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Tay. A/von:  Meocoyeiwv 119

Toy. KbSwag: 10192 ABhva NPOL: BouAn Twv EAAfjvwv
MAnpodopieg: N.MuAwvag TuAua Epwtﬁoswv‘
Tn\épwva: 2106969811 Tufpo Avadopwv |
FAX: 2106969512

E-mail: vouli2@prv.ypeka.gr KOIN.: Erouvantetat Mivakag

OEMA: «Anévtnon oe Epitnon kat Avadopa»

IXET: o) H pe aptBué npwrt. 7351/28-7-2016 Epiwtnon
B) H pe api@ud npwrt. 2797/29-7-2016 Avadopa

Te andvtnon tng (a) oxetwkng Epwinong mou kotatéOnke otn Boudll Twv EMAfvwv amo

BouAeutéc kat Bouleutpieg tou ZYPIZA kat tng (B) oxetkig Avadopdg Tou KATATEBNKE and TG
BOUAEUTPLEC K.K. Kadavtdapn XapouAa kat Baywwvakn EuayyeAia, EMOUVARTOULE:
1. To um’ ap. mpwt. 38513/1206/4-8-2016 éyypado g A/vonc Mpootaociag BiomowkAdtntag
ESddouc kat Ataxeipiong AnoBAntwv/YMEN. INUEWVETOL OTL: |
= eykpiBnke n EWSwA NepBoarhoviky Mehétn ng TEPLOXNG Asuxo’oviOpéwv, EVW TO
OXETWKO Ixédo N.A. Bpioketat oto oTdbL0 NG SwBouAevong. i
*  To Ixé6to N.A. Tou OAUpTIOU TPOKELTAL VL suapipaotel oto ZupBolAo Tng Empateiag.
2. To ur' ap. mpwt. 371/4-8-2016 éyypado tou O.A. EBVIKOU Apupoy Zauaplds amd 1o omoio
npokunteL 6T 0 @.A. o€ cuvepyaocia pe TNV oweia A/von Aacwv anéd:'teO\e avaAuTIKN
andvtnon otn TupBouleuTiky Emutpory yia ta AroBéparta tng Bwéodaipag tn‘#‘, UNESCO «xal 6a
givan oe cuvex ouvewonaon T6co pe to YNEN 600 Kal HE TNV avwiépw Enttporéﬁ.
3. To ur’ ap. mpwt. 589/5-8-2016 éyypado tou O.A. EBvikoy Apupou OAOpMOU and To Omoio

npokUTTeL 61t 0 @.A. mpdkettar va uToBAAEL olvtopa kat gUMPOBECHA TIPOG TNV apUOdLa







étn - npoPAipatog mou adopd oty eMAUT OeopIKT) BWPAKION TWV TEEPLOXWV TNG XWpag rtou TEAoLV

uTd KABECTWG TipooTAGiag.

O ANANAHPQTHE YNOYPTOZ

FIANNHZ TZIPQONHZ !

Iuvnppéva:
> Tour ap. npwt. 38513/1206/4-8-2016 éyypaco (ogA. 2)

» Toum ap. npwt. 371/4-8-2016 éyypado (ceA. 18)
» Toun ap. npwrt. 589/5-8-2016 (o€A. 2)

Zelideg andvinong: 2
ZeAibeg ouvnupévwv: 22
Z0voAo IeAibwv: 24
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Tlapakhig Xapiaog
AvTwviou XpnoTog
Bayeva Avva

Anpapag MNopyog
TIyyA£ln Katepiva
KaBpadia Avvéra
Kapa Moucou® Aixav
KapakwoTa Eun
Kaoipdatn Niva
KaoTopng ACTEPIOG
KatoaPpid — ZiwponoUAou XpuooUha
KagpavTtapn Xapouha
KwoTonavayiwtou HAiag
Aannag Zndpog
MoupouAidng O£ung
NTGuavng MNopyog
Manaddnoulog Zakng
Maukidng KwoTag
ZapakioTtng Navvng
ZeBaaTakng AnunTeNG
StapaTakn EAEvn
TCoUpn Meponn
KagpavTapn Xapouia
Bayiwvakn EuayyeAia
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®OPEAX AIAXEIPIZTHZ Xavia, 04 -08 - 2016
EGNIKOY APYMOY TAMAPIAZ Ap.nport. 371

NOMIKO TIPOZQIIO IAIQTIKOY AIKAIOY
KOINQ®EAOYZ XAPAKTHPA IIPOZL:
YHOYPI'EIO IEPIBAAAONTOX& ENPTEIAY

AYTOTEAEZ TMHMA KOINO OYAETIKOY

Tay. A/von: Norad EBviac 086¢ Xaviov —
Kwoduov, pavipra Ayiov Anoctérmnv

o EAETX0OY
Xavid Kpfimg Toy. Alvon: Meooyeiov 119 |
IAnpogopie: Mrapvidg Avr. Toy. Kod. 10192 Abfva |
Tnh.: 28210 — 45570 TnA. 210 - 6969506 |
Fax: 28210 — 59777 Fax: 210 - 69 69512

Email:vouli3@prv.ypeka.gr

e-mail: info@samaria.gr

webstte: http://www.samaria.gr

|
OEMA: Andvmnon ot epdTney \
ZXET: n pe a.n. 957/29-07-2016 (a.n. Y.ILE.N. — Avrorciég Tpfqpa KowvoBovievrikod E).sy#ov) gpoTION
Bovigvtdv |
|
2& oVVEYELN TOV OXETIKOD £YYpdgov oag evipepdvovpe 6t | UNESCO oto mhaioio g amovop }g dwkpioeov
ot 1peic kamyopieg neploydv (moMnioikd anobépata, amodipata g Procearpac, ysmndpxa't TOYKOGHiOV
eviiapépovtog dievepyei agiodoynoeig o1 omoieg kataAijyovv oe tpotdoelg PeAtivong mg lsnovpxi{ag TOVG,.
Katd v tehevtaia afloddynon mov agpopovoe otov EGviké Apopd Zapapids (anddepo md Budcepaipag)
KaTéEAnye aviiotoiywg o€ Tpotdoels Bedtioong g Aertovpyiag Tov amobépatog. |
O Dopiag Awyeipiong tov EBvikod Apvpod Zapopuic oe ovvepyacsio pe m AwevBuvon Adodw Xaviov
anéotethe v 14/04/2015 avedvtik) andvinon (emovvénteton) ote O&pata mov £0gte 1) Zﬁpﬁoukeuma’]
Emtpomn (Advisory Committee) ywu o Anofépata g Bidogapag g UNESCO.
H ZvpBovievtixi Emtpomi, pe akérovdn ematorn) g (SC/EES/MB/16/5864/114/1/22- 02-2016) KAvel SEKTEC
TG B€oeig Tov PA, Ay piag, 1) onoin agopovoe G Eva oNuEio GYETIKG pe TV Gueon emogn toP Topriva. ™G
npootatevdpevng neproyrig (Core) pe m petaPatik {dvn (C - mpdovo otov xdptm) 1

Xaptc. Zaveg npoctaciog, coppova pe to v fykpion A g EIIM Azvkdv Opiov

A




H Zvppovievtixi Emtponi inté nepetaipo otoyeio yio 1o Oépun avtd to onoia Ha mpéner va £xovv xutatedei
péxpt v 30/09/2016.

O QA Eexivnoe apeco enelepyacia eni tov 8patog dote va amoctalel péxpr TV ©g dve npobeopia, TANP®S
TEKUNPLOPEVT amdvTnomn ota 8épata mov B£tel ) ZvpPfovisvtikh Emrporm).

To oyé610 amdvenong anoterel otov Tpéxovia ypdvo avrikeipevo ekétaong and 1a otedéyn Tov ®A xo 10
Avowntiké Tov Zvpfovho kot Kiveitor otoug e€fc dloveg:

1. Texpunpibver mv opBémta g vpiotapevig npdtacng {ovonoinong n omoie £xel mpoxdyer and
EKTETAPEVT) TOAVETH) EMOTHHOVIKY Epevva Kot £xgl Soktpaotei kot kp1Bei opbf ko emrvyic 1660 610
mhaiolo dpaong tov Popéa Awxyeipiong 660 kxai 670 avricToro TG AlebBuvong Aachv. A

2. Ilporsivey, oe nepintoon smpovig e ZvpPovievtikic Emtpomig yio un emogn tov INupijva pe mv
fown T, tovAdyiotov 6v0 evarraxTikég ADOEIG DOTE va Kot 1) TpdTacn g ZvpPovievtikiic Emtponnig
va ikavormomBei ko va punv epoxAnbodv ailayéc oto vgrotdpevo oxédo IA o Pabud. To tedevtaio
onueio tifeton pe oxond va unv anartndodv ypovoPodpeg dwdkacicg yia v tpononoinon tov A pe

™V cvvenakéiovdn kaBvatépnen g (110N emi paxpov avapevépevng) vroypagig tov IA.

Ze xG0e mepintoon, npo G OPIOTIKNG GMOCTOAS TG &V AGye omuvimTkig emotolfg, 6o mponynoei
dwaPovievon eni avtic pe 10 appd do ypageio to v YIIEN ko v Eldngvicy E6vuci Emtpo @ e 100
Anofénata ™¢ Bidopmpac.

Bo cipoote o hdbeon cag o kGBe TAnpopopia kar digvkpivion.

I to AX Tov @A EOvixod Apopod Zapapidg

O Ipobedpog
Ap Ilérpog Avpnepdxng

MARIA | BRI e
CHAMOUR

ou=YPOURGEI) PERIVALLONTOS KAl ENERGEIAS,
* ou=MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY,
“c=GR, email=mhamourikou@grmail.com,
K SCHAMOURIKOU, givenName=MARIA,
; Su=MAPIA XAMOYPIKOY, cn=MARIA

Oou IS o 1358 000
Ecwtepixy Avavoui
e Xpov. Apyeio
v £vo
e To pe a.n. 375/14-04-2015 éyypugo tov Popéa Awxyeiprong npog tov Ilpdedpo g EMnvikic Evikiic Emtponiic nia ta
MAB/UNESCO

ZeAidba 2 amé 2



SOPEAZ MIAXEIPIEHI  4)pEAT AIAXEIPIEHE Xawnd 14/04/ 2015
EONIKOY APYMOY

Ap. Npwr.: 375
IAMAPIAZ
= AMAPTA
NOMIKO NPOZIONO IAIQTIKOY AIKAIOY NPOZ: KaB. MixdAncg ZxkoUAAog
KOINQ®EAOYZ XAPAKTHPA Npéedpog Tng EAANVIKIiG
EOvikii¢ Erutportic yia va MAB/UNESCO,
Tay. A/von: N.E.O. Xaviwv-Kicadapou, MIO-ESCDE, Meooyelaké Mpadeio MAnpodidpnong
Davépia Ayiwv AootoAwy, yta to NepBdariov, tov MoAttiopd &
v Aeldpopo Avdarttuén

Kéatw Aapdrtoo

Tay. Kwé.:73100, Xavia
NAnpodopieg: Nepouldkn EAnida
TnA.: 28210 - 45570

Fax: 28210 - 59777

Tay. &/von: Kuppriotou 12
10556, ABrva
e-mail: scoullos@mio-ecsde.org

KOIN.: 1. YNARNE

e-mail: info@samaria.gr A/von Npootasiag BiontowkAémrag, ESddoug &
website: http://www.samaria.gr Mwayeipiong AnoBAftwv

Tpipa Bionowhdtntag & Npootateudpevwv Neproxwv
Tay. A/von: Natnoiwv 147,

11251, ABriva

2. AevBuvon Aaswv Xaviwv

Tay. A/von: Xpuoonnyh, 73100, Xavud

e-mail: dasichan@apdkritis.gov.gr

Oépa: “Andvinon ot npotdoeig g EupPoulevtikiiq Enttponiic oxXeTikd pe v 2
Neprodixr Avadopd tou AnoBéparog thg Bibodharpag tng Zapapide»

fac SwPBalovpe TRV Mapoloa EMOTOAR, N onoia ouvidxBnke O aMAVINOR WV
npotdoewv Tou ZupBouliou Twv AroBepdTwv TnG Bioodalpag, mou nepapfdavovrar oto
ur’ apBp.  SC/EES/MB/5864/514-28-04-2014 éyypado tou AtevBuvti touv Tpriuatog
Owoloywkwv Emotnuwv kat Emwotnuwv tng ng, tou MNpoypaupoarog «AvBpwnog &
Bloodawpa» tng UNESCO kat SwapiBdotnke oto QDopéa Awxeipiong EBvikod Apuuol
fapapiag (OA-EAZ) and tov Kadnynty IkovAdo M., Mpoedpo tng EAAnvikig Eevian

Ertponri¢ tou Npoypduparog MAB/UNESCO.
NapakaloVHE yLa TIG EVEPYELEG GO,
-O-

NPOEAPOZ TOY QOPEA AIAXEIPIZHZ
EONIKOY APYMOY IAMAPIAZ

AP. AYMMNEPAKHZ NETPOZ



SOPEAX DIAXEIPITHE A MARIA NATIONAL PARK
MANAGEMENT BODY

2 AMAPTA
I

Address: Palia Ethniki Odos Chanion-Kissamou,
Fanaria Agion Apostolon, Kato Daratso

73100, Chania, Crete, Greece
Information: Elpida Peroulaki
Tel.: 43028210 — 45570
Fax: +30 28210 - 59777
e-mail: info@samaria.gr

website: http://www.samaria.gr

Chania 14/04/ 2015

Ref. No. : 375

Prof. Michael Scoullos

Chairperson

Greek National Committee for
MAB/UNESCO, MIO-ESCDE
Mediterranean Information Office for
Environment, Culture and Sustainable
Development

Address: 12 Kyrristou Str
10556, Athens, Greece
Tel.: +30 210 — 3247490
Fax: +30 210 - 3317127

e-mail: scoullos@mio-ecsde.org

Notification: 1. YPAPE

Directorate of Protection of Biodiversity, Soil &
Waste Management

Biodiversity and Protected Areas Department
Address: 147 Patision Str

11251, Athens, Greece
Tel.: +30 210 - 8623020
Fax: +30 210 - 8662024

2. Forest Directorate of Chania
Address: Chrisopigi, 73100, Chania

Crete, Greece

Tel.: +30 28210 - 84200

Fax: +30 28210 — 87898

e-mail: dasichan@apdkritis.gov.gr

Subject: “Respond to the recommendations of the Advisory Committee on the 2" Periodic

Report of Samaria Biosphere Reserve”

This letter was written in order to respond to the recommendations of the Council, which
were included in the ref. no.: SC/EES/MB/5864/514-28-04-2014 letter of the Director of the
Division of ecological and Earth Sciences, of the MAB/UNESCO Programme, which was
submitted to Samaria National Park Management Body (Samaria NP-MB) by Prof. Michael
Scoullos, Chairperson of the Greek National Committee for MAB/UNESCO.



Before examining the recommendations of the Advisory Committee, we would like to|say
that it is very important for the Samaria National Park to preserve its place within the MAB
Network, which will secure and strengthen the successful management of the protected
area, both at local and at national level.

We hope that the Council will take into account the progress that has already been made in
the protection of the Biosphere Reserve and the administrative and financial problems that
the Management Body faces, which were already mentioned in the Periodic Review.

Furthermore, we believe that it would be very constructive if a scientific expert consultant of
the MAB Programme could visit Samaria National Park and attend a meeting with all the
relevant stakeholders (Ministry of Environment, Management Body, Forestry Service,
Municipalities, Regional Offices, Representatives of local businesses, etc) to plan future
actions that could be applied in the protected area to strengthen the conservation of the
Biosphere Reserve.

Addressing specific points of the recommendations of the Advisory Committee:

e Revise the zonation in order to entirely protect the core area by a bu#er
zone

Background of the zonation of Samaria (Lefka Ori) National Park

As it was mentioned in the Periodic Review submitted in 2013 (p.3, 10), the area of ithe
Samaria National Park has been expanded.

Samaria Gorge was declared a National Park in 1962 with a Royal Decree (R.D No.
781/1962). The National Park covers an area of 4850 ha. In 1981 Samaria Gorge was
declared a Biosphere Reserve of the UNESCO MAB Program. The 1981 designated area had
only one core zone and no buffer or transition zone.

Samaria National Park Management Body was set up according to Law 2742/1999, arﬁcle
15, as added to by article 13 of Law 3044/2002, and practically its operation began in 2008.
In Law 3044/2002, the jurisdiction area of the Management Body was also determied
(24.594 ha). The borders of the protected area were set without further explanation of the
protection objectives with no provisions for zonation (See Figure 1). |



Figure 1-Borders of the National Park according to Law 3044/2002 and to the Specific
Environmental Study of Lefka Ori (2009).

i

| Legend
|, MB_durisdiction_Area |
i I sts_zonation :

However, the final borders of the National Park will be finally and officially determined after
the approval of the Specific Environmental Study of Lefka Ori, and consequent approval and
signing of its accompanying Presidential Decree Draft.

More specifically, according to the Greek legislation, the declaration of protected areas is
accomplished through a Presidential Decree, following the proposal of the Minister of
Reconstruction of Production, Environment & Energy, and in accordance to a Specific
Environmental Study, which justifies the importance of the protected area and proposes
protection measures.

The Specific Environmental Study for the area of Lefka Ori was compiled and finalized in
2009. This study proposes a further expansion of the borders of the Park, which now covers
an area of 58.484 ha (See Figure 1).

The Specific Environmental Study for Lefka Ori was set for public consultation prior to its
finalization (e.g. the management body, municipalities, NGOs, regional authorities, the
forestry service participated in the procedure). After that it was sent to the Ministry of
Environment for examination and final approval.

The approval of the Specific Environmental Study due to bureaucracy reasons was delayed
and then in 2011 a new environmental law was put into force, Law No. 3937/2011
“Biodiversity Conservation and other provisions”. This meant that the Draft Presidential

4
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Decree which was included in the Specific Environmental Study of Lefka Ori should be
revised in order to incorporate the new law in its context.

After a period of conflicting decisions it was finally decided that the revision should be djone
by the staff of the Management Body. This procedure concluded in December 2014 andi the
revised presidential decree draft is currently examined by the Ministry’s services as té be
sent for approval and signature from the President of the Hellenic Republic.

Current zonation of the Samaria National Park as seen and documented in the curiT'ent

Specific Environmental Study

Lefka Ori is an area which has received several national and international awards. This
means that when it comes to divide the National Park in different protection zones, ﬁt is
essential to try to comply not only with the Greek and European legislation, but also to &ake
into consideration the commitments towards international conventions and networks sjuch
as the MAB Network. It is also essential to combine the different protection objectives and
rules with the presence of humans in the area and to try to direct the economic activitieés in
a more sustainable scheme (which is also one of the fundamental principles if the Biosphjere
Reserves). So, considering all the above as well as the different landscapes and }the
distribution of protected species in the protected area, the National Park was divideh in

distinct management zones.

The zonation covers the entire area of the Natura 2000 site and includes:

- A Nature Protection Zone (Core Zone), which is the current Biosphere Reserve slightly
expanded

- Species-Habitats Conservation Zone (Zone Al)

- Ecological Landscape Conservation Zone (Zone A2)

- Traditional Landscape Management Zone (Zone B)

- Natural Resources Management Zone (Zone C)
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Biosphere Reserve Zonation

The new National Park has the appropriate size to serve the three functions of a Biosphere
Reserve (conservation, development, logistics). However, the zonation in fig.2 shows #hat
there are more than the three protection zones required for a Biosphere Reserve. ‘

In the Periodic Review, we grouped the five different categories of conservation zones of}the
Park in 3 categories, in order to follow the required zonation and objectives of the MAB
Programme. So, we proposed to refer to the Nature Protection Zone as the Core Zonql, to
zones Al & A2 as the Buffer Zone and to zones B & C as the Transition Zone. The Natjure
Protection Zone is indeed the Core Zone of the National Park. The division of the other zones
into two categories (Buffer & Transition) was done by separating the areas with human
presence and the areas where no human settlements are found (see fig. 2). Due to }the
presence of villages in Zone B, there are some economic activities practiced, so it #vas
thought that it fitted better the characterization of the transition zone as this is describeb in
the Seville Strategy (The Biosphere Concept, p.2) “area or area of co-operation which Fpay
contain a variety of agricultural activities, settlements and other uses and in which I#cal
communities, management agencies, scientists, non-governmental organizations, cultfral
groups, economic interests and other stakeholders work together to manage and sustain ‘bly
develop the area’s resources”. 3

In order to expand the protection of the core zone, and considering the comments of the
Advisory Committee we could include Zone B in the buffer zone and exclude it from ;*the
Transition zone, since although it has human presence, the activities practiced there iare
mostly of a traditional character, and there are also provisions for environmental educadon,
recreation, ecotourism and research, which are some of the activities allowed in the buffer
zone of a Biosphere Reserve (“the buffer zone usually surrounds or adjoins the core areas, is
used for cooperative activities compatible with sound ecological practices, including
environmental education, recreation, ecotourism and applied and basic research”). More
specifically, in zones A1, A2, and B the activities allowed can be summarized in Table 1. It can
be seen that most of the activities allowed in zones A1 & A2 are also allowed in zoné B.
Some differences are due to the different landscapes of the region (e.g. in Zone Al,i no
forests are found, or zone B has a {country) provincial road network). In addition in Zon‘e B
there are provisions for the practice of agricultural activities and for small manufacturing
units for local products. However, the agricultural activities in the National Park are limited,
due to the mountainous character of the area. Only pastoralism is important (~*53% of the
working population). On the secondary sector only 8% of the working population of the Park
is involved. The people who live in settlements in Zone B are very few (approximately 240).
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With the broadening of the Buffer Zone by including Zone B in its borders, as it can be seen
in fig.3, the core area in most of its perimeter is surrounded by a buffer zone (Zones Al and
A2 and B of Table1l), followed by a second, transition zone (Zone C in Table 2).

Consequently the core zone is adequately buffered satisfying the relevant recommendation
of the Advisory Committee.

It is noteworthy that despite the pending of the signature of the imminent Presidential
Decree, according to Law 3937/2011 the proposed previsions (as of any spatial planning
study in areas which lack other specific previsions) have the status of a law.

Figure 3-New Proposed Zonation of the Biosphere Reserve.

0 25 § 10 15 20

Within the borders of Zone C, the following are prohibited:

Table 2- Prohibited actions in Zone C of the National Park according to the Specific Environmental Study
of Lefka Ori (2009)

The placement of signs (apart from signs for the marking of the borders of the
protection zones, road signs, information signs for visitors and signs for construction
activities and others as these are determined in the regulations of administration and
operation).

The moving of vehicles outside the existing road network, with the exception of cases
of emergency or protection.

Hunting of all animals throughout the year in a distance of 250m from recreation
areas. The Management Body, however, can amend the applied terms and
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regulations.

4 | The drainage of natural wetlands.

5 | The degradation of areas where Zelkova abelicea grows.

The change in land uses from traditional cultivations to large scale intensive

cultivations.

7 | The destruction of characteristic forms of parting the parcels.

8 | The alteration of the landscape by large scale infrastructure works.

9 | The legal existing activities are allowed to continue.

10 The construction and operation of quarries, apart from those serving the local needs,
and which do not alter significant geological formations and the landscape.

The deposition of excavation products, and the degradation of the ecosystems or

11
elements of the traditional agricultural landscape.

12 | The construction and operation of landfills.

13 The alteration or degradation of dolines and of the priority habitat 6220* - Thero-
brachypodietea.

The installation of electrical power stations from renewable energy sources (RES)
14 | connected to the main grid of the island. RES systems to cover the energy needs of the
existing legal facilities are excluded.

15 The collection of aromatic plants and particularly of Sideritis syriaca. Collection to
cover the needs of the locals is allowed.

There are also specific terms and restrictions for building activities. |

In conclusion, the new proposed zonation of the Biosphere Reserve is summarized in T{able
3. |

Table 3- Revised Proposed zonation of the Biosphere Reserve

4,887 ha (Nature Protection Zone:

Size of terrestrial Core Areal(s) .
Gorge of Samaria)

Size of terrestrial Buffer Zone(s) 22,806 ha (Zones A1, A2 & B)

30,791 ha (26,239 ha terrestrial land &
4,552 ha of sea) (Zone C)

Size of terrestrial Transition Area(s)

It should be noted here that the intention of the MB is to use this zonation only fof the
communication with the MAB Secretariat and Network. There is no current planning to
change the zonation proposed in the Specific Environmental Study for the declaration olf the
National Park. We hope that the Council of the MAB Programme will consider acceph'ng this
request as practically the protection sought by the Network is achieved.

11



¢ Send to the Secretariat a copy of the revised management plan with a zonation in
concordance with the criteria set by the Seville Strategy for Biosphere Reserves
and the Statutory Framework of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves

Zonation in concordance with the criteria set for Biosphere Reserves

As it was already mentioned the Biosphere Reserve of Samaria is also a National Park, and
thus we cannot conduct two different Management Plans {one for the zones of the
Biosphere Reserve and one for the zones of the National Park). This means, that when a new
Management Plan is conducted, it will still refer to the same 5 different protection zones as
the previous one. According to the Statutory framework of the BRs, a BR should recognize:
“a buffer zone or zones clearly identified and surrounding or contiguous to the core area...”.
In this context, the core zone of Samaria (Lefka Ori} BR, is surrounded by 3 clearly identified
buffer zones (A1, A2 and B) and one transition zone (C).

Management Plan of Samaria
According to the Greek legislation, Management Plans are approved with a joint Ministerial

Decision of the Minister of Reconstruction of Production, Environment & Energy and of the
other relevant Ministers, and are valid only when the protected area has been officially
declared with a Presidential Decree.

Management Plans define the direction and the priorities in the implementation of
measures, actions and work needed for the effective protection and management of the
protected areas. They also contain Action Plans, where the necessary measures, actions,
work, projects, their time frame, phases, estimated budget, and funding sources, are
specified. Moreover, Management Plans have a 5-year duration and are valid until the new
ones are approved, even if their reference period has elapsed.

In the case of Samaria (Lefka Ori) where the declaration of the National Park has not been
finalized yet, it is obvious that the existing Management Plan although it was used by the MB
as a useful management tool, it was not mandatory.

In 2008, when the preparation of the Management Plan began (it was finalized in 2009), the
intention was to have the study completed in order to submit it for approval immediately
after the approval of the Specific Environmental Study.

However, this did not happen. The existing Management Plan has a duration from 2009-
2014. This means that the MB will have to either ask for funding for the compilation of a
new Management Plan or conduct it with its current personnel. This will be decided by the
Board of Administration. In any case, we do not expect to have a new officially approved
Management Plan until September 2015. The MB is waiting for the results of the ongoing
extensive monitoring activities (due December 2015) which will provide the necessary
knowledge for the compilation of a new Management Plan including a series of Action Plans
for specific habitats and species. As soon as a new Management Plan is finalized we will send
a copy to the MAB Secretariat.

12



However, as it was already mentioned, a management
approved. The current Management Plan, is in concordance with the criteria set
Seville Strategy and the Statutory Framework of th
The objectives and management approaches set in the current Management Plan (Table
which were already mentioned in the periodic review (p.25), refer to both the protection
the environment and the support of local development.

Table 4 - Management objectives & approaches suggested in the MP of Lefka Ori

Management Objectives Management approaches

Sustainable management of pastoralism

e World Network of Biosphere Reserves|

plan is valid until the new oneiis
by ti‘we

a),

}of

Maintenance of the flexibility of the ecosystems of

Achievement of a satisfactory conservation

. . against climate change
state, recovery or restoration of habitat

Lefka Ori

types v
the structure and functions of habitats — Establishm

long-term monitoring system

Recording and assessment of the present conservation state of

ent of a

Additional conservation of genetic material of impg
of the area

rtant species

Achievement of a satisfactory conservation
status of important flora species

Organisation of the existing information on the flora of Lefka Ori

Recording and assessment of the conservation stat
systematic monitoring of flora species

us —

Gyps fulvus, and Aquila chrysaetos
Achievement of a satisfactory conservation

Improvement of the reproductive success of Gypaéftus barbatus,

status of important fauna species - - - -
Reduction of the mortality of important birds of pn

ey

and sea fauna species

Recording, assessment, and systematic monitoring of terrestrial

Fire protection measures

Conservation of the hydrographic processes at Lefka Ori

Recording and monitoring of the anthropogenic p

Sustainable management of natural assessment of their impact

essures and

resources Conservation of the productivity of the natural graz

alpine meadows and grazing lands

ing areas for

the maintenance of pastoralism — rational management of

Recording/Monitoring of natural resources

Patrolling and guarding

Conservation of the rational operation of the
National Park and of the implementation Monitoring of the implementation of the proposed actions
and effectiveness of the Management Plan

Promotion of the cooperation with local stake-holders

13



. . Creation of the favorable conditions for ecotourism
Development of mild tourism
development

The actions completed so far by the MB (see p. 27-29 of periodic review), mostly focus on
the monitoring and conservation of species and habitats, but they more or less refer to all
the above mentioned objectives. Furthermore, public awareness and environmental
education actions are also practiced - information campaigns at schools, workshops -
meetings — conferences, design, production and dissemination of promotional material,
implementation of voluntary programs (see p. 63-71 of periodic review).

Moreover, the MB is currently operating pilot actions in order to support the development
function of the BR, e.g.:

1. Pilot issuing of a quality certificate for the businesses inside the protected area
(restaurants, hotels, products, tourist agencies, trade businesses)
http://www.samaria.gr/%CF%83%CF%8D%CE%BC%CF%86%CF%89%CE%BD%CE%BF-

2%6CF%80%CE%BF%CE%BI%CF%8C%CF%84%CE%B7%CF%84%CE%B1%CF%82/)

2. Development and certification of an ecotourism package of activities, through the pilot
action “A snorkel on the mountain”, of “Mediterranean Experience of Eco-Tourism” (MEET),

ENPi Med (bttp://www.medecotourism.org/)

3. Data collection and analysis for the profile of the visitors of the National Park through

questionnaires

4. Support of alternative tourism (support of the organization of extreme trail bicycle races,
archery contests, extreme run contests, etc)

5. Support as an external local consultant the work of projects implemented in the BR by
Universities and Research Institutions with both conservation and sustainability objectives
(e.g., SylvaMED, REVERSE, COBWEB)

6. Information and guiding signs at several mountain paths have been placed, in order to
support the development of alternative tourism activities.

It is in the intention of the MB to include in the next funding period studies for tourist
management, as well as for agricultural and pasture management. The results of these
studies will help the MB to design mechanisms to monitor and manage the most important
economic activities in the National Park in a sustainable scheme with the cooperation of the
local people. These studies will aiso help the development of pilot training programs for
farmers.

* Consider the participation of representatives of local communities and private

sector in the coordination and management structure of the biosphere reserve
structure
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In general, the management of the BR is strongly related to the needs, priorities and
challenges posed by the local population, which is the final “addressee” of the MB'’s actionjs.

As it was mentioned in the periodic review (p. 53), the Boards of Administration of the M’ss
of Protected Areas in Greece are appointed with a Ministerial Decision. Their composition3 is
specific and it is described in the State Law 2742/1999, and in related Regulations iof

operation.

The Board of Administration of Samaria National Park Management Body consists of tll
members and includes representatives of the main stakeholders with an interest to tihe
protected area (such as 2 scientist experts, 1 representative of the Ministry of
Reconstruction of Production, Environment & Energy, 1 representative of the Ministry of
Development, 1 representative of the Ministry of Rural Development & Food, 3
representatives of the adjacent municipalities, 1 representative of the Decentralizied
Administration of Crete (Dpt. of Chania), 1 representative of the NGOs, and 1 representaﬁve
of the Region of Crete).

The local communities are represented by their mayors or aldermen.

Moreover, the meetings of the Board of Administration are open to the public, so anyd}ne
who wishes is welcomed to attend them, without of course, a vote right, but their opiniion
will be heard, be evaluated and recorded at the minutes. |

Furthermore, as it was already mentioned in the periodic review (p. 53) the MB organizes
certain meetings with local communities to listen their needs, in order to prioritize the

actions that will be included in the next management plan of the protected area.

The pilot issuing of a quality certification for the businesses within the borders of the BR is
already in place, and during the first months of its implementation there are meetings with
the private sector in order to optimize the criteria and its implementation.

e Finalize the establishment of a research and monitoring programme for the
habitats and landscapes of the biosphere reserve

The monitoring programme of the important environmental elements of the BR is curréntly
in full operation. For the monitoring of abiotic parameters, there are four meteorolokical
stations recording weather data in the BR. As far as it concerns the monitoring of habitats
and species these are implemented according to the actions involved in the prdj;ject
“protection and Preservation of the Biodiversity of the National Park of Samaria (Lefka d)ri)",
(2010-2015), which were described in the periodic review (p. 27-28).

The monitoring of habitats and species is at the moment implemented by the scientific
teams of the contractors of the specific sub-projects. However, there were specific terms in
the contracts and thus the scientific personnel of the MB assist the scientists on the ﬁe}ld, in
order to be trained on the different protocols used, and continue the monitoring prdcess,
after the end of contracts in 2016. So the establishment of the monitoring program}ne is
going to be permanent.
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To sum up, regarding the recommendations of the Advisory Committee:

* The borders of the buffer and transition zone have been changed. The size of the
new zones is given in Table 3. The map and GIS files are also included in the attached
CD. In the text above, background information about the zonation of the protected
area (both National Park and Biosphere Reserve) is given, and it is explained why the
proposed zonation for the Biosphere Reserve is fully consistent with the Advisory
Committee’s recommendations .

e It is not expected to have a new Management Plan until the end of 2015. The
Management Body will send a copy of the new Management Plan when it will be
conducted and officially approved by the Ministry of Reconstruction of Production,
Environment & Energy. It should be noted that the new Management Plan will refer
to the protection zones of the National Park. However, there will be provisions so
that the management targets set will be in concordance with the criteria set by the
Seville Strategy and the Statutory Framework of the World Network of Biosphere
Reserves.

* The local communities are represented in the Board of Administration of the
National Park by their mayors or aldermen. Moreover, the meetings of the Board of
Administration are open to the public. Finally, the pilot issuing of a quality
certification for the businesses within the borders of the BR is already in place, and
during the first months of its implementation there are meetings with the private
sector in order to optimize the criteria and its implementation.

* The monitoring programme has been established and it is going to be permanent.

We remain at your disposal for any clarification you may require with respect to the
above mentioned subjects,

Samaria National Park Management Body

Dr Petros Lymberakis
President of the Board of Administration
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u)g andvinong €M TeV mapampnioeev wg Emtpormig JACBR U O, ot
ovvepyaoia pe mv ENnvixa) E8vua) Emtporn} MAB UNESCO xau oto Babpoé mov
givar appodiog. H éxbeon mpoypapparifetar va vmoPAnbet npoothog xat
gpnpoBeopa npog mv appoda emrporr) UNESCO, Snhabi mptv Tig 30-9-2016 oo
eivan i xataAnxur) npofeopia vroPoArs.
Ooov agopd o Tpoedpikd Araraypa tov Edvikod Apopod OXdpmiov, ard 1o 2010
péxpr ofjpepa o Popéag éxer emonpdver emavelNEEEV@S TV avayxluomra
unoypcxcpr]g oV Kat éxet {nrjoet wmv npombnor tov. MapdMnAa, éxer vnodm]plﬁst
K vmoompider To appddio Tpa oo YITEN pe myv napay@yr} xat Stépecooq
XAPTOV KAt XAPToypagikod bAKod xai mapéxoviag 6T aMa otoleia fov pag
¢xoov {rymBet. |
Ooov agopd to Zxédio Awyeipong ywa tov EAO, o Popéag Ataxetplqmg £xel
amooteilel ano Tov Avyovoto tov 2014 10 exmovnpévo Kat napakngév Zxédo -
Awayeipiong tov EBvikod Apopod OAdpmov yia éykpion Kat éxboong g Xamcqg
KYA odpgova pe tov Nopo 3937/2011.

Ev nepiMyjyey, o Poptag Awayeipiong EBvikod Apopod ONbpmov éxet npopPet os%é}\sg g

gvépyeieg TIov Ppiokovial omyv appodiomra Tov. AOpEVEL OpGG 1) vopoBetur) pddpion mg
{wvonoinorg tov Edvikod Apopod Ohdumoo pe mv éxSoor xat vroypagr too A" togkat ot
ovvéxewa 1) éykpion tov Zxebioo Awayeiplong me NEPOXTIS pe TV ¢xboon KYA.H o}\ox&quon

10V avOTipe eEapTdTaL arOKAEWOTIKA aI1d TV KEVIPWKT) Sioixnon.
Bpioxopagte g 81aBeor) oag yia xade Sreokpivnon.

O Npoéedpog Tou A.Z.

Avdpedakng MavAog







