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OEMA: ASuveUiot GULMETOXIG EKNIPOCKITOU TTOALTIKNAG nyeoiag Yroupyeiou Nepidiioviog kat
Evépyerag oe Ardokedn «Our Ocean Conference - 2017», MdAta, 5-6 Oxtw fpiov T.E.

Evoer Tng Ste€aywync tng ev Bépan Adoxedng rou cuvBlopyavwvetat and v Eupwraixr EmuEponn KaL Ty
Mehitaia KuPépvnon, pe Bépa «Our Ocean Conference — 2017», oty MdAta, 5-6 Oktwppiou, pe oToxXo TNV
urogTrpn tng emitevng tou 14% 3tdxou Bunvowng Avéarmtuéng (SDG 14) avadoplkd HE TNV TPOOTATiN Kol
Buvouytn Staxeipion Twv Bakaocowdv Kat WKEQVHV KoL Twv TOpwY TouG, 08 ouvéxew tne MeBvolg Aldokedng
Kopudnic twv Hvwpévwy EBvav, yia o tho Bzpa, mou nipaypatonotBnke oty Nea Yopkn, 5-9 fouviov T.€., B
BéAapE v 0OC EVNMEPWOOUE OTt Mapd TNy apxikr avakoiviean oupUEToXnG Tou dopéa pag pe v Mevikn
poppartéa Tou Yroupyeiou k. Xpiotiva Mraptdkn, n oupperoxr aut Sev Ba kataotel teAlkwe Suvati yu
Adyoug vyeiag tou poAg avékupav.

()¢ ex tovToU, MopakeAoU e BEPUA YL TNV GHEDH) oxetik evnuépwon tng NpecBeiag g EAGSoc oty MdAta
kat TV SIEPEUVNON TNG BUVATOTATAG CURUETOXNS EXTIPOOWIOU, an6 MEeUPdS TOUG, 0TV ev Bépamt Tuvavinon.

Ma ) StevxdAuvon g BEPaTIKNG EVAREPWONS TG Npeofelag pag oty Bakéta avadépoupe 6T, evoler Tng
suvdvinone, o dopéag uag éxet unofdAey, ot eninedo EE, «EBehovTikl) AECHEVON» GXETIKA UE TNV ENEKTAON
tou Suctiou Natura 2000 Bakaooiwy TPOSTUTEUGHEVWY TEPLOXWY, WG efne:
Greece reaffirms its commitment to expand the marine protected areas in its territorial waters from the
current 6 per cent to 20 per cent by 2020. With this regard, Greece has already completed an evaluation of
183 areas os prospective additions to the national part of the Natura 2000 network of protected areas. 95 of
these areas have already been selected for inclusion, either as expansions of existing protected aregs or as

outright new additions to the network, the vast majority of them being marine or cogstal areas. This process. ..

aims to preserve important habitats, such as the Posidonia oceanica underwater meadows, as well as

important species of birds.

Téhog, 0O EMIOUVATTOUUE EVUEPWTIKO onpelwpa, ev &ibn onueiwv rapépfaong, oty ayykd, yia Tig
npotepatdTNTES Ko Spaoels Tng EAAGSOC avadopkd e TV npostacia tou Bakaooiou neptpGAAovTag, yia Ty
kard v kplon aflomoinon, and TNV EXTPOTWIO TNG EAAnviric NpeoPBeiag, wg mbava onpela apeppaong
xard e oulnTioew rou Ha AdBouv xwpa.
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SDG 14

Greece shares the fundamental obligation and responsibility to protect, conserve and
sustainably use the oceans and their resources in order to enable sustainable
development for current and future generations. We believe that SDG 14 can be a
strong driver for strengthening ocean governance and enhancing policy
coherence. Most importantly, it provides an impetus for collective global accountability for
oceans under the 2030 Agenda.

Greece, as a maritime nation and a coastal State with 18,400 km coastline and 9,800
islands, has important resource, environmental and economic interests in the oceans:
shipping, fishing, development of offshore energy sources, port and transportation
facilities, recreation and tourism are vital economic activities. The health and well-being of
coastal populations, especially island communities_ which are sometimes wholly
dependent upon fishing and teurism are ultimately linked to the quality of the marine

environment.

We recognize the importance of a well-managed sustainable blue economy and the
need for resilient oceans and ecosystems. To this end, Greece has committed to expand
the coverage of marine protected areas within its territorial waters from 6%, as it
currently stands, to around and even more than 17% by 2020, well beyond target
14.5 which provides for the conservation of at least 10% of coastal and marine areas by

2020.

We are also determined to elaborate and adopt our National Maritime Spatial Planning
Strategy (NMSPS) by 2021, which will be the strategic framework of maritime spatial
planning in Greece, setting priorities and giving strategic guidance for more elaborate
maritime spatial plans.

Furthermore, we have signed a trilateral declaration with Cyprus and Egypt on the 29"
of May 2017, on the implementation of SDG 14, where we agreed to cooperate in the
following five areas, namely: a) preparedness and response o major marine pollution
incidents in the Mediterranean Sea; b) combating coastal erosion and coastal zone
management; ¢) biological biodiversity and nature protection; d) waste management and
e) climate change adaptation.

Greece firmly believes that the achievement of SDG 14 and ocean-related targets of the
. 2030-Agenda will be critical-to restoring-the sustainability of the  oceans. In this context;
respect for the rule of law and more specifically the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), which sets out the legal framework within which all
activities in the oceans and seas must be carried out is of vital importance.

UNCLOS provides a solid basis and the legal tools for effectively dealing with issues
related to sustainable development and with new challenges raised in this field. Emphasis
should be placed on its effective and full implementation as well as the implementation
of relevant international and regional instruments, which supplement its

provisions.



