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se anavtnon g (a) oxetkng Epwtnong mou kataténke otn BouAn Twv EAMivwv amnd

BoUAEUTEC kat BOUAEUTPLEG Tou ZYPIZA kat tng (B) oxetkng Avadopdg mou KOTOTEBNKE amd TG

BOUAEUTPLEC K.K. Kadavtdpn XapouAa kat Baywwvdkn Evayyehia, EMLOUVATITOUE:

1. To ur’ ap. mpwt. 38513/1206/4-8-2016 éyypado g A/vong MNpootaciag BlomowAdtnrag

ESAdoug kat Alaxeipong AnoBAfTwv/YMNEN. InpewwveTat ot

= eykpiOnke n EWwA NepBarhovtkr; MeAEtn NG neploxng Asukwv Optwv, EVW TO

oxetko Ixédo MN.A. Bpioketat oto otasio tng StafouAevong.

= To Ixé6uo MN.A. tou OAGuIOU npoketrar va StafiBactei oto TupBouALo TG Emikparteiag.

2. To ur’ ap. mpwt. 371/4-8-2016 éyypado tou O.A. EBvikol Apupol Sapapldg and o omnoio

npokurnrel 6t o O.A. o€ ouvepyaola pe tnv oweia Afvon Aoowv améote\e avaAUTIKA

amévnon otn TupBouleuTtikn Emtpon yla ta AnoBépata TG Bubodapag tng UNESCO kat Ba

eivar o€ cuvexn cuvewonon t6oo pe to YNEN 600 Kau pe TNV avwtépw Emrporn.

3. To un’ ap. mpwrt. 589/5-8-2016 éyypado tou ®.A. EBvikol Apupol OAbpmou arnd 1o omnoio

To YNEN Oswpel TG avnouxies Twv Kupiwv Boulgutwv kai BOUAEUTPLWV EUAOYEG KOt

npokUTeL 6TL 0 O.A. MPOKELTaL va UTIOBGAEL GUVTOHA KAl EUNPOBECHA TPOG TNV apuoda

""EmtpOTm tng UNESCO andvtnon emi Twv mapatnpioewy e,



étn - npoPARpatog Tou adopa otnv gAY OeopIkr) BwpAdKLon Twv TEPLOXWVY TNG XWPAS TIOU TEAOUV

UTLO KABECTWG TPOOTACLAG.

O ANAMNAHPQTHE YNOYPIOZ

MANNHZ TZIPQNHZ

Tuvnupéva:
> Tour ap. npwt. 38513/1206/4-8-2016 éyypado (oeA. 2)

» Tour ap. npwt. 371/4-8-2016 ¢yypado (oeA. 18)
» Tourt ap. mpwt. 589/5-8-2016 (o€h. 2)

IeAibec andvinong: 2
ZeAibeq ouvnupévwv: 22
ZuvoAo Ishibwv: 24
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POPEAZ AIAXEIPIZHZ
EOGNIKOY APYMOY TAMAPIAX

NOMIKO ITPOZQITIO IAIQTIKOY AIKAIOY
KOINQ®EAOYZ XAPAKTHPA

Tay. Afven: Tadud EGviy 066¢ Xaviov —
Kiwoodpov, pavapo Ayiov Anoctérav

Xavid Kpiing

IMAnpogopicg: Mrapwviag Avr,
TnmA.: 28210 — 45570

Fax: 28210 - 59777

Xavia, 04 -08-2016
Ap.nport. 371
oPOX:

YIOYPTEIO IEPIBAAAONTOZ&ENPTEIAX
AYTOTEAEX TMHMA KOINOBOYAETIKOY
EAETX0OY

Tay. Alvon: Meooyeiov 119

Toy. Kwd. 10192 AGqva

TnA. 210 — 6969506

Fax: 21069 69512

e-mail: info@samaria. Email:vouli3@prv.ypeka.gr

website: http://www.samaria.gr

OEMA: Anavinon ot epdyon)
IXET: n pe a.n. 957/29-07-2016 (a.n. Y.ILE.N. — Avroreiic Tpijpa Kowopovievrikod Edéyyov) epdton

Bovisgvtdv

Ze ovvéyeln TOV GYETIKOV £YYpagov oag evipepdvovpe 611  UNESCO oto mhaicio g amovoprig diakpicemv
oe Tpeig xamyopieg neploydv (roMmioTikd anobipata, anobépata g Proceupas, YewmdpKa) maykosuiov
evdwapépovtog dievepyei akioloyioeig o1 omoieg katarnyovv o€ apotdoel; Pedtinong g Asttovpyiag Tove.
Katgd v tedevtaio afloddéynon mov agopovoe otov EOviké Apopd Zapopiig (andbepa g Proseorpac)
KatéAnys avTioToiymg ot mpoTdcels Pedtimong Tng Acitovpyiag Tov anoBépatog.

O ®opéag Awyeipiong 1ov EOvikod Apvpod Zapapidg o ovvepyacio pe m Agdbvvon Aacdv Xaviov
anéoteile v 14/04/2015 avodvtik) andvinon (emovvdantetar) ota Oépata mov £6ete 1 TupPovicvtik
Emtpomi (Advisory Committee) yia ta Ano6épata g Bidogapag tng UNESCO.

H Zvppovievnixiy Emtponi, pe akérovbn emotorri g (SC/EES/MB/16/5864/114/1/22-02-2016) xdver dextég
Tig Béoe1g Tov @A, mAnv piog, 1) onoia aPopolce oe Eva oNUElD CYETIKO UE TNV GUECT] ETAPT| TOV TVPTVE NG
mpootarevdpevig aeproyg (Core) pe m peraPatuay {dvn (C - npdcivo otov xaptn)

Xaptne. Zoveg npoctaciog, sOpeava pe to vad fykpien ITA g EIIM Asvkdv Opéav

A




H ZvpBovicvtik Emtponn (ntd nepetaipo oroyeia yo 10 Oépa avtd 1o onoia 8o tpéner va £xovv xoTatedel
péxpr mv 30/09/2016.

O @A Lexivnoe aueoa enelepyocia eni Tov Oépatog hote va anoctolel péypl MV ©¢ Gvo Apodeopic, TARpaG
TEKPLOpEVT andvinon ota épata ov O£t 1) ZvpPovicvtic Empont.

To oy£610 amdvinong anotehei atov Tpéyovia ypovo avrikeipevo eEétaong and 1o otedéym tov PA xai to
Aoumnixé Tov ZupPodio kar xiveiton otovg e€iic GEoveg:

1. Texunpubver my opBéma mg vgrotapevng mpdtacng {wvomoinong n omoia éxer Apoxdyel amd
exTeTOpéV TOAVETH emompovikh épevva ko £xel dokuaotel ko kpBei opbny ko emtvyig 1660 610
mAaico dpaong Tov Popéa Awryeipiong 660 kar 610 avricTono T AHuveng Aachy.

2. Tlpoteivey, o¢ nepintaon empovig e ZupPovievtiig Emtpomig yia pun emogn tov Iupriva pe myv
tovn T, tovAdyiotov d%o evarllaxtikég Aboelg hote va xat 1) apdTacn g ZvpPovievtikig Emtponig
va ikavoromBei ko va unv apoxAn@odv adrayég oto veiotdpevo oxédio A oc Babud. To tedevtaio
onpeio tifetar pe okond va unv anndodv ypovoPopeg Sadikacies yia v Tpomomoinen tov IA pe

™V cvverokdrovdn xabvotépnon g (18N enl paxpév avapevopevne) vroypagiic tov TA..

Ze xabe mepintwon, mPo ™G OPIGTIKNG AMOCTOANG TG £V AdY® amavmTKig emoToAis, Oa mponynOei
dwfodieven eni avtic pe 10 apud do ypageio 1o v YIIEN ko v EAdnviki E6vuci Emtpo | yio 1o
Anofépata mg Bidcoapac.

Ba cipoote o S106e0m cog Y1 KGO TANpoPopia ko Sicvkpivion.

I'a 10 AZ Tov ®A E@vikod Apvpod Zaepaprig

O Ipo6edpog
Ap Iérpog Avprepaxng

MARIA | TR
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I K ou=YPOURGEIO PERIVALLONTOS KAI ENERGEIAS,
ki

,Ou=MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY,
'tgi{l} email=mhamourikou®gmail.com,
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Ecorspucy) Aiavopy
o Xpov. Apyeio
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¢ To pe ax. 375/14-04-2015 éyypago tov Popéa Axeipiong npog tov Hpdedpo e EXAnvikig Edvikig Emtponiic yia ta
MAB/UNESCO
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SOPEAX AIAXEIPIZHI  1)0pEAT AIAXEIPIZHE Xawvid 14/04/2015
EONIKOY APYMOY

Ap. Npwr.: 375
IAMAPIAZ
>AMAPTA
NOMIKO NPOZOMO 1AIQTIKOY AIKAIOY NPOZ: Ka®. My dAng ZxovAAOG
KOINQ®EAOYX XAPAKTHPA Npdedpog tng EAAnvikiig
EOvixiic Emutponiig yia ta MAB/UNESCO,
Tay. A/ven: N.E.O. Xaviwv-Kisoduouv, MIO-ESCDE, Meooyetakoé Mpadeio Mnpoddépnong
®avépia Ayiwv ATooTOAWY, yw to NeptBdiiov, tov MoAttiopd &
v Aswpdpo Avamruén

Kdtw Aapdatco

Tay. Kwb.:73100, Xavud
NAnpodopieg: Nepouhdaxn EAniba
TnA.: 28210 - 45570

Fax: 28210 — 59777

Tay. A/von: Kuppfiotou 12
10556, ABriva
e-mail: scoullos@mio-ecsde.org

KOIN.: 1.YNARNE

e-mail: info@samaria.gr A/von Npootaciag Bionowhétnrag, ESadoug &
website: http://www.samaria.gr Awxyeipiong AnopAjtwv

Tufpa Bionowiémrag & Npootareudpevwv Neproxwv
Tay. A/von: Natnoiwv 147,

11251, ABrjva

2 Ae0Ouvon Aacwv Xaviwv

Tay. A/ven: Xpuoonnyn, 73100, Xavia

e-mail: dasichan@apdkritis.gov.gr

Otpa: “Anévinon otig nPotdcels ¢ ZUpBOUAEUTIKIG ERTpomiig OXETIKA pE TNV 2
NeproSixs Avadopd Tou ArtoBéparog tng Bibodatpag e Zapapiic»

Tac Swppdlovpe v mapoloa emoTohf, n onoia ocuvtdxBnke oe amavinon Twv
npotacewv Tou ZupBoudiov Twv AnoBepdtwv g Bibodapag, mou neplAappavovial oto
ur’ apiBp.  SC/EES/MB/5864/514-28-04-2014 ¢yypado Tou AweuBuvth tou Triparog
Owoloykdv Eruotnuiv kaw Emotnpdv tng ng, tou MNpoypaupatog «AvBpwrog &
Bioodapa» tng UNESCO kau SwaPiBdotnke oto Dopéa Aaxeiplong EOvikoU Apupol
Tapapiac (DA-EAZ) and tov Kabnynti ZkoUvAo M., Mpdedpo tng EMnvikii¢ EOviKIiG
Ermueporig tou Npoypdpparog MAB/UNESCO.

NapakaloUE yLa TIG EVEPYELEG OAC,
-0-

NPOEAPOZ TOY QOPEA AIAXEIPIZHE
EONIKOY APYMOY ZAMAPIAZ

AP. AYMNEPAKHZ NETPOZ



SOPEAZ AIAXEIPIZHE A MARIA NATIONAL PARK
MANAGEMENT BODY

2 AMAPTA
I

Address: Palia Ethniki Odos Chanion-Kissamou,
Fanaria Agion Apostolon, Kato Daratso

73100, Chania, Crete, Greece

Information: Elpida Peroulaki

Tel.: +30 28210 - 45570

Fax: +30 28210 - 59777

e-mail: info@samaria.gr

website: http://www.samaria.gr

Chania 14704/ 2015

Ref. No. : 375

Prof. Michael Scoullos

Chairperson

Greek National Committee for
MAB/UNESCO, MIO-ESCDE
Mediterranean Information Office for
Environment, Culture and Sustainable
Development

Address: 12 Kyrristou Str
10556, Athens, Greece
Tel.: +30 210 - 3247490
Fax: +30 210 - 3317127

e-mail: scoullos@mio-ecsde.org

Notification: 1. YPAPE

Directorate of Protection of Biodiversity, Soil &
Waste Management
Biodiversity and Protected Areas Department

Address: 147 Patision Str
11251, Athens, Greece
Tel.: +30 210 - 8623020
Fax: +30 210 - 8662024

2 Forest Directorate of Chania
Address: Chrisopigi, 73100, Chania

Crete, Greece

Tel.: +30 28210 - 84200

Fax: +30 28210 — 87898

e-mail: dasichan@apdkritis.gov.gr

Subject: “Respond to the recommendations of the Advisory Committee on the 2™ Periodic

Report of Samaria Biosphere Reserve”

This letter was written in order to respond to the recommendations of the Council, which
were included in the ref. no.: SC/EES/MB/5864/514-28-04-2014 letter of the Director of the
Division of ecological and Earth Sciences, of the MAB/UNESCO Programme, which was
submitted to Samaria National Park Management Body (Samaria NP-MB) by Prof. Michael
Scoullos, Chairperson of the Greek National Committee for MAB/UNESCO.




Before examining the recommendations of the Advisory Committee, we would like to say
that it is very important for the Samaria National Park to preserve its place within the MAB
Network, which will secure and strengthen the successful management of the protected
area, both at local and at national level.

We hope that the Council will take into account the progress that has already been made in
the protection of the Biosphere Reserve and the administrative and financial problems that
the Management Body faces, which were already mentioned in the Periodic Review.

Furthermore, we believe that it would be very constructive if a scientific expert consultant of
the MAB Programme could visit Samaria National Park and attend a meeting with all the
relevant stakeholders (Ministry of Environment, Management Body, Forestry Service,
Municipalities, Regional Offices, Representatives of local businesses, etc) to plan future
actions that could be applied in the protected area to strengthen the conservation of the
Biosphere Reserve.

Addressing specific points of the recommendations of the Advisory Committee:

e Revise the zonation in order to entirely protect the core area by a buffer
zone

Background of the zonation of Samaria {Lefka Ori) National Park

As it was mentioned in the Periodic Review submitted in 2013 (p.3, 10), the area of the
Samaria National Park has been expanded.

Samaria Gorge was declared a National Park in 1962 with a Royal Decree (R.D No.
781/1962). The National Park covers an area of 4850 ha. In 1981 Samaria Gorge was
declared a Biosphere Reserve of the UNESCO MAB Program. The 1981 designated area had
only one core zone and no buffer or transition zone.

Samaria National Park Management Body was set up according to Law 2742/1999, article
15, as added to by article 13 of Law 3044/2002, and practically its operation began in 2008.
In Law 3044/2002, the jurisdiction area of the Management Body was also determined
(24.594 ha). The borders of the protected area were set without further explanation of the
protection objectives with no provisions for zonation (See Figure 1).



Figure 1-Borders of the National Park according to Law 3044/2002 and to the Specific
Environmental Study of Lefka Ori (2009).

Legend
MB_Jurisdiction_Area ; i
B s5:5_2onetion |

However, the final borders of the National Park will be finally and officially determined after
the approval of the Specific Environmental Study of Lefka Ori, and consequent approvat and
signing of its accompanying Presidential Decree Draft.

More specifically, according to the Greek legislation, the declaration of protected areas is
accomplished through a Presidential Decree, following the proposal of the Minister of
Reconstruction of Production, Environment & Energy, and in accordance to a Specific
Environmental Study, which justifies the importance of the protected area and proposes
protection measures.

The Specific Environmental Study for the area of Lefka Ori was compiled and finalized in
2009. This study proposes a further expansion of the borders of the Park, which now covers
an area of 58.484 ha (See Figure 1).

The Specific Environmental Study for Lefka Ori was set for public consultation prior to its
finalization (e.g. the management body, municipalities, NGOs, regional authorities, the
forestry service participated in the procedure). After that it was sent to the Ministry of
Environment for examination and final approval.

The approval of the Specific Environmental Study due to bureaucracy reasons was delayed
and then in 2011 a new environmental law was put into force, Law No. 3937/2011
“Biodiversity Conservation and other provisions”. This meant that the Draft Presidential

4




Decree which was included in the Specific Environmental Study of Lefka Ori should be

revised in order to incorporate the new law in its context.

After a period of conflicting decisions it was finally decided that the revision should be done
by the staff of the Management Body. This procedure concluded in December 2014 and the
revised presidential decree draft is currently examined by the Ministry’s services as to be
sent for approval and signature from the President of the Hellenic Republic.

Current zonation of the Samaria National Park as seen and documented in the current
Specific Environmental Study

Lefka Ori is an area which has received several national and international awards. This
means that when it comes to divide the National Park in different protection zones, it is
essential to try to comply not only with the Greek and European legislation, but also to take
into consideration the commitments towards international conventions and networks such
as the MAB Network. It is also essential to combine the different protection objectives and
rules with the presence of humans in the area and to try to direct the economic activities in
a more sustainable scheme {(which is also one of the fundamental principles if the Biosphere
Reserves). So, considering all the above as well as the different landscapes and the
distribution of protected species in the protected area, the National Park was divided in

distinct management zones.

The zonation covers the entire area of the Natura 2000 site and includes:

- A Nature Protection Zone (Core Zone), which is the current Biosphere Reserve slightly
expanded

- Species-Habitats Conservation Zone (Zone Al)

- Ecological Landscape Conservation Zone (Zone A2)

- Traditional Landscape Management Zone (Zone B)

- Natural Resources Management Zone {Zone C)
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Biosphere Reserve Zonation

The new National Park has the appropriate size to serve the three functions of a Biosphere
Reserve (conservation, development, logistics). However, the zonation in fig.2 shows that
there are more than the three protection zones required for a Biosphere Reserve.

In the Periodic Review, we grouped the five different categories of conservation zones of the
Park in 3 categories, in order to follow the required zonation and objectives of the MAB
Programme. So, we proposed to refer to the Nature Protection Zone as the Core Zone, to
zones Al & A2 as the Buffer Zone and to zones B & C as the Transition Zone. The Nature
Protection Zone is indeed the Core Zone of the National Park. The division of the other zones
into two categories (Buffer & Transition) was done by separating the areas with human
presence and the areas where no human settlements are found (see fig. 2). Due to the
presence of villages in Zone B, there are some economic activities practiced, so it was
thought that it fitted better the characterization of the transition zone as this is described in
the Seville Strategy (The Biosphere Concept, p.2) “area or area of co-operation which may
contain a variety of agricultural activities, settlements and other uses and in which local
communities, management agencies, scientists, non-governmental organizations, cultural
groups, economic interests and other stakeholders work together to manage and sustainably
develop the area’s resources”.

In order to expand the protection of the core zone, and considering the comments of the
Advisory Committee we could include Zone B in the buffer zone and exclude it from the
Transition zone, since although it has human presence, the activities practiced there are
mostly of a traditional character, and there are also provisions for environmental education,
recreation, ecotourism and research, which are some of the activities allowed in the buffer
zone of a Biosphere Reserve (“the buffer zone usually surrounds or adjoins the core areas, is
used for cooperative activities compatible with sound ecological practices, including
environmental education, recreation, ecotourism and applied and basic research”). More
specifically, in zones A1, A2, and B the activities allowed can be summarized in Table 1. It can
be seen that most of the activities allowed in zones A1 & A2 are also allowed in zone B.
Some differences are due to the different landscapes of the region (e.g. in Zone Al, no
forests are found, or zone B has a (country) provincial road network). In addition in Zone B
there are provisions for the practice of agricultural activities and for small manufacturing
units for local products. However, the agricultural activities in the National Park are limited,
due to the mountainous character of the area. Only pastoralism is important (~53% of the
working population). On the secondary sector only 8% of the working population of the Park
is involved. The people who live in settlements in Zone B are very few (approximately 240).
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With the broadening of the Buffer Zone by including Zone B in its borders, as it can be seen
in fig.3, the core area in most of its perimeter is surrounded by a buffer zone (Zones A1 and
A2 and B of Table1), followed by a second, transition zone (Zone C in Table 2).

Consequently the core zone is adequately buffered satisfying the relevant recommendation
of the Advisory Committee.

it is noteworthy that despite the pending of the signature of the imminent Presidential
Decree, according to Law 3937/2011 the proposed previsions (as of any spatial planning
study in areas which lack other specific previsions) have the status of a law.

Figure 3-New Proposed Zonation of the Biosphere Reserve.

0 25 5 10 15 20
- S S . " u—— Kilometers

Within the borders of Zone C, the following are prohibited:

Table 2- Prohibited actions in Zone C of the National Park according to the Specific Environmental Study
of Lefka Ori (2009)

The placement of signs (apart from signs for the marking of the borders of the
protection zones, road signs, information signs for visitors and signs for construction
activities and others as these are determined in the regulations of administration and
operation).

The moving of vehicles outside the existing road network, with the exception of cases

of emergency or protection.

Hunting of all animals throughout the year in a distance of 250m from recreation

areas. The Management Body, however, can amend the applied terms and
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regulations.

The drainage of natural wetlands.

The degradation of areas where Zelkova abelicea grows.

The change in land uses from traditional cultivations to large scale intensive
cultivations.

The destruction of characteristic forms of parting the parcels.

The alteration of the landscape by large scale infrastructure works.

The legal existing activities are allowed to continue.

10

The construction and operation of quarries, apart from those serving the local needs,
and which do not alter significant geological formations and the landscape.

1

The deposition of excavation products, and the degradation of the ecosystems or
elements of the traditional agricultural landscape.

12

The construction and operation of landfills.

13

The alteration or degradation of dolines and of the priority habitat 6220* - Thero-
brachypodietea.

14

The installation of electrical power stations from renewable energy sources (RES)
connected to the main grid of the island. RES systems to cover the energy needs of the
existing legal facilities are excluded.

15

The collection of aromatic plants and particularly of Sideritis syriaca. Collection to
cover the needs of the locals is allowed.

There are also specific terms and restrictions for building activities.

In conclusion, the new proposed zonation of the Biosphere Reserve is summarized in Table

3.

Table 3- Revised Proposed zonation of the Biosphere Reserve

Size of terrestrial Core Area(s)

Size of terrestrial Buffer Zone(s) 22,806 ha (Zones A1, A2 & B)

Size of terrestrial Transition Area(s)

4,887 ha (Nature Protection Zone:
Gorge of Samaria)

30,791 ha (26,239 ha terrestrial land &
4,552 ha of sea) (Zone C)

It should be noted here that the intention of the MB is to use this zonation only for the
communication with the MAB Secretariat and Network. There is no current planning to
change the zonation proposed in the Specific Environmental Study for the declaration of the
National Park. We hope that the Council of the MAB Programme will consider accepting this
request as practically the protection sought by the Network is achieved.
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e Send to the Secretariat a copy of the revised management plan with a zonation in
concordance with the criteria set by the Seville Strategy for Biosphere Reserves
and the Statutory Framework of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves

Zonation in concordance with the criteria set for Biosphere Reserves

As it was already mentioned the Biosphere Reserve of Samaria is also a National Park, and
thus we cannot conduct two different Management Plans (one for the zones of the
Biosphere Reserve and one for the zones of the National Park). This means, that when a new
Management Plan is conducted, it will still refer to the same 5 different protection zones as
the previous one. According to the Statutory framework of the BRs, a BR should recognize:
“a buffer zone or zones clearly identified and surrounding or contiguous to the core area...”.
In this context, the core zone of Samaria (Lefka Ori) BR, is surrounded by 3 clearly identified
buffer zones (A1, A2 and B) and one transition zone (C).

Management Plan of Samaria
According to the Greek legislation, Management Plans are approved with a joint Ministerial

Decision of the Minister of Reconstruction of Production, Environment & Energy and of the
other relevant Ministers, and are valid only when the protected area has been officially
declared with a Presidential Decree.

Management Plans define the direction and the priorities in the implementation of
measures, actions and work needed for the effective protection and management of the
protected areas. They also contain Action Plans, where the necessary measures, actions,
work, projects, their time frame, phases, estimated budget, and funding sources, are
specified. Moreover, Management Plans have a 5-year duration and are valid until the new
ones are approved, even if their reference period has elapsed.

In the case of Samaria (Lefka Ori) where the declaration of the National Park has not been
finalized yet, it is obvious that the existing Management Plan although it was used by the MB
as a useful management tool, it was not mandatory.

In 2008, when the preparation of the Management Plan began (it was finalized in 2009), the
intention was to have the study completed in order to submit it for approval immediately
after the approval of the Specific Environmental Study.

However, this did not happen. The existing Management Plan has a duration from 2009-
2014. This means that the MB will have to either ask for funding for the compilation of a
new Management Plan or conduct it with its current personnel. This will be decided by the
Board of Administration. In any case, we do not expect to have a new officially approved
Management Plan until September 2015. The MB is waiting for the results of the ongoing
extensive monitoring activities (due December 2015) which will provide the necessary
knowledge for the compilation of a new Management Plan including a series of Action Plans
for specific habitats and species. As soon as a new Management Plan is finalized we will send
a copy to the MAB Secretariat.
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However, as it was already mentioned, @ management plan is valid until the new one is
approved. The current Management Plan, is in concordance with the criteria set by the
Seville Strategy and the Statutory Framework of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves.
The objectives and management approaches set in the current Management plan (Table 4),
which were already mentioned in the periodic review (p.25), refer to both the protection of
the environment and the support of local development.

Table 4- Management objectives & approaches suggested in the MP of Lefka Ori

Management Objectives Management approaches

Sustainable management of pastoralism

Maintenance of the flexibility of the ecosystems of Lefka Ori

Achievement of a satisfactory conservation . .
against climate change

state, recovery or restoration of habitat
types

Recording and assessment of the present conservation state of

the structure and functions of habitats — Estab\ishrhent ofa

long-term monitoring system

Additional conservation of genetic material of important species

of the area

Achievement of a satisfactory conservation

Organisation of the existing information on the flora of Lefka Ori

status of important flora species

Recording and assessment of the conservation status —

systematic monitoring of flora species

Improvement of the reproductive success of Gypaetus barbatus,

Gyps fulvus, and Aquila chrysaetos
Achievement of a satisfactory conservation

status of important fauna species

Reduction of the mortality of important birds of prey

Recording, assessment, and systematic monitoring of terrestrial

and sea fauna species

Fire

protec'don measures

Conservation of the hydrographic processes at Lefka Ori

Recording and monitoring of the anthropogenic pressures and

Sustainable management of natural assessment of their impact

resources Conservation of the productivity of the natural grazing areas for

the maintenance of pastoralism — rational management of

alpine meadows and grazing lands

Recording/Monitoring of natural resources

patrolling and guarding
Conservation of the rational operation of the

National Park and of the implementation Monitoring of the implementat‘\on of the proposed actions

and effectiveness of the Management plan

promotion of the cooperation with local stake-holders
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Creation of the favorable conditions for ecotourism

Development of mild tourism
development

Moreover, the MB is Currently Operating pilot actions in order to support the development
function of the BR, e.g.:

1. Pilot issuing of a quality certificate for the businesses inside the Protected area
(restaurants, hotels, products, tourist agencies, trade businesses)

(httg:[(www.samaria.gr[%CF%83%CF%SD%CE%BC%CF%86%CF%89%CE%BD%CE%BF-

%CF%SO%CE%BF%CE%BS%CF%SC%CF%84%CE%B7%CF%84%CE%BI%CF%82/ )

2. Development and certification of an ecotourism Package of activities, through the pilot
action “A snorkel on the Mmountain”, of "Mediterranean Experience of Eco-Tourism” (MEET),

ENPI Med (httg:ZZWWW.medecotourism.org[)

3. Data collection and analysis for the profile of the visitors of the National Park through

questionnaires

4. Support of alternative tourism (support of the organization of extreme trail bicycle races,
archery contests, extreme run contests, etc)

support the development of alternative tourism activities.

It is in the intention of the MB to include in the next funding period studies for tourist
Management, as we) as for agricultyra| and pasture Mmanagement. The results of these
studies will help the MB to design Mmechanisms to monitor and Manage the most important
economic activities in the National Park in a Sustainable scheme with the Cooperation of the
local people. These studies will also help the development of pilot training programs for
farmers,
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In general, the management of the BR is strongly related to the needs, priorities and
challenges posed by the local population, which is the final “addressee” of the MB’s actions.

As it was mentioned in the periodic review (p. 53), the Boards of Administration of the MBs
of Protected Areas in Greece are appointed with a Ministerial Decision. Their composition is
specific and it is described in the State Law 2742/1999, and in related Regulations of
operation.

The Board of Administration of Samaria National Park Management Body consists of 11
members and includes representatives of the main stakeholders with an interest to the
protected area (such as 2 scientist experts, 1 representative of the Ministry of
Reconstruction of Production, Environment & Energy, 1 representative of the Ministry of
Development, 1 representative of the Ministry of Rural Development & Food, 3
representatives of the adjacent municipalities, 1 representative of the Decentralized
Administration of Crete (Dpt. of Chania), 1 representative of the NGOs, and 1 representative
of the Region of Crete).

The local communities are represented by their mayors or aldermen.

Moreover, the meetings of the Board of Administration are open to the public, so anyone
who wishes is welcomed to attend them, without of course, a vote right, but their opinion

will be heard, be evaluated and recorded at the minutes.

Furthermore, as it was already mentioned in the periodic review (p. 53) the MB organizes
certain meetings with local communities to listen their needs, in order to prioritize the
actions that will be included in the next management plan of the protected area.

The pilot issuing of a quality certification for the businesses within the borders of the BR is
already in place, and during the first months of its implementation there are meetings with

the private sector in order to optimize the criteria and its implementation.

e Finalize the establishment of a research and monitoring programme for the
habitats and landscapes of the biosphere reserve

The monitoring programme of the important environmental elements of the BR is currently
in full operation. For the monitoring of abiotic parameters, there are four meteorological
stations recording weather data in the BR. As far as it concerns the monitoring of habitats
and species these are implemented according to the actions involved in the project
“protection and Preservation of the Biodiversity of the National Park of Samaria (Lefka Ori)”,
(2010-2015), which were described in the periodic review (p. 27-28).

The monitoring of habitats and species is at the moment implemented by the scientific
teams of the contractors of the specific sub-projects. However, there were specific terms in
the contracts and thus the scientific personnel of the MB assist the scientists on the field, in
order to be trained on the different protocols used, and continue the monitoring process,
after the end of contracts in 2016. So the establishment of the monitoring programme is
going to be permanent.
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To sum up, regarding the recommendations of the Advisory Committee:

* The borders of the buffer and transition zone have been changed. The size of the
new zones is given in Table 3. The map and GIS files are also included in the attached
CD. In the text above, background information about the zonation of the protected
area (both National Park and Biosphere Reserve) is given, and it is explained why the
proposed zonation for the Biosphere Reserve is fully consistent with the Advisory
Committee’s recommendations .

e It is not expected to have a new Management Plan until the end of 2015. The
Management Body will send a copy of the new Management Plan when it will be
conducted and officially approved by the Ministry of Reconstruction of Production,
Environment & Energy. It should be noted that the new Management Plan will refer
to the protection zones of the National Park. However, there will be provisions so
that the management targets set will be in concordance with the criteria set by the
Seville Strategy and the Statutory Framework of the World Network of Biosphere
Reserves.

* The local communities are represented in the Board of Administration of the
National Park by their mayors or aldermen. Moreover, the meetings of the Board of
Administration are open to the public. Finally, the pilot issuing of a quality
certification for the businesses within the borders of the BR is already in place, and
during the first months of its implementation there are meetings with the private
sector in order to optimize the criteria and its implementation.

* The monitoring programme has been established and it is going to be permanent.

We remain at your disposal for any clarification you may require with respect to the
above mentioned subjects,

Samaria National Park Management Body

Dr Petros Lymberakis
President of the Board of Administration
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amooteiler amid Tov Avyovoto Too 2014 To exmovnpévo kar napakn@dév Zyédio -
Awayeiprong tov EBvikod Apopod OAbpmov yia ¢ykpion xat £xBoong TG oXETIKNG
KYA oopgova pe tov Nopo 3937/2011.

Ev mepi\jyey, o Popéag Arayeipiong EBvicod Apopod OAdpmov éxet npoPei oe OAeg Tig
gvépyeeg Tov Ppioxovial oy appodidtnra tov. Aopével Opas 1 vopoBetuxry pobon mg
{wvonoinong tov EBvixod Apopod OAdpnov pe my éxdoon xat vroypa@r Tov INAtog kat o
cuvéyed 1) £ykpior tov Zxediov Ataeipiong mG mePLOXNS HE TV ¢xSoon KYA. H ohoxAripwon
10V avetépm efapTdral aokKASIOTIKG and mv kevipu) Soixnon.

Bploxépao'te ou] 6;(.16&:01] oag ya xade Sievkpivron.

O Npobedpog Tou A.Z.

Avdpedaxng MavAog




