko [uvaika,
13 NoeuBpiou 1974, 0. 164

BiBA106nkn g BouAng, BiBAioBrkn MoAnG, Zuhoyn
Huepnaiou kai lNepiodikou Tunou

4. Vassos Vassiliou, "Ministry of the
Environment! Why not?", Gynaika magazine,
November 13, 1974, p. 164

Hellenic Parliament Library, City Library, Daily and
Periodical Press Collection

5. Eionynuikn ékBean tou oxediou vopou «llepi Xwpotadiag
kai MepiBdA\ovtog», v. 360/1976 (PEK A" 151/22.6.1976)

BiBA06nkn ¢ BouAng, KoivoBouleutika Apxeia

5. Explanatory report to the draft law "On Spatial Planning
and Environment", Law 360/1976 (Government Gazette
A 151/22.6.1976)

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Archives
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6. Evnuepwtikd @uAAadio tou Ynoupyeiou Anpooiov Epywv
yia v Kukhogopia otnv TTAdka [1979]

6. Information brochure of the Public Works Ministry
on traffic in Plaka [1979]

e

(" AiaTnpnTéd
oAa TGO KTipia
tnc NAOKag

carrll TRGRERAD BUETHREL

7. Eronyntikn ékBeon tou oxediou vopou «Tlepi OIKIOTIK@V MEPIOXWDV»,
v. 947 /1979 (OEK A" 169/ 26.7.1979)

Me tov ouykekpipévo vopo BeonioOnke, kat' enitayn

TOoU ApBpou 24 nap. 2 Tou XUVIAypatog, £va oUyxpovo ouotnud
noAeodopikoU Kal Xxwpotagikou oxediaopou, péoa and o onoio Oa
HUnopouoav va NPooTATeUToUV NEPIBANOVTIKA Kal KOIVWVIKA
OUUpEPOVTA.

BiBAioB1kn t¢ Boulig, KoivoBouleutika Apxeia

7. Explanatory report to the draft law "On residential areas",

Law 947/1979 (Government Gazette A" 169/26.7.1979)

With this particular law, in accordance with the provisions of Article
24, paragraph 2 of the Constitution, a modern system of urban and
spatial planning was established, through which environmental and
social interests could be protected.

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Archives

8. Apbpo yia tn diathpnon TOU 10TOPIKOU Xapaktnpa tng MAdkag,
€. To Brua, 4 Oktwppiou 1980

BiBAioBnkn tng BouAng, BiBAioBnkn MoAng, Xuhoyn Huepnaiou kai Mepiodikou Tunou

8. Article on the preservation of the historical character of Plaka,
To Vima newspaper, October 4, 1980
Hellenic Parliament Library, City Library, Daily and Periodical Press Collection
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EAAHNIEA TAXYAPOMEILA
APOTH HMEPA KYKAODOPIAY

9. Avauvnomikn €kdoon ypauuatoonuwv Kai @dkelog yia v MNpoaotaaia tou MepiBdAhovtog, 20 OktwpBpiou 1977
O1\otehikO Kai Taxudpopikd Mouaeio, oxediaon T1. Fpdppaiog — B. Kwvotavuivéag

9. Commemorative stamp edition and envelope for the environmental protection, October 20, 1977
Philatelic and Postal Museum, design by P. Gravvalos - V. Konstantineas

10. Eionynuikn ékBeon tou oxediou vopou «PubBuiotiké ox€610 kal Npoypaupa npootasiag
nEPIBANOVTOG TG EUPUTEPNG MEPIOXNG NG ABNvag», v. 1515,/1985 (PEK A” 18,/18.2.1985)

BiBAi06nkn g Boulng, KoivoBouleutika Apxeia

10. Explanatory report to the draft law "Regulatory plan and environmental protection programme
for the wider area of Athens", Law 1515/1985 (Government Gazette A" 18/18.2.1985)

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Archives

11. Eionynuikn ékBeon Tou oxediou vopou «a tnv mpootacia tou
nepiBalovtog», v. 1650,/1986 (PEK A” 160,/16.10.1986)

BipAioOnkn g Boulng, KoivoBouleutika Apxeia

11. Explanatory report to the draft law "On the protection of the
environment", Law 1650,/1986 (Government Gazette A' 160/16.10.1986)

Hellenic Parliament Library, Parliamentary Archives
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ENOTHTA E - 2YNTAIMATIKOI TIEPIOPIZMOI
KAI YTIOXPEQZXEIX

SECTION E - CONSTITUTIONAL RESTRICTIONS
AND OBLIGATIONS






To Zivtaypa wg KaBpé@tng
TV NnoAitwv: H akpoteheltia
d1dtan tou Xuvidypatog

«H tpnon tou Zuvtdyuaro¢ enagistal oTov NaplwTl-
ouo v EAAfvwv, nou Sikalouvial Kal unoxpeouviat
Va avTioTéKoVIal LE KABe Léoo evavtiov onotoudnnote
ENIXEIPel va 1o kataAuvoet le m Bia»

To Xuvtaypa, wg KOVwVviKG oupBOAdIo, w¢ oup@wvia avd-
HEoa OTO KPATOG KAl TOUG MONITEG, AANG Kal TWV MONTOV pe-
1agU toug, Oev e€aopahiCel pdvo dikaiwpata® Tautdxpova,
B<tel OP1a Kal UMOXPEWOEIG YIA TOUG MOAITEG Kal TO KPATOG,
WOoTe n Anpokpatia va AEItoupyei ipubua Kar n Kovwvia va
eCeNiooetar pe Baon TI¢ apxéG g 106TNTAG, ™G eAeubepiag
ka1 TG aglonpéneiag.

KdbBe Oikaiopa ePnePIEXel atopikn Kal OUANOYIKA €uBUvn' n
yvoon v dikaiwpdtwv kar n Siekdiknon toug eival kabnkov
kdBe noNitn. H dyvoia autav EUVOEi TIC MPOKATANYEIG, APNVEI
eAeUBEPO 10 NEdI0 Y1 KOIVWVIKES DIaKPIOEIC Kal ENOPEVWG YId
Katandamon twv apx@v g dnpokpatiag. TapdAinAa, k&Oe
NONITNG o@eilel va oéPetal TOUG VOLOUG NMOU CUH(PWVOUV JE
T0 XUvTaypa: n doknon twv Sikaiwpdtwv dev nopei va napa-
B1ader Ta dikaidpata Twv MWV 1 TIC APXEC TOU LUVIAYHATOC.
Kat autdv tov Tpono, o1 MONTEG YivovTal EVEPYOi (POPEIG NG
Anpokpatiag Kal TG KOIVWVIKNG OUVOXNAG, HE EMiyvwon Twv
OIKAIWPATWY AAAG Kal avTiANYN TV UNIOXPEWOEWV TOUG.

H akpotelettia &idtagn (apbpo 120) tou Xuvtdypatog tou
1975 ouvbéel 1o 10Topikd napeAdov Tng EANASAG pe v avd-
vkn S1apkoUg enaypunvnong yia T Anpokpatia, kabwg avt-
KATEOTNOE TO 10TOPIKO aKPOTENEUTIO ApBpo 114 tou Yuvtd-
yvuatog 1952, nou eixe popuodei ka1 avadeixBei noNtkd pe
TOUG aYWVEC KATd TV aVTIOUVTAYUATIKOV ENEPPACEWV TV
Avaktopwv 010 noAiteupa npiv and tn Aiktatopia. To ev
Aovw dpbpo 114 enavaldupave v navopoidtunn didtagn
OAWV TWV AKPOTEAEUTIWV GpBpwV TWV 2UVIAYHAT®WVY anod 1o
1844 nou 6pi¢: «H thpnoi¢ tou napéviog Xuvidypatog
agiepoUtal €1 TOV NATPINTIOUGV Twv EAAMAV@OV>.

The Constitution as a mirror
of the citizens: The final provision

"Observance of the constitution is entrusted to the patriotism
of the Greeks who shall have the right and the duty to resist
by all possible means against anyone who attempts the
violent abolition of the Constitution”

The Constitution -understood as a social contract, as an
agreement between the state and its citizens, and among
citizens themselves- not only guarantees rights; it also
sets boundaries and duties for both citizens and the state,
so that democracy may function smoothly and society may
live in equality, freedom, and dignity.

Every right carries with it both individual and collective re-
sponsibility. Knowing one’s rights and asserting them is a
fundamental duty of citizenship. Ignorance of these rights
fosters prejudice, leaves room for social discrimination,
and ultimately allows the violation of democratic principles.
At the same time, every citizen must respect laws that
conform to the Constitution; the exercise of one's rights
cannot infringe upon the rights of others or undermine
constitutional principles. In this way, citizens become active
participants in democracy and contributors to social cohe-
sion - aware of their rights but also of their obligations.

The final provision (Article 120) of the 1975 Constitution
links the country's historical past to the need for constant
vigilance in defense of democracy. It replaced the historic
Article 114 of the 1952 Constitution, which had taken on
powerful political symbolism through prolonged struggles
against the unconstitutional interventions of the Palace in
the pre-Dictatorship period. Article 114 repeated the same
clause found in the final article of every Greek Constitution
since 1844: "Observance of this Constitution is dedicated
to the patriotism of the Greeks."
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Tn 61ataén auth Siatnpnoe 0 OUVTIAKTIKOG VOHOBETNG TOU
1975 oto apbpo 120, avukabiotdviag 1o pnpa agiepovral
He TO 0AWEOTEPO Enapictal Kal oupnAnpwvovtag t didtaén
He ™ pnth Béomion TN avtioTaong «uUE kdBe uéoo evavriov
ornoloudnnote enixelpel va 1o kataAuoel (to Zuvrayua) LE
Bia», w¢ BepeNwdoug SIKAIOUATOS Kal BepeNINSOUC UNoxpE-
wong Twv EAAAvwv. Mg autov Tov Tpomno, 0 OUVTAKTIKOG VO-
pobétng tou 1975 ouvédeoe tn véa dieupupévn akpoTeAeUTIA
S1dtagn pe v 10TOpia TNC.

The 1975 constitutional legislator retained this provision
in Article 120, but replaced the verb dedicated with the
clearer entrusted and expanded the clause, by explicitly
establishing resistance "by all possible means against
anyone who attempts the violent abolition of the Constitu-
tion" as both a fundamental right and a fundamental duty
of all Greeks. In this way, the legislator of the 1975 Con-
stitution connected the new broadened final provision with
its historical lineage.
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EAévn XtaBonouhou, H peydAn Nikn
¢ Anuokpariag, 1975-1980
Ehatoypagia o€ kappd, 195 x 114 ex.

Bouhn twv EAMvev, Zuhoyn Epyov
Téxvng

Eleni Stathopoulou, The Great Victory
of Democracy, 1975-1980
Oil on canvas, 195 x 114 cm

Hellenic Parliament, Art Collection
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